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2011 Tourney Marks A Bittersweet End To One-Site State Volleyball Tourneys

their team was in a time out or between sets, they'd need only to turn their head slightly to see the ac-
tion in one of the other classes, as the three courts used sat right next to each other.
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This weekend will mark the end of an era in South Dakota high school volleyball.
When the curtain closes on the 2011 state tournament, this weekend at Sioux Falls Arena, it will con-
clude what is currently planned as the final time that all three state volleyball tournaments are held in
the same site at the same time.
Until 2005 that was the norm. Fans from across the state would crowd into the Watertown Civic
Arena, Sioux Falls Arena or the Rushmore Plaza Civic Center to watch their teams battle for glory. If

As a reporter, it was both a blessing and a curse. There was no need to send people out in three
different directions, or weigh the costs of sending one person across the state to cover just one team.
But it also meant that you lived at the gym ™ sessions prior to rally scoring might run from 9 a.m. to late

in the evening ~ and you may have teams on all three courts at the same time. (Covering three simul-
taneous events, as you might imagine, is a challenge.)

But the sport has grown beyond the capacity of any one gym in the state to easily hold it, though
the recently voted on replacement for Sioux Falls Arena may come close. As a reporter and a fan, it
is sad to see that era pass by but, also as a fan, it is great to see a sport | love thriving.
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One of the hardest-working stu-
dent-athletes off the volleyball
court has now been recognized for
her efforts on the court.

Mount Marty senior outside
Carlie Lambert has been named
honorable mention all-Great Plains
Athletic Conference, as the league
announced its post-season volley-
ball honors on Wednesday.

“With the level of play in the
conference, we know how tough it
is to have anyone recognized,” said
Mount Marty head coach Candice
Climer. “For us to get somebody
recognized on there is great.”

On the court, Lambert posted a
team-high 324 kills this season,
ranking seventh in the league with
2.82 kills per game. She also
posted 25 ace serves, 279 digs and
34 blocks (15 solo). Her digs
ranked her second for MMC, while
she ranked third in ace serves.

The Madison native more than
doubled her kill output from last
season (132) and more than quadru-
pled her total digs (69) and ace
serves (5). She also set a career
high for solo blocks with 15.

“From last season to this season
you could see a ton of improve-
ment,” Climer noted. “Right after
last season was done, she only took
a week off and was back at it. She
has worked really hard for this.”

Lambert finishes her MMC ca-
reer with 530 kills, 40 ace serves,
402 digs and 100 blocks (31 solo).

While putting in a ton of work
on the court, Lambert has also
worked hard off the court as a sec-
ond-year radiology student, a com-
mitment that sees her spending an
average of 36 hours a week at Avera
Sacred Heart Hospital along with
her classwork.

Even though Lambert has con-
cluded her playing career, Climer
hopes that the example Lambert
gave on and off the court will help
Mount Marty build the program
into the future.

“This was significant for the
other girls to see, especially when
we’re trying to get things going,”
Climer said. “It was important for
our seniors to get that leadership
going.”

Besides Lambert, the Lancers
will graduate Jen Jerdee and Kristen
Grassa, both defensive specialists,
from a team that went 6-25, 1-14
in the GPAC.

Bears’ Cunningham Signs With Wayne State

BY JAMES D. CIMBUREK
james.cimburek@yankton.net

LAUREL, Neb. — Jade Cun-
ningham has grown up around the
sport of volleyball, in part because
her mother is a high school volley-
ball coach. Absorbing her sur-
roundings and a lot of work on her
own will now allow her to con-
tinue playing after high school.

The 5-10 standout from the
Laurel-Concord-Coleridge volley-
ball program has signed to compete
for NCAA Division II power
Wayne State College, the institu-
tion announced earlier this week.

The versatility of Cunningham,
who played both an outside hitter
and a setter position for the Bears,
was a main factor in her recruit-
ment, WSC head coach Scott
Kneifl said in a press release.

“Jade is a very intelligent on the
volleyball floor and is very versa-
tile, being able to step in and play
multiple positions,” he said. “She
has been around the game her
whole life, which gives her a differ-
ent view point than a lot of play-
ers.”

Cunningham earned first-team
all-state honors in both her sopho-
more and junior seasons, with the
2011 selections yet to be an-
nounced. She was a four-year
starter for the Bears, who went 24-
6 this past season and 78-34 during
her prep career.

Her coach and mother, Patti
Cunningham, felt that her daugh-
ter’s court awareness played a
major factor in her success.

“She’s been around the game a
lot. She sees scenarios in her head,
and does some of the little things
that allowed plays to go our way,
both offensively and defensively.”

Jade credits the competition the
Bears faced each season, as well as
her teammates, with helping her
improve.

“Our conference has been decent
each year, and we’ve added some
tournaments where we play some
of the better teams. We're facing
better opposition,” she said. “Play-
ing with the group we had has been
great, too. We've leamed a lot from
each other.”

