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ast year, Christian singer and songwriter Mark Schultz
gave up.

He was in Europe with his wife, away from every-
thing he owned, when something happened.

“After a few months of being together, we realized
loving each other and loving God and loving other peo-
ple was so much more important than the stuff we had
sitting back in our garage,” the Tennessee-based musi-
cian said in a phone interview with the Press & Dakotan.
“So we gave up on the surface things — all the things

that don’t make a difference — and focused
on all the things that are here to stay and
make a difference in people’s lives.”

Along with that revelation, Schultz did
what he has always done when something

moves him — he wrote a song about it.
“I just try to look for those things that are meaningful in life,” he

said. “I want to tell a story that moves people and makes people think
and makes people look for something that’s bigger than themselves.
And I think music is a great way to do that.”

Schultz will be bringing his giving message and inspirational songs,
such as “I Gave Up,” to Yankton Saturday when he performs as part of
Kids Against Hunger of Yankton’s first Hunger Conference. The event
will take place at 7 p.m. at the Yankton High School Theater and will
offer area residents information about local hunger-fighting programs
and how to get involved. Representatives will be present from Kids
Against Hunger of Yankton, the Yankton Sack program, the Yankton Con-
tact Center and the ministry of Helping Hands for Haiti.

“I’m pretty excited for it,” Schultz said. “I think it will bring people
out for a great cause, and I hope people at the concert will feel uplifted
and moved.”

Schultz describes his music as “your normal adult contemporary,
Top 40 pop sound with a Christian worldview.” His many hits include
“He’s My Son,” “Remember Me,” “Letters From War” and “Walking Her
Home.”

He has been nominated for 14 Dove Awards, winning his first in 2006
for his CD/DVD, “Mark Schultz Live: A Night of Stories & Songs,” which
was named Long Form Music Video of the Year.

For his Yankton performance, Schultz said he will play a blend of
both old and new.

“I’ll perform all the hits that people know off the radio, plus I’ll throw
in some new ones from the new record, and tell all the stories behind
those,” he said. “It’ll be a good mix.”

Schultz said the inspiration for his latest album, “All Things Possi-
ble,” began five years ago as he started a bicycling tour from California
to Maine. The trip took 62 days as he performed concerts along the way
to raise money for widows and orphans.

“In the Bible it says one of the greatest things as a Christian you can
do is take care of widows and orphans,” he said. “I thought if I could go
and do that, maybe God would be in it. And sure enough, He was. And I
realized I was able to do things I normally wouldn’t be able to because I
felt like that God was in that, and anything is possible when God is in it.”

Schultz said one of his favorite songs from his latest album is about
his son, who was born earlier this year. In “Haven’t Met You Yet,” the
musician details the excitement he felt for his unborn child, who has
since had a profound impact on his life.

“I was adopted, and I’ve never met my birth mom or my birth dad,”
Schultz said. “So I’ve never really known where my sense of humor
comes from, or my personality, or my musical ability. And I thought that
maybe I’d never find that out — but then our son was born.

“One night I was feeding him in his room, and he just started laugh-
ing, and my legs about buckled. I thought, ‘Man, that is my laugh, and
those are my eyes, and that’s my smile.’ And my wife walked in, and I
said, ‘My whole life I wanted to meet someone from my bloodline, and I
never have, and I finally did tonight. I’m holding him.’ That was pretty
special for me.”

Steve Mach, director of Kids Against Hunger of Yankton, said
Schultz’s music fits perfectly with the goal of the Hunger Conference,
which is to inspire people to share the goodness they have in their lives
with others.

“His music reaches across generations to young and old alike,” he
said. “It’s very uplifting.”

Schultz added, “Hopefully people will come and be moved and laugh
a lot, and even cry a time or two. It will be well worth their time and will
benefit a great cause.”

Tickets for Saturday’s conference are available at the Carpenter’s
Shop and Clark’s Rentals, by phone at 800-965-9324 or at iTickets.com.
All proceeds will benefit the Yankton Sack Pack program, the Yankton
Contact Center and the ministry of Helping Hands for Haiti.

You can follow Derek Bartos on Twitter at twitter.com/d_bartos
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Christian Music Singer
Mark Schultz Helps
Local Group Bring
Awareness Of Hunger
To Yankton Saturday

L

Christian music singer Mark Schultz
will perform in concert at the Sum-
mit Activities Center theater Satur-
day night as part of the Kids Against
Hunger of Yankton’s first Hunger
Conference. (Courtesy photo)


