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Indoors, AstroTurf. With no rain in the forecast, it should
be a great afternoon for football. Sunny and high in the low
50s.

GAME DAY 4-5 VS

VS

1 p.m., DakotaDome (10,000)
Vermillion

Radio: 106.3 FM, 91.1 FM
TV: Midco Sports

STANDINGS

CONDITIONS

ONLINE

MATCHUPS

PREDICTION

Series: Montana leads 10-6; Last Meeting: Montana 35, South Dakota 24 (2012)
UNIVERSITY OF
SOUTH DAKOTA
COYOTES

JUSTIN RUST/WAVERLY (IOWA) NEWSPAPERS
South Dakota safety Devin Taverna (right) celebrates an interception in USDʼs
Oct. 19 double overtime win at Northern Iowa. The Coyotes host No. 10 Montana today
(Saturday) at the DakotaDome in Vermillion.

Faced with playing another top-10 team at home, the Coy-
otes were challenged with contending with Montana in a month
that already includes games with South Dakota State and North
Dakota State. The Grizzlies, though, might be the best offense
USD faces all season.

MONTANA 34, COYOTES 27

COYOTE OFFENSE VS.
UM DEFENSE

The Grizzlies haven’t exactly shut
teams down, they’ve allowed 42 and 48
points the last two weeks. The Coyotes,
meanwhile, are coming off a 34-point outburst, but are
limited in the run game due to injuries. QB Kevin Earl will
need to have a big day for the USD offense to keep pace
with the Grizzlies. Slight edge here to USD.

COYOTE DEFENSE VS.
UM OFFENSE

Montana QB Jordan Johnson, in
short, does not make mistakes. He has
thrown only one interception in 251 at-
tempts, and averages 15.8 yards per completion. The
Coyotes will have to get pressure on him to break up his
comfort zone, and on top of that will need to pressure re-
ceivers. Significant edge here to Montana.

SPECIAL TEAMS
On top of being the top receiving

threat for the Grizzlies, Ellis Henderson
also averages 13.8 yards on punt returns
and 23 yards on kick returns. Slowing him
down and forcing Montana into long fields will be a huge
key today for the Coyotes. Edge to the Grizzlies.

INTANGIBLES
Crowd noise. Montana fans travel

very well for road games and are ex-
pected to bring nearly 600 fans to the
DakotaDome today. The Coyote crowds,
meanwhile, could be served well to provide consistent
noise. Slight edge to USD.

Quick Hitters
■ Junior quarterback Austin

Sumner, already the SDSU career
leader in passing yards, needs 99
yards to reach the 7,000 mark for his
career.

■ SDSU is plus-14 in turnover
margin this season to rank in a tie for
second in the FCS, forcing nine lost
fumbles and intercepting 15 passes.

■ In league games, the
Jackrabbits are the least-penalized
team in the Missouri Valley Football
Conference, committing only 14
penalties for 141 yards in five con-
tests.

■ Junior running back Zach
Zenner enters Saturday’s game with

1,235 yards to rank fourth in the FCS
ranks. Zenner’s 1,235 yards 10th
most in a season by a Jackrabbit.

■ Despite losing four of its last
six games, SDSU remains ranked
No. 19 in the Sports Network media
poll this week.

■ The schedule has not been
an easy one as the Sycamores
opened the season with back-to-
back road games at Big Ten Confer-
ence members Indiana and Purdue
(Ind.), and ISU has played only three
home games thus far this season.

Key Matchup
SDSU Offensive Line Vs. ISU

Front Seven: Indiana State line-
backer Connor Underwood boasts a

team-high six sacks to go along with
12 tackles for loss. The Jacks have
struggled protecting Austin Sumner
this season, having allowed 33
sacks. In their last game, though, the
Jackrabbit offensive line gave up
only two sacks.

