
PIERRE – More South Dakota
students are taking Advanced
Placement exams and are per-
forming better on those exams,
according to a report recently re-
leased by the College Board.  

Participation in Advanced
Placement exams has risen
steadily in South Dakota since
2006-2007, when 1,948 students
took at least one AP exam. Last
year, 2,481 students took at least
one AP exam, an increase of more
than 27 percent in five years’
time. Those 2,481 students took a
total of 4,207 AP exams. 

“What’s even more impressive
is that the number of exams on
which students scored a 3 or bet-
ter increased by 15 percent over
the previous year,” said Sarah
Carter, who oversees Advanced
Placement for the state. 

Students who receive a score
of 3 or better on an AP exam can
receive college credit. 

The pass percentage for all
students in South Dakota was
67.9 percent in 2011, 10 percent-

age points higher than the na-
tional average of 57.9 percent.

“Increasing the rigor of the
high school experience and mak-
ing sure that our students are
properly prepared for education
beyond high school are ex-
tremely important,” said South
Dakota Secretary of Education
Melody Schopp. “AP is one con-
crete way we can ramp up the
rigor for our students. So, we’re
excited to see these results.” 

Schopp credits the increase in
the number of AP exam test tak-
ers, in part, to the South Dakota
Virtual School. Since its introduc-
tion during school year 2007-
2008, the South Dakota Virtual
School has expanded to include a
more robust menu of Advanced
Placement courses, including a
number of AP courses offered to
students and districts for free.
That allows students in remote
areas of the state to access AP re-
sources not available before to
them.
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BY TOM AND RAY MAGLIOZZI
www.cartalk.com

Dear Tom and Ray:
When I was younger, I had a friend who

had an early-’80s Pontiac Firebird. It was in
rough shape, and it had the 305 small-block
engine with a four-barrel carburetor. It never
seemed to run smoothly, and it could have
used a tuneup. During this time, the owner of
the Firebird was living with a mutual friend,
who had a little brother. The little brother
and his friend didn’t like owner of the Fire-
bird, so for a week they urinated into a plas-
tic gallon jug behind the garage, with the
intent of dumping it into the gas tank of the
Firebird. So, one morning the owner of the
Firebird showed up at my door and told me
to hop in. He was really excited, and when I
got into the car, he went on about how his ve-
hicle was running the best it had ever run,
and he couldn’t figure out why. It was true --
the engine ran like a clock, and the dual ex-
haust sounded great. I had learned the night
before that the ”homemade octane booster”
had been added to the tank. My question is
this: Was this just a fluke occurrence? Or is
every portable potty a fuel source just wait-

ing to be discovered? -- Rob
P.S. My apologies to the man in the con-

vertible behind us on that fateful day.
TOM: Well, I think we’ve finally discovered

the secret behind Marvel Mystery Oil!
RAY: We don’t have any idea, Rob. I’ve

never tried this, never wanted to try it and
don’t intend to ever try it.

TOM: I’m glad to hear that, because now I
can eliminate that as the reason my ’78 Fiat

has been running so well lately.
RAY: The only possible explanation I can

even make up is that the urea in the urine
served as a cleaning solvent of some kind
and removed some gums and varnishes from
the Firebird’s carburetor and allowed it to de-
liver fuel more evenly.

TOM: You could say they put a tiger in his
tank!

RAY: But the fact that we have other fuel-
system cleaners designed specifically to re-
move varnishes that don’t -- as far as I know --
contain urea reinforces my belief that this an-
swer has no basis in reality.

TOM: Of course, that could be said about
most of my brother’s answers.

RAY: I think this is best left to the
chemists and chemical engineers who read
our column. Guys and gals? Got any
thoughts? Send them to us at
www.cartalk.com.

Get more Click and Clack in their new book, ”Ask Click
and Clack: Answers from Car Talk.” Got a question about
cars? Write to Click and Clack in care of this newspaper, or
email them by visiting the Car Talk website at
www.cartalk.com.

CAR TALK
Tom and Ray Magliozzi

Portable Potties: New Fuel Source?

