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NYC Still Struggles 2 Days After Killer Storm

NEW YORK (AP) — Flights resumed, but slowly. The New York
Stock Exchange got back to business, but on generator power. And
with the subways still down, great numbers of people walked across
the Brooklyn Bridge into Manhattan in a reverse of the exodus of 9/11.

Two days after Superstorm Sandy rampaged across the Northeast,
killing at least 72 people, New York struggled Wednesday to find its
way. Swaths of the city were still without power, and all of it was torn
from its daily rhythms.

At luxury hotels and drugstores and Starbucks shops that bubbled
back to life, people clustered around outlets and electrical strips, des-
perate to recharge their phones. In the Meatpacking District of Man-
hattan, a line of people filled pails with water from a fire hydrant. Two
children used jack-o’-lantern trick-or-treat buckets.

Gov. Andrew Cuomo said that parts of the subway would begin run-
ning again Thursday, and that three of seven tunnels under the East
River had been pumped free of water, removing a major obstacle to
restoring full service.

“We are going to need some patience and some tolerance,” he said.

Obama Devotes The Day To Storm Response

BRIGANTINE, N.J. (AP) — President Barack Obama soberly toured
the destruction wrought by superstorm Sandy on Wednesday in the
company of New Jersey’s Republican governor and assured victims
“we will not quit” until cleanup and recovery are complete. Six days
before their hard-fought election, rival Mitt Romney muted criticism of
Obama as he barnstormed battleground Florida.

Forsaking partisan politics for the third day in a row, the president
helicoptered with Gov. Chris Christie over washed-out roads, flooded
homes, boardwalks bobbing in the ocean and, in Seaside Heights, a fire
still burning after ruining about eight structures.

Back on the ground, the president introduced one local woman to
“my guy Craig Fugate.” In a plainspoken demonstration of the power of
the presidency, Obama instructed the man at the head of the Federal
Emergency Management Agency, a 7,500-employee federal agency, to
“make sure she gets the help she needs” immediately.

Despite the tour and Romney’s own expressions of sympathy for
storm victims — a break on the surface from heated campaigning — a
controversy as heated as any in the long, intense struggle for the
White House flared over the Republican challenger’s new television
and radio ads in Ohio.

“Desperation,” Vice President Joe Biden said of the broadcast
claims that suggested automakers General Motors and Chrysler are
adding jobs in China at the expense of workers in the bellwether state.
“One of the most flagrantly dishonest ads I can ever remember.”

Will China End Unpopular 1-Child Policy?

BEIJING (AP) — A government think tank is urging Chinese leaders
to start phasing out China’s one-child policy immediately and allow
two children for every family by 2015, a daring proposal to do away
with the unpopular policy.

Some demographers see the timeline put forward by the China De-
velopment Research Foundation as a bold move by the body close to
the central leadership. Others warn that the gradual approach, if im-
plemented, would still be insufficient to help correct the problems
that China’s strict birth limits have created.

Xie Meng, a press affairs official with the foundation, said the final
version of the report will be released “in a week or two.” But Chinese
state media have been given advance copies. The official Xinhua News
Agency said the foundation recommends a two-child policy in some
provinces from this year and a nationwide two-child policy by 2015. It
proposes all birth limits be dropped by 2020, Xinhua reported.

“China has paid a huge political and social cost for the policy, as it
has resulted in social conflict, high administrative costs and led indi-
rectly to a long-term gender imbalance at birth,” Xinhua said, citing
the report.

Justice Dept.: OK With Health Law Review

WASHINGTON (AP) — The Obama administration told the Supreme
Court on Wednesday that it does not object to reopening a Christian
college’s challenge to President Barack Obama’s healthcare overhaul.

In court papers, the Justice Department said it does not oppose al-
lowing a federal appeals court in Richmond, Va., to consider the claim
by Liberty University in Lynchburg, Va., that Obama’s health care law
violates the school’s religious freedoms.

A federal district judge rejected Liberty’s claims, and the 4th U.S.
Circuit Court of Appeals ruled that the lawsuit was premature and
never dealt with the substance of the school’s arguments. The
Supreme Court upheld the health care law in June in a ruling that also
said the appeals court was wrong not to decide the issues.

The justices used lawsuits filed by 26 states and the National Fed-
eration of Independent Business to uphold the health care law by a 5-4
vote, then rejected all other pending appeals, including Liberty’s.

The school made a new filing with the court over the summer to
argue that its claims should be fully evaluated in light of the high court
decision. If the justices agree, they probably would formally throw out
the 4th Circuit’s ruling and order it to take a new look at Liberty’s
case. Liberty is challenging both the requirement that most individu-
als obtain health insurance or pay a penalty, and a separate provision
requiring many employers to offer health insurance to their workers.

Hurricane Sandy

Storm Spms Swath Of Death, Tears

BY CHRISTOPHER SULLIVAN
Associated Press

Death blew in on the super-
storm’s wild winds and sea water
torrents, claiming 90-year-olds and
children with capriciously toppling
trees, taking tall-ship adventurers in
mountainous Atlantic waves and av-
erage folks just trying to deal with a
freakish snowstorm. It felled both
heroes rushing into harm’s way and,
ironically, people simply following
advice to play it safe at home.

At least 63 died as the shape-
shifting hurricane and winter storm
ravaged the eastern U.S., and
searchers continued looking for vic-
tims Wednesday.

