
BY IBRAHIM BARZAK
AND JOSEF FEDERMAN
Associated Press

GAZA CITY, Gaza Strip (AP) —
An Israeli missile ripped through a
two-story home in a residential
area of Gaza City on Sunday, killing
at least 11 civilians, including four
young children and an 81-year-old
woman, in the single deadliest at-
tack of Israel’s offensive against Is-
lamic militants.

The bloodshed was likely to
raise pressure on Israel to end the
fighting, even as it pledged to in-
tensify the offensive by striking the
homes of wanted militants. High
numbers of civilian casualties in an
offensive four years ago led to
fierce criticism and condemnation
of Israel.

In all, 73 Palestinians, including
37 civilians, have been killed in the
five-day onslaught. Three Israeli
civilians have also died from Pales-
tinian rocket fire.

President Barack Obama said
he was in touch with players
across the region in hopes of halt-
ing the fighting, while also warning
of the risks of Israel expanding its
air assault into a ground war.

“We’re going to have to see
what kind of progress we can make
in the next 24, 36, 48 hours,”
Obama said during a visit in Thai-
land.

On the ground, there were no
signs of any letup in the fighting as
Israel announced it was widening
the offensive to target the military
commanders of the ruling Hamas
group.

The Israeli military carried out
dozens of airstrikes throughout the
day, and naval forces bombarded
targets along Gaza’s Mediterranean
coast. Many of the attacks focused
on homes where militant leaders
or weapons were believed to be
hidden. 

Palestinian militants continued
to barrage Israel with rockets, fir-
ing more than 100 on Sunday, and
setting off air raid sirens across the
southern part of the country. Some
40 rockets were intercepted by Is-
rael’s U.S.-financed “Iron Dome”
rocket-defense system, including
two that targeted the metropolis of
Tel Aviv. At least 10 Israelis were
wounded by shrapnel.

Israel’s decision to step up its
attacks in Gaza marked a new and
risky phase of the operation, given
the likelihood of civilian casualties
in the densely populated territory
of 1.6 million Palestinians. Israel
launched the offensive Wednesday
in what it said was an effort to end
months of intensifying rocket fire
from the Hamas-ruled Gaza Strip.

In the day’s deadliest violence,
the Israeli navy fired at a home
where it said a top wanted militant
was hiding. The missile struck the
home of the Daloo family in Gaza
City, reducing the structure to rub-
ble.

Frantic rescuers, bolstered by
bulldozers, pulled the limp bodies
of children from the ruins of the
house, including a toddler and a 5-
year-old, as survivors and by-
standers screamed in grief. Later,
the bodies of the children were
laid out in the morgue of Gaza
City’s Shifa Hospital.

Among the 11 dead were four
small children and five women, in-
cluding an 81-year-old, Gaza health
official Ashraf al-Kidra said.

More than a dozen homes of
Hamas commanders or families
linked to Hamas were struck on

Sunday. Though most were empty
— their inhabitants having fled to
shelter — at least three had fami-
lies in them. Al-Kidra said 20 of 27
people killed Sunday were civil-
ians, mostly women and children.

Sami Abu Zuhri, a Hamas
spokesman, said that “the Israeli
people will pay the price” for the
killing of civilians. 

Israel sought to place the blame
on militants, saying they were in-
tentionally operating in places in-
habited by civilians. The military
has released videos and images of
what it says are militants firing
rockets from mosques, schools
and public buildings.

“Hamas is using the Gaza popu-
lation as human shields,” said Brig.
Gen. Yoav Mordechai, the chief Is-
raeli spokesman. “They are exploit-
ing crowded residential urban
areas.”

He acknowledged, however,
that it was not clear whether the
militant targeted in Sunday’s at-
tack was killed, despite earlier
claims of success. “I still don’t
know what became of him,”
Mordechai told Channel 10 TV.

The prospect of mounting civil-
ian casualties could quickly
change the momentum of Israel’s
operation. Israel launched the of-
fensive on Wednesday with a light-
ning airstrike that killed Hamas’
military chief. Since then, it has
carried out a blistering campaign
of more than 1,200 airstrikes, tar-
geting suspected rocket storage
and launching sites. 

Israel also struck two high-rise
buildings housing media outlets,
damaging the top-floor offices of
the Hamas TV station, Al Aqsa, and
a Lebanese-based broadcaster, Al
Quds TV, seen as sympathetic to
the Islamists. Six Palestinian jour-
nalists were wounded, including
one who lost a leg, the Gaza press
association said.

Foreign broadcasters, including
British, German and Italian TV out-
lets, also had offices in the build-
ings.

Lt. Col. Avital Leibovich, an Is-
raeli military spokeswoman, said
the strikes targeted Hamas com-
munications equipment on the
rooftops. She accused the group of
using journalists for cover.