BY TED KOOSER 
U.S. POET LAUREATE, 2004-2006

It seems to me that most poems are set in spring or summer,
and I was pleased to discover this one by Molly Fisk, a Californian,
set in cold midwinter.

WINTER SUN
How valuable it is in these short days,

threading through empty maple branches,
the lacy-needled sugar pines.

Its glint off sheets of ice tells the story
of Death’s brightness, her bitter cold.

We can make do with so little, just the hint
of warmth, the slanted light.

The way we stand there, soaking in it,
mittened fingers reaching.

And how carefully we gather what we can
to offer later, in darkness, one body to another.

American Life in Poetry is made possible by The Poetry Foundation, publisher of
Poetry magazine. It is also supported by the Department of English at the University of
Nebraska-Lincoln.†Poem copyright ©2010 by Molly Fisk from her most recent book of
poetry, The More Difficult Beauty, Hip Pocket Press, 2010. Reprinted by permission of
Molly Fisk and the publisher.†Introduction copyright ©2011 by The Poetry Foundation.
The introduction's author, Ted Kooser, served as United States Poet Laureate Consultant
in Poetry to the Library of Congress from 2004-2006. We do not accept unsolicited
manuscripts.

LIFE IN POETRY

A Snapshot Of A
Cold Midwinter Sun

 Laura Guenther and Cole McClug were 
 married July 9, 2011, at Sacred Heart Parish with 

 Rev. Mark Lichter officiating.
 Parents of the couple are Ken and Carol Guenther of 

 Yankton, and Mark and Sandy McClug of Sioux Falls.
 A reception was held at the Kelly Inn/Minerva’s in 

 Yankton, with Mark and Patty Wiedenfeld, Hartington, NE, 
 as hosts

 The bride is a 2nd grade teacher in Harrisburg. The 
 groom works for Active Data Systems in Sioux Falls. 

 Matron of honor was Lisa Clemens, Sioux Falls. 
 Bridesmaids were Joan Guenther, Kansas City, MO; Jill 
 Barch, Sioux Falls; Amy DesLauriers, Sioux Falls; and 
 Susan Stotz, Yankton. Flower girl was Bricelyn Barch, Sioux 
 Falls. The bride’s personal attendant was Phylis Trenhaile,  Guenther-McClug
 Wayne, NE.

 Ritch Noble, Sioux Falls, was the best man. Groomsmen were Jeff Guenther, Kansas City, 
 MO; Sam Clemens, Sioux Falls; Alan Barch, Sioux Falls; and Marty DesLauriers, Sioux Falls. 
 Ring bearer was Joseph Clemens, Sioux Falls. 

 Wednesday, November  1 6 th  •  2:3 0 – 5:30
 1 505 E. SD Hwy 50, Yankton       Refreshments provided

 Come join us for our Open House with a tour of
        our facility and see what we do at

 Celebrating over

 50 years   in the

 Yankton Community.

 Lillian (Capek) and Alan 
 Schenkel were married 60 years 
 ago on Saturday, Nov. 12, 1951, at 
 Martinus Lutheran Church, rural 
 Utica, SD.

 They have seven children – 
 Daniel & Linda of  Yankton, SD; 
 David & Julie of  Tyndall, SD; 
 Dale & MaryBeth of  Yankton, SD; 
 Darrell & Rhonda of Utica, SD; 
 LeAnn & Nick Kniffen of Tyndall, 

 SD; Douglas (deceased) & Lorraine & Peter Sorenson of Tabor, SD – 
 and 20 grandchildren and 8 great-grandchildren.

 Their children are requesting a card shower and greetings 
 may be sent to: 29842 437th Ave., Utica, SD 57067

 Celebrating 60 Years

 The Cutting Crew The Cutting Crew  LLC

 409 Cedar St., Yankton • 605.664.4400
  (Located one block north of Cotton Oil in with Mike Lemon Insurance)

 Samantha Schieffer
 has moved to the Cutting Crew 
 on 409 Cedar St., Yankton
 She has $2.00 off men’s haircuts 
 for the month of November. 
 Come in or give Samantha 

 a call at 605.664.4400 to 
 make an appointment.

 312 W. 3rd, Yankton • 665-9092
 Boston Shoes to Boots

 Women’s Boots To Fit Any 
 Winter Day

 Waterproof, fringe, 
 sheepskin, 
 insulated...

