
SIOUX FALLS (AP) — A
South Dakota advisory group
is working to develop a more
effective and efficient system
for notifying crime victims of
any change in the status of
those who have hurt them.

The 20-member task
force, created by Attorney
General Marty Jackley, has
been meeting since June to
develop an online program
to offer victims quick notifi-
cations. The panel includes
law enforcement officers,
news organizations, prosecu-
tors, victims and lawyers for
defendants.

The State Automated Vic-
tim Information and Notifica-
tion System will alert victims
of changes in an offender’s
status through phone calls,
text messages or email.

South Dakota is one of
three states that doesn’t
have an automated crime
victim notification system.
Financial barriers kept the
state from adopting such a
system in the past, but a
$790,000 budget is now in

place to get one developed
and operating by July 15,
2015, Jackley told the Argus
Leader.

Jackley said he hopes
SAVIN will benefit victims,
defendants, witnesses and
loved ones from the families

of both victims and those ac-
cused of crimes.

While the public will be
made more aware of informa-
tion about offenders, confi-
dential documents will be
limited to parties involved in
cases.
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Making Your Business Better. 

Pearle Vision of Sioux Falls was running into a problem. Their customers were having trouble 

accessing scheduling and their vision plans, due to Pearle Vision’s overworked data connection. So 

Pearle Vision’s owner, Kevin, began looking for a solution. He found it with Midcontinent Business Solutions.
TM

  We 

offer the region’s fastest business data speeds – up to 100 Mbps – with unmatched capacity, meaning 

no more waiting on connections for Kevin’s customers. And Kevin? He could really see the difference, too.

The reasons for Pearle Vision
to switch were perfectly clear. 

* May need a D3 modem to get full 100 x 15 speeds.
Limited time offer. Some restrictions apply. Contract extension required. New services added 
are free for the specified period. All services not available in all areas. To find out what services 
are available in your area, visit midcontinent.biz.

Make the easy switch to Phone, 
Data and Video from Midcontinent 
Business Solutions.

Get up to 6 months of service FREE 
with speeds up to 100* Mbps x 15* Mbps.

Business Broadband Service starts at $65 
per month for speeds up to 30 Mbps x 5 Mbps.
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Dr. Hathaway began  
seeing patients at the  
Yankton Medical Clinic, P.C.  
October 28th, 2013.  

Appointments can be made  
by calling 605-664-2742.
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Introducing 

Dr. Hathaway
Board Certified  

Urologist

Yankton Medical Clinic, P.C. is pleased to announce  
the addition of Board Certified Urologist,  
Christopher A. Hathaway, MD, PhD, to our physician staff.

Dr. Hathaway completed his undergraduate degree at Mount Marty College, 
Yankton, SD; his Doctorate degree from the University of South Dakota,  
Vermillion, SD; and his post-doctoral fellowship at the University of Iowa, Iowa 
City, IA. Dr. Hathaway graduated from the University of South Dakota School 
of Medicine, Vermillion, SD. His urology residency was completed in Augusta, 
Georgia at the Medical College of Georgia.  

Dr. Hathaway joins Dr. George Fournier, Jr. in the medical and surgical  
treatment of urologic conditions for adult and pediatric patients. He will  
provide care for concerns, conditions and diseases associated with the kidneys, 
bladder, prostate, urinary incontinence, and male sexual dysfunction. 
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S. Falls To Help With Affordable Housing
SIOUX FALLS (AP) — The city of Sioux Falls is contribut-

ing $500,000 for affordable housing projects next year.
Darrin Smith, director of community development, tells

The Argus Leader that Sioux Falls is seeing an increasing
need for affordable housing. More than 3,500 people are on
the waiting list for rental assistance, and Smith says that
prompted the city to tackle the issue of affordable housing.

The city will make available $500,000 for low-interest
loans for housing projects.

Smith says the city wants to provide a pool of money
that avoids federal rules. He says that will allow the selec-
tion of the best projects without having federal strings at-
tached.

Petitions Delivered In Insurance Measure
PIERRE (AP) — Supporters of a South Dakota ballot

measure that would prohibit insurance companies from re-
stricting their customers’ choice of out-of-network health
care providers have filed petition signatures seeking a pub-
lic vote on the measure.

KOTA-TV reports that backers of the proposal delivered
29,000 petition signatures to be checked by the secretary
of state’s office. They need 15,855 valid signatures to put
the measure on the 2014 general election ballot.

The proposed law would allow any health care provider
to take part in an insurance company’s network as long as
the provider is willing to meet the company’s terms and
conditions and operates in the company’s coverage area.

Supporters say it would allow patients to choose their
own doctors. Opponents say the measure could drive up
health care costs.