Israeli officials expressed readi-
ness to take the offensive even fur-
ther with a ground invasion of
Gaza. Israel has mobilized thou-
sands of forces and columns of ar-
mored vehicles along the border

ahead of a possible incursion.
“The Israeli military is prepared

to significantly expand the opera-
tion,” Israeli Prime Minister Ben-
jamin Netanyahu declared at the
start of the weekly Cabinet meet-
ing.

The threats come at an impor-
tant crossroads — with a fateful
choice between further escalation
or agreeing to a cease-fire with
Hamas. Israel and the West con-
sider Hamas, which seized control
of Gaza in 2007, to be a terrorist
group.

Obama and British Foreign Sec-
retary William Hague cautioned
against a potential Israeli ground
invasion of Gaza. 

Obama blamed Palestinian mili-
tants for starting the round of
fighting by raining rockets onto Is-
rael and said the U.S. supported Is-
rael’s right to protect itself. “Israel
has every right to expect that it
does not have missiles fired into
its territory,” Obama said. 

Hague also said Hamas “bears
principal responsibility” for initiat-
ing the violence, but made clear
the diplomatic risks of an Israeli
escalation. “A ground invasion is
much more difficult for the interna-
tional community to sympathize
with or support,” he said.

A ground operation would
carry grave risks, given the likeli-
hood of heavy casualties on both
sides. The Israeli offensive into
Gaza four years ago left hundreds
of civilians dead, drawing fierce in-
ternational condemnation and war
crimes accusations.

Israel says its intelligence and
technology have been perfected
since then to minimize civilian ca-
sualties. But Gaza’s crowded urban
landscape makes it all but impossi-
ble to avoid them altogether, as
Sunday’s attack in Gaza City illus-
trated.

“In this case, you can’t avoid
collateral damage if they position
the rockets in densely populated
areas, in mosques, school yards,”
said Israeli Vice Premier Moshe
Yaalon. “We shouldn’t be blamed
for the outcome.”

Avihai Mandelblit, a recently re-
tired chief advocate general in the
Israeli military, said that from a
legal perspective, “there’s no im-
munity to anyone if you put
weapons inside of civilian infra-
structure.”

But he acknowledged the sight
of dead civilians could create a
public relations debacle for Israel.
“As more civilians will get hurt, the
legitimacy clock is going to click
faster to end this operation,” he
said. 

Obama said he had been in
touch with Netanyahu as well as
the leaders of Egypt and Turkey as
international attempts to broker a
cease-fire continued. Egypt, which
often serves as a mediator be-
tween Israel and Hamas, has taken
a leading role in the efforts.

Israeli TV stations said an Is-
raeli envoy traveled to Cairo on
Sunday, and was returning to Israel
with details of cease-fire proposals.
Channel 2 TV, citing American
diplomats, said Netanyahu’s per-
sonal envoy, Yitzhak Molcho,
would be headed to Washington in
the coming days.

Hamas officials said their
supreme leader, Khaled Meshaal,
also held talks with Egyptian Presi-
dent Mohammed Morsi, and that
Turkish Foreign Minister Ahmet
Davutoglu was to visit Gaza on
Tuesday. 

Israel and Gaza’s militant
Hamas rulers remain far apart on
any terms for a halt to the blood-
shed.

Hamas is linking a truce deal to
a complete lifting of the border
blockade on Gaza imposed since
Islamists seized the territory by
force. Hamas also seeks Israeli
guarantees to halt targeted killings
of its leaders and military com-
manders. Israeli officials reject
such demands. 

They say they are not inter-
ested in a “time-out,” and want
firm guarantees that militant
rocket fire into Israel will end. Past
cease-fires have been short lived.
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FBI’s Pursuit Set Off By Security Concerns

WASHINGTON (AP) — The way the FBI responded to Jill Kelley’s
complaint about receiving harassing emails, which ultimately un-
raveled or scarred the careers of ex-CIA Director David Petraeus
and Marine Gen. John Allen, is the exception, not the rule.

The FBI commonly declines to pursue cyberstalking cases with-
out compelling evidence of serious or imminent harm to an individ-
ual, victims of online harassment, advocacy groups and computer
crime experts told The Associated Press.

But in the sensational episode that uncovered the spy chief’s
adulterous affair, the FBI’s cyberdivision devoted months of tedious
investigative work to uncover who had sent insulting and anony-
mous messages about Kelley, the Florida socialite who was friendly
with Petraeus and Allen — and friends with a veteran FBI countert-
errorism agent in Tampa.

