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S.D. Education Head: Tests A ‘Call To Action’

PIERRE (AP) — A state education official says new test results
showing student performance plateauing in South Dakota is a call
to action for the state. 

Education Secretary Melody Schopp says South Dakota was one
of only two states to see its scores for reading at the fourth grade
level drop on the National Assessment of Educational Progress,
while the national average remained steady for the third year.
South Dakota is now on par with the national average for fourth
grade reading. 

The state remains above the national average for reading at
eighth grade and both grades for math.

Schopp says the results are reflective of the state’s own tests. 
She says adopting new standards in English language arts and

math would help address the issue.

Man Dies In S. Dakota Industrial Accident
SIOUX FALLS (AP) — A Minnesota man has died in an industrial

accident in Sioux Falls. 
Sioux Falls police say the 58-year-old man was operating an elec-

trical lift at a post office Tuesday morning when he became
trapped between the lift and an object attached to the ceiling.
Workers called 911, but authorities found the man dead at the
scene. 

Officials have not released the man’s name.

Sting Operation Recovers 24 Husker Tickets
LINCOLN, Neb. (AP) — A 29-year-old Lincoln man has been ar-

rested and 24 stolen Nebraska football tickets have been recovered
in an undercover police operation.

The Lincoln Journal Star reports that Mark Perez was arrested
last week. 

The 24 tickets were first reported stolen in late September. Then
a ticket broker called police on Oct. 26 to report that a man was of-
fering to sell 24 tickets.

Police had the broker set up a meeting for Friday morning out-
side a grocery store. An undercover officer went instead and ar-
rested Perez.

Perez told police that he didn’t steal the tickets. Police say
Perez is believed to have bought them for $1,500 from a man on
Sept. 17.

A phone listing for Perez could not be found. Online court
records don’t list the case yet.

2 Sioux Falls Men Sentenced For Bank Fraud
SIOUX FALLS (AP) — Two tellers accused of stealing from a

Sioux Falls bank have been sentenced on fraud charges.
Thirty-four-year-old Vivian Mason was sentenced to five months

in prison to be followed by five months of home confinement, and
ordered to pay about $30,300 in restitution.

Thirty-five-year-old Michael Smith was sentenced to five months
of home confinement and about $35,500 in restitution.

U.S. Attorney Brendan Johnson says both men stole from a
Wells Fargo branch and were indicted for bank fraud. Both pleaded
guilty in August. They each will be on supervised release for five
years following their sentences.
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Fennet Swanson 
Clarence Fennet Swanson,

(Fennet, no one called him
Clarence), son of Joseph Sven
and Lillian (Wrasse) Swanson,
was born February 19, 1930, in a
sod house on the homestead,
about 5 miles north of Wester-
ville, Custer County, NE. He at-
tended Mt. Custer School until
at age 10; his family moved to
Dannebrog, NE. He graduated
from Dannebrog High School in
1947. 

Fennet attended Bethel Col-
lege in St. Paul, MN, where he
met his lovely wife Carol. They
united in marriage on August 25,
1950, at First Baptist Church in
Anoka, MN. They made their
home in Dannebrog, close to his
parents, east of town, for a year
and then moved south of town
where they developed the cattle
ranch and raised their boys.
They moved to Grand Rapids,
MN in 1982 and owned Mickey's
Restaurant for several years, be-
fore moving to Pequot Lakes,
MN. They eventually retired in
Mission Hill, SD where they
lived for over 23 years. Fennet,
age 81, died peacefully at home
from heart failure, with his wife
at his side.

As an active member of First
Baptist Church, Dannebrog, he
was a Deacon, youth leader, and
served on the Board of the Bap-
tist General Conference. He ac-
cepted Christ as his Savior
there as a teen. He always said
that he came to Christ because
God led the family to a Bible
preaching church. Most recently
a member of Calvary Baptist

Church in Yank-
ton, he loved to
serve in the nurs-
ery and Parent's
Night Out. He led
many home Bible
studies over the
years and was
used by God to
point many to-
ward Christ. He

was a man of integrity, who
loved greatly and worked hard. 

Fennet was a salesman. He
sold BMA Insurance for 10 years
and won a number of sales
awards, but he was a cattleman
at heart, working with his boys
to develop a fine herd of Charo-
lais and then Marchigiana cattle.
He served on the board of the
National Marchigiana Associa-
tion and imported the first full-
blooded 'Markey' bull in the
United States. His bulls won
honors at the Denver Livestock
Show.

An avid sportsman he was a
diehard Cornhusker football fan
and died the day his favorite
baseball team, the St. Louis Car-
dinals, won the World Series. He
loved hunting ducks, geese,
pheasants and deer with family
and friends. He spent many
hours fishing on Leech Lake in
Minnesota with his sons, grand-
children, and great-grandchil-
dren. His 35lb Muskie was a
special trophy triumph caught
on his 45th wedding anniver-
sary, with help from his wife. 

