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BROADCAST STATIONS

 PBS
 KUSD ^ 8 ^

Curious 
George

Arthur Å 
(DVS)

WordGirl 
Å (DVS)

Wild 
Kratts Å

Martha 
Speaks

Nightly 
Business 
Report

PBS NewsHour (N) (In 
Stereo) Å

Washing-
ton Week

Charlie 
Rose

McLaugh-
lin Group

Market to 
Market Å

Great Performances “Stephen Sondheim’s Company With 
the New York Philharmonic” A concert production of “Com-
pany.” (N) (In Stereo) Å

Dakota 
Life

Tavis Smi-
ley (N) Å

America’s 
Heartlnd

Great Performances 
(In Stereo) Å

 KTIV $ 4 $ Queen Latifah Ellen DeGeneres News 4 News News 4 Ent Dateline NBC Å Grimm (N) Å Dracula (N) Å News 4 Jay Leno Jimmy Fallon Daly News 4 Extra (N)

 NBC
 KDLT % 5 %

The Doctors (In Ste-
reo) Å

Judge 
Judy (N) 
Å

Judge 
Judy Å

KDLT 
News 
(N) Å

NBC 
Nightly 
News (N)

KDLT 
News 
(N) Å

The Big 
Bang 
Theory

Dateline NBC (In 
Stereo) Å

Grimm An old feud 
is resurrected. (N) (In 
Stereo) Å

Dracula Grayson earns 
a powerful enemy. 
(N) Å

KDLT 
News 
(N) Å

The Tonight Show 
With Jay Leno (N) (In 
Stereo) Å

Late Night With 
Jimmy Fallon (In 
Stereo) Å

Last Call 
With Car-
son Daly

(Off Air)

 KCAU ) 6 ) Dr. Phil Å The Dr. Oz Show News ABC News Inside Last Man Neigh Shark Tank (N) 20/20 (N) Å News Jimmy Kimmel Live Nightline Hair! Inside Got FamFeud

 CBS
 KELO + 3 +

Dr. Phil (In Stereo) Å The Dr. Oz Show (In 
Stereo) Å

News CBS 
Evening 
News

News Entertain-
ment 
Tonight

Undercover Boss 
“Family Dollar” (N) (In 
Stereo) Å

Hawaii Five-0 The 
team watches Mary’s 
baby. (N)

Blue Bloods A Wall 
Street executive is 
murdered. (N) Å

News Late Show With David 
Letterman (N) (In 
Stereo) Å

The Late Late Show 
With Craig Ferguson 
(N) Å

News omg! 
Insider 
(N) Å

Weather 
NOW

 ABC
 KSFY ` 7 `

Jeopardy! 
(N) Å

Inside 
Edition 
(N) Å

The Ellen DeGeneres 
Show Rob Lowe; Paris 
Hilton.

KSFY 
News at 5 
in HD

ABC 
World 
News

KSFY 
News at 6 
in HD

Wheel of 
Fortune 
(N) Å

Last Man 
Standing 
(N) Å

The 
Neighbors 
(N)

Shark Tank Helping 
men with marriage 
proposals. (N) Å

20/20 (N) (In Ste-
reo) Å

KSFY 
News at 
10 in HD

Jimmy Kimmel Live 
(In Stereo) Å

Nightline 
(N) Å

Armando 
Monte-
longo

Extra 
(N) Å

Paid Pro-
gram

Armando 
Monte-
longo

 KMEG . 13 & The Doctors Å Jdg Judy Jdg Judy News CBS Jeopardy Wheel Undercover Boss Hawaii Five-0 (N) Blue Bloods (N) News Letterman Ferguson Flipping Paid Flipping

 FOX
 KTTW 5 9 _

The Test (In Stereo) Å Bethenny (N) (In 
Stereo) Å

Steve Harvey (In 
Stereo) Å

The 
Middle Å

Billy Gra-
ham

MasterChef (Season 
Finale) The winner is 
chosen. (N)

Sleepy Hollow Abbie 
turns to Henry Parrish 
for help.

