PAGE 14

BY KIMBERLY DOZIER
AND NEDRA PICKLER
Associated Press

WASHINGTON (AP) — Testify-
ing out of sight, ex-CIA Director
David Petraeus told Congress Fri-
day that classified intelligence
showed the deadly raid on the
U.S. Consulate in Libya was a ter-
rorist attack but the administra-
tion withheld the suspected role
of al-Qaida affiliates to avoid tip-
ping them off.

The recently resigned spy
chief explained that references to
terrorist groups suspected of
carrying out the violence were
removed from the public expla-
nation of what caused the attack
so as not to alert them that U.S.
intelligence was on their trail, ac-
cording to lawmakers who at-
tended Petraeus’ private
briefings.

He also said it initially was un-
clear whether the militants had
infiltrated a demonstration to
cover their attack.

The retired four-star general
addressed the House and Senate
intelligence committees in back-
to-back, closed-door hearings as
questions persist over what the
Obama administration knew in
the immediate aftermath of the
Sept. 11 attacks and why its pub-
lic description did not match in-
telligence agencies’ assessments.

After the hearings, lawmakers
who questioned Petraeus said he
testified that the CIA’s draft talk-
ing points in response to the as-
sault on the diplomatic post in
Benghazi that killed four Ameri-
cans referred to it as a terrorist
attack. Petraeus said that refer-
ence was removed from the final
version, although he wasn'’t sure
which federal agency deleted it.

Adding to the explanation, a

senior U.S. official familiar with
the drafting of the points said
later that a reason the references
to al-Qaida were deleted was that
the information came from classi-
fied sources and the links were,
and still are, tenuous. The admin-
istration also did not want to
prejudice a criminal investigation
in its early stages, that official
said, speaking on condition of
anonymity because the official
was not authorized to discuss
the process publicly.

Democrats said Petraeus
made it clear the change was not
done for political reasons during
President Barack Obama'’s re-
election campaign.

“The general was adamant
there was no politicization of the
process, no White House interfer-
ence or political agenda,” said
Rep. Adam Schiff, D-Calif. “He
completely debunked that idea.”

But Republicans remain criti-
cal of the administration’s han-
dling of the case. Sen. Marco
Rubio, R-Fla., said Petraeus’ testi-
mony showed that “clearly the
security measures were inade-
quate despite an overwhelming
and growing amount of informa-
tion that showed the area in
Benghazi was dangerous, partic-
ularly on the night of Sept. 11.”

In fact, Petraeus told lawmak-
ers that protesters literally
walked in and set fire to the facil-
ity, according to a congressional
official who attended the brief-
ing. U.S. Ambassador Chris
Stevens died from smoke inhala-
tion. Petraeus said security at
the CIA annex was much better,
but the attackers had armaments
to get in.

Separately on Friday, the
Democratic leader in the Senate
rejected a request from John Mc-
Cain and two other senators for a

Watergate-style congressional
committee to investigate the
Benghazi attack. In a letter to Mc-
Cain, Sen. Harry Reid said sev-
eral committees in the House
and Senate are already investi-
gating and he would not allow
the Senate to be used as a “venue
for baseless partisan attacks.”
Republican House Speaker John
Boehner also said this week that
a special committee was not nec-
essary.

Petraeus, who had a long and
distinguished military career,
was giving his first Capitol Hill
testimony since resigning last
week in disgrace over an extra-
marital affair with his biographer,
Paula Broadwell. Lawmakers said
he did not discuss that scandal
except to express regret about
the circumstances of his depar-
ture and say that Benghazi had
nothing to do with his decision
to resign.

He was brought to a secure
room beneath the Capitol, avoid-
ing crowds of photographers and
television cameras.

Petraeus testified that the CIA
draft written in response to the
raid referred to militant groups
Ansar al-Shariah and al-Qaida in
the Islamic Maghreb but that
those names were replaced with
the word “extremist” in the final
draft, according to a congres-
sional staff member. The staffer
said Petraeus testified that he al-
lowed other agencies to alter the
talking points as they saw fit
without asking for final review, to
get them out quickly.

The congressional officials
weren’t authorized to discuss the
hearing publicly and described
Petraeus’ testimony to The Asso-
ciated Press on condition of
anonymity.

Sen. Mark Udall, D-Colo., said

Petraeus explained that the CIA’s
draft points were sent to other
intelligence agencies and to
some federal agencies for review.
Udall said Petraeus told them the
final document was put in front
of all the senior agency leaders,
including him, and everyone
signed off on it.

“The assessment that was
publicly shared in unclassified
talking points went through a
process of editing,” Udall said.
“The extremist description was
put in because in an unclassified
document you want to be careful
who you identify as being in-
volved.”

