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Mount Marty senior outside hitter
Amanda Dirksen was named honor-
able mention all-Great Plains Ath-
letic Conference on Wednesday.

SCOREBOARD AREA CALENDAR

BY JAMES D. CIMBUREK
james.cimburek@yankton.net

Two leaders on and off the court
for the Mount Marty College volley-
ball program were honored by the
Great Plains Athletic Conference on
Wednesday, as senior outside hitter
Amanda Dirksen and sophomore
setter Caitlyn Illg were named hon-
orable mention all-GPAC by a vote of
the league’s coaches.

Dirksen was the team leader in
kills (240) and digs (262) this sea-
son, and ranked among the team
leaders in service aces (20), and
blocks (34, 3 solo/31 assisted). She
also had 23 assists on the season.

The 5-8 outside hitter ranked 14
in the GPAC in digs and 18th in the
conference in kills. She had 12
matches with double-digit kills, in-
cluding twice recording a career-
high 15 in a match. She also had 10
matches of double-digit digs this
season, including a career-best 19

against Dakota State on Sept. 4.

“Amanda had some nice numbers
and competed very well with the
other athletes on the list,” said MMC
head coach Candice Climer. “She
had some nice goals picked out and
went after them.”

The Kingsley, lowa, native fin-
ished with 501 kills, 48 ace serves,
585 digs and 80 blocks.

lllg averaged 6.1 assists per set,
recording 678 assists despite spend-
ing much of the season in a 6-2 (two-
setter) offense. She also led the
team with 31 ace serves, ranked
third on the team with 197 digs, and
added 37 kills and 11 blocks.

“Caitlyn has a lot of drive and is a
natural born leader,” Climer said.
“When Tina (fellow setter Tian Row-
botham) was injured, she had to run
a 5-1 (one-setter) and handled it
well.”

Part of Climer’s excitement about
Illg is knowing that she has two
more years to work with a young

Southern Edges

Lancer offense. of the six players
who recorded more than 100 kills

for the Lancers this season, only
two — Dirksen and middle hitter

Kate Lingscheit — are seniors. Emily

Schreur is a junior, Kristen Boyle

sophomore and Bailey Kuchta and
Lexie Branson are freshmen. Sadie
Fedor, who ranked seventh on the
team with 51 Kills, is also a fresh-

man.
“I'm really excited for Caitlyn.

She has two more years to improve

and get better,” Climer said. “We
have a lot of young ones coming

back, and I think she can whip those

younger girls into shape.”

MMC finished 7-25, including a 1-
15 record in GPAC play. The Lancers
fared better in JV action, going 5-11

overall and in the GPAC.

You can follow James D. Cimbu-

rek on Twitter at twitter.com/ ace-
man904
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Mount Marty sophomore setter Amanda Dirksen was named
honorable mention all-Great Plains Athletic Conference on

Wednesday.

State B Tourn. at Mitchell: Andes Central,
Parker
Saturday, November 17

BASKETBALL, MEN'S MMC at Con-
cordia (4 p.m., KYNT-AM)

BASKETBALL, WOMEN'S MMC at
Concordia (2 p.m., KYNT-AM)

CROSS COUNTRY, COLLEGE NCAA
Division | National Championships at
Louisville, Ky.; NAIA Championships at Van-
couver, Wash.

FOOTBALL, COLLEGE USD at South
Dakota State (2 p.m., KVHT-FM, WNAX-AM,
Midco Sports Network)

VOLLEYBALL, WOMEN'S Summit
League Tourn. at Fargo, N.D.