Modern 
Family Å

Modern 
Family Å

The Arsenio Hall 
Show (In Stereo) Å

Dish Na-
tion Å

How I 
Met Your 
Mother

How I 
Met Your 
Mother

Friends Å Friends Å TMZ (N) Å

 KLKN   The Dr. Oz Show Dr. Phil Å News ABC News Ent Last Man Neigh Shark Tank (N) 20/20 (N) Å News Jimmy Kimmel Live Nightline Katie Å Outd’r Carpet
 KOLN   Ellen DeGeneres First Jeopardy 10/11 CBS News Wheel Undercover Boss Hawaii Five-0 (N) Blue Bloods (N) News Letterman Ferguson Paid Inside Hitch.
 KPTH   Steve Harvey Å Middle Middle Big Bang Big Bang Mod Fam Mod Fam MasterChef Sleepy Hollow News Two Men Arsenio Hall Two Men Mother 30 Rock Coaches Office Office
 KSCB  97 S Ade Bill Win Love- Gary Z. Levitt Creflo D. Jewish J. Hagee Parsley Joni Marcus and Joni V’Impe Jewish Nashville Cope Life To J. Meyer Sound The EVO Global Marcus 
 KSIN  99 , Martha Arthur WordGirl Wild Curious PBS NewsHour (N) Inside Wash Iowa Pr’s Market Great Performances (N) (In Stereo) Å Death in Paradise (Off Air)
 KXNE   ( Peg Cat in Curious Arthur WordGirl Wild PBS NewsHour (N) Quest Emery Wash Charlie Great Performances (N) (In Stereo) Å Keep Up (Off Air)

PAY CHANNELS

 HBO  17 (401)
“Red Eye” ›› “Dark Shadows” (2012) Johnny Depp, 

Michelle Pfeiffer. (In Stereo) Å
2 Days: 
Mikey

››› “War of the Worlds” (2005) Tom Cruise, 
Dakota Fanning. (In Stereo) Å

Boardwalk Empire (In 
Stereo) Å

Real Time With Bill 
Maher (N) Å

Real Time With Bill 
Maher Å

East-
bound

Hello 
Ladies

›› “Wanderlust” (2012) Paul 
Rudd. (In Stereo) Å

“Cruel”

 HBO2 “Harry Potter” ›› “The Ring Two” (2005) (In Stereo) › “This Means War” (2012) 2 Days ›› “Promised Land” (2012) 2 Days Boardwalk Empire “The Man With the Iron Fists” Real Time, Bill Dragon

 MAX   (420)
››› “The Five-Year Engage-
ment” (2012) (In Stereo)

››› “The Thin Red Line” (1998, War) Sean Penn. Based on James 
Jones’ novel about the battle of Guadalcanal. Å

› “Vehicle 19” (2013) Paul Walker. 
Premiere. (In Stereo)

Strike Back: Origins 
(N) Å

Strike Back: Ori-
gins Å

Girl’s 
Guide

“Criminal Desires” (2013) Erika 
Jordan. (In Stereo) Å

› “Showgirls” (1995) 
(In Stereo)

 MAX2 “Snow White” “Alvin-Chipwrecked” ››› “Primal Fear” (1996) Richard Gere. Å Strike: Origins “Grosse Pointe Blank” (1997) “For a Good Time, Call...” Sex Lingerie Feature 7
 SHOW  18 (435) Jay Z › “The Cold Light of Day” ››› “Mean Girls” (2004) (In Stereo) Masters of Sex Time of Death (N) ››› “Jarhead” (2005, War) Homeland Å Inside the NFL 60 Minutes Sports
 SHOW2 ››› “A Better Life” (2011) ››› “Sling Blade” (1996) Billy Bob Thornton. “Other Shore: Diana Nyad” “Nat’l Lamp. Dirty Movie” Dana Gould: Wrong ››› “Our Idiot Brother” ›› “Brüno” (2009) Å
 TMC Uptown ›› “Passion Play” (2010) ›› “Sylvia” (2003) Gwyneth Paltrow. ››› “Intolerable Cruelty” “I Don’t Know How” ›› “Uptown Girls” (2003) “Concrete Blondes” (2012) Diora Baird. Passn 