Rep. Peter King, R-N.Y,, said it
remained unclear how the final
talking points developed. The ed-
ited version was used by U.N.
Ambassador Susan Rice five days
after the attack when the White
House sent her out for a series of
television interviews. Republi-
cans have criticized Rice for say-
ing it appeared the attack was
sparked by a spontaneous
protest over an anti-Muslim
video.

“The fact is, the reference to
al-Qaida was taken out some-
where along the line by someone
outside the intelligence commu-
nity,” King said. “We need to find
out who did it and why.”

King said Petraeus had
briefed the House committee on
Sept. 14, and he did not recall Pe-
traeus being so positive at that
time that it was a terrorist attack.
“He thought all along that he
made it clear there was terrorist
involvement,” King said. “That
was not my recollection.”

After two hours with Pe-
traeus, the Democratic chairman
of the Senate’s intelligence com-
mittee and the panel’s top Re-
publican sparred over Rice’s
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televised comments.

Chairman Dianne Feinstein of
California said Rice relied on “un-
classified talking points at a very
early stage. ... [ don'’t think she
should have been pilloried for
this.”

Feinstein recalled the faulty
intelligence of the George W.
Bush administration, used to jus-
tify the invasion of Iraq in con-
cluding that country had
weapons of mass destruction.

“Alot of people were killed
based on bad intelligence,” she
said. Feinstein added that mis-
takes were made in the initial in-
telligence on Benghazi, but she
said, “I don’t think that’s fair
game” to blame Rice — who has
been mentioned as a possible
nominee for secretary of state.
“To say she is unqualified to be
secretary of state [ think is a mis-
take.”

Top committee Republican
Sen. Saxby Chambliss of Georgia
said Rice had gone beyond the
talking points.

“She even mentioned that
under the leadership of Barack
Obama we had decimated al-
Qaida. She knew at that point in
time that al-Qaida was responsi-
ble in part or in whole for the
death of Ambassador Stevens,”
Chambliss said.

Schiff, the California congress-
man, said Petraeus had said
Rice’s comments in the televi-
sion interviews “reflected the
best intelligence at the time that
could be released publicly.”

“There was an interagency
process to draft it, not a political
process,” Schiff said. “They came
up with the best assessment
without compromising classified
information or source or meth-
ods. So changes were made to
protect classified information.”

Sen. Kent Conrad, D-N.D., said
it’s clear that Rice “used the un-
classified talking points that the
entire intelligence community
signed off on, so she did com-
pletely the appropriate thing.”
He said the changes made to the
draft account for the discrepan-
cies with some of the reports
that were made public showing
that the intelligence community
knew it was a terrorist attack all
along.

Lawmakers spent hours
Thursday interviewing top intelli-
gence and national security offi-
cials, trying to determine what
intelligence agencies knew be-
fore, during and after the attack.
They were shown a video to illus-
trate the chronology of the at-
tack, which edited together
security video from the con-
sulate and surveillance footage
taken by an unarmed CIA Preda-
tor drone, and even local Libyan
cellphone footage taken from
YouTube showing Stevens being
carried out by people who
looked like they were trying to
rescue him.

A US. official who viewed it
said the video shows clearly
there was no demonstration
prior to the attack, and then,
suddenly armed men started
streaming into the mission. The
official spoke on condition of
anonymity because the official
was not authorized to discuss
the investigation publicly.

Associated Press writers
Adam Goldman, Larry Margasak,
Donna Cassata, Henry C. Jackson
and Andrew Miga contributed to
this report.
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He said work is only just be-
ginning because of a comprehen-
sive assessment that has taken
place since the flood ended.

During much of the summer
in 2011, the dam sustained re-
leases of 160,000 cubic feet per
second (cfs), more than doubling
the previous record of 70,000 cfs.
To evaluate the effects of the
high flows, numerous tests have
been completed, such as an as-
sessment this summer using
ground-penetrating radar.

“It’s just taken time. It’s not a

simple assessment to know
what’s going on under the con-
crete and so forth,” Becker said.
“In addition to the flood, the fa-
cilities have 55 years of wear and
tear on them, so I think a real
thorough assessment makes a lot
of sense.”

He added that those assess-
ments will continue as the sched-
uled repairs are made.

“At the upper end of the spill-
way, they are going to drill some
holes and install some monitor-
ing instruments below the spill-
way slab to measure the
pressures beneath so they can
really see exactly what’s happen-
ing,” he said.

Becker said both the assess-
ments and the repairs will be

aided by the Corps’ plans to
lower releases at Gavins Point
Dam to an average of 12,000 cfs
from December through the end
of February. The reduction is the
first of several drought conserva-
tion measures planned by the
Corps.

“The water will be lower in
the spillway and it will make it
easier for the contractors to ac-
cess,” Becker said. “And the
upper end of the spillway will
dry out, so they should be able
to get in there and work in the
dry conditions.”

