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As we prepared for the Yankton High School volleyball season back in August, Press & Dakotan sports ed-
itor James Cimburek and myself were joking about the 2012 State Volleyball Tournament.

We looked at what the Gazelles had coming back from last year, with not much varsity experience, and
thought: “Two years ago state was here, and last year it was in Sioux Falls, but watch Yankton make it to state
this year and have to make the trip all the way to Rapid City.”

Well, here we sit. Yankton, regardless of Tuesday night’s District 2AA championship at Sioux Falls Wash-
ington, is in prime position to do just that.

It’s been an impressive season for the Gazelles, despite a sub-.500 record. Those inexperienced players
have now gelled with the senior leadership of Mikala Hora and Kelsey Fitzgerald, and have the Gazelles as a
tough “out” in the post-season.

But consider: The Gazelles haven’t qualified for state since 2007, when they finished seventh. Since that
time, the ‘AA’ has been held in Rapid City (2008), Brookings (2009), Yankton (2010) and Sioux Falls last year.

There lies the joke. The state tournament was literally in Yankton’s own gym two years ago, but the Gazelles
were relegated to being spectators. And last year, with all the talent it had, Yankton came up just short of mak-
ing the short trip to Sioux Falls.

Now, faced with a 6-hour trip to Rapid City, the Gazelles are in prime position to potentially put together a
nice run. Who could’ve predicted that, three months ago?

Gazelles In Position For A Much-Coveted Road Trip

Daily opinions from the P&D
Sports Staff on local and na-
tional high school, college
and professional sports.

VOLLEYBALL
S.D. PLAYOFFS

CLASS AA DISTRICTS
Tuesday, Nov. 6

District 1AA
CHAMPIONSHIP: Sioux Falls O’Gorman

def. Sioux Falls Roosevelt, 17-25, 25-17, 23-25,
29-27, 15-13

THIRD: Watertown def. Brookings, 25-23,
21-25, 25-23, 25-20

District 2AA
CHAMPIONSHIP: Sioux Falls Washington

def. Yankton, 25-22, 21-25, 25-17, 25-18
THIRD: Sioux Falls Lincoln def. Brandon

Valley, 25-10, 25-15, 25-16
District 3AA

CHAMPIONSHIP: Aberdeen Central def.
Mitchell, 25-21, 25-16, 20-25, 25-17

THIRD: Huron def. Pierre, 18-25, 25-12, 25-
22, 25-21

District 4AA
CHAMPIONSHIP: Rapid City Stevens def.

Rapid City Central, 25-17, 18-25, 25-14, 25-18
THIRD: Sturgis def. Douglas, 25-15, 25-16,

25-19
CLASS AA REGIONS

Friday, Nov. 9
Watertown at Yankton, 7 p.m.
S.F. Lincoln at S.F. Roosevelt, 7 p.m.
Sturgis at Mitchell, 7 p.m.
R.C. Central vs. Huron, 7 p.m.

CLASS A REGIONS
1A: Aberdeen Roncalli def. Milbank Area,

26-28, 25-15, 25-14, 26-24
2A: Sioux Valley def. Clark/Willow Lake, 25-

12, 25-16, 23-25, 23-25, 15-11
3A: Sioux Falls Christian def. Elkton-Lake

Benton, 25-16, 25-4, 25-8
4A: Dakota Valley def. Harrisburg, 25-12,

25-18, 25-14
5A: Wagner def. Tri-Valley, 18-25, 25-21,

25-18, 14-25, 15-8
6A (Gettysburg): Mobridge-Pollock def.