VOLLEYBALL, GIRLS' S.D. State AA
Tourn. at Rapid City; S.D. State A Tourn. at
Watertown: Dakota Valley, Wagner; S.D.
State B Tourn. at Mitchell: Andes Central,
Parker

Sunday, November 18

BASKETBALL, MEN'S USD at Gon-

zaga (3 p.m., KVHT-FM)

VOLLEYB ALL EASTERN CONFERENCE Thursday, November 15
Atlantic Division BASKETBALL, MEN'S Global Sports
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Hastings; Haley Beardsley, Hastings; Kaitlin
Floerchinger, Northwestern; Emily Max, Doane;
Kayla Gesink, Dordt; Megan Farley, Midland;
Erin Frank, Briar Cliff; Briana Schaeuble, Morn-
ingside; Ashley Wheeler, Midland; Amanda
Kisker, Concordia; Alexis Bart, Northwestern;
Ashley Axmann, Doane

SECOND TEAM: Maggie Vondrak, Morn-
ingside; Danae Geels, Dordt; Mackenzie Hite,
Nebraska Wesleyan; Mackenzie Scheef, Mid-
land; Miranda Wisehart, Doane; Carissa Kinne,
Hastings; Marissa Van Driel, Briar Cliff; Karlie
Schut, Northwestern; Kayla Broekhuis, Dordt;
Katelyn Walsh, Nebraska Wesleyan; Kirsten
Nickel, Hastings; Jaci Moret, Northwestern;
Carli Smith, Concordia; Katelyn Schuller, Dordt
Honorable Mention

BRIAR CLIFF: Kally Idema, Breanna No-
gelmeier

CONCORDIA: Amanda Abbott, Mariah
Schamp
DAKOTA WESLEYAN: Rachel Tinklen-
berg, Danielle Bird

DOANE: Desiree Erikson, Julie Els

DORDT: Lindsey Floen, Loy Sahr

HASTINGS: Katie Zoucha, Jessica Oster-
haus

MIDLAND: Molly Pettit, Becca Gradoville

MORNINGSIDE: Anastasia Ott

MOUNT MARTY: Amanda Dirksen (OH),
Caitlyn llig (S)

NEBRASKA WESLEYAN: Karny Kueh,
Hannah Softley

NORTHWESTERN: Megan Hutson, Jen-
nie Jansen

BASKETBALL

NAT. BASKETBALL ASSOC.

Charlotte 92, Washington 76
Toronto 74, Indiana 72
New York 99, Orlando 89
Brooklyn 114, Cleveland 101
Portland 103, Sacramento 86
San Antonio 84, L.A. Lakers 82
Wednesday's Games
Detroit 94, Philadelphia 76
Boston 98, Utah 93
Houston 100, New Orleans 96
Charlotte 89, Minnesota 87
Memphis 107, Oklahoma City 97
Milwaukee 99, Indiana 85
Washington at Dallas, 8:30 p.m.

Cam Kneeland to Trois-Rivieres for a player to
be named.
FOOTBALL
National Football League

NFL—Fined Houston LB Tim Dobbins
$30,000 for a helmet-to-helmet hit to Chicago
QB Jay Cutler.

CAROLINA PANTHERS—Signed G Je-
remy Bridges. Placed DE Thomas Keiser on in-
jured reserve.

KANSAS CITY CHIEFS—Signed TE De-
Marco Cosby to the practice squad.

NEW YORK JETS—Signed RB Kahlil Bell.

OAKLAND RAIDERS—Signed LB Omar

Phil Bates from the practice squad. Placed WR
Lavasier Tuinei to the practice squad.
ST. LOUIS RAMS—Released DT Kellen
Heard.
TAMPA BAY BUCCANEERS—Promoted
DE Markus White from the practice squad.
Signed LB Joe Holland to the practice squad.
Canadian Football League
CFL—Fined Calgary SB Nik Lewis an
undisclosed amount for violating the league’s
social media policy.
HOCKEY
American Hockey League
ALBANY DEVILS—Reassigned LW Harry
Young to Kalamazoo (ECHL).
HAMILTON BULLDOGS—Signed G Scott
Darling to a PTO contract.