Complicating the matter of
lowering the releases is the re-
quest of officials in Missouri ear-
lier this week to keep the higher
flows present. Leaders in the
state and the barge industry are

More Cool Stuff.

Same Low Price!

Per Month
FOR1ZMONTHS

You Save *3948"

(Qver 12 months. Regular price $113.90/mo.)

BASIC CABLE & MiDCONET XSTREAM® WIDEBAND 1.0

and tablets

Wideband 1.0

e New! TV Everywhere and your wideband
connection let you watch some of your favorite
programming from HBO GO® MAX GO® and
ESPN3 on your PC and select mobile devices

e Up to 30 Mbps downloads, up to 5 Mbps
uploads & connectivity for up to 100 devices

o ESPN3 through MidcoNet Xstream®

¢ Free Installation and No Contract

1.800.888.1300
Click midcocomm.com

Or visit one of our Customer Service Centers.
Find a location near you at midcocomm.com.

e (Qver 75 standard channels and more than
50 in HD, On Demand, HD On Demand,
local sports on Midco Sports Network®
channel and a FREE HD receiver

e Your choice of ANY Premium Movie

MAKE A GREAT BUNDLE BETTER!

Upgrade to more wideband performance
with speeds up to 100 Mbps

Upgrade to a DVR for $8/mo. for 12 months

Add a Digital Phone line, just $9.95/mo. for 12 months

This limited time offer is

A

to new and qualifying

LLC ©2011 SHOWTIME Networks, Inc. All Rights Reserved. SHOWTIME, THE MOVIE CHANNEL, FLIX and related marks are
trademarks of Showtime Networks, Inc., a CBS Company. Expiration 12/15/12.

s adding data, video and/or phone service(s) only. Offer
and services not available in all areas and some restrictions apply. Number of available channels may vary by area. Taxes
and fees not included. Promotional pricing applies to first full month of service after installation. An HDTV, HD Receiver
and HD cabling is required to view HD programming. Customer is responsible for modem purchase or lease required for
MidcoNet Xstream® Wideband Service. Modem lease price is $3/month for standard modem or $5/month for wireless.
Docsis 3.0 modem is required in order to connect multiple devices up to 100. Actual Internet speeds may vary depending
on your computer’s capacity, the amount of devices accessing the Internet at once and web traffic. Speeds may also be
impacted by third party equipment (such as your computer or router). Free installation (reg. $35) is included. Custom Bundling
installation may vary by services selected. Telephone service is subject to Terms and Conditions as outlined on our website
at midcocomm.com. *Each premium package (HBO, Cinemax, Starz/Encore, Showtime/The Movie Channel) are valued at
$16.00 per package/month. The promotional offer is valued at $48 ($16 for 1 premium/month x 3 months). After expiration,
the premium package selected will be billed at a retail rate. HBO®, Cinemax® and related channels and service marks are the
property of Home Box Office, Inc. STARZ® and related channels and service marks are the property of Starz Entertainment,

Package FREE for 3 Months! HBO® and
Cinemax® include HBO GO® and MAX GO®

HB® HBOGO® = prxied
starz éncore {JWIME %2

Midcontinent

COMMUNICATIONS

ASK US

ABOUT THE
SATISFACTION
GUARANTEE,

NO
LONG-TERM
SERVICE
CONTRACTS

EVER!

concerned that the planned re-
leases could reduce the amount
of water flowing to the Missis-
sippi River enough to halt barge
traffic, stopping the transporta-
tion of millions of tons of essen-
tial goods.

While the Corps has an-
nounced it will continue with its
plan to lower the releases to
12,000 cfs despite those con-
cerns, Becker said the repairs to
Gavins Point could be slowed
should the Corps reverse its de-
cision.

“It’s much easier to do that
work when it is dry rather than
wet,” he said. “Higher flows

would make it more difficult to
do the spillway repairs, but we
haven'’t heard that that’s going to
happen.”

Although the Corps has fo-
cused on making a thorough as-
sessment of flood-related
damage to this point, Becker
noted that other repairs have
been performed as well.

For the past month, workers
have been rebuilding the rock
bank on the north shore of the
river where 12 feet of riverbed
was lost in the flood. By the time
the work is done in February,
40,000 tons of rock will be in-
stalled in the riprap bank, Becker
said.
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The Corps also repaired a
boat ramp at the end of the
Training Dike this spring, he said.

Becker stressed that, despite
the necessary repairs being
done, the dam remains fully func-
tional.

“We’re not constrained by the
condition of our facilities,” he
said. “This is just a really good
chance to get them in top condi-
tion for the needs of the future.”

You can follow Derek Bartos
on Twitter at twitter.com/d_bar-
tos
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