Miller, 25-18, 25-21, 18-25, 25-19
7A (Mission): Pine Ridge def. Winner, 25-

23, 25-23, 23-25, 15-25, 15-10
8A: Belle Fourche def. Custer, 25-14, 25-

17, 25-14
CLASS B REGIONS

1B: Warner def. Summit, 25-19, 25-12, 25-
14

2B: Arlington def. Chester, 33-31, 20-25,
25-17, 25-23

3B: Herreid/Selby Area def. Highmore-Har-
rold, 25-11, 25-20, 25-21

4B: Parker def. Alcester-Hudson, 25-17, 25-
21, 25-14

5B (Wessington Springs): James Valley
Christian def. White Lake, 25-18, 25-21, 25-22

6B (Menno): Andes Central def. Hanson,
25-15, 25-19, 24-26, 25-19

7B: Lyman def. Wall, 25-21, 25-21, 22-25,
25-15

8B (Lemmon): Timber Lake def. Harding
County, 25-17, 20-25, 25-21, 25-17

STATE CLASS A TOURN.
Nov. 15-17 at Watertown Civic Arena

First Round, Nov. 15
Belle Fourche vs. Mobridge-Pollock, noon
Dakota Valley vs. Wagner, 1:45 p.m.
Sioux Falls Christian vs. Aberdeen Roncalli,

6 p.m.
Pine Ridge vs. Sioux Valley, 7:45 p.m.

STATE CLASS B TOURN.
Nov. 15-17 at Mitchell Corn Palace

First Round, Nov. 15
Lyman vs. Parker, noon
Andes Central vs. Arlington, 1:45 p.m.
Herried-Selby Area vs. James Valley Chris-

tian, 6 p.m.
Warner vs. Timber Lake, 7:45 p.m.

NEBRASKA STATE TOURN.
First Round, Nov. 8 at Grand Island

CLASS C2
All matches at Grand Island Northwest

Hershey (17-10) vs. North Platte St.
Patrick’s (29-1), 9 a.m.

Lutheran High Northeast (28-5) vs. Free-
man (25-6), 11 a.m.

Thayer Central (22-7) vs. Hastings St. Ce-
cilia (29-3), 2 p.m.

Hartington Cedar Catholic (28-5) vs. Wood
River (25-7), 4 p.m.

GREAT PLAINS ATH. CONF.
First Round, Nov. 6

Hastings  def. Concordia 25-10, 25-14, 25-
18

Midland def. Northwestern 25-20, 25-19,
25-21

Briar Cliff def. Dordt 25-22, 31-29, 29-27

Doane def. Morningside 22-25, 22-25, 25-
17, 25-17, 15-7
Semifinals, November 8

#4 Midland (21-10) at #1 Hastings (27-3),
7:30 p.m.

#6 Briar Cliff (20-14) at #2 Doane (26-8),
7:30 p.m.

FOOTBALL
S.D. PLAYOFFS

NOTE: All championship games being
played in the DakotaDome in Vermillion. Look
for coverage of all 6 finals in the Press &
Dakotan.
Thursday, November 8

CLASS 9A: Canistota (11-0) vs. Warner
(11-0), 11 a.m.

CLASS 9AA: Howard (9-2) vs. Deubrook
Area (11-0), 2:30 p.m.

CLASS 9B: Harding County (11-0) vs.
Colome (10-1), 7:30 p.m.
Friday, November 9

CLASS 11B: Winner (11-0) vs. Tri-Valley
(10-1), 2:30 p.m.

CLASS 11A: Dell Rapids (10-1) vs. Harris-
burg (8-2), 7:30 p.m.
Saturday, November 10

CLASS 11AA: S.F. Washington (11-0) vs.
Brandon Valley (11-0), 7:30 p.m.

NEBRASKA PLAYOFFS
CLASS C-1

Quarterfinals, Tuesday, Nov. 6
Adams Central 28, Kearney Catholic 7
Boone Central/Newman Grove 38, Gothen-

burg 20
Norfolk Catholic 51, Fort Calhoun 8
Pierce 35, Wahoo 7

CLASS C2
Quarterfinals, Tuesday, Nov. 6

Aquinas 56, Archbishop Bergan 28
Doniphan-Trumbull 35, North Platte St.