While the opportunity to con-
tinue her playing career was a wel-

Georgia Pulls Away To Beat South Dakota State 72-61

ATHENS, Ga. (AP) —
ATHENS, Ga. (AP) — Donte’
Williams scored 17 points to lead
Georgia to a 72-61 win over pesky
South Dakota State on Wednesday
night.

South Dakota State (1-2) led by
seven points in each half and was
tied as late as 14:09 to play. But
Georgia freshman Nemanja
Djurisic came off the bench to
score 12 of his 14 points in the
second half as the Bulldogs pulled
away late.

Georgia (3-0) also got 15 points
from Gerald Robinson and 14 from
freshman Kentavious Caldwell-
Pope.

Nate Wolters scored 15 to lead
the Jackrabbits, and Taevaunn
Prince added 13.

The two teams opened the game
with atrocious offense. The Bull-
dogs made just three of their first
18 shots, and the Jackrabbits just
two of their first 10.

South Dakota State was first to

put together some offensive consis-
tency with an 8-0 run that gave the
Jackrabbits a 17-10 lead with 7:11
to go in the half. Wolters, averag-
ing 26 points a game coming into
the contest, scored his first five
points during the stretch.

Robinson shouldered Georgia’s
first-half rally, scoring seven
straight points that tied the score
22-22 with 3:04 left in the half. It
was tied 29-29 at halftime after
Prince’s putback at the buzzer.

By then the two teams had
warmed up to a relatively efficient
35 percent from the field.

The Jackrabbits raced to an early
lead in the second half, going up
38-31 with 17:08 remaining on a
layup by Chad White. But the
Bulldogs rallied with a 7-0 run,
capped by Robinson’s steal and
layup that tied the game 38-38
with 15:45 to go.

Georgia took its first lead of the
second half on a 3-pointer by Cald-
well-Pope with 14:09 remaining.

At 10:20, Caldwell-Pope tipped in
a basket to put the Bulldogs up 52-
44,

South Dakota State hung in
until Georgia’s athleticism led to
three straight baskets by Djurisic,
on a lob, a fast-break layup and an
acrobatic layup, giving Georgia a
66-55 lead with 3:36 to go.

South Dakota State never
warmed up from the line, hitting
just 12 of 23 free throws (52.2 per-
cent).

Georgia now plays California
on Monday in Kansas City in the
next round of the Progressive CBE
Classic. South Dakota State comes
back to Georgia on Monday to play

Niagara in Macon.
GEORGIA 72, S. DAKOTA ST. 61
S. DAKOTA ST. (1-2)

Wolters 6-16 2-6 15, Carlson 3-5 1-3 7, White 3-9 4-6
10, Callahan 1-4 3-4 6, Fiegen 1-4 0-0 2, Prince 5-7 2-4
13, Monaghan 0-3 0-0 0, Horstman 1-2 0-0 3, Heemstra 0-
10-00, Dykstra 2-5 0-0 5. Totals 22-56 12-23 61.
GEORGIA (3-0)

Caldwell-Pope 4-12 3-4 14, Thornton 2-5 2-2 7, Ware
0-40-00, D. Williams 6-13 5-6 17, Robinson 6-11 2-2 15,
Dixon 1-1 0-0 2, Long 0-0 0-0 0, V. Williams 0-1 0-0 0,
Bucklin 0-0 0-0 0, Brantley 1-7 0-0 3, Florveus 0-0 0-0 0,
Cannon 0-0 0-0 0, Djurisic 7-13 0-1 14. Totals 27-67 12-
1572.
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— a “disappointing” finish.

“Over the years, we've always
wanted to improve, so hopefully
we can get further this year,” she
said. “We just have to have that
mentality of wanting to go farther.

That was our biggest problem, I
think.”

Perhaps that’s where volleyball
can help the Red Raiders.

Brecke and the Wagner volley-
ball team begin play in the State
Class A Volleyball Tournament
today (Thursday) against Gregory
in Sioux Falls. In her career,
Brecke has helped Wagner to con-
secutive state titles and a third-place
finish last year.

“We know we have the athletic

talent to win in both sports,” she
said. “Hopefully basketball goes
the same way.”

Northern State has not officially
announced Brecke’s signing, but a
release is expected shortly.

For her, having the decision out
of the way is a relief.

“It’s definitely nice; there’s no
pressure anymore,” Brecke said,
adding with a chuckle, “T guess I
don’t have to impress anyone any-
more.”

Wagner
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she wants to on the floor,” Tyler
said of Doom. “I’'m happy with her
growth as a setter.”

Brecke (333 kills, 72 ace
serves), Cimpl (268 kills, 40 ace
serves) and Breanna Cuka (240
kills , 27 ace serves) have been the
main recipients of Doom’s sets,
with Weber (50 assists, 43 ace
serves) recording 87 kills.

“They are all three seniors
(Brecke, Cimpl and Cuka), and

they’ve been starting for a while,”
Tyler said. “They’ve realized that
the power game may be fun, but
it’s just as productive to place the
ball with finesse. They’ve been
able to read the defense and put the
ball where it needs to go.”