CABLE STATIONS
 A&E  57 I The First 48 Å The First 48 Å Storage Storage Storage Storage Storage Storage Storage Storage Storage Storage Storage Storage Storage Storage Storage Storage Storage Storage
 AMC  41 V Above ›› “Out for Justice” (1991, Action) ››› “Under Siege” (1992) Steven Seagal. ›› “Hard to Kill” (1990) Kelly LeBrock The Walking Dead › “Friday the 13th” (2009, Horror) › “Jason X” Å
 ANPL  19 K Rattlesnake Gator Boys Å Tanked: Unfiltered To Be Announced Tanked: Unfiltered Tanked (In Stereo) Tanked (N) Tanked (In Stereo) Tanked (In Stereo) Tanked: Unfiltered To Be Announced
 BRAVO  25 W Real Housewives Vanderpump Rules Shahs of Sunset Housewives/Atl. Styled to Rock (N) The Real Housewives of Beverly Hills ››› “My Best Friend’s Wedding” Styled to Rock “My Best Friend’s”
 CMTV  38 Ω Extreme Makeover Reba Reba Reba Reba Reba Reba ››› “Clear and Present Danger” (1994) Harrison Ford. Å Cops Cops Cops Cops Cops Cops Fat Cops
 CNBC  53 T Closing Bell Fast Mny Options Mad Money (N) The Kudlow Report Amer. Greed Car Car American Greed Mad Money Car Car American Greed Paid Cook 
 CNN  33 Q Jake Tapper The Situation Room (N) Crossfire E. B. OutFront Anderson Cooper Piers Morgan Live Crossfire Unguard Anthony Bourd. Anderson Cooper Crossfire Unguard Anthony Bourd.
 COM  45 ≠ Sunny Commun Futurama Futurama South Pk Tosh.0 Colbert Daily Futurama Futurama Tosh.0 Tosh.0 Key Key Tosh.0 South Pk South Pk The Comedy Central Roast Katt Williams Live
 CSPAN  49 1 Key Capitol Hill Hearings Speeches. Key Capitol Hill Hearings Speeches. Key Capitol Hill Hearings Speeches. Key Capitol Hill Hearings Speeches. Key Capitol Hill Hearings Speeches. Capitol Hill
 DISC  34 L Gold Rush Å Gold Rush The Hoffman crew relocates. Gold Rush Å Gold Rush - The Gold Rush (N) Å Last Frontier Gold Rush Å Last Frontier Gold Rush - The Gold Rush Å
 DISN  64 D Jessie Austin Austin Austin Good Jessie Dog Wander Dog Dog Dog Dog Liv-Mad. Austin Good ANT ANT Jessie Dog Shake It Good Genius
 DISXD  65 (103) Kickin’ It Lab Rats ›› “Minutemen” (2008) Jason Dolley. Just Kid Japanizi Kickin’ It Kickin’ It Crash Crash Ninja Slug Zeke Zeke Lab Rats Lab Rats Lab Rats Mighty Mighty Mighty
 E!TV  51 Æ ››› “Juno” The Voice “Best of the Blinds” Å E! News (N) Kardashian Fashion Police (N) Hello Soup Chelsea E! News Chelsea Fashion Police Chelsea Hello
 ENC   (480) Maverick ›› “Mr. Jones” (1993) Richard Gere. ››› “The Princess Bride” ›› “A Knight’s Tale” (2001) Å ››› “Maverick” (1994) Mel Gibson. Å ›› “John Carter” (2012) Taylor Kitsch. Princess
 ESPN  28 8 NFL Live (N) Å Around Pardon SportsCenter (N) (Live) Å College Basketball Georgetown vs. Oregon. (N) (Live) SportsCenter (N) (Live) Å SportsCenter (N) SportsCenter (N) SportsCenter (N)
 ESPN2  29 9 ATP Tennis Football ESPN FC Kickoff College Basketball College Football Teams TBA. (N) (Live) Å Olbermann (N) Olbermann Å NBA Soccer
 EWTN  74 ± Truth Cross Donut Church Faith Cap Daily Mass Å Life on the Rock Campus Rosary Crossing Evange Parables Women Daily Mass Å Life on the Rock Faith Campus
