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prove particularly challenging with the
current budget woes, she said.

The impact of Army restructuring
has already been announced for Yank-
ton-based Charlie Battery.

Maj. Gen. Timothy Reisch, the adju-
tant general for South Dakota, spoke of
the cuts during a recent interview with
the Press & Dakotan. The 1st Battalion,
147th Field Artillery — which includes
Charlie Battery — will lose 110 slots
under Army restructuring, which goes
into effect Sept. 1, 2012.

The reduction of 110 slots repre-
sents nearly 25 percent of the battal-
ion’s manpower, he said.

“You have a battalion with 479 slots,
and you're taking 110 of them out,” he
said. “Any time you lose that many
slots out of a battalion, there is going to
be an impact.

“But [ tell you, this isn’t the first time
there has been reorganization, and the
Guard has always taken its time (in
making decisions) and conditioned it-
self in a fair and consistent manner.”

Reisch emphasized a South Dakota
National Guard (SDNG) unit will remain
in Yankton and retain its armory. How-
ever, the local unit will change its Char-
lie Battery name.

In terms of downsizing around the
state, 16 different units are impacted by
manpower cuts, Reisch said. The 1/147
is followed closely by the 139th
Brigade, which is losing 104 slots.

Among area units, the 153rd Engi-
neer Battalion is losing 11 slots, while

the 730th Area Support Medical Com-
pany of Vermillion is losing two slots,
he said.

The SDNG will do its best to reorgan-
ize with minimal upheaval, Reisch said.
“We will do it in such a manner as we
take care of our soldiers to the best ex-
tent possible,” he said.

The 1/147 will continue working with
the Multiple Launch Rocket System
(MLRS), Reisch said. The battalion will
change from its current three firing bat-
teries, each with six launchers, to two
firing batteries with eight launchers
each.

The reduction to two firing batteries
can mean more soldiers will be seeking
fewer available promotions, Reisch
said.

The SDNG will continue fulfilling its
dual role of a state mission while play-
ing an active role in the war on terror,
Reisch said. The SDNG has deployed
more than 4,500 Army Guard members
and more than 1,500 Air Guard
members.

At the present time, Charlie Battery
is not slated for another deployment,
he said. However, the 730th Area Sup-
port Medical Company of Vermillion
was recently notified it will deploy in
July to Afghanistan for Operation En-
during Freedom.

The 730th and its 75 assigned mem-
bers provide medical services.

“In my 5 1/2 months as adjutant gen-
eral, we have had six mobilizations,” he
said. “And eight more units have been
identified for deployment by the sum-
mer of 2013.”

On the other hand, some units
slated for deployment could be told to
stand down as the situation changes in
the coming months and year, the adju-
tant general said.

During Friday’s interview with the
Press & Dakotan, Noem said she sup-
ports the idea of a drawdown that
would bring South Dakota troops home
from combat.

“We want our boys and girls home,”
she said. “We want them to be here
with us.”

Noem said she couldn’t speak
specifically to some issues surrounding
a drawdown, noting she doesn’t have
all of the inside military information.

In that respect, she relies on the ex-
pertise of the military leaders.

“If the generals advise a plan of op-
eration, then I can support it,” she said.
Noem said she looked forward to
speaking at the Veteran’s Day banquet

in Yankton.

Looking out at the packed room, she
said it was important for veterans to
gather not just for the annual banquet
but at other times throughout the year.

“They know and can feel what other
vets have seen,” she said. “It’s very ben-
eficial that they share time together.”

Veteran’s Day also provides an im-
portant opportunity for the public,
Noem said.

“We want to say ‘thank you’ (to vet-
erans) for putting your life on the line,”
she said. “We need to thank them for
their sacrifices (while in the service)
and that they continue to make.”

Veterans can teach valuable lessons,
but those lessons must be captured
now before the older generations pass
away, she said.

“We need them to tell us their sto-
ries, and we need to learn from his-
tory,” she said. “We must never repeat
the mistakes of the past.

“We will always be grateful (to veter-
ans), and we need to show our grati-
tude for that.”
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Deaths At Occupy

OAKLAND, Calif. (AP) — Leaders
across the country felt increasing pres-
sure Friday to shut down Occupy en-
campments after two men died in
shootings and another was found dead
from a suspected combination of drugs
and carbon monoxide poisoning caused
by a propane heater inside a tent.

Citing a strain on crime-fighting re-
sources, police first pleaded with and
then ordered Occupy Oakland protest-
ers to leave their encampment at the
City Hall plaza where a man was shot
and killed late Thursday.

The Oakland Police Officer’s Associ-
ation, which represents rank-and-file po-
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Camps Bring Pressure For Shutdown

lice, issued an open letter saying the
camp is pulling officers away from
crime-plagued neighborhoods.

“With last night’s homicide, in broad
daylight, in the middle of rush hour,
Frank Ogawa Plaza is no longer safe,”
the letter said. “Please leave peacefully,
with your heads held high, so we can
get police officers back to work fighting
crime in Oakland neighborhoods.”

Late in the afternoon, police officers
acting at the direction of Mayor Jean
Quan distributed fliers to protesters
warning that the camp violates the law
and must be disbanded immediately.
The notices warned campers they

- 401K

would face arrest if tents and other ma-
terials were not removed, although the
warnings did not say by when.

The city issued similar written warn-
ings before officers raided the encamp-
ment before dawn on Oct. 25 with tear
gas and bean bags projectiles before ar-
resting 85 people. A day later, Quan al-
lowed protesters to reclaim the
disbanded site and the camp has grown
substantially since then.

City Council President Larry Reid
said outside City Hall on Friday that the
shooting was further proof the tents
must come down.
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Join a Winning Team!

Customer Care & Collections
Representatives Needed

Our growth has created openings with our team in Yankton

for high energy, self motivated individuals who possess a
good phone personality and enjoy helping people. Our full-
time positions provide you with a fun and welcoming work
atmosphere while you reach your financial goals.

So apply online today at

www.firstnational.com

*Health, life, dental and vision insurance
- Long term/short term disability insurance

Open Interview Sessions:
Thursday, November 17
11am-7pm

First National Bank

We’re an equal opportunity employer

OUR CLASSIFIEDS WORK FOR YOU!

CALL THE P&D AT (605) 665-7811
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Phyllis Karolevitz

“The staff at Avera Sacred Heart Hospice
treated my late husband, Bob, and me
with such dignity and class. They always
made sure he was comfortable.”

— PHYLLIS KAROLEVITZ

IS NATIONAL HOSPICE MONTH

November is National Hospice Manth!

Find out how Avera Sacred Heart Hospice

can assist and support individuals and families
facing the end stages of a serious illness.

Our highly skilled team including a physician,
nurse, social warker, chaplain and hospice
aide will focus on pain and symptom control
and emotional, physical and spiritual support.
Twenty years of hospice care and experienced
staff are here for your needs. You need Look
no further than Avera Sacred Heart Hospice.

Hospice was a hlessing for Phyllis and
Bob Karolevitz when Bob needed care.
Give us a call at (605) 668-8327 to find out
if hospice is right for your family.

Avera N

Sacred Heart Hosplipf L

www.AveraSacredHeart.org




