
 Pancakes, Rolls, Eggs, 
 Ham or Sausage, Milk, 

 Juice or Coffee

 KC Hall 
 2700 N. Broadway

 Breakfast served second 
 Sunday of the month.

 Knights of 
 Columbus 

 THIS SUNDAY
 8:30 a.m.–12:30 p.m.

 BREAKFAST

 Everyone Welcome!

 Out On The Town

 CJ’s At The Lak e
 CJatthelake.com  for menu’s, events & bands  • 402-388-4267 
 Weigan Rd., NE side of the lake • 10 miles north of Crofton • 11 miles southwest of Yankton

 OPEN ALL YEAR!

 MONDAY:  16 Oz. Ribeye wih Salad Bar   $12.95
 TUESDAY:  Taco   99¢
 WEDNESDAY:  16 Oz. Ribeye with Salad Bar  $12.95
 THURSDAY:  Hamburgers  $1.00
 FRIDAY:  Supreme Seafood Buffet  $13.95
 SATURDAY:  Supreme Seafood Buffet with Prime Rib  $13.95
 BREAKFAST BUFFET EVERY SATURDAY & SUNDAY 8AM

••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• ••••••••

 Gulliksons
 Serving from Menu 

 5:30-8:00

 VFW  Post 791
 209 Cedar

 Karaoke with Papa Ray
 7pm-11pm

 6-7pm – Domestic Beers 
 $1.50

 5-7pm – Hamburger/
 Pizza Burger & Fries  $5.00

 Thursday

 Free Membership Dinner *

 * to paid members
 Serving 5:30-8:00

 Bing o  Wed. at 7:00pm
 Sunday at 6:30pm

 Happy Hou r  M-F 4:30-7:30

 Friday

 Saturday 

 Chislic Served Last 
 Wednesday of Each Month

 OPEN TO THE PUBLIC
 Wednesday & Sunday
 5-7pm – Cooks Choice 

 Joe’s 
 Substation

 Rural Lesterville • 605-364-7414

 Don’t Miss Our
 All-You-Can-Eat 

 Broasted Chicken 
 & Pollock Buffet

 With Salad Bar

 Every 
 Wednesday 

 5 to 9pm

 2007 Broadway, Yankton 
 Open 11am-2:30pm, 4pm-9pm

 UNDER NEW OWNERSHIP 
 SINCE  JUNE 1, 2011

 All You Can Eat 
 Lunch & Dinner 

 Buffet

 Express Delivery 
 Available
 (City of Yankton) 

 $15 minimum for FREE Delivery

 605.260.1688

 20 %

 7 Days A Week!
 OFF

 Holiday Craft & Gifts Show
 Fri., Nov. 11 thru Sun., Nov. 13

 Friday 10-9, Saturday 10-5:30- Sunday 12-5 
 (Exhibits on the north side of theatre gate)
 For vendor space call Kathy 402-669-6774

 email: kdovelshows@yahoo.com

 NIGHT
 Saturday, November  12 t h  • 7:30p m
 Over $800 In Pay Out s • Door Prizes To Be Given Away
 Beseda Hall, Tabor • Lunch Served Prior to the Games

 8th Annual 

 Tabor Ambulance

 310 Walnut, Yankton

 Moose Lodge
 FEATHER FEATHER

 PARTY PARTY
 Sunday, Nov. 13th
 1:30 -4:30 p.m.

 Come & Win a Turkey or 
 Ham at Bingo, Pitch, 

 Card & Paddle Games!

 Lunch served by WOTM
 Everybody Welcome

 Now Taking reservations 
 for Thanksgiving Dinner...

 Call 605-3933
 319 Walnut • Yankton

 Serving Soups, Taverns, 
 Pies & Desserts

 Everyone Welcome!

 Veteran’s Day
 Soup Kitchen

 The

 504 W. 27th
 Yankton  Friday, November 11th

 11:00AM-7:00PM

 Idle Hour Theatre

 Fri. 7:30 PM • Sat. 7:30 PM • Sun. 4 PM
 Students  $ 2.00    Adults  $ 5.00

 Nov. 11, 12 & 13

 Tripp, SD

 Dolphin Tale

 DOOR PRIZES EVERY  HOUR • FREE PARKING
 OVER 150 EXHIBITORS

 25th Annual Holiday Collections

 $ 1.00 Off
 Adult Admission

 Sioux City Convention Center   – 801 4th St.