 FAM  62 H Reba Reba Middle Middle Middle Middle › “Zookeeper” (2011) Kevin James. ›› “Along Came Polly” (2004) The 700 Club Å Prince Prince Prince Prince Paid Paid
 FS1  63 < NASCAR Drive! FOX Football Daily College Basketball Setup NASCAR Racing FOX Sports Live (N) Å FOX Football Daily FOX Sports Live (N) FOX Sports Live
 FX  23 X ›› “Surrogates” Mother Mother Two Men Two Men ›› “The A-Team” (2010, Action) Liam Neeson, Bradley Cooper. ›› “Rush Hour 2” (2001) Jackie Chan. ›› “Rush Hour 2” (2001) Jackie Chan. 15 Min
 FXNWS  50 P Neil Cavuto The Five (N) Special Report Greta Van Susteren The O’Reilly Factor The Kelly File (N) Hannity (N) The O’Reilly Factor The Kelly File Hannity Greta Van Susteren
 FOXSP  35 ; UEFA Highlights College Basketball Words Wolves NBA Basketball: Mavericks at Timberwolves Wolves Jerry Kill Vikings World Poker Tour NBA Basketball Jerry Kill
 GOLF  55 (310) Central PGA Tour Golf McGladrey Classic, Second Round. European PGA Tour Golf Turkish Open, Second Round. From Antalya, Turkey. Central PGA Tour Golf McGladrey Classic, Second Round.
 HALL  22 A “Night Before Night Before Christmas” “The Most Wonderful Time of the Year” “Pete’s Christmas” (2013) Bruce Dern. › “Eve’s Christmas” (2004) Å ›› “Once Upon a Christmas” (2000) “Twice-C’mas”
 HGTV  54 B House Hunters House Hunters Hunt Intl Hunt Intl Hunt Intl Hunt Intl Fixer Upper Å Flip or Flip or Hunters Hunt Intl Hunt Intl Hunt Intl Flip or Flip or Hunters Hunt Intl Hunt Intl Hunt Intl
 HIST  46 O Modern Marvels Modern Marvels Modern Marvels American Pickers American Pickers American Pickers American Pickers American Pickers American Pickers American Pickers American Pickers
 KAUN  15 6 Movin’ On Naked City Tarzan Cis. Kid Hopalong McCoys Hillbillies Ozzie Highway to Heaven The Saint Route 66 Da Vinci’s Inquest Cold Case Files Cold Squad Å
 KWSD  12 . Dragnet Adam-12 Emergency! Rifleman Rifleman M*A*S*H M*A*S*H ›› “Return to Mayberry” (1986) Å V. Dyke V. Dyke Zone Perry Mason Å The Untouchables Gallery Hitchcock Hour
 LIFE  58 = Charmed Å Wife Swap Å “On Strike for Christmas” (2010) Å “Christmas Crash” (2008, Drama) Å ››› “A Christmas Proposal” (2008) “Christmas Crash” (2008, Drama) Å “Christmas Prop”
 MSNBC  66 R Martin Bashir (N) The Ed Show (N) PoliticsNation (N) Hardball Matthews All In With Chris Rachel Maddow Alec Baldwin Lockup Lockup Lockup Lockup
 NICK  32 E Parents Sponge. Sponge. Sponge. Sponge. Sponge. Sanjay Sanjay Sanjay Korra Full H’se Full H’se Full H’se Full H’se Friends Friends Chris Chris George George Lopez George
 RFDTV   (131) BootDad. Country RFD-TV Live Farmwk. Gilley’s Sturr Porter Family Reunion JoeyRory Reporter Profess. Rodeo Penny G TruCoun Paid Paid Paid American BootDad. Paid
 SOAP   (120) Beverly Hills, 90210 Veronica Mars Veronica Mars General Hospital Days of our Lives General Hospital Days of our Lives General Hospital Days of our Lives All My Children All My Children
 SPIKE  30 ¨ Cops Jail Å Cops Cops Cops Cops Cops Cops Cops Cops Bellator MMA Live (N) (In Stereo) Cops Cops Cops Cops Jail Å Jail Å Jail Å Jail Å
