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Congress Returning To D.C. And Busy Agenda

WASHINGTON (AP) — Congress returns Tuesday to a crowded
agenda of unfinished business overshadowed by the urgent need for
President Barack Obama and lawmakers to avert the economic double
hit of tax increases and automatic spending cuts.

One week after the elections — and seven weeks after they last
gathered in Washington, Republicans and Democrats face a daunting
task in a lame-duck session that Capitol Hill fears could last until the
final hours of Dec. 31. But even before serious budget negotiations can
begin, lawmakers will tackle leftover legislation on trade with Russia,
military budgets and aiding farmers still reeling from the summer’s
drought.

The first days back will be a mix of old and new — choosing down-
ballot leaders in the Senate while the 12 new members, three Republi-
cans, eight Democrats and one independent, are introduced to their
colleagues. The House will welcome some 70 new members who will
get a crash course on how Congress operates with a class on ethics
Wednesday.

While the nation’s voters endorsed the status quo of divided gov-
ernment — a Democratic president and Senate, a Republican House —
Obama cruised to re-election and his emboldened party gained seats
in both the House and Senate. In the new political order, Democrats
will hold a 55-45 edge in the Senate if independent Angus King of Maine
caucuses with them as expected. Republicans’ advantage in the House
narrows and likely will stand at 233-201.

Democrats were leading in the six undecided House races in Ari-
zona, California, Florida, North Carolina and Utah.

Israeli Military Hits Syrian Artillery Launcher

TEL HAZEKA, Golan Heights (AP) — Israeli tanks struck a Syrian ar-
tillery launcher Monday after a stray mortar shell flew into Israel-held
territory, the first direct clash between the neighbors since the Syrian
uprising began nearly two years ago.

The confrontation fueled new fears that the Syrian civil war could
drag Israel into the violence, a scenario with grave consequences for
the region. The fighting has already spilled into Lebanon, Jordan and
Turkey.

“We are closely monitoring what is happening and will respond ap-
propriately. We will not allow our borders to be violated or our citizens
to be fired upon,” Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu said Monday in
a speech to foreign ambassadors.

While officials believe President Bashar Assad has no interest in
picking a fight with Israel, they fear the embattled Syrian leader may
try to draw Israel into the fighting in a bout of desperation. Israeli offi-
cials believe it is only a matter of time before Syrian rebels topple the
longtime leader.

The conflict has already spilled over into several of Syria’s other
neighbors — whether in direct violence or in the flood of refugees flee-
ing the bloodshed. More than 36,000 Syrians have been killed in the
fighting, according to estimates by anti-Assad activists.

Bishops Stay Course On Gay Marriage Fight

BALTIMORE (AP) — A subdued U.S. Conference of Catholic Bishops
acknowledged Monday that voters rejected the stands they took
against gay marriage and birth control, but gave no sign they would
change their strategy ahead.

Same-sex marriage supporters made a four-state sweep of ballot
measures last week, despite intensive advocacy by Roman Catholic
bishops in favor of traditional marriage. Bishops also spoke out
sharply against President Barack Obama’s mandate that most employ-
ers provide health insurance that covers artificial contraception. Crit-
ics accused the bishops of going so far that they appeared to be
backing Republican Mitt Romney.

The bishops insist their complaints were not partisan. Still, they
now must face four more years with an administration many bishops
characterized as a threat to the church.

Obama won the overall Catholic vote, 50 percent to 48 percent, but
Catholics split on ethnic lines. White Catholics supported Romney, 59
percent to 40 percent. However, Latino Catholics went for Obama, 75
percent to 21 percent.

Answers Sought In Deadly Indianapolis Blast

INDIANAPOLIS (AP) — The owner of one of the homes that ex-
ploded in Indianapolis said Monday that a problem furnace could be to
blame for the blast that killed two people and damaged dozens of
homes so severely officials say they must be demolished.

John Shirley, 50, of Noblesville, told The Associated Press that his
daughter sent him a text message last week complaining that the fur-
nace in the home where she lives with her mother and her mother’s
boyfriend had gone out and required them to stay at hotel.

But Shirley also said when he asked if the furnace had been fixed,
his daughter said yes, and he wasn’t aware of any additional problems
until he heard from his daughter again Sunday morning.

“I get a text from my daughter saying ‘Dad, our home is gone. Then
[ called my ex-wife and she said what happened,” he said.

His ex-wife, Monserrate Shirley, declined to comment Monday.