Patrick’s 6
Lutheran High Northeast 42, Ponca 14
Sutton 48, Hershey 7

CLASS D1
Quarterfinals, Tuesday, Nov. 6

Arapahoe 32, Elm Creek 26
Bruning-Davenport/Shickley 25,

Howells/Dodge 18
Elgin Public/Pope John 60, Loup City 13
Exeter/Milligan 58, High Plains Community

24
CLASS D2

Quarterfinals, Tuesday, Nov. 6
Falls City Sacred Heart 35, Lindsay Holy

Family 18
Giltner 66, Medicine Valley 22
Humphrey St. Francis 50, Sterling 8
Shelton 48, Bertrand 26

NATIONAL FOOTBALL LEAGUE
AMERICAN CONFERENCE

East
W L T Pct PF PA

New England 5 3 0 .625 262 170
Miami 4 4 0 .500 170 149
N.Y. Jets 3 5 0 .375 168 200
Buffalo 3 5 0 .375 180 248

South
W L T Pct PF PA

Houston 7 1 0 .875 237 137
Indianapolis 5 3 0 .625 159 191
Tennessee 3 6 0 .333 182 308
Jacksonville 1 7 0 .125 117 219

North
W L T Pct PF PA

Baltimore 6 2 0 .750 199 176
Pittsburgh 5 3 0 .625 191 164
Cincinnati 3 5 0 .375 189 218
Cleveland 2 7 0 .222 169 211

West
W L T Pct PF PA

Denver 5 3 0 .625 235 175
San Diego 4 4 0 .500 185 157
Oakland 3 5 0 .375 171 229
Kansas City 1 7 0 .125 133 240

NATIONAL CONFERENCE
East

W L T Pct PF PA
N.Y. Giants 6 3 0 .667 254 185
Philadelphia 3 5 0 .375 133 183
Dallas 3 5 0 .375 150 181
Washington 3 6 0 .333 226 248

South
W L T Pct PF PA

Atlanta 8 0 0 1.000 220 143
Tampa Bay 4 4 0 .500 226 185
New Orleans 3 5 0 .375 218 229
Carolina 2 6 0 .250 149 180

North
W L T Pct PF PA

Chicago 7 1 0 .875 236 120
Green Bay 6 3 0 .667 239 187
Minnesota 5 4 0 .556 204 197
Detroit 4 4 0 .500 192 188

West
W L T Pct PF PA

San Francisco 6 2 0 .750 189 103
Seattle 5 4 0 .556 170 154
Arizona 4 5 0 .444 144 173
St. Louis 3 5 0 .375 137 186
Monday, Nov. 5

New Orleans 28, Philadelphia 13
Thursday, Nov. 8

Indianapolis at Jacksonville, 7:20 p.m.
Sunday, Nov. 11

Atlanta at New Orleans, noon
Detroit at Minnesota, noon
Denver at Carolina, noon
San Diego at Tampa Bay, noon
Tennessee at Miami, noon
Buffalo at New England, noon
Oakland at Baltimore, noon
N.Y. Giants at Cincinnati, noon
N.Y. Jets at Seattle, 3:05 p.m.
St. Louis at San Francisco, 3:25 p.m.
Dallas at Philadelphia, 3:25 p.m.
Houston at Chicago, 7:20 p.m.
Open: Arizona, Cleveland, Green Bay,

Washington
Monday, Nov. 12

Kansas City at Pittsburgh, 7:30 p.m.

BASKETBALL
NATIONAL BASKETBALL ASSOC.
Monday’s Games

New York 110, Philadelphia 88
Minnesota 107, Brooklyn 96
Miami 124, Phoenix 99
Memphis 103, Utah 94
Dallas 114, Portland 91
San Antonio 101, Indiana 79
Sacramento 94, Golden State 92
Cleveland 108, L.A. Clippers 101

Tuesday’s Games
Chicago 99, Orlando 93
Oklahoma City 108, Toronto 88
Denver 109, Detroit 97

Wednesday’s Games
Phoenix at Charlotte, 6 p.m.
Washington at Boston, 6:30 p.m.
Indiana at Atlanta, 6:30 p.m.
Brooklyn at Miami, 6:30 p.m.
Denver at Houston, 7 p.m.
Orlando at Minnesota, 7 p.m.
Philadelphia at New Orleans, 7 p.m.
Memphis at Milwaukee, 7 p.m.
Toronto at Dallas, 7:30 p.m.
L.A. Lakers at Utah, 8 p.m.
Detroit at Sacramento, 9 p.m.
Cleveland at Golden State, 9:30 p.m.
San Antonio at L.A. Clippers, 9:30 p.m.