Judge Denies Separate Trials In Case
SIOUX FALLS (AP) — A South Dakota inmate accused of

aiding in an attack on a prison guard has lost his bid to
have a trial separate from another inmate charged in the
case.

Garrett Dumarce, 25, and Carlos Green, 28, are charged
with aggravated assault on a law enforcement officer.
Green is accused of attacking Zane Mathis from behind and
breaking his jaw on April 20. Dumarce is accused of signal-
ing to have Green’s cell opened before the attack. Dumarce
has said he didn’t know what Green was planning to do.

Dumarce’s lawyer, Lindsay DeMatteo, said trying the
two men together before the same jury would discourage
Green from testifying about what really happened. Green
told law enforcement officers in a videotaped interview
that Dumarce had no knowledge of his plans to attack
Mathis.

“If they’re kept together, Mr. Green cannot be required
to testify against himself,” DeMatteo said.

But if the two men are tried separately, Green could not
invoke his right against self-incrimination if called to testify
in Dumarce’s trial, she said.

However, Circuit Judge Brad Zell denied the request for
separate trials, The Argus Leader reported.

Zell said there’s no guarantee that Green would repeat
the story he told to a law enforcement officer. He also said
Green would not necessarily lose his right against self-in-
crimination in a separate trial.

In addition, an argument of innocence, noninvolvement
or minimal involvement is not enough to warrant a sepa-
rate trial, the judge said.

The trial is set to begin Nov. 30.

Nebraska

$600,000 Sought To Defend Water Litigation
BY GRANT SCHULTE
Associated Press

LINCOLN, Neb. — The Nebraska attor-
ney general’s office has spent nearly $3.1
million in its legal fight with Kansas over
the Republican River basin and is now
asking lawmakers for another $600,000,
according to documents obtained by The
Associated Press.

The budget request, which will go to
the 2014 Legislature, comes as the state
prepares for oral arguments next year be-
fore the U.S. Supreme Court. The states
are fighting over a series of water-aug-
mentation projects designed to help Ne-
braska meet its obligation to Kansas
under a water-sharing agreement.

The dispute revolves around the Re-
publican River Compact, an agreement
signed by Nebraska, Kansas and Col-
orado. The 1943 compact allocates 49
percent of the river’s water to Nebraska,
40 percent to Kansas and 11 percent to
Colorado.

Nebraska has faced lawsuits from
Kansas in recent years for allegedly over-
using its supply. Kansas is seeking more
than $72 million in damages, plus the
shutdown of 325,000 acres of groundwa-
ter irrigation in Nebraska.

David Cookson, the chief deputy
attorney general, said the state has spent
nearly $3.1 million over a seven-year pe-
riod on the legal dispute. He said the ad-
ditional funding was needed to pay for
outside technical consultants and travel
to the basin in southwest and south-cen-
tral Nebraska.

Without the funding, state attorneys
can’t adequately defend the state against
Kansas’ claim for damages or its demand
that Nebraska halt its groundwater irriga-
tion in the basin, Cookson said.

“We’re not going to shut down half of
the irrigated acres in the basin,” Cookson
said. “That’s billions, long-term, in eco-
nomic activity in the state. We’ve been
very successful, and in order to continue,
we have to fund our efforts.”

Cookson said the office has worked to
reduce costs by relying more on the
state’s in-house attorneys. In January, a
special master appointed by the U.S.
Supreme Court recommended that Ne-
braska pay $5 million in damages for its
use of the Republican River Basin — far
less than the $80 million demanded by
Kansas.

Kansas sued Nebraska over the Re-
publican River in 1998. The two states set-
tled the case five years later, with

Nebraska spending about $11 million, but
Kansas contends Nebraska violated the
terms of the agreement. Water lawsuits
among states are filed directly with the
Supreme Court, which usually appoints a
special master to review evidence and
make recommendations to the justices.

The Republican River rises in Col-
orado, crosses the northwestern tip of
Kansas into Nebraska, and then runs
through Nebraska before re-entering
Kansas in its northeastern corner. In
Kansas, it joins the Smoky Hill River to
form the Kansas River.

Nebraska lawmakers have formed a
state task force to identify water conser-
vation projects throughout the state. The
chairman, state Sen. Tom Carlson, said
lawmakers have not yet developed a list
of projects but will have one ready by De-
cember.

Sen. Mark Christensen, of Imperial,
said the lawsuit to protect water rights
was critical to basin farmers, who would
otherwise have to rely on rainfall for their
crops. Christensen, who represents basin
farmers in the region, pointed to recent
water-augmentation projects designed in
the basin to help conserve water and
keep Nebraska in compliance with the
compact. 
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