Survivors include Carol
(Bergsten) Swanson, his wife of
61 years, and five sons: Ray-
mond (Irina) Swanson of Swe-
den; Norman (Deborah)

Swanson of Grand Forks, ND;
Arlan (Linda) Swanson of Fulda,
MN; Charlie (Cindy Fitzgerald)
Swanson of Kearney, MO and
Vernon (Christie) Swanson of
Lowell, AR; 12 grandchildren
and 14 great-grandchildren. 

He is preceded in death by
his parents, sister Jarda, broth-
ers Melvin, Leonard, Arvid, an
infant brother Theodore, and
one great-grandchild.

“But we do not want you to
be uninformed, brothers, about
those who are asleep, that you
may not grieve as others do
who have no hope. For since we
believe that Jesus died and rose
again, even so, through Jesus,
God will bring with him those
who have fallen asleep.” I Thes-
salonians 4:13-14

Memorial Services: 
• Calvary Baptist Church,

Yankton, SD Friday, November 4,
2011 at 1:30 p.m.; fellowship
time following the service.

• First Baptist Church, Dan-
nebrog, NE Saturday, November
5, 2011 at 1:30 p.m; fellowship
time following the service.

Opsahl-Kostel Funeral Home
and Crematory, Yankton, SD is
in charge of the arrangements.
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George Keller
George Keller, age 83, of Yank-

ton, SD passed away Sunday, Oc-
tober 30, 2011 at the Wakonda
Heritage
Manor,
Wakonda. 

Memorial
Services will be
at 2:00 p.m. Fri-
day, November
4, 2011 at the
Opsahl-Kostel
Funeral Chapel,
Yankton with
Pastor Bob
Cappel officiat-
ing. Burial of George’s cremated
remains will be in the Sacred
Heart Cemetery, Yankton with mil-
itary graveside rites by the
Ernest-Bowyer VFW Post #791,
Yankton. 

Visitations will be from 6-8:00
p.m. Thursday, November 3, 2011
at the Opsahl-Kostel Funeral
Home & Crematory, Yankton with
a 7:00 p.m. prayer service. Visita-
tions will resume one hour prior
to the service at the funeral
home.

George was born in Yankton,
SD on March 28, 1928. He married
Patricia Mowbray in San Diego,
CA in June of 1950. George was in
the Merchant Marines prior to
joining the Marine Corp. He
served his country during the
WWII War and the Korean War.

George had a trucking busi-
ness. He then worked for Ander-
son Pub & Package Liquor for
eight years. George became a
liquor salesmen for Famous
Brands until he retired in 1990. In
2004 George had several health is-
sues and went to live at Wakonda
Heritage Manor Nursing Home.
He enjoyed his life there, playing
cards and teasing the nurses.
George was a lifetime member of
the VFW, Moose Lodge and the
American Legion. He received
several awards for recruiting
members for these organizations.
George was a generous person to
those who knew him and worked
with him.

Pat and George have three
children: William (Bill) of Denver,
CO; Georgia Musil (Ken) of Gree-
ley, CO and John (Stephanie) of
Tahoe City, CA. George had three
grandchildren: Jared Musil of Den-
ver, CO; Amanda Gustafson (Eric)
of Eaton, CO and Kiel Musil (Jes-
sica) of Denver, CO, and four great
granddaughters. 

George was preceded in death
by his parents; his two brothers,
Lawrence and Floyd and six sis-
ters, Katherine Anderson, Flo-
rence Olson, Genevieve Donovan,
Louise Nelson, Bernice Reed-
strom and Beatrice Scoblic.

In lieu of flowers, donations
may be made to the Humane Soci-
ety or Yankton Senior Center.
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Keller

Online condolences at: 
www.opsahl-kostelfuneralhome.com

Swanson

Online condolences at: 
www.opsahl-kostelfuneralhome.com

Y o u r  N e w s !  T h e  P r e s s  &  D a k o t a n

BY AMBER HUNT
Associated Press

SIOUX FALLS — The American Civil Liber-
ties Union is investigating whether the South
Dakota Department of Social Services vio-
lated federal law by removing Native Ameri-
can children from their homes and placing
them in foster care instead of with relatives.

Tate Walker, an ACLU spokeswoman in
Sioux Falls, said the civil rights organization
has fielded individual complaints for years
from families who said the state violated the
federal Indian Child Welfare Act. The law di-
rects officials to place Native American chil-
dren removed from homes with their
relatives or tribes except in unusual situa-
tions.

But the cases had been too scattered and
disparate to tackle, Walker said, until a recent
National Public Radio series accused the
state of routinely breaking the law and dis-
rupting the lives of hundreds of Native Ameri-
cans each year.

“That aired and then boom: We’re getting
calls left and right,” Walker told The Associ-
ated Press on Tuesday. “The outcry was phe-
nomenal, not only from people demanding
that something be done, but also from sev-
eral potential plaintiffs.”

The ACLU investigation could lead to a po-
tential lawsuit that would unite complainants
as plaintiffs against the state.