TRANSACTIONS
BASEBALL

American League
BALTIMORE ORIOLES—Promoted director

of sales and fan service Neil Aloise to vice pres-
ident of ticketing and fan services, director of
communications Greg Bader to vice president of

communications and marketing, and director of
finance Mike Hoppes to vice president of fi-
nance.

HOUSTON ASTROS—Named David
Stearns assistant general manager.

NEW YORK YANKEES—Claimed RHP
David Herndon off waivers from Toronto and
LHP Josh Spence off waivers from San Diego.

SEATTLE MARINERS—Claimed OF Scott
Cousins off waivers from Toronto.

National League
NEW YORK METS—Announced C Mike

Nickeas and OF Fred Lewis declined outright as-
signments and elected to become free agents.

BASKETBALL
National Basketball Association

NBA—Fined L.A. Lakers G Steve Blake
$25,000 for directing inappropriate language to-
ward a fan. Fined New Orleans Hornets coach
Monty Williams $25,000 for public comments
criticizing the league’s concussion policy.

FOOTBALL
National Football League

ARIZONA CARDINALS—Waived G Jeremy
Bridges from injured reserve.

ATLANTA FALCONS—Place G Garrett
Reynolds on injured reserve. Signed G Phillip-
keith Manley.

BUFFALO BILLS—Placed CB Terrence
McGee and OT Erik Pears on injured reserve.
Released PK John Potter. Signed WR Marcus
Easley from the practice squad. Signed WR
Chris Hogan to the practice squad.

CAROLINA PANTHERS—Placed WR/KR
Kealoha Pilares on injured reserve. Activated
WR David Gettis from the physically-unable-to-
perform list.

CINCINNATI BENGALS—Released FB
Jourdan Brooks from the practice squad. Signed
C Scott Wedige to the practice squad.

DETROIT LIONS—Released G Pat Boyle
from the practice squad. Signed WR Troy Burrell
to the practice squad.

NEW ENGLAND PATRIOTS—Signed LB
Jerrell Harris to the practice squad.

OAKLAND RAIDERS—Activated LB Aaron
Curry from the physically-unable-to-perform list.
Released LB Vic So’oto.

SEATTLE SEAHAWKS—Released WR
Charly Martin. Released WR Lavasier Tuinei
from the practice squad.

TAMPA BAY BUCCANEERS—Signed CB
LaQuan Lewis from the practice squad. Re-
leased CB Brandon McDonald. Signed TE
LaMark Brown to the practice squad.

TENNESSEE TITANS—Waived DE Pannel
Egboh.

WASHINGTON REDSKINS—Released CB
David Jones and LS Justin Snow. Signed CB
Domonique Johnson from the practice squad.
Activated LS Nick Sundberg from injured re-
serve.

COLLEGE
NCAA—Suspended Indiana freshman F

Hanner Mosquera-Perea and freshman C Peter
Jurkin for the first nine games this season for re-
ceiving impermissible benefits.

DAVIDSON—Fired football coach Tripp
Merritt. Promoted associate head coach Brett
Hayford to interim head coach.

Wednesday, November 7
No activities scheduled

Thursday, November 8
FOOTBALL, PREP S.D. State Finals at

Vermillion: 9A — Canistota vs. Warner (11
a.m.); 9AA — Howard vs. Deubrook Area
(2:30 p.m.); 9B — Harding County vs.
Colome (7:30 p.m.)