 STARZ “Ghost Rider: Spirit” ›› “The Vow” (2012) (In Stereo) Å ›› “The Transporter” Å › “Pawn Shop Chronicles” (2013) Å “Ghost Rider: Spirit” › “That’s My Boy” (2012) (In Stereo) Stranger
 SYFY  44 N “Reign-Gargoyle” ›› “Godzilla” (1998) Matthew Broderick, Jean Reno. Å WWE Friday Night SmackDown! (N) Haven “William” (N) Being Human Å Haven “William” ›› “Godzilla” (1998) Jean Reno Å
 TBS  36 Y Friends Friends King King Seinfeld Seinfeld Seinfeld Fam Guy › “Mr. Deeds” (2002) Adam Sandler. ›› “50 First Dates” (2004) (DVS) Office Office Office Office “National Lamp.”
 TCM  76 U ››› “Patterns” (1956) Van Heflin. ›› “The Power and the Prize” (1956) ››› “The Awful Truth” ››› “My Favorite Wife” (1940) Å ››› “Love Crazy” (1941) ››› “Mr. and Mrs. Smith” (1941) Å
 TLC  43 M Say Yes Say Yes Say Yes Say Yes Say Yes Say Yes Say Yes Say Yes Say Yes Say Yes Say Yes Say Yes Secret Princes (N) Say Yes Say Yes Secret Princes Say Yes Say Yes Say Yes Say Yes
 TNT  37 [ Castle Å (DVS) Castle Å (DVS) Castle Å (DVS) Castle Å ›› “The Longest Yard” (2005) Adam Sandler. ›› “Invincible” (2006) Mark Wahlberg. ››› “Spider-Man” (2002) Tobey Maguire. Å
 TOON  42 F Total MAD Movie Uncle Adven Teen MAD King/Hill Cleve American American Fam Guy Fam Guy Chicken Aqua Eagle American American Fam Guy
 TRAV  24 J Bizarre Foods Food Food Bizarre Foods Food Food Ghost Adventures Ghost Adventures The Dead Files (N) The Dead Files Ghost Adventures The Dead Files The Dead Files
 TRUTV  52 Ø Wipeout Å Wipeout Å World’s Dumbest... World’s Dumbest... World’s Dumbest... World’s Dumbest... Top 20 Funniest World’s Dumbest... World’s Dumbest... World’s Dumbest... Top 20 Funniest
 TVFN  56 ? Trisha’s Trisha’s Trisha’s Trisha’s Guy’s Games Diners Diners Diners Diners Diners Diners Diners Diners My. Din My. Din Diners Diners Diners Diners My. Din My. Din
 TVLND  47 G Bonanza Bonanza Griffith Griffith Griffith Griffith Griffith Griffith Raymond Raymond Friends Friends 30 Rock 30 Rock 30 Rock Å 30 Rock 30 Rock King King
 UNI   μ El Gordo y la Flaca Primer Impacto (N) Casa Notic. Corazón Indomable Porque el Am. La Tempestad (N) Mentir Para Vivir Impacto Noticiero Familia-Suerte Contigo, Ni sin Ti Con Casa
 USA  31 Z Law & Order: SVU Law & Order: SVU Law & Order: SVU Law & Order: SVU Mod Fam Mod Fam Mod Fam Mod Fam Mod Fam Mod Fam Mod Fam Mod Fam Law & Order: SVU Law & Order: SVU Law & Order: SVU
 VH1  39 º Feuds 40 Greatest Feuds Chrissy Love & Hip Hop Love & Hip Hop ›› “Liar Liar” (1997) Jim Carrey. Best Chrissy Chrissy Best ››› “Interview With the Vampire” (1994) Tom Cruise.
 WE   > My Fair Wedding Will Will Will Will Kendra Kendra Kendra on Top The Lylas The Lylas Kendra Kendra Kendra on Top The Lylas David- Top Ten
 WGN  16 2 Law Order: CI Law Order: CI Funny Videos Funny Videos Mother Mother Mother Mother WGN News at Nine Mother Rules Rules Parks Parks 30 Rock 30 Rock Sunny
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BY RENE RODRIGUEZ
© 2013, The Miami Herald

