
BY RANDY DOCKENDORF
randy.dockendorf@yankton.net

Yankton businesses Steiner’s
Locker Sevice and Eisenbraun & Asso-
ciates don’t expect special recognition
for supporting their military employ-
ees.

Even so, their backing has earned
them honors from the Employer Sup-
port for the Guard and Reserve (ESGR)
program.

ESGR volunteer Judy Stratman pre-
sented the awards to the employers,
who were both stunned.

“They just say it’s the right thing to

do,” Stratman said of the recipients.
But doing “the right thing” provides

a huge morale boost, said Stratman, a
WNAX radio personality.

For military personnel, training and
missions bring concerns on the home
front as well as on the battlefront, she
said. Those worries are greatly re-
lieved by employers who provide time
for military duty and guarantee a job
will await the returning personnel.

Zach Auch, a South Dakota National
Guard (SDNG) member, nominated his
employer, Eisenbraun & Associates.
Dan Eisenbraun and Brett Kennedy
were presented with the award.

Auch, a surveyor and crew chief as-
sistant, has worked for the firm for
about three years. He has served with
the SDNG for 1 1/2 years and is cur-
rently assigned to the 153rd Engineer
Battalion in Huron.

“With my job, I travel a lot and will
be gone two or three weeks at a time,”
he said. “They (company officials)
make sure I have whatever weekend
that I need off (for monthly drills) or
any extra days for military purposes.
They work with me on that.”

The Yankton engineering firm has
gone beyond providing time off for
monthly drills or annual training. Auch

joined the SDNG after he started em-
ployment with the firm, and the com-
pany allowed him the 10 weeks for
basic training and 18 weeks for ad-
vanced individual training (AIT).

“When I left for basic training, it
was mid-October and so busy (at the
firm). But they allowed me a couple of
weeks off before I left to take care of all
my family issues and anything else,”
Auch said. “And they said I would get
back my job (when I returned from mil-
itary duty), that it was waiting for me.

BY RANDY DOCKENDORF
randy.dockendorf@yankton.net

Months of drought should have minimal impact
on the price of this year’s Thanksgiving Day dinner,
according to an agriculture organization.

The retail cost for turkey, stuffing, cranberries,
pumpkin pie and all the basic trimmings increased
less than 1 percent this year, according to the Ameri-
can Farm Bureau Federation (AFBF).

AFBF’s 27th annual informal price survey covers
classic items found on the Thanksgiving Day dinner
table. This year’s average cost for a meal for 10 is
$49.48, a 28-cent price increase from last year’s aver-
age of $49.20.

“At just under $5 per person, the cost of this
year’s meal remains a bargain,” said AFBF President
Bob Stallman.

The big ticket item — a 16-pound turkey — cost
$22.23 this year. The price comes to about $1.39 per
pound — an 4-cent increase per pound, or 66 cents
for the whole turkey — compared to 2011. The whole
bird was the biggest contributor to the final total,
showing the largest price increase compared to last
year.

The AFBF survey shopping list includes turkey,
bread stuffing, sweet potatoes, rolls with butter,
peas, cranberries, a relish tray of carrots and celery,
pumpkin pie with whipped cream, and beverages of
coffee and milk, all in quantities sufficient to serve a
family of 10. There is also plenty for leftovers.

For local shoppers, turkey supplies are not a con-
cern, and the bird still remains the Thanksgiving
meat of choice, said Tonya Graff, store director for
Hy-Vee in Yankton.

“Turkey as a commodity is up in price. The
higher cost has to do with a lot of things that are fed
the turkey, like corn and pellets,” she said. “There is
also the drought and factors such as fuel prices and
transporting the food. And whenever fuel is up, the
cost of plastic is up. Wrapping turkey in plastic
comes with a cost.”

Graff noted the overall market basket will remain
a bargain this Thanksgiving.

“Even with the higher prices, turkey is still a very
affordable meat. And Thanksgiving still remains a
very affordable meal,” she said. “Turkey prices aren’t
as volatile as beef, pork and chicken. But even with
beef, there are still some great buys.”

At Hy-Vee, about 80 to 85 percent of turkey sales
are frozen birds, Graff said.

She has noticed a shift in buying trends in recent
years.

“During the last four or five years, families get
smaller turkeys. A large turkey for a family of four is
a fairly large bird to prepare,” she said. “And some
people do prime rib, pork loin or seafood. We even

have some families in town who have told us they do
fresh pizzas on the grill.”

Shoppers are also using more fresh produce than
in past years, Graff said. However, costs may deter-
mine the choice of apple or pumpkin pie.

“Apples are expensive, but that has more to do
with the freeze they had last spring. Next year, they
may have a bumper crop; it’s one of those cycles. It’s
all very seasonal,” she said. “On the other hand, one
of the all-American foods is pumpkin pie. People
think this is just the one time of year they can have
pumpkin, but it’s available 365 days a year. There are
plenty of pumpkins. We had a shortage two or three
years ago, where you couldn’t get pumpkins, but
that’s not the case this year.”