From The Coach
■ SDSU coach John

Stiegelmeier on the Sycamores:
“Their defense is very young, at least
on paper, so there’s always going to
be growing pains, I don’t care what
level you play. I respect the quarter-
back, Mike Perish, I think he’s a
good player, and he has some good
players around him.”

Date Opponent UM Opp
Aug. 31 vs. Appalachian State 30 6
Sept. 14 at North Dakota 55 17
Sept. 21 vs. Oklahoma Panhandle State 47 14
Sept. 28 at Northern Arizona 16 34
Oct. 5 vs. Portland State 55 27
Oct. 12 at UC Davis 42 7
Oct. 19 vs. Cal Poly 21 14
Oct. 26 vs. Eastern Washington 37 42
Nov. 2 at Sacramento State 51 48
Nov. 9 at South Dakota (1 p.m.)
Nov. 16 vs. Weber State (1 p.m., Central)
Nov. 23 at Montana State (1 p.m., Central)

SCHEDULE

STAT LEADERS

PROBABLE STARTERS

UNIVERSITY OF 
MONTANA
GRIZZLIES

GRIZZLIES OFFENSE
Pos No Name Ht Wt Yr
QB 10 Jordan Johnson 6-1 195 Jr.
RB 26 Jordan Canada 5-9 190 Jr.
FB 34 Jamal Wilson 5-11 238 So.
WR 6 Jamaal Jones 6-1 188 So.
WR 7 Ellis Henderson 6-0 185 So.
RT 76 Danny Kistler 6-8 315 Sr.
RG 75 William Poehls 6-8 345 Sr.
C 69 Kjelby Oiland 6-4 290 Sr.
LG 72 Trevor Poole 6-5 290 Jr.
LT 74 John Schmaing 6-7 291 So.
TE 46 Clay Pierson 6-3 239 Sr.

GRIZZLIES DEFENSE
Pos No Name Ht Wt Yr
DE 58 Zack Wagenmann 6-3 250 Jr.
DT 92 Alex Bienemann 6-2 285 Sr.
NT 95 Tonga Takai 6-2 315 Jr.
DE 91 Tyrone Holmes 6-4 245 So.
LB 2 John Kanongata’a 5-11 215 Sr.
LB 56 Brock Coyle 6-2 245 Sr.
LB 37 Jordan Tripp 6-3 237 Sr.
CB 11 Nate Harris 5-10 180 So.
CB 1 Anthony Goodwin 6-1 180 Sr.
FS 12 Matt Hermanson 6-1 198 Jr.
SS 30 Bo Tully 6-2 199 Sr.

RUSHING
Att Yds Avg Long TD

Jordan Canada 138 658 4.8 33 12
Travon Van 79 459 5.8 42 4
Joey Counts 41 207 5.0 31 1
GRIZZLIES 355 1733 4.9 54 19
Opponents 326 1248 3.8 41 8

PASSING
Com Att Yds Int TD

Jordan Johnson 145 251 2294 1 24
Shay Smithwick-Hann 3 9 29 0 2
GRIZZLIES 151 265 2385 1 27
Opponents 198 315 2297 13 17

RECEIVING
No Yds Avg Long TD

Ellis Henderson 30 690 23.0 60 12
Jamaal Jones 28 495 17.7 54 1
Cam Warren 24 313 13.0 35 2
GRIZZLIES 151 2385 15.8 70 27
Opponents 198 2297 11.6 86 17

PLACE KICKING
EPm EPa FGm FGa Long

Ben Worst 29 29 8 13 50

PUNTING
No Avg. Long In20

Stephen Shaw 33 44.7 64 8

DEFENSIVE LEADERS
Tack TFL Sack INT FR

Brock Coyle 86 7 1 2 —
Jordan Tripp 69 4.5 1.5 2 2
Matt Hermanson 67 2 1 — 1
John Kanongata’a 66 6.5 3 — —
Zack Wagenmann 41 11.5 3.5 — —
Bo Tully 40 0.5 — 3 2
GRIZZLIES 752 55 17 13 9
Opponents 695 47 11 1 7