 WE HAVE IT!

 Maranatha Christian Counseling

 Dr.  Carol Mehlhaff
 605-520-0477  • 2001 Broadway, Yankton, SD 57078

 • Relationship Conflict  • Anger
 • Loss/Grief  • Stress
 • Eating Disorders  • Adolescent Issues
 • Divorce Adjustment  • Abuse
 • Depression

 MORNING
 COFFE E

 WEEKDAYS MONDAY-FRIDAY
 Tuesday, November 15

 7:40 am
 Yankton County Commission

 8:20 am
  Hy-Vee Nutritionist

 8:45 am
 Dakota Territorial Museum

 Wednesday, November 16
 7:40 am - The Banquet

  8:20 am - Hy-Vee Dietician

BY JENNIFER H.
Social Security Claims Representative in
Yankton

Some of the strongest and
most youthful superheroes to
jump from the pages of comic
books to the silver screen in re-
cent years are old enough to be
receiving full Social Security re-
tirement benefits. Whether
standing before the bat-com-
puter or going online at the
fortress of solitude, these guys
were certainly wise enough to
apply for retirement benefits at
www.socialsecurity.gov.

Superman may be America’s
most popular superhero, and
also the oldest to hit the screen
in recent years. The man of steel
was created in 1932. The guy’s 79
years old and he has a new
movie coming out in 2012. Super-
man does mostly volunteer work,
but even if he earns wages as
Clark Kent, his benefits won’t be
offset since he reached his full re-
tirement age.

Batman made his debut in
1939, and he’s about to star in
another feature film, running
around like a 30-year-old. Also in
his 70s, Mr. Wayne is getting full
retirement benefits — and Robin
too. The same can’t be said for
the Joker or Penguin; you can’t
collect benefits while you’re in
prison.

The Green Lantern and Cap-
tain America made their silver
screen debuts this year. They
were “born” in 1940 and 1941,
and also are of retirement age.
One would expect Captain Amer-
ica to look a little more like Uncle

Sam these days, but as is true
with many Social Security re-
tirees today, staying active keeps
him young.

For the “silver age” of comic
book heroes, retirement isn’t
quite here yet. Spider-Man slung
his first web in 1962, the same
year the incredible Hulk burst
into being. Iron Man and the X-
Men first appeared in 1963. They
may not be ready to retire just
yet, but it’s a good time for them
to take a look at the online Re-
tirement Estimator, where they
can get an instant, personalized
estimate of future retirement
benefits. Come to think of it, if
the Hulk or any of the X-Men ever
get severely injured, they may
qualify for disability benefits
through Social Security. The
place to go for more information
is www.socialsecurity.gov.

Ask any of these superheroes
about retirement plans, and
you’re likely to get an earful.
They won’t be sitting around —
they’ll be staying active even as
they collect retirement benefits.
You don’t have to have a bat-
computer or be a superhero to
harness the power of the Retire-
ment Estimator at www.socialse-
curity.gov/estimator, or to apply
online for benefits at www.so-
cialsecurity.gov. Up, up, and
away into an active retirement!
YOUR QUESTIONS, OUR ANSWERS

Question: What does it mean
when I see a green address bar
on Social Security's website
when I am asked to enter per-
sonal information?

Answer: The green address

bar at the top of your screen indi-
cates the website has an ex-
tended validation certificate.
This means the information you
provide to Social Security will be
encrypted and the owner of the
website has been verified by a
certification authority. 

Extended validation certifi-
cates, and their green address
bar indicators, provide assur-
ance the website you are using is
legitimate and safe, and not a
phishing - or fake - site used to
trick you into revealing personal
information. 

We recently added extended
validation certificates to our se-
cure websites that ask you to
enter personal information. You
should check for the green ad-
dress bar and verify the website
owner is Social Security before
you enter any personal informa-
tion.

Question: I’ve forgotten my
password to use online Social Se-
curity services. Can I get a new
one?