PROVIDENCE BRUINS—Recalled F
Alden Hirschfeld from South Carolina (ECHL).
Central Hockey League

DENVER CUTTHROATS—Signed F Mike
Towns.

LACROSSE
National Lacrosse League

EDMONTON RUSH—Acquired T Jeremy
Thompson from Buffalo for F Aaron Wilson and
a 2013 second-round draft pick.

SOCCER
Major League Soccer

MLS—Fined D.C. United G Bill Hamid an
undisclosed amount for failing to leave the field
in an orderly manner after receiving a red card
and D.C. United F Lionard Pajoy an undis-

Chicago at Phoenix, 9 p.m.

Atlanta at Golden State, 10:30 p.m.

Miami at L.A. Clippers, 10:30 p.m.
Thursday’s Games

Boston at Brooklyn, 7 p.m.

New York at San Antonio, 7:30 p.m.

Miami at Denver, 9:30 p.m.
Friday’s Games

Utah at Philadelphia, 6 p.m.

Dallas at Indiana, 6 p.m.

Orlando at Detroit, 6:30 p.m.

Golden State at Minnesota, 7 p.m.

Oklahoma City at New Orleans, 7 p.m.

New York at Memphis, 8:30 p.m.

Houston at Portland, 9 p.m.

Atlanta at Sacramento, 9 p.m.

Phoenix at L.A. Lakers, 9:30 p.m.

TRANSACTIONS

American League
BOSTON RED SOX—Agreed to terms
with C David Ross on a two-year contract.
National League

reserve.

Gaither. Placed LB Travis Goethel on injured

closed amount for “deliberately marring the
penalty mark” in a Nov. 8 game against New

SEATTLE SEAHAWKS—Released WR  York.

team.

had 11 points.
BASEBALL

Creighton Downs SDSU 63-54

BROOKINGS — Creighton used four players in dou-
ble figures to beat South Dakota State 63-54, spoiling to
home opener for the Jackrabbit women’s basketball

Carli Tritz scored 13 points to lead Creighton (1-1).
Sarah Nelson, McKenzie Fujan and Jasmin Corbin each

Megan Waytashek led SDSU (1-2) with 14 points.
Gabrielle Boever netted 10 points. Ashley Eide and
Katie Lingle each had nine points, with Lingle also
grabbing nine rebounds for the Jackrabbits.

Andes

From Page 7

Sierra Svatos (190 digs, 24 blocks),
Latasha Dion (173 digs), Dennisha
Johanneson (128 digs), Dakota
Goode (122 digs) and Payton Jo-
hanneson (75 digs, 47 blocks) also
playing key defensive roles.

“Our defense is scrappy,”
Brinkman said. “We try to keep our
focus in practice on defense. We
will put our back row defense
against our front row without
blocks, and I think that’s helped
us.”

The Winckler twins have been
primary weapons on offense, with
Kellie recording a team-high 264
kills and 58 ace serves, and Krista
notching 223 kills and 32 aces.

“Krista has really picked her
game up. She has played well,”
Brinkman said. “Kellie didn’t get as
many blocks, but that’s because
they're just not setting the ball in

her direction. Teams have underes-
timated Krista — her timing is
great, and she gets a piece of the
ball most of the time.”

The Johanneson girls have also
played key offensive roles. Den-
nisha ranks third with 149 kills and
second with 53 ace serves. Payton
(45 kills, 37 ace serves) has helped
pick up the slack in a number of
roles.

“When teams take our setter
out Payton backs up the play,”
Brinkman said. “We’re working
with her to be our setter next
year.”

Svatos has been a driving force
in the offense, recording 598 as-
sists. The senior moved into a sin-
gle-setter offense midway through
last season, and has taken control
of the team.

“We used to run two, maybe
three, setters,” Brinkman said.
“She had some growing pains last
year, but this year she has ac-
cepted the role and everyone else
accepted the things we were
doing.”