The bureau probably would have ignored Kelley’s complaint had
it not been for information in the emails that indicated the sender
was aware of the travel schedules of Petraeus and Allen, the top
U.S. commander in Afghanistan. Instead, the FBI considered this
from the earliest stages to be an exceptional case, and one so sensi-
tive that FBI Director Robert Mueller and Attorney General Eric
Holder were kept notified of its progress.

How the FBI’s investigation unfolded — especially its decision
not to alert the White House, the director of national intelligence or
Congress about its discovery of Petraeus’s sexual affair until Elec-
tion Day — is under scrutiny, especially because there is no indica-
tion so far that any criminal charges will be filed.

Obama Defends Myanmar Visit
BANGKOK (AP) — On the eve of his landmark trip to Myanmar,

President Barack Obama tried to assure critics that his visit was
not a premature reward for a long-isolated nation still easing its
way toward democracy.

“This is not an endorsement of the government,” Obama said
Sunday in Thailand as he opened a three-country dash through
Asia. “This is an acknowledgement that there is a process under
way inside that country that even a year and a half, two years ago,
nobody foresaw.”

Obama was set to become the first U.S. president to visit Myan-
mar with Air Force One scheduled to touch down in Yangon on
Monday morning. Though Obama planned to spend just six hours
in the country, the much-anticipated stop came as the result of a re-
markable turnaround in the countries’ relationship.

The president’s Asia tour also marks his formal return to the
world stage after months mired in a bruising re-election campaign.
For his first postelection trip, he tellingly settled on Asia, a region
he has deemed the region as crucial to U.S. prosperity and security.

Aides say Asia will factor heavily in Obama’s second term as the
U.S. seeks to expand its influence in an attempt to counter China.

La. Gov. Jindal’s Has Strong Advice For GOP
WASHINGTON (AP) — Louisiana Gov. Bobby Jindal says the Re-

publican Party needs to go back to basics to attract the broad
coalition of voters credited with putting President Barack Obama
back in the White House.

Kindergarten basics.
“If we want people to like us, we have to like them first,” Jindal

said on Fox News Sunday.
Former Commerce Secretary Carlos Gutierrez has a more nuts-

and-bolts approach to bringing in some of the largest and fastest
growing groups of Americans: He’s forming a super PAC to support
Republican candidates who back comprehensive immigration re-
form, including legalizing the status of an estimated 11 million im-
migrants in the U.S. without authorization.

The 2012 elections drove home trends that have been embed-
ded for years in the fine print of birth and death rates, immigration
statistics and census charts. Nonwhites made up 28 percent of the
electorate this year, compared with 20 percent in 2000, with Hispan-
ics comprising much of that growth. Obama captured a command-
ing 80 percent of the growing ranks of nonwhite voters in 2012, just
as he did in 2008. Republican Mitt Romney won 59 percent of non-
Hispanic whites, and although he dominated among white men —
outperforming 2008 nominee John McCain among that group — he
couldn’t win.

Politicians, Lobbyists Hope To Avoid Fiscal Cliff
WASHINGTON (AP) — It’s entirely possible that lawmakers and

the White House will reach a deal that staves off an avalanche of
tax increases and deep cuts in government programs before a Jan.
1 deadline. To do so, however, they’ll have to resolve deep political
and fiscal disagreements that have stymied them time after time
despite repeated promises to overcome them.

For many economists, corporate leaders and politicians, it’s un-
conscionable to let the government veer over the “fiscal cliff,”
which could drain $500 billion from the still-struggling economy
next year. But even President Barack Obama says it could happen.

“Obviously we can all imagine a scenario where we go off the fis-
cal cliff,” the president said last week. The likeliest cause, he sug-
gested, would be “too much stubbornness in Congress,” especially
on the issue of taxes.

Many Republicans in Congress counter that it’s Obama who is
too unyielding.

Co. Looks For Worker After Oil Rig Fire In Gulf 
NEW ORLEANS (AP) — As crews search for a worker still miss-

ing after an oil platform explosion and fire, doctors say one of four
men burned in the blaze is improving and is now in fair condition.

Doctors say two remain in critical condition and one in serious
condition.

The company that owned the platform that caught fire in the
Gulf of Mexico on Friday pledges to keep searching for a second
worker still missing. Another worker’s body was found Saturday
near the platform.

Baton Rouge General Medical Center said in a news release Sun-
day that 50-year-old Wilberto Ilagan of the Philippines, told Dr. Jef-
frey Littleton that he wanted his family and country to know he’s
doing well. 

Israel Strike Kills 11 In Gaza
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Boys look at the fifth Iron Dome anti-missile battery, deployed near Tel
Aviv, Israel, on Saturday, November 17, 2012, after rocket barrages were
launched at the city amid Operation Pillar of Defense. The IDF said the
battery has higher interception abilities than the previous four systems
already in use, and includes improved radar other upgrades. 


