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“In my four decades involved
with public service, | have never
been more concerned about the
ability of Congress to forge com-
mon-sense solutions to the nation’s
pressing problems,” Panetta, a for-
mer House budget committee chair-
man, said in a statement. “The
half-trillion dollars in additional cuts
demanded by sequester would lead
to a hollow force incapable of sus-
taining the missions it is assigned.”

In reality, though, it is unclear if
any of those reductions will ever
take effect, since next year’s presi-
dential and congressional elections

N N P R T G Lt st VA

Arthur Christmas

Fri. 7:30 PM - Sat. 7:30 PM - Sun. 4 PM
Students *2.00  Adults *5.00

Idle Hour Theatre

Tripp, SD

Closed ﬂmrwkty
For Thanksgiving

Open Friday &
Saturday For Your
Holiday Gatherings
ﬁﬂ% TR o
Great food...

Great atmosphere...
Great place to reunite...

The

Open Thurs.-Fri.-Sat. at 5:30

1-402-388-2400 O
www.theargohotel.com

email: argo@gpcom.net  CROFTON, NE

C)’s At The Lake -

OPEN ALL YEAR! 9
Clatthelake.com for menu’s, events & bands *
Weigan Rd., NE side of the lake + 10 miles north of Crofton + 11 miles southwest of Yankton

have the potential to alter the politi-
cal landscape before then.

The brief written statement
from Murray and Hensarling was
immediately followed by a hail of
recriminations.

Senate Majority Leader Harry
Reid, D-Nev., said Republicans had
“never found the courage to ignore
the tea party extremists” and “never
came close to meeting us half way.”

But Sen. Pat Toomey, R-Pa., who
authored a GOP offer during the
talks, said, “Unfortunately, our Dem-
ocratic colleagues refused to agree
to any meaningful deficit reduction
without $1 trillion in job-crushing
tax increases.”

Said Gov. Rick Perry of Texas, a
GOP presidential hopeful, “It’s
amazing to what lengths he
(Obama) will go to avoid making
tough decisions.”
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It was unlikely the outcome
would materially improve Congress’
public standing — already well
below 20-percent approval in nu-
merous polls.

And the panel’s failure left law-
makers confronting a large and con-
troversial agenda for December,
including Obama’s call to extend an
expiring payroll tax cut and unem-
ployment benefits. Democrats had
wanted to add those items and
more to any compromise, and law-
makers in both parties also face a
struggle to stave off a threatened 27
percent cut in payments to doctors
who treat Medicare patients.

Based on accounts provided by
officials familiar with the talks, it ap-
peared that weeks of private negoti-
ations did nothing to alter a
fundamental divide between the
two political parties. Before and

during the talks, Democrats said
they would agree to significant sav-
ings from benefit programs like
Medicare, Medicaid and Social Secu-
rity only if Republicans would agree
to a hefty dose of higher taxes, in-
cluding cancellation of Bush-era
cuts at upper-income brackets. In
contrast, The GOP side said spend-
ing, not revenue, was the cause of
the government'’s chronic budget
deficits, and insisted that the tax
cuts approved in the previous
decade all be made permanent.

The Democrats’ “idea was this
was the opportunity to raise taxes,”
said Sen. Jon Kyl of Arizona, the
Senate’s second-ranking Republican
and a member of the supercommit-
tee. “It didn’t matter what we pro-
posed; the price of that was going to
be $1.3 trillion in new taxes,” he
added in a CNBC interview, al-

N,

though Democrats made at least

two offers that called for smaller

amounts of additional tax revenue.
Sen. John Kerry, D-Mass., said on

MSNBC, “I have demonstrations out-

side my office. I've had rallies. I've
had unbelievable amount of push-
back because we were ready and
prepared to put on the table some
of those so-called sacred cows.” Re-
publicans, he said, refused to con-
sider cancellation of the tax cuts for
the wealthy.

The talks also were hampered
by internal divisions within both
parties.

Republicans offered a plan
crafted by Toomey about two
weeks ago that included an addi-
tional $250 billion in tax revenue
through an overhaul of the tax
code that included reducing the
top tax rate from 35 percent to 28

PAGE 7

percent. Some Republicans criti-
cized it as a violation of the party’s
long-standing pledge not to raise
taxes. Even some in the GOP lead-
ership, including Senate Republi-
can Leader Mitch McConnell of
Kentucky and House Majority
Leader Eric Cantor of Virginia, de-
clined to endorse it in public.

At the same time, Democrats
ridiculed it as a tax cut for the rich
in disguise — even privately criti-
cizing Sen. Dick Durbin, D-IIl., when
he said it could signal a break-
through — and it failed to generate
any momentum toward compro-
mise. Reid and others also accused
Republicans of bowing to the
wishes of Grover Norquist, an anti-
tax activist whose organization has
gathered signatures from GOP can-
didates on a petition pledging
never to raise taxes.
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Horse & Buggy Rides Each Afternoon
Pony Rides Each Afternoon

Trick Roping Shows
Crafts For Kids

Family Activities(‘
Refreshments -
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Hey Kids!
I'll be at the ranch
on Saturday at
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Featuring Designer Clothing, Primitives, Artwork,
Florals, Jewelry, Metalwork, Hats & Headbands, Pottery,
Log Furniture, Woodworking, Handmade Tack, Candles,

Christmas Décor’, Embroidery, Food Gifts & More!

No Admission Charge - See www.schiferlswjranch.com
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