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marketing dollars. Most of the major
studios, and a few of the most pro-
lific indie outfits, are charged with
selling at least two films this Oscar
season.

Sony Pictures is promoting the
well-reviewed Brad Pitt-starrer “Mon-
eyball,” which has already earned
$70 million, and “Dragon Tattoo.”

Warner Bros. has a slew of
movies on its plate this season, in-
cluding “Extremely Loud,” “Harry
Potter,” “J. Edgar” and Steven Soder-
bergh’s “Contagion.” Paramount Pic-
tures is launching campaigns for
Jason Reitman’s dark comedy”
Young Adult” starring Charlize
Theron as a former high-school
mean girl who never grows up and
Scorsese’s “Hugo.”

In addition to “Shame,” Fox
Searchlight is selling Alexander
Payne’s “The Descendants,” starring
George Clooney, and Terrence Mal-
ick’s “The Tree of Life.” DreamWorks
Pictures will be hyping “War Horse”
and “The Help.”

The other contender never to be
ignored is Harvey Weinstein, the
man often credited with master-
minding how today’s studios cam-
paign for awards.

His company is distributing “The
Artist,” which will include a heavy
Oscar push, but he will also be look-
ing for love with “My Week With Mar-
ilyn,” starring Michelle Williams as
Marilyn Monroe, and “The Iron
Lady,” which, with Meryl Streep
playing Margaret Thatcher, just re-
ceived a limited Dec. 30 release date.

In the end, while the wins are
meaningful, it's the nominations that
are the crucial part to the business
of Hollywood — and what really
helps the film’s overall box-office re-
ceipts.

“Let’s see what happens with
‘Hugo,”” said Graham King, a pro-
ducer of the film, who is hoping that
the film’s homage to the creation of
cinema will resonate “very strongly”
with Oscar voters. “It would really
help us if we had some nominations
on a poster.”
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events in 35 states.”

While this is the fourth year
the fall Lifelight tour will be in
Yankton, Hummel believes organ-
izers have done a great job of
changing up the schedule each
year to keep it fresh and fun.

Another big change is this
year the concert is free to every-
one.

“Lifelight has a development
director now,” Hummel said.
“Their job was to develop this
tour and find the funding for the
tour. We have still had to cover
some of the local funding our-
selves, but the show is free this
year. We are still looking for dona-
tions, of course. We do have a few
things that still need to be cov-
ered, but nothing too out of the
realm for people to reach.”



