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FLOOD FACTORS

But while the Corps discussed
drought, the audience of about
50 members focused on last
year’s flood.

In 2011, the basin saw record
rainfall and snowpack melt. In
turn, the Corps released 160,000
cubic feet per second (cfs) — the
equivalent of 1.1 million gallons
of water with each tick of the
clock — during the summer and
into early fall.

The 160,000 cfs figure repre-
sented more than twice the pre-
vious record of 70,000 cfs for
Fort Randall Dam at Pickstown
and Gavins Point Dam near Yank-
ton.

At Wednesday’s meeting, one
man commended the Corps for
giving out more information and
providing better communication
than during last year’s flooding.
However, he feared the current
dropping reservoir levels reflect
many of the same procedures
leading to last year’s flooding.

“Maybe you could react a lit-
tle quicker to things. How come
you allow the river to fall that
low? Did somebody fall asleep?”
he asked. “You can't sit and
study things. Didn’t we learn that
last year?”

Much of the flood damage be-
came irreversible, according to
some audience members.

The region’s agricultural sec-
tor took a huge hit from flooding,
said Tekamah, Neb., farmer Scott
Olson.

“We lost hundreds of thou-
sands of acres that we will never
get again. That’s a lot of jobs,
taxes and income,” he said. “The
ag dollar turns seven times in a
community before it leaves, so
that’s a lot of dollars that are
now gone.”

The flooding worsened bank
erosion that began with “hungry
water” when the dams were con-
structed, according to Vermillion
resident Jim Peterson with the
Missouri River Bank Stabilization
Association (MRBSA).

“The flooding goes down, and
the inundated land is still there,”
he said. “But the eroded land
goes to the Gulf of Mexico and
never comes back.”

Two members of the Santee
Sioux Tribe in northeast Ne-
braska spoke about flood dam-
age on tribal lands.

Santee Sioux member Clement
Mackey said the tribe has re-
moved some of the flood debris.
However, he sought a meeting
between the tribe and Corps to
assess flood damage, sand intru-
sion, bank erosion and the loss
of land and riverfront vegetation.
He also sought a riverfront
wildlife assessment.

The tribe is also concerned
about flood-damaged infrastruc-
ture, including Nebraska High-
way 12 that had portions closed
during flooding. The tribe also
wants to discuss the dams’ hy-
dropower generating capacity
and water rights within the Mis-
souri River basin.

“We want remedial action and
a plan for all areas concerned,”
Mackey said.

Fellow tribal member Jeff Kyd-
ney said the flooding had a dev-
astating effect not only on the
Santee Sioux reservation but up
and down the Knox County
shoreline. He estimated 90 per-
cent of those Knox County farm-
ers lost 80 percent of their crops.

Kydney offered to introduce
Corps officials to local residents.
“If you want to know the devasta-
tion of last year’s flood, talk to
us,” he said.

He alluded to climate change
as a reason for the radical
change in weather and river con-
ditions from one year to the next.

“Our seasons are changing,”
he said. “The earth is shifting on
its own. We had snow, and it al-
ready has melted.”

While the flood and drought
are frustrating, assistance re-
mains available, Kydney said.
“You can get help — talk to your
congressman and senators,” he
told the audience.

A Springfield woman warned
of the dangers of sediment in op-
erating the reservoir system.

“Sediment accumulation in
and near the system’s reservoirs
negatively impacts flood control
capabilities,” said Sandy (Ko-
rkow) Stockholm, executive di-
rector of the Missouri
Sedimentation Action Coalition
(MSAQ).

Sediment management ac-
complishes several objectives,
Stockholm said. Desirable water
flow can be achieved by decreas-
ing the silt entering the system
and increasing the channel ca-
pacity through dredging and
other measures, she said.

Stockholm noted the Corps’
recent report on remaining vul-
nerabilities after last year’s
flood. The location of sedimenta-
tion — much of it in the Spring-
field and Niobrara, Neb., area —
creates problems far beyond the
5 percent of lost storage capacity
in the Missouri River system, she
said.

“We recognize that the Annual

Operating Plan acknowledges
89,700 acre feet of estimated sed-
iment inflow annually,” she said.
“However, the hundreds of years
indicated to fill the reservoirs
barely begin to tell the story of
how sediment is negatively im-
pacting the system.:

MSAC applauds the Corps’
framework of “repair, restore and
enhance” to revitalize the river
system, Stockholm said.

“Getting an accurate picture
of sedimentation problems to the
public is one step in this process,
which MSAC wants to assist the
Corps and other agencies in
doing,” she said.

PLANNING FOR THE FUTURE

During Wednesday’s meeting,
a man asked about increasing the
level devoted for flood control.

“We hear about ‘extreme,’ but
everything is extreme anymore.
Nothing is normal,” he said.

The 2011 flood event would
still have occurred even with
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such changes, said Jody Farhat,
chief of water management for
the Missouri River Basin.