The Eagles face a tough task in

Arlington (30-5), a perennial power
that was ranked third in the final
SDSWA poll.

“This is the spot we wanted to
be in,” Brinkman said. “We told our
girls that we wanted to play tough
teams. We tried to find as many
good tournaments as we could.”

While the Cardinals have sev-
eral talented players, Brinkman is
not putting his team’s focus on the
other side of the net.

“Our game is to play the way
we've played in the past,” he said.
“We'll play our game, and may the
best girls win.”

Andes Central and Arlington
face off at 1:45 p.m. The day begins
with top-ranked Parker (32-0) facing
Lyman (16-12) at noon. The evening
session includes Herried-Selby Area
(28-2) against James Valley Chris-
tian (21-6) at 6 p.m., followed by
Warner against Timber Lake (24-7).

The tournament runs through
Saturday in Mitchell.

You can follow James D. Cimbu-
rek on Twitter at twitter.com/ace-
man904

Arens
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portunity that brought her game
to more college coaches, Losing
said.

“She’s spent a lot of time in
ball handling, shooting, and pass-
ing, to help her move to a for-
ward,” he said. “She had some
experiences last summer playing
AAU ball, but the main thing
that’s going to help her is that
she’s the hardest worker ['ve
ever coached.

“She’ll be very successful with
Amy and Ryan, you can just see
it in her.”

Though she plays mostly cen-
ter at Crofton, Arens likely will
transition to a power forward in
college, Losing said. The Coyotes
project to have a young team by
the time Arens gets to campus,
mostly because of season-ending

injuries to five players this sea-
son.

The idea of playing for Amy
Williams, who took over for Ryun
Williams (no relation), is some-
thing Arens said she is not too
worried about.

“I'talked to (assistant coach)
Ryan Larsen mostly, never really
to Ryun Williams,” she said. “I
didn’t know much about him,
other than that he was a great
coach. It wasn't like it changed
my mind when he left.

“When [ finally got to talk to
new coach (Amy) Williams, I
could relate to some of the things
she said.”

Even before getting to that
point, though, Arens had to de-
cide on scholarship offers from
USD and the University of Sioux
Falls, a Division II program.

“I'really liked USF, but there’s
something about the atmosphere
at USD that I thought overruled,”
she said. “It was a tough decision
between those two. My mom

asked me what my gut told me,
and I said USD right away.”

You can follow Jeremy Hoeck
on Twitter at twitter.com/jhoeck
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MORNING COFFEE
WEEKDAYS MONDAY-FRIDAY

Thursday, November 15
7:40 am  Yankton Conv/Vis

(Lisa Scheve)

8:20 am  Yankton Chamber
(Carmen Schramm)

8:45 am  Outlaws & Scofflaws
(Bernie Hunhoff)
Friday, November 16
7:40 am  Vermillion Chamber
(Steve Howe)

8:20 am  United Way
(Pam Kettering)

USD In Opener

LARAMIE, Wyo. (AP) — Derick

Beltran scored 17 points and Jameel
Grace scored 16, including two free

throws with 9 seconds to play, as

Southern University defeated South

Dakota 83-79 Wednesday night.

The game was part of the Global

Sports Showcase at the University
of Wyoming.
Javan Mitchell also scored 16

points and led the Jaguars (1-2) with
eight rebounds. Malcolm Miller and
Yondarius Johnson added 11 points

each for Southern.