 CRAFT FAIR CRAFT FAIR CRAFT FAIR
 November 19 & 20

 Saturday 9AM-5PM, Sunday 10AM-4PM

 First 125  (paid)  Each Day 
 Receive a Special Gift 

 Coat & Bag Check • Concessions
  Holiday Gifts & Decoration Ideas

 Open Thurs.-Fri.-Sat. at 5:30

 1-402-388-2400
 www.theargohotel.com
 email: argo@gpcom.net   CROFTON, NE

 The  Argo

 Happy 
 Holidays

 Open Friday & 
 Saturday For Your 
 Holiday Gatherings

 Great food...
 Great atmosphere...
 Great place to reunite...

 Closed Thursday 
 For Thanksgiving

 Veterans’ Day
 First 25 Veteran’s Receive a Free Gift 

 $10 Match Play Starting at 10:00AM

 FRIDAY, NOVEMBER  1 1TH

 SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 26TH
 Snow Blower Drawing at 10PM 

 Tickets Beginning November 1st
 Cashout $50 for $100 or more 

 Must be present to win!

 Sunday, November 12
 Monthly Cash Drawings

 6–$50 @ Intermission $16 Pays $50 
 Warmups 6pm, Reg. Session 6:30PM

 OHIYA RESTAURANT

 Mgmt. has the right to make changes at any given time.

 OHIYA BINGO HALL

 Saturday, November 12th
 Hunters Breakfast Buffet 

 $7.50 • 8AM-11AM

 Nebraska’s First Casino
 5 miles east of Niobrara, 
 NE off Hwy. 12 •  402-857-3860 
 www.ohiyacasino.com
 Owned and Operated 
 by The Santee Sioux Nation

 •  Visit with our design specialist for 
 great holiday decorating ideas

 •  Mini design presentations throughout the day
 •  Fish for10%-50% discounts 
 on your holiday decor purchase!

 211 W. 3rd Downtown Yankton LilyCrest 664.8800

 invites you to our...
 Customer Appreciation 

 Holiday Design Day
 Saturday, Nov. 12 • 10am-5pm 

 One Day Only!

 www.lilycrest.com

 Yankton Children’s Theatre Co.
 presents...

 Children’s Letters
 To God Fundraiser

 November 19, 2011
 Dinner 5:00-7:00pm

 Show at 7:30pm
 Yankton Elks Lodge, 

 504 W. 27th, Yankton
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Diekmann said.
“We searched for a professional

who was able to come for this con-
cert, and he accepted our invita-
tion,” Diekmann said.

Blersch told the Press &
Dakotan that he looks forward to
playing for the celebration.

“Dianne (Diekmann) and I have
been talking about this event for a
while,” he said. “The reinstallation
of the church’s organ is certainly a
huge milestone in recovering from
the devastation of the church’s fire,
and I’m excited for the opportunity
to be a part of this piece of the
church’s history.”

Sunday’s audience will partici-
pate in the concert, Blersch said.

“The concert will feature a vari-
ety of organ repertoire as well as
some hymn singing by the assem-
bly,” he said. “Since the organ’s pri-
mary role in worship is to lead the
assembly in song, it seems only ap-
propriate to showcase the newly-in-
stalled organ in this role as well as
its capabilities as a solo
instrument.”

STARTING YOUNG
The 44-year-old Blersch has

been an active church musician
since being appointed organist of
Peace Lutheran Church in Cincin-
nati at age 8.

“My parents had a small elec-
tronic organ in their house as my
dad wanted to learn to play. My
mom tells me that, as a young child,
I would sit at the bench for hours a
day working my way up and down
the keyboards, being fascinated
with the instrument,” he said.

“When I was 6, our church or-
ganist helped my parents find some-
one who would teach me. That was
a little unusual for a 6-year-old to
study organ — especially consider-
ing I couldn’t even reach the pedals
yet and had to sit on large books to
be able to see the music rack on the
church’s organ.”

However, Blersch remained un-
deterred in his love of the organ.