“If we would have decreased
our releases, we would still have
had a flood event,” she said. “We
would likely have been at 100,000
cfs. There would have been
much less for releases, but there
would still have been a lot of dev-
astation.”

The Corps estimates that the
mainstem dams have prevented
$51.5 billion in flood damages
from 1938 to the present time —
$5.5 billion last year alone — in-
dexed to 2011 levels.

In response to a audience
question, Farhat said she didn’t
have any dollar figures for last
year’s flood damage in the basin.
“There has never been a good es-
timate of what the impact of the
flood was,” she said.

The Corps is looking at a vari-
ety of long-range solutions,
Farhat said. “You can’t solve the
problems by the reservoirs
alone. You need to look at it
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holistically,” she said.

“We can’t adjust (the reser-
voirs) on a monthly basis be-
cause other parties need
certainty,” she said.

The Corps plans to reduce
Gavins Point releases to 16,000
or 18,000 cfs on Nov. 21, then
slowly reduce releases to 12,000
cfs for the winter, Grode said.

The Corps plans minimum
Gavins Point winter releases dur-
ing 2012 and will minimize peri-
ods of zero releases at Fort
Randall, said Mike Swenson, the
Corps team leader for power pro-
duction.

The National Oceanic and At-
mospheric Administration
(NOAA) outlook calls for drought
conditions at least through Janu-
ary, Swenson said. The condi-
tions will likely persist through
spring for most areas.

“As far as the drought out-
look, it’s uncertain as to when it
will end,” he said. “The possibil-
ity of a multi-year drought does
exist.”
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The Corps plans a steady re-
lease at Gavins Point and intra-
day peaking patterns at Fort
Randall for the threatened and
endangered species of the piping
plover and least tern, Swenson
said.

Neither pulse was conducted
in 2012, and neither pulse is
planned in 2013, he said.

As far as hydropower, this
year’s forecast calls for 10.3 bil-
lion kilowatt-hours (kwh) com-
pared to the normal 10 billion
kwh with a full pool, Swenson
said. Next year, with median
runoff, should produce 8.9 billion
kwh.

After the meeting, Stockholm
said she thought the attendance
was good and remained higher
than similar meetings prior to the
2011 flood. She sought to build
awareness with her remarks.

“One way or another, sedimen-
tation affects some operation of
the mainstem system and the au-
thorized purposes,” she said.
“People are keenly aware of the
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impact, but we need greater atten-
dance at these meetings.”

The Corps’ river vulnerability
report contains pages dedicated
to sediment, but the AOP contains
little mention of the problem, she
said. She foresees a long process
ahead.

“Getting sediment addressed is
not the result of one meeting,”
she said.

The nation must put its effort
into maintaining its current river
system before taking on new con-
struction, and that includes ad-
dressing sediment, she said.

“We have too big of an invest-
ment,” she said.

Written and email comments
on the draft AOP will be accepted
through Nov. 23. Email comments
should be sent to: MissouriWater-
Management@nwd(2.usace.army.
mil.

You can follow Randy Dock-
endorf on Twitter at
twitter.com/RDockendorf
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SACRED HEART PARISH
BAZAAR & DINNER

Sunday, November 4, 2012
11:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m.

Sacred Heart Parish Center
509 Capital St., Yankton, SD
gervin(q Delicious Turkey Dinner with stuffing,
real homemade mashed potatoes & gravy,
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Kids Against Hunger,
YANKTON- Hunger Conference
Come and learn how you can make a difference in the

lives of children around the corner and around the world.
featuring the music ministry of Mark Schultz

Saturday, November 10 at 7p.m.

Doors open at 6
Yankton High School Theater, 1801 Summit St., Yankton, SD
Tickets: $20 in advance $25 at the door
Available in Yankton at the Carpenter’s Shop, Clark’s Rentals,
by phone at 800-965-9324 or at iTickets.com.

All proceeds will benefit the ministry of Helping Hands for Haiti, Yankton Sack Pack program,
and the Yankton Contact Center. For more information, visit www.kahyankton.org

...Help a Family in Need!

Please help us make this holiday season 4 little brighter for some families in need.

2 Ways You Can Help Out:

1. Sponsor and decorate a artificial christmas tree
and coordinating gift box for food donations

2. Vote for your favorite tree by placing one non-perishable
food item in the gift box located by that tree

Trees will be on display at the Yankton Mall with voting

November 12th-December 10th. Trees will be picked up by the families
in need and food delivered to our local food pantry Dec. 13th-15th.

Tree Registration Due: November 7th

Call the mall office 665-5999 or Rita’s Purse-O-Nalities 260-8362
Tree Setup/Decorate Tree: November 10th-11th

Please check in at Rita’s Purse-O-Nalities or the Yankton Mall before setting up.

Grand Prize For Best Decorated Tree is an

$100 Yankton Mall Gift Card winner will be announced December 12th
Brought to you by the Press & Dakotan & the Yankton Mall

Co-sponsored by: Rita’s Purse-0-Nalities