The relatively stable Thanksgiving dinner cost
might surprise many people in a drought year for the
Great Plains. However, other parts of the nation have
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Drought Won’t Hit Holiday
Dinner Prices Too Hard

EYES FORWARD
This Mount Marty flutist looks up at band
director Dean Rettedal during the MMC’s
annual fall band concert, held Sunday
night at Marian Auditorium in Yankton.
Sunday’s program included selections
ranging from the musical “Oliver!” to
“Earhart: Sounds of Courage,” which de-
picted the final journey of aviatrix Amelia
Earhart. Also featured was Jeremy Hegg’s
“Custer’s Band,” a composition that was
specially commissioned by Mount Marty’s
Gregorian Club in 2004 To see or purchase
images from this event, visit spotted.yank-
ton.net. (Kelly Hertz/P&D)

Local Businesses Honored For Supporting Military

KELLY HERTZ/P&D

A showcase filled with turkeys awaits Thanksgiving
shoppers at the Hy-Vee store in Yankton. Customers
appear ready to “gobble” up the supply, as the bird
remains affordable even with a price increase, said
store director Tonya Graff. The overall cost of the
Thanksgiving meal should go up an estimated 1 per-
cent, according to the American Farm Bureau
Federation.
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BY ANNE FLAHERTY
Associated Press

WASHINGTON  — Lawmakers said Sunday
they want to know who had a hand in creating
the Obama administration’s now-discredited
“talking points” about the Sept. 11 attack on
the U.S. Consulate in Benghazi, Libya, and why
a final draft omitted the CIA’s early conclusion
that terrorists were involved. 

The answers could explain why President
Barack Obama and top aides, including U.N.
Ambassador Susan Rice, described the attack
for days afterward as a protest against an anti-
Islam video that spontaneously turned violent
and why they  played down any potential link
to al-Qaida, despite evidence to the contrary.  

Administration officials have defended the
portrayal of the attack as relying on the best
information available at the time that didn’t
compromise classified intelligence. Democrats
say CIA and other intelligence officials signed
off on the final talking points. 

Republicans have alleged a Watergate-like
cover up, accusing White House aides of hid-
ing the terrorism link in the run-up to the Nov.
6 presidential election so voters wouldn’t
question Obama’s claim that al-Qaida’s power
had diminished. 

“I know the narrative was wrong and the in-
telligence was right. ... We’re going to get to
the bottom of how that happened,” said Rep.
Mike Rogers, R-Mich., chairman of the House
Intelligence Committee.

Sen. Dianne Feinstein, who heads the Sen-
ate Intelligence Committee, said she too has
lingering concerns about how the talking
points were created when it was clear early on
that the military-style assault wasn’t a simple
protest gone awry. 

She said Congress has asked the adminis-
tration to provide an explanation.

“We gave the direction yesterday that this
whole process is going to be checked out,”
said Feinstein, D-Calif. “We’re going to find out
who made changes in the original statement.
Until, we do I really think it’s unwarranted to
make accusations.”

The inquiry comes on the heels of closed
testimony to the committees last week by for-
mer CIA Director David Petraeus. According to
lawmakers who attended the meetings, Pe-
traeus said the reference to al-Qaida was re-
moved from the final version of talking points,
although he wasn’t sure which federal agency
deleted it.  

YANKTON RECYCLING THIS WEEK:

SOUTH
OF 15TH STREET

BY GRANT SCHULTE
Associated Press

LINCOLN, Neb. — Iowa and Ne-
braska are turning down different
paths to comply with the federal
health care overhaul, which re-
flects the broader struggle many
Republican governors face now
that they must submit to a law
they feverishly oppose.

Iowa Gov. Terry Branstad said
Friday that his administration will
continue to work on a state-based
exchange, but he left open the pos-

sibility of defaulting to a federal ex-
change or some combination of
the two. In Nebraska, Gov. Dave
Heineman declared the state-based
exchange too expensive and told
the federal government to build
one for his state.

Heineman and Branstad both
insist that they’re making a good-
faith effort to follow the law, de-
spite a frustrating lack of guidance
from the federal government. But
Democrats in both states who
closely follow health care say the
governors haven’t done nearly as

much as they could have to pre-
pare, betting instead that Mitt
Romney would win the presidency
and make good on his promise to
repeal the law.

This week, the governors had
to choose: Launch a state-run
health insurance exchange —
billed as the best way to maintain
local control — or toss it back to
the federal government?

At least 17 states and the District
of Columbia have committed to cre-
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Yankton firms Eisenbraun & Associates and
Steiner’s Locker Service have received awards
for Employer Support of the Guard and Reserve
(ESGR). At Eisenbraun & Associates, National
Guard member and employee Zach Auch (cen-
ter) presents the award to Brett Kennedy (left)
and Dan Eisenbraun (right).