Puppeteer Accused Of Underage Relationship

NEW YORK (AP) — The puppeteer who performs as EImo on
“Sesame Street” is taking a leave of absence from the iconic kids’ show
in the wake of allegations that he had a relationship with a 16-year-old
boy.

Puppeteer Kevin Clash has denied the charges, which, according to
Sesame Workshop, were first made in June by the accuser, who by
then was 23.

“We took the allegation very seriously and took immediate action,”
Sesame Workshop said in a statement issued Monday. “We met with
the accuser twice and had repeated communications with him. We met
with Kevin, who denied the accusation.”
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Petraeus Tells Friends
He Was Shocked At
Girlfriend’s Emails

BY ANNE FLAHERTY, KIMBERLY
DOZIER AND ADAM GOLDMAN
Associated Press

WASHINGTON — Ex-CIA direc-
tor David Petraeus has told friends
he was shocked to find that his bi-
ographer and girlfriend, Paula
Broadwell, was suspected of send-
ing anonymous, threatening emails
to a Petraeus friend she saw as a
romantic rival.

A close Petraeus associate said
Monday that FBI investigators told
Petraeus that Broadwell sent
anonymous emails to Jill Kelley, a
Petraeus family friend from his
time at Central Command in
Tampa, warning her to stay away
from him. The Petraeus associate
spoke on condition of anonymity
to discuss confidential conversa-
tions with Petraeus. The CIA direc-
tor resigned last week after
confessing to the affair.

Petraeus was not shown the
emails, but was told the tone and
content seemed threatening to Kel-
ley, prompting her to report them,
the close Petraeus associate said.
That triggered the investigation
that led the FBI to Broadwell and
evidence of her affair with Petraeus.

The affair began in 2011, two
months after he became CIA direc-
tor, a friend and former top aide
said Monday. The case has sparked
an uproar in Congress over FBI in-
vestigative tactics and complaints
by lawmakers they weren’t told
soon enough about the probe rock-
ing the intelligence and law en-
forcement establishment.

Petraeus, who resigned last week
as the nation’s head spy, and his
family are said to be devastated over
the affair, especially his wife Holly,
who “is not exactly pleased right
now,” said Steve Boylan, a friend and
former Petraeus spokesman who
spoke to Petraeus over the weekend.

“Furious would be an understate-
ment,” Boylan told ABC’s “Good
Morning America.” He said Petraeus
ended the affair four months ago.

Members of Congress said they
want to know more details about the
FBlinvestigation that revealed the
extramarital affair between Petraeus
and Broadwell. They questioned
when the retired general popped up
in the FBI inquiry, whether national
security was compromised and why
they weren't told sooner.

Petraeus, 60, quit Friday after ac-
knowledging the affair. He has been
married 38 years to Holly Petraeus,
with whom he has two adult chil-
dren, including a son who led an in-
fantry platoon in Afghanistan as an
Army lieutenant.

Broadwell, a 40-year-old graduate
of the U.S. Military Academy and an
Army Reserve officer, is married
with two young sons.

According to a senior U.S. mili-
tary official, Kelley, 37, who lives in
Tampa, Fla., and serves as an unpaid
social liaison to MacDill Air Force
Base in Tampa, where the military’s
Central Command and Special Oper-
ations Command are located.
Staffers for Petraeus said Kelley and
her husband were regular guests at
events he held at Central Command
headquarters.

AULS. official said the coalition
countries represented at Central
Command gave Kelley an apprecia-
tion certificate on which she was re-
ferred to as an “honorary
ambassador” to the coalition, but
she has no official status and is not
employed by the U.S. government.

In a statement Sunday, Kelley and
her husband, Scott, said: “We and
our family have been friends with
Gen. Petraeus and his family for over
five years. We respect his and his
family’s privacy and want the same
for us and our three children.”

The military official who identi-
fied Kelley spoke on condition of
anonymity because he was not au-
thorized to publicly discuss the in-
vestigation. He said Kelley had
received harassing emails from
Broadwell, which led the FBI to ex-
amine her email account and eventu-
ally discover her relationship with
Petraeus. It was not clear what led
Broadwell to send the emails to Kel-
ley.

The FBI contacted Petraeus and
other intelligence officials, and Di-
rector of National Intelligence James
Clapper asked Petraeus to resign.

A former associate of Petraeus
confirmed the target of the emails
was Kelley, but said there was no
affair between the two, speaking
on condition of anonymity to dis-
cuss the retired general’s private
life. The associate said Kelley and
her husband were longtime friends
of Petraeus and his wife.