MIAMI — At the start of “12 Years a
Slave,” a nonfiction account of his experi-
ences as a slave published in 1853,
Solomon Northup expressed pleasure at
the burgeoning number of books, newspa-
per articles and other writings that had
started to sprout alongside his own
memoir.

“Since my return to liberty, I have not
failed to perceive the increasing interest
throughout the Northern States, in regard
to the subject of Slavery,” Northup wrote.
“Works of fiction, professing to portray its
features in their more pleasing as well as
more repugnant aspects, have been circu-
lated to an extent unprecedented, and, as I
understand, have created a fruitful topic of
comment and discussion.”

But 160 years later, movies remain re-
luctant to confront the subject. Aside from
the seminal 1977 TV miniseries “Roots,”
slavery has been relegated to background
and subplots in the vast majority of filmed
entertainments set during the early years
of American history. “Amistad” took the
true story of a savage mutiny aboard a ship
transporting African slaves to America and
turned it into a courtroom drama in which
famous white actors argued about the defi-
nition of freedom. In most Civil War-era
movies, black actors are either supporting
players, doomed soldiers or victims wait-
ing to be rescued. Quentin Tarantino’s
“Django Unchained,” which spared no de-
tail in its depiction of the brutality of slav-
ery, kept its main protagonist on the
sidelines for almost half the movie.

And even when the great Gordon Parks
(”Shaft”) adapted Northup’s book for an
episode of PBS’ “American Playhouse” in
1984, the memoir was condensed into a
half hour special suitable for viewing in ele-
mentary school classrooms.

One of the most bracing things about
“12 Years a Slave” is the head-on approach
director Steve McQueen and screenwriter
John Ridley take to the material. There is
no hand-holding, no comforting, no sooth-
ing musical score to heighten the sorrow
and wring empathetic tears. The movie’s
combination of clinical brusqueness and
unexpected moments of dark, poetic
beauty is unlike anything you’ve seen be-
fore. Solomon (played by Chiwetel Ejiofor)
was a free man in Saratoga, N.Y., in 1841
with a wife and two children. He made a
comfortable living as a musician. And then,
over the course of a single night of too
much wine, he wakes up in a dark, dank
room, shackled and terrified and alone.
“You ain’t a free man,” one of his captors
tells him. “You’re a Georgia runaway.”

For the next 12 torturous years,
Solomon will be stripped of his identity
(Paul Giamatti plays a slave trader who re-
names him Platt), his dignity and, of course,
his freedom. The film recounts Solomon’s
experiences as he’s sold off like prized live-
stock to various plantation owners. None is
more vicious or cruel than Epps (Michael
Fassbender), a cotton farmer with a wife,
Mary (Sarah Paulson), whose hateful stare
reveals her sadism and disdain.

But one of the great things about “12
Years a Slave” is that the movie refuses to
paint any of its characters in broad strokes:
Rendering Epps and Mary as simply evil
would undercut the film’s tremendous
power. McQueen doesn’t want to make us
suffer, because that’s easy to shrug off and
leave behind at the theater. Instead, he
wants to make us see and feel and try to
understand.

“I had the idea of a free man who was
kidnapped and brought into slavery,” the
director says. “My wife (cultural critic
Bianca Stigter) suggested Solomon’s book.
I had never even heard of it. It was amazing
— a biography of America, a first-hand ac-
count of what was going on then. It practi-
cally read like a script. And I liked the way
the book explored slavery as an economic
system. I didn’t want to portray slavery in
black and white. It was immensely more
complicated than that. Lines were blurred.
It wasn’t as straightforward as we tend to
think about it.”