Congress To
Investigate
Benghazi
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Yankton Student Council Collects Shoes for Regional Organizations 
 
BY  
OLIVIA 
CHRISTOPHER     

  The Yankton High School 
Student Council has been taking 
steps to help others. 
  Through the week of Novem-
ber 5-9, Yankton High School 
Student Council held a shoe 
drive for YHS.  
  The drive was suggested by 
University of South Dakota 
Graduate students Jeb List and 
Tyler Miller.  
   Jeb List, a 2006 Yankton grad-
uate, contacted principal Dr. 
Kindle who agreed to hold the 
shoe drive. 
  
tion, because Jeb was a Yankton 

of student council, Becky Tasa.  
   Student council asked students 
to bring in gently worn shoes 
with minor damage.  
   The shoes are hung from the 
square balcony at the center of 
the school.     
   Seniors, juniors, sophomores 
and freshmen were assigned 
individual sides of the balcony.  
   
the shoe drive and made it a competition to encourage more stu-

Greeneway. 
   The proceeds will go to the Cheyenne River Youth Project 
(CRYP) in Eagle Butte as well as Helping Hands for Haiti 
(HH4H) based in Sioux Falls. 
   Cheyenne River Youth Project is a program that provides youth 
and family services in the Cheyenne Reservation and community 
services for the fourth poorest county in the US.  
   The shoes are needed for children and families, especially during 
the cold winter months which are quickly approaching.  
   Helping Hands for Haiti is a non-profit organization that serves 
the people of Haiti through community development and provides 

 
   The organization allows 800 children to attend school through-
out five different villages. Shoes are needed for families and chil-
dren as well. 

   At the end of the week, all shoes were collected and handed over 
to List and Miller.  
   The shoes will be washed and given new laces if needed, then 
donated to the specified organizations.  
    The donated shoes had accumulated quickly throughout the col-
lection week at Yankton High School.  
   
as the shoes piled during the week.  
    At the end of five days, the incredible number of shoes hanging 
from the balcony created an impressive sight.  
   

 
   The final count for donated shoes is two pairs from freshmen, 
101 from sophomores, 87 from juniors, and 127 pairs from the 
senior class.  
   Over 300 pairs of shoes were donated in all with the remaining 
pairs donated by staff and other sources.  

 

BY

 

BY  
ASHLEY  
EILERS 

   How would you like to have 
your Halloween trick-or-
treating plans swept away by a 
tropical storm?  
   Hurricane Sandy was one of 
the most outrageous storms to 
hit the east coast in years. 
Sandy produced unrelenting 
hurricane force winds up to 80 
mph, with dangerous flood 
conditions and tides that 
reached up to 13 feet high.   
   More than 8.2 million people 
spread along the East coast 
were left without electricity, 
and no means of communica-
tion.  
   The cancellation of more than 
15,000 flights around the world 
led to some chaotic and hostile 
situations. 
   One of the most unusual 
things about this tropical storm 
was that it collided with some 
arctic air. This collision created 
a widespread storm that nearly 
reached a span of 1,000 miles. 
The cold air created a danger-
ous storm that dumped up to 
two feet of snow in southern 
Virginia, West Virginia and 
western Maryland.  
   
gest threat involved nuclear 
power plants on the coast. Hur-
ricane Sandy impacted quite a 
few nuclear plants, a major one 
being Oyster Creek in New 
Jersey, which is located 70 
miles south of New York City. 
This storm surge nearly wiped 
out the cooling systems which 
are critical to the prevention of 
the explosion of power plants.  
   The aftermath of Hurricane 
Sandy included the deaths of at 
least 56 people in the U.S. and 
another 67 in the Caribbean.     

   The cost of this menace of a 
storm is estimated to reach 
about 60 billion dollars.  
   As of Nov. 2, 2012, more 
than 4 million people were still 
without power. Crews from all 
over the United States were 
sent to restore electricity.  
   Fuel shortages led to lines at 
gas stations, where people 
waited for two hours to buy gas 
to keep their generators going.  
   Small portions of New York 
and New Jersey have embarked 
on the cleanup by restoring 
some transportation services.   
   Many people headed back to 
their houses to see what kind of 
damage was done. Houses were 
knocked off foundations, boar-
walks had collapsed, and pier 
amusement rides could now be 
classified as water park rides.   
   The sad news is as of Satur-
day, Nov. 10, 2012; nearly two 
weeks after Hurricane Sandy, 
power continues to be a much-
needed resource that is still 
slow to come. People are pro-
testing to show their frustration 
outside one of the main power 
plants.  
   New York Governor, Andrew 
Cuomo, is calling for an inves-
tigation of the utility companies 
saying, "I believe the utilities 
have to do a better job of being 
prepared and have to be in a 
better position to respond. You 
can't have this kind of delay in 
getting people basic services. 
So I'm not happy with any of 
the utilities." (NECN.com) 
   This just goes to show that 
tragedy can strike anywhere at 
any time, and communities and 
businesses need to be ready to 
help each other get back to 
some sort of normalcy. A good 
question to ponder is what 
would you do if you were in a 
similar situation? Would you 
be ready? 

 

YYankton High School Volleyball Team Completes Season 

PHOTO BY DALTON MILLER 
 

Kate Schaa and Tyler Rauscher are shown donating shoes to the Yankton High School Student Coun-
cil shoe drive for Cheyenne River Youth Project and Helping Hands for Haiti organizations.  
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Turkey Prices Are Up, But
Thanksgiving Meal Still
Considered A Bargain
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