Answer: If you have lost or
forgotten your password, you
will need to start the process for
getting a new password. For se-
curity reasons, password access
to your personal information will
be temporarily blocked until you
have created another permanent
password. Establishing a pass-
word involves three steps. You
can do this on the Internet:

Step 1:  To create a permanent
password, you need a Password
Request Code (PRC). Apply for a
Temporary Password Request
Code (PRC) at
https://secure.ssa.gov/acu/IPS_IN

TR/main.jsp
Step 2:  Wait at least 15 days

for your PRC letter to come in
the mail.

Step 3:  Create your perma-
nent password using the direc-
tions in your PRC letter.

Or you can do this by tele-
phone:

• Call us at 1-800-772-1213
(TTY 1-800-325-0778).

• Listen carefully to the menu
choices and follow the instruc-
tions

Question: My brother had an
accident at work last year and is
now receiving Social Security dis-
ability benefits. His wife and son
also receive benefits. Before his
accident, he helped support an-
other daughter by a woman he
never married. Is the second
child entitled to benefits?

Answer: The child may qual-
ify for Social Security benefits
even though your brother was
not married to the second child's
mother. The child’s caretaker
should file an application on her
behalf.  For more information,
visit us online at www.socialsecu-
rity.gov. 

Question: Our daughter, who
had two young children, passed
away two years ago. Her hus-
band is planning to remarry and
his fiancé wants to adopt the
children after the marriage. Will
the children lose the Social Secu-
rity survivor's benefits that they
currently receive?

Answer: No. The adoption of
a child already entitled to sur-
vivor's benefits does not termi-
nate the child's benefits.

SOCIAL SECURITY

No Need To Hang Up The Capes

P&D CLASSIFIEDS WORK FOR YOU! CALL (605) 665-7811

S C H O L A S T I C S

ROLL OF EXCELLENCE
– 4.0 GPA

SENIORS:
Tessa Goehring

JUNIORS:
Ashton Diede
Shelby Huber
Courtney Schaeffer
Allie Zanter

SOPHOMORES:
Cheyenne Edelman
Dylan Lehr
Emily Massey
Matthew Preszler

FRESHMEN:
Caleb Preszler
Parker Schultz
Laura Wollmann

7TH GRADERS:
Courtnee Edelman

6TH GRADERS:
Megan Black
Hailey Fergen
Paige Heckenlaible
Breanna Mehlhaf
Ashton Vaith

“A” HONOR ROLL –
3.6-3.99 GPA

SENIORS:
Ben Fischer 
Erika Hauck
MaryJo Mettler
Hannah Wollmann

JUNIORS:
Brittany Haberman
Jason Mehlhaf

SOPHOMORES:
Tyrell Bertsch

FRESHMEN:
Austin Handel
Caroline King
Derrick Lehr

8TH GRADERS:
Rylee Black
Jackson Diede
Preslee Edler
Seth Friesen
Keely Rademacher
Andrew Schaeffer

7TH GRADERS:
Jacob Hertz
Jacob Vaith
6th Graders:
Grace Abma

“B” HONOR ROLL –
3.0-3.59 GPA

SENIORS:
Rachael Hecht
Cody Herrboldt
Katelyn Kotalik
Alicia Kulish
Kyle Massey
David Schelske

JUNIORS:
Nathan Ellinger
Austin E. Herrboldt
Shiloe Rich

SOPHOMORES:
Kaci Bierle
Christina Herrboldt
Maddie Huber
Kylee Kessler
Nathan Kirschenman
Zachary Kotalik
Kelsey Walter

FRESHMEN:
Devon Bloch
Kristin Fischer
Natalie Fischer
Abby Herrboldt
Kaylee Kessler
Dustin Lehr
Darin Mehlhaf
Mitch Mehlhaf
Lindzie Vaith

8TH GRADERS:
Brody Bierle
Carmen Dyk
Logan Lehr
Elizabeth Massey
Tara Spencer

7TH GRADERS:
Eli Huber
Dominick Lehr
Jordan Mehlhaf
Kordell Munkvold

6TH GRADERS:
Hunter Huber
Carol Johnson
Brandon Sayler
Craig Schaeffer
Spencer Schultz

Menno Public School Honor Rolls

South Dakota Students Make
Significant Gains On AP Exams

www.yankton.net