Solomon’s refusal to give up hope —
unlike some of his fellow slaves — anchors
the film in a deep humanity. “I don’t want
to survive,” he says. “I want to live.” Al-
though the audience knows Solomon will
live long enough to be freed and reunited
with his family, he believes he could be
killed at any moment for the slightest
transgression. Early in the film, when he
rises up against a farmhand (Paul Dano)
who torments him one time too many, the
moment is incredibly cathartic — finally, a
chance to fight back — but it also fills you
with dread, because you know Solomon
will be gravely punished for what he has
done.

“The slaves knew what would happen
to them if they rebelled, but sometimes
they couldn’t help themselves,” McQueen
says. “There was a huge slave revolt in
Louisiana in 1811, before Solomon got
there. They took arms against their planta-
tion owner and killed his son. Eventually,
more than 100 slaves were killed. They
were caught and tortured and decapitated.
Every head was put on a pole and placed
outside each of the slave shacks as a kind
of warning. The constant threat of fear and
reprisal was a part of their everyday lives.”

That emotional head space was some-
thing that took awhile for Ejiofor to inhabit,
because the extremity of it has no counter-
part in his everyday life.

“When I read the script, I was stunned
by it, because it told the story from inside
the character’s head,” the actor says. “It
took me a moment to get my head around
it and dive in. But as soon as I committed
to the project and stepped in front of the
camera, I started to understand Solomon
and how he thought. I felt something pro-
found. It became a privilege to go on that
journey, to get down to Louisiana and
those plantations and out in those fields
and recreate what actually happened there.
I stopped thinking about the camera at all. I
was living moment to moment, like
Solomon did. I felt like I had scurried down
this rabbit hole and was stuck in the dark-
est of fairy tales.”

Just as remarkable as Ejiofor’s perform-
ance is the portrayal by Fassbender of the

maniacal Epps, a monster far more com-
plex than anything the Grimm Brothers
ever dreamed up.

“Epps is psychotic, for sure, but there
are various elements to his sickness,” says
Fassbender, who previously worked with
McQueen on “Hunger” and “Shame.” “He’s
a plantation owner obsessed with being on
top of it all, so there isn’t a day that goes
by where the slaves are working on the
field and he isn’t watching them. On the
one day of the week when they’re off, he
can’t be without them. He goes into the
slave quarters and drags them into the
main house to play music and dance with
them. He has a dependency on them that
goes beyond economics: He has an emo-
tional connection with them, too.

“His relationship with Solomon is more
complicated. He’s threatened by Solomon,
even though he can’t put his finger on it.
He suspects Solomon is a much higher in-
tellect than him, so he tries to destroy Pat-
sey (Lupita Nyong’o), a young slave
Solomon has befriended. That is Epps’ way
of trying to get over his insecurities. But he
only ends up intensifying it.”

Fassbender credits McQueen for popu-
lating “12 Years a Slave” with characters
both big and small that are all fully realized
(Alfre Woodard appears in one scene as a
slave who has learned to work the system
to her advantage, and her performance is
so strong, she merits her own movie).

“Steve has such a good understanding
of the human condition,” Fassbender says.
“He has great hope in it and a great fear of
the reality of it. When you walk onto his
set, there’s no time for (B.S.) or hanging
out or playing games. It’s time to search for
the truth of how frail we are as human be-
ings. And he never judges any of his char-
acters, good or evil. He loved the idea that
(Solomon) could retain his sense of love
even after this incredible ordeal. When he
is reunited with his family, the first thing he
says to them is ‘Forgive me.’ That line is
crushing, because you see the dignity and
integrity of this man.”

Edmund Abaka, Ph.D, an associate pro-
fessor of history at the University of Miami,
says the release of “12 Years a Slave” may
be the instigator for a cultural conversa-
tion about a chapter in history that is still
not yet fully explored in high-school his-
tory classes, because it is too unpleasant
and ugly, and it’s too shameful to remem-
ber that this was once the face of America.