INDIANA STATE MICHIGAN

(3-3 MVFC)

7-2
(4-2 Big Sky)

5-4
(2-3 MVFC)

1-8
(0-5 MVFC)

USD COYOTES

GAME DAY
JACKRABBITS

2 p.m., Coughlin-Alumni Stadium (15,000), Brookings • Radio: 570 AM
Series: South Dakota State leads 3-2; Last Meeting: SDSU 24, Indiana State 10 (2012)

VS

Quick Hitters
■ Nebraska has overcome dou-

ble-digit deficits to win five Big Ten
games the past two seasons.

■ CB Stanley Jean-Baptiste has
been practicing some at wide re-
ceiver this week because of injuries
at the position. Jean-Baptiste started
his Nebraska career as a receiver.

■ The Wolverines’ 19 straight
wins at Michigan Stadium is the na-
tion’s longest active home winning
streak.

■ Michigan WR Jeremy Gallon
has at least one catch in 34 straight
games. Braylon Edwards holds the
record of 38 in a row.

■ Michigan CB Blake Countess

is first in the Big Ten with four inter-
ceptions.

Key Matchup
Nebraska RB Ameer Abdullah

vs. Michigan rush defense: The
Big Ten’s leading rusher already is
over 1,000 yards and has gone for
100 in all but one game. The Wolver-
ines are 14th nationally against the
run and didn’t allow a back to top
100 yards until last week, when Je-
remy Langford  went for 120. (AP)

From The Coach
■ Nebraska coach Bo Pelini

on injuries: “ We’re going there to
win a football game regardless of

who comes off that bus healthy
enough to play. We’ve dealt with
some major injuries here for the last
couple of years.” (AP)

B1G Standings
Legends Division Conf All
Michigan State 5-0 8-1
Nebraska 3-1 6-2
Minnesota 3-2 7-2
Michigan 2-2 6-2
Iowa 2-3 5-4
Northwestern 0-5 4-5
Leaders Division Conf All
Ohio State 5-0 9-0
Wisconsin 4-1 6-2
Penn State 2-2 5-3
Indiana 1-3 3-5
Illinois 0-4 3-5
Purdue 0-4 1-7

6-2
(3-1 B1G)

6-2
(2-2 B1G)GAME DAY

HUSKERS

2:30 p.m., Michigan Stadium (109,901), Ann Arbor, Mich. • Radio: 93.1 FM • TV: ABC
Series: Michigan leads 4-3-1; Last Meeting: Nebraska 23, Michigan 9 (2012)

Date Opponent USD Opp
Aug. 31 vs. UC Davis 10 7
Sept. 7 at Kansas 14 31
Sept. 21 at Northern Arizona 16 22
Sept. 28 at Western Illinois 10 24
Oct. 5 vs. Missouri State 17 14
Oct. 12 vs. Indiana State 17 14
Oct. 19 at Northern Iowa 38 31
Oct. 26 at Illinois State 14 28
Nov. 2 vs. Youngstown State 34 38
Nov. 9 vs. Montana (1 p.m.)
Nov. 16 vs. South Dakota State (1 p.m.)
Nov. 23 at North Dakota State (2:30 p.m.)

SCHEDULE

STAT LEADERS

PROBABLE STARTERS

COYOTE OFFENSE
Pos No Name Ht Wt Yr
QB 14 Kevin Earl 6-6 215 So.
RB 21 Trevor Bouma 5-11 210 RFr.
FB 41 Drew Potter 6-3 240 Fr.
WR 6 Terrance Terry 5-9 185 Jr.
WR 84 Riley Donovan 6-1 180 Fr.
TE 15 Tyler Wilhelm 6-4 235 Sr.
LT 70 Matt Huffer 6-7 300 Jr.
LG 66 Steve Nelson 6-4 305 Sr.
C 67 Cody O’Neill 6-3 305 Sr.
RG 72 Andrew Schofield 6-5 290 Jr.
RT 65 Derek Chancellor 6-5 295 So.