VOLLEYBALL, GIRLS’ Neb. State
Tourn. at Grand Island: Class C2 — Harting-
ton Cedar Catholic vs. Wood River (4 p.m.)

Friday, November 9
BASKETBALL, MEN’S MMC at Ashford

(8 p.m., KYNT-AM)

BASKETBALL, WOMEN’S USD at
Cleveland State (4 p.m., KVHT-FM)

CROSS COUNTRY, COLLEGE NCAA
Midwest Regional at Springfield, Mo. (USD)

FOOTBALL, PREP S.D. State Finals at
Vermillion: 11B — Winner vs. Tri-Valley (2:30
p.m.); 11A — Dell Rapids vs. Harrisburg
(7:30 p.m.)

SWIMMING & DIVING, COLLEGE Bor-
der Battle at Stevens Point, Wis.: USD (6
p.m.)

VOLLEYBALL, GIRLS’ S.D. Regions —
1AA; Neb. State Tourn. at Grand Island (Hart-
ington Cedar Catholic) 
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South Dakota Announces
Promotions For Saturday’s
Football Game

VERMILLION — South Dakota has an-
nounced a set of promotions for Saturday’s
home football game against the Northern Iowa
Panthers. Kickoff is set for noon.

The Midwest Dairy Association and the Yip-
pin Yote Kid’s Club will host a Fuel Up to Play
360 Football Bash Party Saturday morning from
9-11 a.m. at the Muenster University Center
Ballroom. Attendees will get $5 off membership
to the Yippin Yote Kid’s Club and will have the
opportunity to get involved, be active, take chal-
lenges and receive awards. 

For more information on the Yippin Yote
Kid’s Club please visit the Yippin Yote Kid's Club
online.

Visitors will have the opportunity to meet
USD head football coach Joe Glenn, Charlie
Coyote and win NFL Merchandise. Attendees
will also receive half-price adult admission and
free admission for kids at the football game. 

Saturday’s football game is also Military Ap-
preciation Day courtesy of CorTrust Bank. Vet-
erans and military members will gain free
admission and their family members will receive
half-price tickets with presentation of a Military 

Appreciation Day coupon which can be
found at GoYotes.com. 

A pre-game tailgate party for military ticket
holders and their families is being hosted by Clas-
sic Hits 106.3 in Coyote Tailgate Nation. Prior to
Saturday’s game members of USD’s ROTC will
repel from the rafters of the DakotaDome to pres-
ent the game ball prior to the Coyote football
team entering the field. The Sound of USD will
perform an “Armed Forces Salute” at halftime. 

For more information on Military Apprecia-
tion Day please visit www.usd.edu.

Saturday is also Senior Day at the Dakota-
Dome, and as such senior citizens (60 at over)
will receive half price admission to the game
upon request. Senior members of the Coyote
football team will be recognized during the pre-
game ceremonies.

Carney At QB Club 
The Yankton Quarterback Club will meet

Wednesday at noon at the Elks Lodge, 504
West 27th Street, Yankton.

This week’s speaker is South Dakota High
School Activities Association executive director
Wayne Carney, who will talk about issues cur-
rently facing the SDHSAA.

The public is invited to attend.

to close the set, 25-22.
Yankton controlled set two, jumping ahead 12-5

thanks to a consistent ability to find open spots on the
floor. The momentum on their side, the Gazelles hung
on for a 25-21 win. 

“There was a lot of physical and emotional energy
on both sides. I was proud of our girls for coming out
so fired up,” Yankton coach Leasa Woodward said.
“We battled back, but just couldn’t quite match them.”

As would be the case in the final two sets, the cele-
brations after each point and after each win were un-
derstandably intensified, considering what was on the
line.

“You could tell, both teams were playing for some-
thing,” said Washington coach LaDawn Nesje, whose
team returns to the state tournament. “We both
wanted to get it done tonight, and not have to try
again.”

The Warriors were the aggressors in the third set,
using an early lead and some aggressive serving to
take the Gazelles out of system. It was much the same
story in set four — Washington had all the momen-
tum.

