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Woman Alleges 13-Year Affair With Cain

WASHINGTON (AP) — A Georgia businesswoman said Monday she
and Herman Cain had a 13-year extramarital affair, an allegation the
Republican presidential hopeful denied as strongly as earlier accusa-
tions of sexual harassment.

“Here we go again. I didn’t do anything wrong,” Cain said on CNN.
He acknowledged he knew the woman who was behind the accusation.

Moments after Cain issued a preemptive denial, an Atlanta televi-
sion station posted a story to its website quoting a woman identified
as Ginger White as saying, “It wasn’t complicated. [ was aware that he
was married. And [ was also aware [ was involved in a very inappropri-
ate situation, relationship.”

Cain’s candidacy was soaring in the polls until he was hit less than
a month ago with accusations that he sexually harassed several
women and groped one while he was a high-ranking official at the Na-
tional Restaurant Association. He has since fallen back in the surveys,
and been eclipsed by former House Speaker Newt Gingrich in the race
to emerge as the principle conservative alternative to Mitt Romney.

In this case, unlike the others, Cain took the unorthodox step of is-
suing a denial in advance.

NY Judge Rejects $285M Citigroup Settlement

NEW YORK (AP) — A judge on Monday used unusually harsh language
to strike down a $285 million settlement between Citigroup and the Securi-
ties and Exchange Commission over toxic mortgage securities, saying he
couldn't tell whether the deal was fair and criticizing regulators for shield-
ing the public from details of the firm’s wrongdoing.

U.S. District Judge Jed Rakoff said the public has a right to know what
happens in cases that touch on “the transparency of financial markets
whose gyrations have so depressed our economy and debilitated our
lives.” In such cases, the SEC has a responsibility to ensure that the truth
emerges, he wrote.

Rakoff said he had spent hours trying to assess the settlement but
concluded that he had not been given “any proven or admitted facts
upon which to exercise even a modest degree of independent judgment.”

He called the settlement “neither fair, nor reasonable, nor adequate,
nor in the public interest.”

The SEC shot back in a statement issued by Enforcement Director
Robert Khuzami, saying the deal was all four of those things and “reason-
ably reflects the scope of relief that would be obtained after a successful
trial.”

Traffic, Sales Surge On Cyber Monday

NEW YORK (AP) — Shoppers seem to be just as enthusiastic about
shopping on their computers and smartphones on Cyber Monday as
they were about finding deals over the weekend.

Online sales on Cyber Monday, which was started in 2005 by a retail
trade group to encourage Americans to shop online on the Monday
after Thanksgiving, were up mid-afternoon by 15 percent from a year
ago, according to data from IBM Benchmark. Meanwhile, sales from mo-
bile devices were up 7.4 percent. The group did not give dollar amounts.

The Cyber Monday numbers point to Americans’ growing comfort
with using their personal computers, tablets and smartphones to shop.
Over the past few years, big chains like Wal-Mart Stores Inc., the world’s
largest retailer, have been offering more and better incentives like hourly
deals and free shipping, to capitalize on that trend. It's important for re-
tailers to make a good showing during the holiday shopping season, a
time when they can make up to 40 percent of their annual revenue.

On Monday, Amazon.com offered its bigger, more expensive Kindle
DX for $259, or $120 off the regular price. The Express clothing chain
was giving 30 percent off and free shipping on all online orders. And
Wal-Mart, which has been calling the holiday “Cyber Week” in ads, was
offering an LG 47-inch LED TV for $879, or $320 off the regular price.

“Cyber Monday is far more exciting to me than Black Friday,” says
Jamie Minoso, a 40-year-old English teacher from Alabama. “I do not
enjoy the traffic and chaos involved in shopping at a mall.”

UN: Syrian Forces Killed, Tortured Children

BEIRUT (AP) — A U.N. investigation concluded Monday that Syrian
forces committed crimes against humanity by killing and torturing
hundreds of children, including a 2-year-old girl reportedly shot to
death so she wouldn’t grow up to be a demonstrator.