Boylan said Monday that Pe-
traeus is keenly aware that he has in-
jured his family while losing “one of
the best jobs he ever had. He’s dev-
astated.” The affair with Broadwell
started about two months after Pe-
traeus took the CIA post, Boylan
said. Petraeus became CIA director
in September 2011.

Petraeus’ affair with Broadwell
will be the subject of meetings
Wednesday involving congres-
sional intelligence committee lead-
ers, FBI deputy director Sean Joyce
and CIA deputy director Michael
Morell.

Petraeus had been scheduled to
appear before congressional com-
mittees on Thursday to testify about
the Sept. 11 attack on the U.S. Con-
sulate in Benghazi, Libya, that killed
four Americans, including U.S. Am-
bassador Chris Stevens. Morell was
expected to testify in place of Pe-
traeus, and lawmakers said he
should have the answers to their
questions.

Clapper was told by the Justice
Department of the Petraeus investi-
gation last week at about 5 p.m. on
Election Day, and then called Pe-
traeus and urged him to resign, ac-
cording to a senior U.S. intelligence
official who spoke on condition of
anonymity because he was not au-
thorized to discuss the investigation
publicly.

FBI officials said the congres-
sional committees weren’t informed
until Friday, one official said, be-
cause the matter started as a crimi-
nal investigation into harassing
emails allegedly sent by Broadwell
to Kelley.

Concerned that emails Petraeus
exchanged with Broadwell raised
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Former CIA
director

Early years

Born 1952, Cornwall

on Hudson, N.Y.
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U.S. Military Academy, 1974;
master’s degree, Princeton
University, 1985; doctorate,
Princeton University, 1987
Family Married, two children

Early military career

1995 Chief operations officer
in Haiti during Operation
Uphold Democracy

1999 Serves in Kuwait

in Operation Desert Spring
2001-02 Serves 10-month
tour in Bosnia as part

of Operation Joint Forge

In the Middle East

2004-2005 Establishes and
commands NATO training
mission and the Multi-
National Security Transition
Command in Iraq
2007-2008 Commanding
general of the Multi-National
Force in Irag during surge
2008-2010 Commander

of U.S. Central Command;
in charge of all U.S. forces
in the Middle East
2010-2011 Top U.S.
commander in Afghanistan

In Washington

2011-2012 Director of the
Central Intelligence Agency;
resigns, citing an
extramarital affair
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the possibility of a security breach,
the FBI brought the matter up with
him directly, according to the offi-
cial, who spoke on condition of
anonymity because he was not au-
thorized to publicly discuss the in-
vestigation.

Petraeus decided to quit, though
he was breaking no laws by having
an affair, officials said.
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North Korea

Satellites

Indicate
Missile
Activity

WASHINGTON (AP) — Satel-
lite imagery indicates North
Korea has been testing rocket
engines, a sign it continues to
develop its long-range ballistic
missiles, a U.S. academic insti-
tute said Monday.

The analysis provided to
The Associated Press is based
on satellite images taken as re-
cently as late September of the
Sohae site on the secretive
country’s northwest coast. In
April, the North launched a
rocket from there in a failed at-
tempt to propel a satellite into
space in defiance of a U.N. ban.

The analysis on the website
of the U.S.-Korea Institute at
Johns Hopkins School of Ad-
vanced International Studies,
which is called “38 North,” said
it remains unclear whether the
North is preparing another
rocket launch but predicted it
may embark on new rocket and
nuclear tests in the first half of
2013.

The analysis underscores
the challenges posed by the
North’s weapons programs to
the United States and its allies
as President Barack Obama
heads into his second term.
Washington’s most recent at-
tempt to negotiate a freeze in
the North’s nuclear program
and a test moratorium in ex-
change for food aid collapsed
with the April launch that the
U.S. regarded as a cover for
testing ballistic missile technol-

0gy.

In 2009, North Korea tested
a long-range missile and its sec-
ond nuclear weapon within
months of Obama taking office,
and the 38 North analysis says
North Korea may conduct new
tests in the aftermath of presi-
dential elections recently com-
pleted in U.S. and due in
December in South Korea. That
could be viewed as a tactic to
exert more pressure on the
close allies as the North seeks
recognition as a nuclear power.

Last month, Defense Secre-
tary Leon Panetta said North
Korea continues to prepare for
such tests, and the North, an-
gered by Washington’s recent
agreement to let Seoul possess
missiles capable of hitting all of
its territory, has recently
claimed that the U.S. mainland
is within range of its missiles.
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