“Once we gave them too big of a lead, we got back
on our heels,” Woodward said. “We had a tough time
receiving their serves and getting our offense in
rhythm.”

Though early on they found ways to get around the
blocks, the Gazelles struggled containing Washington’s
one-two offensive punch of Emma Hanson (24 kills)
and Lexi Bordeaux (16).

“We were finally able to do some things against
them, especially serving, and to try to take Mikala
away a bit,” Nesje said. “But honestly, I think Yankton
will get make it there (state) anyway, they’re a scrappy
team.”

Senior Kelsey Fitzgerald added 12 kills and 16 digs
for Yankton, while senior Maria Binder had 34 set as-
sists and junior Brooke Wuebben posted 16 digs and
five kills.

A loss at Washington now in the rearview mirror,
the Gazelles turn their attention to the Watertown Ar-
rows on Friday. Yankton, which opened district play
with a home win over Brandon Valley, swept Water-
town during the regular season.

“The energy you saw against Brandon Valley is
hopefully what people will see Friday,” Woodward
said.

As Washington was celebrating on its side of the
net after Tuesday’s match, Hora was consoling her

teammates — a move she said was meant to narrow
the focus.

“We just had to tell the younger girls, ‘It’s not over
yet,’” Hora said. “We wanted to get it over with, to be
able to celebrate already, but this is a learning experi-
ence.

“We’ll get it done Friday,” she added. “We’ll get to
state either way.”

You can follow Jeremy Hoeck on Twitter at
twitter.com/jhoeck

Gazelles
From Page 8

JEREMY HOECK/P&D
Yankton senior Mikala Hora jumps high for a kill
against Sioux Falls Washington during their District
2AA championship match Tuesday night in Sioux Falls.
Yankton’s Brooke Wuebben looks on.

Thompson said there were
good things happening during the
match, and regardless of the rough
night she was proud of what her

team accomplished. 
“I was pleased with my back

row and their passing as well as
their serve-receive. We struggled
all season, but tonight it came to-
gether. The blockers in front finally
timed the blocks and when I put
our right hitter in she was able to
pick up the slack there. 

“It was a good season and I’m
very proud of what we did. The

girls all did an awesome job. I’m
just proud of them, and we’ve still
got next year.”

Parker will be the top seed in
the state tournament, Nov. 15-17 at
Mitchell.

You can follow Emily Niebrugge
on Twitter at
twitter.com/ENiebrugge

Region 4B
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 Congratulations
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 Roadrunner Convenience 
 Ribbon Cutting

 The Yankton Chamber of Commerce Ambassador Committee 
 hosted a ribbon cutting for the new owners of Roadrunner 
 Convenience Mart, Robert Zacher and Connie Somsen.  Roadrunner 
 Convenience Mart is located at 300 W. 23rd St.  Robert and Connie 
 are open at 5:30 a.m. and close at 11 p.m.  They proudly endorse 
 Shell Oil grade fuels available 24 hrs. a day and also have complete 
 selections of beverages, tobacco, snacks, off-sale wine, on-sale beer 
 as well as a gaming casino.  For more questions you can call 
 (605)665-3908 or email them at yanktonroadrunner@gmail.com

1104 West 8th Street • Yankton, SD 57078
605-665-7841 • www.yanktonmedicalclinic.com

So Much Care, So Close to Home.®

It’sWhat’s InsideThat Counts.
Celebrating Picture Perfect Care During National Radiologic Technology Week.

“Since I’m a senior, it
means a lot to get to state

because it’s our last
year,” Kellie said. “We
were really emotional on
the bus ride up and in
practice. To me, it means
a lot because I’m really
excited. I’m ready to play
with my team because
we’re an awesome team.” 

Andes
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MINNEAPOLIS (AP) — The good
news for Minnesota last weekend
was that the Gophers had plenty of
legitimate opportunities to com-
plete a strong enough game to beat
Michigan, one of the Big Ten pow-
ers they’ve been least successful
against.