The inquiry added to mounting international pressure on President
Bashar Assad, a day after the Arab League approved sweeping sanc-
tions to push his embattled regime to end the violence. Syria’s foreign
minister called the Arab move “a declaration of economic war” and
warned of retaliation.

The report by a U.N. Human Rights Council panel found that at
least 256 children were killed by government forces between mid-
March and early November, some of them tortured to death.

“Torture was applied equally to adults and children,” said the as-
sessment, released in Geneva. “Numerous testimonies indicated that
boys were subjected to sexual torture in places of detention in front of
adult men.”

The U.N. defines a child as anyone under the age of 18. The report
was compiled by a panel of independent experts who were not al-
lowed into Syria. However, the commission interviewed 223 victims
and witnesses, including defectors from Syria’s military and security
forces.

Egyptians Flood The Polls

Long Lines Seen
In First Elections
After Mubarak

BY HAMZA HENDAWI AND
MAGGIE MICHAEL
Associated Press Writers

CAIRO — They waited in long
lines for hours to vote, despite a
new wave of unrest, fears about a
sharply divided society and uncer-
tainty over the nation’s future.

For the millions of Egyptians
who cast ballots Monday, the first
parliamentary elections since they
ousted Hosni Mubarak were a turn-
ing point in history — if for no
other reason than they were finally
getting a chance to be heard after
decades of rigged voting.

The outcome will indicate
whether one of America’s most im-
portant Middle East allies will re-
main secular or move down a more
Islamic path, as have other coun-
tries swept up in the Arab Spring.

“I have hope this time,” said
Amal Fathy, a 50-year-old govern-
ment employee who wears the Is-
lamic veil, as she patiently waited
to vote. “I may not live long enough
to see change, but my grandchil-
dren will.”

Since the uprising that forced
out Mubarak nearly 10 months ago,
Egyptians had looked forward to
this day as a celebration of freedom
after years of stifling dictatorship.
Instead, there has been deep disap-
pointment with the military rulers
who replaced the old regime and a
new wave of protests and clashes
that began 10 days before the vote.

Adding to the disarray, the mul-
tiple stage election process, which
will stretch over months, is ex-
tremely complicated. Some of the
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An Egyptian woman enters a voting booth at the polling station in Cairo
Monday. Post-revolution Egypt headed to the polls for a chaotic election
clouded by violence and a political crisis, the start of a long process to
bring democracy to the Arab world’s most populous nation.

key political players complained
they did not have enough time or
the right conditions to organize for
the vote.

If there was little jubilation,
there was hope — and even defi-
ance — with many determined to
either push the military from power
or vote against the Muslim Brother-
hood and other Islamist groups
who are expected to dominate the
balloting.

“This was simply overwhelming.
My heart was beating so fast,”
Sanaa el-Hawary, a 38-year-old
mother of one said after she cast
her vote in Cairo. “This is my life,
it's my baby’s life. It's my country
and this is the only hope we have
now.”

Female voters appeared to out-
number the men by far, shattering
widespread notions in a society
whose women are mostly dis-

missed or taken lightly.

Women waiting for five hours at
one polling center chanted: “We will
not give up, we will not give up.”

In Cairo’s crowded Shoubra dis-
trict, 34-year-old Toka Youssef ex-
plained why she was voting for the
first time in her life.

“Before, there were no real elec-
tions. It was all theater. Now I'm op-
timistic in the future. These are the
first steps toward democracy,” she
said. “It’s a bit confused and
chaotic because we've never seen
this many people vote. No one
cared this much before.”

Ever since an 18-day uprising
toppled Mubarak’s regime and
brought the military to power,
Egypt has gone through violence,
splits in society, a worsening econ-
omy and a surge in street crime.
Still, people were eager to cast a
free vote, even though much is un-

clear about what will happen next,
whatever the outcome.

Many liberals, leftists, Christians
and pious Muslims who oppose
mixing religion and politics went to
the polls to try to reduce the scope
of the Muslim Brotherhood’s elec-
toral gains.

Also weighing heavily on voters’
minds was whether this election
will set Egypt on a path of democ-
racy under the rule of the military.
Protests this month have de-
manded that the generals step
down immediately because of fears
they are trying to cling to power
and not bring real reform.