“By the time I was 8, with my
church organist’s encouragement, I
began to play a hymn while she
took communion. It wasn’t long be-
fore I was her substitute while she
was on vacation and then agreed to
fill in for her while she took a mater-
nity leave,” he said.

“As it turns out, she decided not

to return to the organ bench after
her leave, and the church offered
me the position — while I was still
8. I stayed in that position until I left
for college, and my parents are still
members at that church (Peace
Lutheran in Cincinnati).”

Blersch is a graduate of the
Oberlin College Conservatory of
Music where he received degrees in
organ performance and music edu-
cation, and of the University of
Michigan, Ann Arbor, where he
earned the Doctor of Musical Arts
in Organ Performance.

Best known for his creative
hymn interpretations, Blersch regu-
larly performs recitals and hymn
festivals across the United States.
His performances have also been
featured on American Public
Media’s “Pipedreams” and “The
Lutheran Hour.”

More than 80 of his composi-
tions and collections are published
exclusively with Concordia Publish-
ing House. Four of his original hymn
tunes are included in Lutheran
Service Book (2006).

His commissioned compositions
include hymn settings for LCMS
youth gatherings and conventions.
He has also composed a setting of
U.S. Poet Laureate Ted Kooser’s
poem “So This Is Nebraska” for a

performance at a convention of the
American Choral Directors
Association.

Blersch has released two com-
pact disc recordings of his own
compositions and arrangements,
entitled “Resounding Alleluias” and
“On Christmas Night.” 

A BITTERSWEET MOMENT
For Diekmann, Sunday’s con-

cert will bring back a flood of
memories.

She vividly remembers watching
fire and smoke consume St. John’s
in the early hours of the 2009 blaze.

“I was standing outside (the
church on) the morning of the fire.
The tears were just flowing, seeing
everything go up,” she said. “I had
just played the organ on the day be-
fore. I was the last one to play it be-
fore the fire.”

The organ was lost, but firefight-
ers retrieved the music, Diekmann
said.

“The sheet music was just black.
You couldn’t see what was on the
pages,” she said. “I still  have it in a
bag at home.”

For the next year, St. John’s
parishioners worshipped at Marian
Auditorium on the Mount Marty
College campus. The congregation
moved back into its sanctuary 1 1/2

years ago, but the organists — Diek-
mann, Phyllis Nielsen, Donna Kn-
odel and Sheila Peterson — used an
electronic piano while the organ
continued receiving repairs.

“The large metal pipes were able
to be cleaned and reused,” Diek-
mann said. “But all of the wooden
pipes and the rest of the organ had
to be replaced with new materials
because there was too much
damage.”

St. John’s original organ came
when the church was built in 1969.
The organ, consisting of 11 ranks
and 743 pipes, was designed and
built by Charles Hendrickson Organ
Company of St. Peter, Minn., at a
cost of less than $15,000.

A dedication service was held
Nov. 9, 1969. Manz was the guest or-
ganist. Charles Hendrickson, his
wife Birgitta and 2-year-old son Eric
attended.

A $25,000 update to the organ
was done in 2006.

After the 2009 fire, the organ has
been rebuilt by the Hendrickson
company. The organ has been en-
larged to 12 ranks with 804 pipes
and is valued at nearly $200,000.
This time, the major installation
work was done by Eric
Hendrickson.

Charles, Birgitta and Eric

Hendrickson plan to attend Sun-
day’s concert.

Last Sunday’s dedication service
featured the four St. John’s organ-
ists, who began playing as early
teenagers in their home congrega-
tions and offer a combined 193
years of experience. The service
consisted of favorite hymns and
organ compositions selected by the
organists.

“Our organists love playing the
pipe organ, and having it back is a
joy,” Diekmann said. “There’s noth-
ing like the sound of a pipe organ.”

After spending 1 1/2 years play-
ing an electronic piano, the St.
John’s organists needed to reac-
quaint themselves with organ
music, Diekmann said.

“With the electric piano, there’s
no pedal keyboard,” she said. “The
music for the organ has feet that
you don’t find with piano music.
It’s a different music and inspiring.”

However, the additional work of
refamiliarizing themselves with the
organ is well worth it, Diekmann
said. She considers sacred music a
special part of worship.

“Martin Luther said, next to the
Word of God, music deserves the
highest praise,” she said.

Organ
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