The Red Raiders open against
Gregory, a team they beat 25-22,
27-25, 25-12 on Sept. 8. The Go-
rillas are coached by Donna
Schmitz, who ranks second to
Parker’s Jill Christensen in career
victories.

“I like playing against Donna.
She always brings a lot of energy
to the court,” Tyler said. “Her
teams are always a scrappy little

bunch. We’re going to need to keep
swinging away and hope they tire
out.”

Wagner will play either Mo-
bridge-Pollock or Elk Point-Jeffer-
son on Friday and hopes to play in
the 6 p.m. championship match on
Saturday. For that to happen, the
Red Raiders will need to pick up
their defense at the net, according to
Tyler.

“If we have to improve one as-
pect, it would definitely have to be
our blocking,” she said. “We are
going to face some of the state’s
best hitters this weekend. We have
to get a hand on them, slow them
down.”

Halftime—Tied 29-29. 3-Point Goals—S. Dakota St. 5-
20 (Prince 1-1, Horstman 1-2, Callahan 1-3, Dykstra 1-3,
Wolters 1-4, Carlson 0-1, Monaghan 0-2, White 0-4),
Georgia 6-29 (Caldwell-Pope 3-9, Thornton 1-1, Robinson
1-4, Brantley 1-7, Ware 0-4, Djurisic 0-4). Fouled Out—
None. Rebounds—S. Dakota St. 40 (Prince 9), Georgia
41 (Thornton 10). Assists—S. Dakota St. 11 (Wolters 4),
Georgia 12 (Robinson, V. Williams 3). Total Fouls—S.
Dakota St. 15, Georgia 15. A—4,913.

ARKANSAS 91, OAKLAND, MICH., 68:
FAYETTEVILLE, Ark. (AP) — Marshawn
Powell scored 20 points Wednesday night
as Arkansas made easy work of Oakland,
Mich., in a 91-68 victory.

Powell scored 18 points in the first half,
helping the Razorbacks (2-0) to a 55-27
halftime lead. The junior forward was 8 of 8
shooting in the half and finished 9 of 13.

Freshman BJ Young had 16 points for
Arkansas, which led by as many as 28
points in the first half and had six players fin-
ish in double figures.

The Golden Grizzlies (0-2) closed the
gap to 60-41 in the second half after a 3-
pointer and free throw by Reggie Hamilton,
but the Razorbacks took control after that.
Travis Bader led Oakland with 21 points.

The loss was the second straight against
a Southeastern Conference team to open
the season for the Golden Grizzlies, who fell
Monday at Alabama.

Huskies
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“Defense will be the key to the
whole tournament,” Kollbaum said.
“Once our defense gets going, our
offense is hard to stop and we’ll be
right where we need to be.”

The Huskies-Tigers match is the
final one of the day in Class A, a
7:45 p.m. start. The tournament
runs through Saturday.
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MORNING
COFFEE

WEEKDAYS MONDAY-FRIDAY

Thursday, November 17
7:40 am
Yankton Chamber Of Commerce
8:20 am
Yankton Convention/Visitors
Bureau
Friday, November 18
7:40 am - Vermillion Chamber
Of Commerce
8:20 am - Yankton United Way

come opportunity, it was not her
main reason to head to Wayne.

“The school just had what I was
looking for. Most important to me
was academics first,” the Laurel-
Concord senior noted. “Second,
their program has been outstanding
the last few years.”

While the decision to take a
shot at playing college volleyball
was decided long ago, the decision
to go to Wayne State came this
fall.

“I didn’t decide on Wayne State
until the last part of the season,”
Jade said. “T always thought I
would go away from home but,
once [ started looking into things,
Wayne State looked like a good op-
portunity for me.”

Her mother and coach is also
happy that Jade is staying close to
home.

“It is an added benefit,” Patti

said. “Tt was a good fit for her, both
athletically and academically. I am
excited for her.”

With her future destination de-
cided, the Bears standout now looks
to focus on the rest of her athletic
and academic season. She is also a
returning all-Northeast Nebraska
Activities Conference player in
basketball and was a state track and
field qualifier this past spring.

“It definitely will be easier hav-
ing this done,” she noted.

Wayne State, ranked 10th in the
latest AVCA Division II Top 25
Coaches Poll, is 23-7 overall and
has qualified for the NCAA Divi-
sion II National Tournament for the
seventh consecutive season. The
Wildcats will face Minnesota-Du-
luth in the opening round of the
NCAA Central Regional Tourna-
ment in Kearney, Neb, at noon
today (Thursday).

Parker
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Faith is led by 5-foot-11 outside
hitter Shania Johnston and 6-foot

middle hitter Marissa Collins.
“Honestly, I don’t know a lot
about them,” Christensen said. “I
know they play really good defense,
and I know they’ll have a height ad-
vantage on us. Shania Johnston is
their best hiter, so we’ll need to
make sure we know where she’s

”
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