The parliament that emerges
may have little relevance because
the military is sharply limiting its
powers, and it may only serve for
several months. However, the vote
will give Egyptians and the world an
accurate reading of the strength of
the political forces at work in the
Arab world’s most populous nation.

Areliable political map of the
nation would also have an impact
beyond Egypt’s borders, serving as
a guide to whether the close U.S.
ally will continue to be the main
source of moderation in the region
and assume the mantle of a key ad-
vocate of Middle East peace.

The election is the fruit of the
Arab Spring revolts that have swept
the region in the past year, toppling
several authoritarian regimes. In
Tunisia and Morocco, Islamic par-
ties have come out winners in re-
cent balloting, but if the much
larger Egypt does the same, it could
have an even greater impact.

Some voters brought their chil-
dren along, saying they wanted
them to learn how to exercise their
rights in what promises to be the
fairest and cleanest election in
Egypt in living memory.

L.A. Protesters Defy Eviction Efforts, Go To Court

BY CHRISTINA HOAG
AND GEOFF MULVIHILL
Associated Press

LOS ANGELES — For now, Wall
Street protesters camped out on
the Los Angeles City Hall lawn still
have their tent city after defying a
deadline to pack up and clear out.
“Still occupied,” read the sign of a
protester up in a tree.

Hours after emerging from a
possible confrontation with police
largely unscathed on Monday,
demonstrators turned to the fed-
eral courts to keep officers away.

They are arguing that the City
Council had passed a resolution in
support of Occupy Los Angeles and
that the city’s mayor and police did
not have the authority to evict
them.

The chances that protesters will
get an injunction appear slim, con-
stitutional experts say.

Until there is a decision, the tent
city’s inhabitants are left to wonder
if and when police will push them
out — and if there will be the kind
of violence that has engulfed evic-
tions in other cities when they do.

Frank To Retire
From Congress

NEWTON, Mass. (AP) — Demo-
cratic Rep. Barney Frank, a gay pi-
oneer in Congress and a
Massachusetts liberal whose name
as well and fingerprints are on last
year’s sweeping bill regulating
Wall Street, announced plans Mon-
day to retire at the end of his cur-
rent term, his 16th in Congress.
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“always lovely”

“There are other things I would
like to do with my life,” the 71-
year-old lawmaker said at a news
conference. He added that his re-
tirement plans were hastened by
two years by reapportionment,
which moved 325,000 new con-
stituents into his district.

Frank’s career has traced an
arc from early promise to near ca- |
reer-wrecking scandal to legisla- |
tive triumph, accompanied by a I
quick-witted intelligence and an I
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often partisan and frequently
acerbic speaking style.
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City officials say they will only
move in on the camp when condi-
tions are safest not just for protest-
ers and officers but also the
roughly 100 homeless people who
had joined the encampment.

“There is no concrete dead-
line,” LAPD Chief Charlie Beck said
after hundreds of officers with-
drew without moving in on the
nearly 2-month-old camp.

The effort should come “with
as little drama as possible,” Beck
told reporters.

Police and protesters have
clashed elsewhere in recent weeks,
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most notably in Oakland, Calif., as
officers cleared away camps that
officials say have grown more dan-
gerous for public health and safety.

Nine people were arrested in
Maine on Monday after protesters
at an encampment took down their
tents and packed their camping
gear after being told to get a per-
mit or move their shelters.

Some of the encampments had
been in use almost since the move-
ment against economic disparity
and perceived corporate greed
began with Occupy Wall Street in
Manhattan two months ago.
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With each passing week, it seems
a city moves in to close a camp. Like
Los Angeles, Philadelphia officials
imposed their own deadline for pro-
testers to move to make way for a
construction project.

On Monday, however, the camp
was still standing.
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¢ \Western Snow Plows ¢ Sanding Equipment ¢ Red Devil Snow Blowers
* Snow Pushers for Bobcats & Loaders

Meet with South Dakota’s largest Western Snow Plow Dealer Representative
to answer your questions
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