The bad? They still lost at home
by 22 points.

So the Gophers (5-4, 1-4) have
moved on, buoyed by their clear
improvement over last season
when they fell 58-0 to the Wolver-
ines but frustrated by a lingering in-
ability to put together the kind of
performance required to beat the
traditional big boys of the confer-
ence. 

“You can’t really practice it.
You’ve just got to get in the games
and do it. That just comes by expe-
rience,” quarterback Philip Nelson
said Tuesday. “I think that we’re so
close to getting there that it really
creates some disappointment after
the games.”

This is what happens with many
rebuilding projects. They’re still
lacking the overall talent and atti-
tude to play well most of the time.

“When you first take a program
over, they’re usually open because
there’s a reason for it. There’s a
struggle there. And your first year,
you’re just not very good,” Go-
phers coach Jerry Kill said. “The
second and third year, and you
hope you can move it quickly, is
that you win some games, but then
you’re close in a lot of games that
you don’t win because you’re not
quite good enough to get over that
hump, and I’d like to see us be able
to get over that hump a little bit.”

There were at least three glaring
examples in Saturday’s 35-13 loss
for the Gophers of a team capable
of hanging with one of the Big Ten’s
best but not yet able to produce
enough confidence, smart calls or
clutch plays to win.

—Michigan had the ball at the
Minnesota 45 midway through the
second quarter, facing third down
and 17 yards to go and a 7-0 deficit.
Gophers linemen got to the back-
field, forcing quarterback Devin
Gardner to scramble around to
avoid a sack. After running the
equivalent of roughly the entire
width of the field, Robinson saw
Drew Dileo wide open in the end
zone and threw him ball for the
tying touchdown. As well as the Go-
phers had the rest of the receivers
covered, one lapse cost them
dearly on that play.

“We had all the momentum in
the world. At some point, we lost it.
And we struggled to get it back,”
safety Brock Vereen said.

—Trailing 21-7 late in the third
quarter, Minnesota had first-and-
goal at the Michigan 3. But Donnell
Kirkwood was stopped for no gain,
and then Nelson was too. Next
came the false start penalty on left
guard Zac Epping, and Nelson’s
third-and-long pass was incom-
plete, prompting a short field goal.

“Anytime you get inside the 5-
yard line, you’ve GOT to come out
with a touchdown,” Nelson said
Tuesday. “I’m sure that’s something
that’s going to be a huge point of
emphasis this week in practice.”

—When the Wolverines got the
ball back, Gardner completed a
third-and-4 throw to Dileo for 11

yards to midfield. Then on the next
play, Gardner flung a pass into dou-
ble coverage that Ray Roundtree
somehow came down with at the 3-
yard line. Troy Stoudermire was in
prime position for the interception,
but the ball landed in Roundtree’s
hands last.

“We’re making good plays, we’re
making strides, but that’s not much
of a consolation,” linebacker Mike
Rallis said.

A trip to Illinois is on tap for this
Saturday. The Illini (2-7, 0-5) are al-
ready playing for next season. With
a game at Nebraska on Nov. 17 and
Michigan State due at TCF Bank
Stadium on Nov. 24, this is obvi-
ously the best chance for the Go-
phers to ensure themselves an
extra game.

“Not making a bowl game is not
really an option for me,” Rallis said,
adding: “We’re getting down to the
end of it, and we need to find a way
to get a couple victories here and
go out the right way. But we’ve got
to start with this one game and
kind of get in that atmosphere
where every game is a huge game.”

The Gophers will likely be with-
out leading receiver A.J. Barker
again. He didn’t play against Michi-
gan because of a sprained right
ankle suffered in the previous
week’s win over Purdue. Barker has
30 receptions, 577 yards and seven
touchdowns, by far the most on the
team in each category. The fresh-
man Nelson has showed promise
and poise in three starts since tak-
ing over the job, but success is
harder for him without his best tar-
get.

Gophers Still Trying To Get Over That Big Ten Hump