“That sentiment is still alive and well,”
Abaka says. “It happened so long ago. Now
we have a black president. Why should we
even worry about that? Let’s get over it!
But the slavery era is deeply woven into
the fabric of the African-American experi-
ence. The resilience of the people who sur-
vived and resisted and forged new
identities and cultures and music is ex-
traordinary. The violence is one side of it.
But another side is the complexity of the
individuals. Some slaves killed themselves
so they didn’t have to suffer. Some strug-
gled through it to provide for their families.
Fathers did whatever they could do to

‘12 Years A Slave’ A Searing
Exploration Of A Brutal History and attended East High School.

The two freshmen are no strangers to the stage, per-
forming with Lamb Theater in Sioux City and in other local
shows. They have acted together in the Lamb Theater pro-
duction of “Camp Rock.”

Turner said she was excited to learn MMC was perform-
ing “Bee” during her first semester on campus and that she
was cast as Olive Ostrovsky.

“This is one of my favorite musicals. I have seen it per-
formed at Morningside College (in Sioux City) during their
outdoor theater in the summer,” she said. “I cried when I
heard that we were doing it this fall at Mount Marty. I have
always wanted to be Olive in the show.”

The role of Olive represents a complex character,
Turner said.

“Olive is a shy girl who isn’t getting a lot of attention
from her parents. Her mother is on a nine-month quest in
India, and her father is angry and frustrated because her
mother is gone so long,” Turner said.

“Olive really doesn’t have friends at school, so she
spends most of her time reading from the dictionary. She
has a love for language and words and spelling. She wants
to show her father, ‘Look, I can do special things! Be part
of my life!’”

Olive remains on stage throughout the show, Turner
said. “It’s one of the biggest roles that I’ve ever had. It can
be a bit tiring,” she explained.

When it comes to his role, Danner calls himself “type-
cast.” He draws on his own personal experiences shared
with his character, Leaf Coneybear. On the other hand,
Coneybear holds his own unique story, Danner said.

“He’s different and comes from a large family. He
doesn’t have bad parents, but they don’t expect anything
but outstanding children,” Danner explained. “He wants
them to know that he’s unique and outstanding for it.”

Both Danner and Turner say the MMC production rep-
resents one of the smallest casts but one of the largest
tech crews that they have experienced. The smaller cast
and solo singing roles promote a more intimate feeling and
sense of teamwork but also more pressure on each actor,
they said.

In addition, Danner and Turner noted they have more
preparation and rehearsal time than some of their past
productions, which worked on a compressed schedule.

The MMC freshmen duo also praised Marian Audito-
rium with its large stage and its seating for an audience of
about 600. They look forward to the upcoming run of “Bee”
to kick off their college acting careers.

“I’m nervous and excited. I’m looking forward to the au-
dience reaction,” Danner said.

Turner agreed, adding she anticipates drawing off that
nervousness when she gets on stage.

“You never know how the audience will react. There is
an awareness of your audience that gives you energy,” she
said. “This is one of the most emotional plays that I’ve
been in. I’m excited for the challenge.”

———
Cast members for  Bee include Tessa Carda, Armour, as

Rona Lisa Peretti; Ryan Oye, Luverne, Minn., as Douglas
Panch ; and Nathan Porras, Crofton, Neb., as Mitch M. Ma-
honey; with “Spellers” Gage Blaschke, Sioux Falls, as Chip
Tolentino; Molly Henrickson, Yankton, as Logan
SchwartzandGrubenierre; Billy Danner, North Sioux City, as
Leaf Coneybear; Jacob Fokken, Yankton, as William Barfee;
Johanna Scheich, Mitchell, as Marcy Park; and Abby
Turner, Sioux City, as Olive Ostrovsky.

Also working with the production are Ken Tice as
music director, Jim Hovland as technical director, Dawn
Ferris as costume director, Kathryn Reimler as choreogra-
pher and Catherine Pratt as stage manager.

Tickets are on sale in the MMC Theatre box office, lo-
cated in the upper level of the Roncalli building. Tickets
can also be reserved by calling (605) 668-1234 from noon
to 5 p.m. weekdays.  

You can follow Randy Dockendorf on Twitter at twit-
ter.com/RDockendorf. Discuss this story at
www.yankton.net/. SLAVE | PAGE 12B 
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