South Dakota’s Trevor Gruis led

all players with 23 points and nine

rebounds. Karim Rowson scored 19

points for the Coyotes, who were

playing their season opener.
SOUTHERN U. 83, S. DAKOTA 79
S. DAKOTA (0-1)

Myles 2-11 3-4 7, Kasperbauer 3-7 0-0 7, Rowson 5-8 9-12 19,
Flack 2-3 0-0 5, Gruis 8-11 7-12 23, Boots 2-4 0-0 5, Tecker 2-4 0-0
5, Bos 2-2 0-0 4, Bartling 0-0 0-0 0, Robertson 1-5 1-3 4. Totals 27-

5520-31 79.
SOUTHERN U. (1-2)

Beltran 5-10 3-4 17, Grace 6-12 3-5 16, Monroe 4-6 0-0 8, Bol
0-2 0-0 0, Mitchell 7-15 2-2 16, Johnson 3-7 5-5 11, Marshall 1-10-
02, Alston 0-2 0-0 0, Hyder 0-2 2-2 2, Miller 4-6 1-1 11. Totals 30-63

16-1983.

Halftime—Southern U. 42-34. 3-Point Goals—S. Dakota 5-19
(Tecker 1-2, Flack 1-2, Robertson 1-3, Boots 1-3, Kasperbauer 1-5,
Myles 0-4), Southern U. 7-16 (Beltran 4-8, Miller 2-3, Grace 1-3,
Johnson 0-2). Fouled Out—Mitchell. Rebounds—S. Dakota 29 (Gruis
9), Southern U. 40 (Mitchell 8). Assists—S. Dakota 9 (Boots 3),
Southern U. 17 (Hyder, Miller, Monroe 4). Total Fouls—S. Dakota 16,

Southern U. 23. A—253.

Parker
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also been an offensive weapon at
the net with 80 kills.

“Amber has been a good team
leader and a coach on the floor.
She makes really good decisions,”
Christensen said. “I think she gets
some of (her aggressiveness)
from JO (junior Olympic) volley-
ball. She wants to be a hitter, and
she has that kind of mentality.”

Parker’s power volleyball phi-
losophy extends to the back line
as well, where the Pheasants have
221 ace serves as a team with 95
percent of their serves landing in-
bounds. Dysthe leads with 62 ace
serves, followed by Hanten (40),
Weeldreyer (39) and McKenney

31

“One of the keys we talk about
is that we want to be aggressive,
but we want to keep it in play,”
Christensen said.

The Pheasants open against
Lyman (16-12), a young team with
the potential for giving Parker a
battle.

“They have a lot of juniors and
eighth graders, and they play a
mix of each on the floor,” Chris-
tensen said. “They have a good

hitter in the middle, but we're
hoping our aggressive serving will
take them out of their game. We
hope to be aggressive and take it
to them.”

Parker has finished fifth,
fourth and third the past three
years, but have resisted the urge
to look ahead to a battle of un-
beatens with second-seeded
Warner (31-0) in the champi-
onship.

“We really haven't talked
about it,” Christensen said. “We're
thinking about Lyman first. We'd
have Arlington or Andes Central if
we beat Lyman. Arlington we beat
for the first time this year at the
Chester Classic.

“We know it’s a great matchup
on paper. We just want to build on
each match.”

The Parker-Lyman matchup
begins the opening day of the
tournament, a noon start. Andes
Central (29-3) and Arlington (30-5)
face off at 1:45 p.m. The evening
session includes Herried-Selby
Area (28-2) against James Valley
Christian (21-6) at 6 p.m., fol-
lowed by Warner against Timber
Lake (24-7).

The tournament runs through
Saturday in Mitchell.

You can follow James D. Cim-
burek on Twitter at
twitter.com/aceman904

Yankton
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“Basketball has always been
my main love; the one I have the
most fun doing.”

Fitzgerald: Ultimate Deci-
sion

It wasn't until about a month
ago that Fitzgerald made up her
mind on Nebraska-Kearney.

“They gave me a very nice
package,” she said. “It was too
good to give up. It was basically a
win-win for me.”

One of the many colleges
Fitzgerald and her parents, Jim
and Sheila, visited, Kearney —
specifically it’s nationally-recog-
nized Health & Sports Center —
ultimately won out over a hand-
ful of others.

Fitzgerald said Mount Marty
College, for example, offered her
a chance to play both basketball
and volleyball, but said she pre-
ferred to “move a little further
away from home.”