The three-part NPR report described Na-

tive American children as being placed in
South Dakota's foster care system at a dispro-
portionate rate: More than half of all children
in foster care are Native American, despite
them accounting for just 15 percent of the
state's child population.

The series suggested that the motive
might be money, since the state gets federal
financial assistance for each child removed
from his or her home. It also suggested a con-
flict of interest in Gov. Dennis Daugaard's
work for Children's Home Society of South
Dakota when he was a lieutenant governor.
That organization received millions of dollars
for housing Native American children under
contracts the state awarded without competi-
tive bid.

The governor's office criticized the report
and went on the defensive even before the se-
ries began airing last week, releasing a memo
titled "Setting the Record Straight" that ac-
cused NPR's reporter of being unfair and bi-
ased. According to the memo, Children's
Home Society has had contracts with the
state since 1978, long before Daugaard be-
came its chief operating officer in 2002.

While Walker commended the NPR report,
she said the ACLU isn't out to attack the gov-
ernor.

“It’s not about the governor. It’s about
these kids,” she said. “They deserve someone
to check into this.”

At the center of the conflict, she said, is a

merging of state, federal and tribal jurisdic-
tion that is difficult to navigate. The ACLU
hopes the spotlight on the issue will prompt
new legislation to make it easier for child-pro-
tective services workers to do their jobs.

On its website, NPR describes the three-
part series as the culmination of a yearlong
investigation.

“Some children are removed from their
homes for legitimate reasons,” the series’ in-
troduction reads. “But in South Dakota very
few are taken because they’ve been physi-
cally or sexually abused. Most are taken
under a far more subjective set of circum-
stances.”

After the series began airing, two mem-
bers of Congress — U.S. Reps. Ed Markey, D-
Mass, and Dan Boren, D-Okla. — sent a letter
to the Interior Department of Indian Affairs
calling for an investigation.

“If the information on the NPR article is
accurate, it would appear that the state of
South Dakota has failed not only to abide by
the mandates of federal law but also failed its
Indian children, their families and their tribes
by violating the letter and spirit” of the Indian
Child Welfare Act, the congressmen wrote to
Larry Echo Hawk, Indian Affairs' assistant
secretary.

The federal law was passed in 1978 to help
ensure that Native American children weren't
separated from their families and tribes
through involuntary removal.

ACLU To Probe If S.D. Breaks Child-Protection Laws

OMAHA, Neb. (AP) — For the
first time in nearly two years, the
overall Business Conditions
Index for a nine-state region of
the Midwest and Plains has taken
a negative turn.

A report released Tuesday on
the survey of supply managers
and executives said the index
dropped to 49.9 in October, from
52.2 in September.

The survey uses a collection of
indexes ranging from zero to 100.
Organizers have said that any sur-
vey score above 50 suggests
growth while a score below 50
suggests decline for that factor. 

Creighton University econom-
ics professor Ernie Goss, who
oversees the survey, said one
reading slightly below a growth-
neutral 50 doesn’t signal a reces-
sion. 

“But if the index continues to
weaken in the months ahead, the
likelihood of a return to reces-
sionary economic conditions be-
comes a real possibility for
2012,” said Goss, who heads the
university’s Economic Forecast-
ing Group. “It is evident that the
weakness in the national econ-
omy has now hit the regional
economy,” he said.

The survey states are
Arkansas, Iowa, Kansas, Min-
nesota, Missouri, Nebraska,
North Dakota, Oklahoma and
South Dakota.

One of the brighter spots in
the survey was the confidence
index, which looks six months
ahead. It rose to a still weak 49.5
in October from 40.5 in Septem-
ber.

The prices-paid index, which
tracks the cost of raw materials
and supplies, dropped to 56 from
September’s 66.3. 

“This is the lowest reading for
our inflation gauge that we have

recorded since June 2009, the
last month of the recession,”
Goss said. “Lower inflation in the
pipeline will give the Federal Re-
serve more flexibility to further
stimulate the economy.”

Other components of the Oc-
tober index:   

— New orders dropped to
45.4 from 49.6 in September.  

— Production or sales
dropped to 48.5 from 50.4.  

— Employment dipped to 49
from 49.6. 

— Trade rose to 48 from 45.5. 

WASHINGTON (AP) — Presi-
dent Barack Obama says what's
best for the American people and
the economy will guide his ad-
ministration's decision on
whether a Canadian company
can go ahead with a transnational
oil pipeline to Texas.

The proposed pipeline has
prompted protests across the
country. Demonstrators have
also been arrested in front of the
White House.

Obama said Tuesday that

among the factors to be evalu-
ated is whether the pipeline
would threaten drinking water
supplies in places where it would
be located. He said a decision
will be based on what's best for
the economy and the American
people, including their health.
The State Department is leading
the review because the pipeline
crosses an international border.

Obama commented in inter-
views with local TV stations from
Omaha, Neb., and Houston.

Obama: What's Best To Guide Pipeline Ruling

Midwest Economic Survey Takes A Negative Turn