In New York City, a college stu-
dent went out to take pictures in the
borough of Queens and was electro-
cuted by a downed power line, while
across town on Staten Island, an off-
duty policeman drowned after mov-
ing his family to safety.

Lauren Abraham, who went by
the nickname LolaDiva on YouTube,
was a makeup artist who worked out
of a studio in her parents’ Queens
home. The recent beauty school
graduate was studying at City Uni-
versity of New York’s Lehman Col-
lege, according to her Facebook
page. “In her time of reflection she
learned to find the beauty in even
the darkest situations,” her online
bio reads.

As the superstorm ravaged New
York and floodwater surged into his
Staten Island house Monday
evening, off-duty NYPD officer Artur
Kasprzak, 28, shepherded six adult
relatives and a baby to the attic.

Then, according to police,
Kasprzak, a six-year veteran of the
force, told one of the women he was
going to check the basement. When
he didn’t return, she called 911. Po-
lice came quickly with a SCUBA unit,
but couldn’t access the home be-
cause power lines had fallen into the
water.

“He went to the basement. And
the water just started washing in,”
his sister Marta told the Daily News.
“He was pushed into a window. ...
The water just kept coming in.”

Bunting draped a firehouse in
Easton, Conn., honoring another
first responder who rushed to help.
Lt. Russell Neary was killed when an
enormous tree crashed down on his
fire truck as he and others tried to
clear storm debris.

“We're a small volunteer depart-
ment, and so everybody knew
everybody,” said Casey Meskers, the
department vice president. Neary
was the president. An insurance ex-
ecutive, he had volunteered for 13
years, and also helped with his chil-
dren’s sports teams.

“We’ve been on the soccer fields
with each other with our kids,”
Meskers said Wednesday. “There’s
been a lot of tears shed, I'll tell you.”

So many times, trees and heavy
limbs that fell to the storm’s power-
ful gusts left mourners along its
path.

Two people died when a tree fell
on their vehicle in Morris County,
N.J., and many others perished in-
side homes, where they thought
they’'d be safe — from North Salem,
N.Y., where two boys, 11 and 13,
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were killed when a tree fell on their
home, to Pasadena, Md.

Donald Cannata Sr., 73, was at
home in Pasadena, a leafy suburb
between Baltimore and Annapolis,
when the storm knocked a large tree
into his house. The retired civil engi-
neer lived alone with his cat and dog
and had stepped into the kitchen
just when the tree fell.

He loved photography and opera
and was considerate, hardworking
and selfless, said his son, Donald Jr.,
an opinion shared by neighbors.
Cannata’s son said his father’s death
“shook me so to the core,” partly be-
cause they had talked about taking
down the tree.

“We talked about it so many
times. [ said, ‘Pop, the tree’s getting
pretty old,” Cannata said.

An elderly man trimming a tree
in Pennsylvania’s Lancaster County
was killed when a limb broke and fell
on him, authorities said.

Alimb fall also killed John Rose
Sr. as he and his wife checked fences
on his snow-covered 100-acre farm
near Philippi, W.Va., on Tuesday. The
storm had dumped about seven
inches of snow in the region, where
Rose was a Republican candidate for
the House of Delegates. He had trav-
eled to Charleston regularly to lobby
lawmakers on farming and other is-
sues, and he hoped to continue mak-
ing the trip as a member.

Rose, 60, had previously run a
power-washing business and
worked as a coal miner, his son
George Rose said.

“The whole county knew him,”
he said.

The storm’s blizzard threat was
still far off when, churning in the rel-
atively warm Atlantic off Cape Hat-
teras, N.C., on Monday, Hurricane
Sandy engulfed the replica tall ship
HMS Bounty. The ship, which was
featured in the films “Mutiny on the

Bounty” and “Pirates of the
Caribbean: Dead Man's Chest,” took
on water and eventually went down.

Coast Guard rescuers saved
most of the 17 crew members, but a
search continues for the ship’s cap-
tain, Robin Wallbridge.

Swept overboard with him was
Claudene Christian, 42, who said she
was a direct descendant of the man
who led the infamous 1789 mutiny
on the real HMS Bounty. In the 1962
Bounty film, Marlon Brando starred
as lead mutineer Fletcher Christian.

Searchers found Christian — a
novice sailor who was wearing an
orange survival suit — unresponsive
in the water late Monday, about
eight nautical miles from where the
Bounty sank. She was flown by heli-
copter to a hospital on the main-
land, where she was pronounced
dead.

A marketing specialist, she had
lived in Alaska, Oklahoma and Cali-
fornia. She was a member of the Uni-
versity of Southern California
cheering squad, the Song Girls, from
1989 to 1991, said coach Lori Nelson.
“Claudene will always be remem-
bered for her energetic and bubbly
personality on and off the field,” the
team posted on its Facebook page.

Endless accidents that would be
described as freak twists of fate
spun off from the superstorm.

Eugene “Rusty” Brooks, 42, of
Woodstock, N.H., died Tuesday
morning when a hillside construc-
tion site in the state’s White Moun-
tains collapsed beneath him.
Brooks, owner of Pemmi Contract-
ing, had been preparing a cellar on a
home site on Loon Mountain in the
ski resort town of Lincoln, said Po-
lice Chief Ted Smith. The cellar hole
had filled up with rain from Sandy,
and Brooks had just thrown a hose
in to drain it off when the ground
gave way.
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