“I’know there was a lot of
thought put into it,” Yankton
girls’ basketball coach Doug
Pesicka said. “To have to make a
decision between volleyball and
basketball, and even track,
speaks volumes to the kind of
athlete she is.”

Fitzgerald, a 6-foot forward,
averaged 8 points and 4.9 re-
bounds per game last season for
the Gazelles. Her exposure to col-
lege coaches, however, depended
almost entirely on her two sum-
mers of AAU basketball with the
South Dakota Stars.

That was ultimately where she
got the chance to play for college
coaches, and in the end, what led
to her putting Nebraska-Kearney
on her final list.

“Ifell in love with the campus
and their sports facility right
away,” Fitzgerald said. “Everyone
was so welcoming and so nice to

us. [ felt like [ was in a family,
even though it was four hours
from home.”

A first-year member of the
Mid-America Intercollegiate Ath-
letic Association (MIAA), Ne-
braska-Kearney — a one-time
Division Il powerhouse — is try-
ing to rebuild under head coach
Kevin Chaney. The Lopers were
819 last season.

As to where Fitzgerald fits in
that system, Pesicka said only
knows that his senior has the
chance to become a versatile in-
side-outside threat.

“She has a chance to be really
good in college,” he said. “To be
six foot tall with that kind of ath-
leticism, you just don't find six-
footers walking around
everywhere.

“You can’t coach height and
athletic ability; it’s inside you
naturally.”

Also inside Fitzgerald? A love
for basketball and an excitement
to be able to have her college de-
cision finalized.

“They kept saying that basket-
ball is the main sport out there,
where they make a lot of their
money,” Fitzgerald said. “They
switched conferences, but
they're building back up.

“I'm just glad to be part of
that.”

Hora: Finally Official

There was significantly less
drama on Signing Day for Hora.
She had verbally committed to
SDSU back in mid-April, a full
four months before her senior
year even began.

Still, it’s always exciting to of-
ficially sign her National Letter of
Intent, said Yankton volleyball
coach Leasa Woodward.

“This is a great honor for her,”
Woodward said. “To be able to fi-
nally sign is a big day, and we
love seeing it and being here with
her.”

Hora, a 5-foot-10 middle hitter,
led Class AA this past season in
kills per set (5.0) and ranked sec-
ond in total kills (269). Already a
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two-time first team All-State se-
lection, Hora will likely earn her
third consecutive honor in three
weeks.

Even with that skill set, she
had to learn new traits and a
change to middle hitter as a sen-
ior, Hora said.

“Right now I feel like I've
learned a lot with coach Wood-
ward, but I always want to learn
more,” she said. “I feel like I'm at
the point where I should be after
my senior year of volleyball, but
you never know.”

Where she will fit in with the
Jackrabbits is the next question.
SDSU will graduate six seniors,
including four key players at the
net — led by Parkston native
Kelli Fiegen.

“All T know is it’ll be very fun
to watch,” Woodward said of
Hora’s potential. “My suspicion is
that coach (Phil) McDaniel will
move her back to the outside,
but she’s got the skills to play all
around.

“We're all just anxious to see
her continue to get better.”

Though basketball season is
quickly approaching, Hora is not
done with volleyball. She said
she plans to try out for the
Kairos Elite Volleyball Club out of
Sioux Falls (the same club former
Sioux Falls Lincoln standout and
University of lowa freshman Erin
Radke played for).

Though it will be tough to jug-
gle basketball practice with vol-
leyball practices, Hora said she is
committed to improving herself
— even if volleyball is her focus.

“Volleyball is my passion; it’s
where my heart is,” Hora said.
“I'll have to still work 20 times as
hard to get to their (SDSU) level
and prove | can play with them,
but I'll never have to worry about
getting tired of it.”

You can follow Jeremy Hoeck
on Twitter at twitter.com/jhoeck
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