COYOTE DEFENSE
Pos No Name Ht Wt Yr
DE 51 Emilious Davis 6-2 275 Sr.
DT 56 Nick Jacobs 6-4 285 So.
DE 94 Drew Iddings 6-6 260 So.
OLB 11 Tyler Starr 6-5 250 Sr.
ILB 54 Kyle Guziec 6-4 235 Jr.
ILB 1 Auston Johnson 5-11 225 Jr.
OLB 33 Keyen Lage 6-3 230 So.
CB 7 Dyllon Knox 5-9 185 Sr.
FS 9 Aaron Swift 5-8 175 Sr.
SS 2 Devin Taverna 6-2 205 Sr.
CB 22 Jarrid Bryant 6-4 195 Sr.

RUSHING
Att Yds Avg Long TD

Trevor Bouma 133 619 4.7 23 2
Jordan Roberts 97 405 4.2 25 3
Josh Vander Maten 78 281 3.6 21 3
COYOTES 361 1335 3.7 25 11
Opponents 383 1614 4.2 54 15

PASSING
Com Att Yds Int TD

Kevin Earl 107 195 1259 6 7
Josh Vander Maten 39 84 394 2 2
COYOTES 147 280 1682 2 9
Opponents 115 216 1284 10 11

RECEIVING
No Yds Avg Long TD

Terrance Terry 32 302 9.4 63 2
Trevor Bouma 22 131 6.0 18 1
Riley Donovan 21 337 16.0 48 2
COYOTES 130 1453 11.2 63 7
Opponents 93 1001 10.8 43 9

PLACE KICKING
EPm EPa FGm FGa Long

Miles Bergner 18 19 8 16 43

PUNTING
No Avg. Long In20

Miles Bergner 52 40.8 57 11

DEFENSIVE LEADERS
Tack TFL Sack INT FR

Devin Taverna 62 2 — 1 1
Keyen Lage 54 9 2 — 1
Auston Johnson 54 7.5 5 — —
Tyler Starr 53 14 8 1 —
Kyle Guziec 42 1 — 1 —
Drew Iddings 39 7 1.5 — —
COYOTES 632 66 27 10 8
Opponents 633 41 16 8 8

Conf All
North Dakota State ................................5-0 ................8-0
Youngstown State ..................................4-0 ................8-1
Illinois State ...........................................4-2 ................5-4
Missouri State ........................................4-2 ................4-6
South Dakota........................................3-3 ................4-5
Southern Illinois .....................................3-2 ................5-4
South Dakota State................................2-3 ................5-4
Western Illinois.......................................1-5 ................3-7
Northern Iowa ........................................0-5 ................4-5
Indiana State..........................................0-5 ................1-8

The Press & Dakotan’s Jeremy Hoeck will post updates
on Twitter during every South Dakota home football game.
Find it online at twitter.com/jhoeck . Complete coverage will
be available in Monday’s Press & Dakotan.

“We’ve got to get closer
on pass defense; get there
and knock it down,” he
added. “I don’t expect we’ll
intercept a lot of balls, but we
better be close enough to
knock down the intermediate
stuff.”

One of the other chal-
lenges for USD is maintaining
the fire despite being all but
eliminated from FCS post-sea-
son consideration.

“I can guarantee that no
matter who we play, we will
be one of the best teams they
play,” Buscarini confidently
said. “We may not be ranked,
but the way we match up, I’ll
take us in any fight.”

To that end, the Coyotes
have already played three
ranked this season and
played Northern Arizona to

within 22-16 and Youngstown
State to four points. And of
course, USD beat Northern
Iowa in double overtime
three weeks ago.

“We had a top ranked
team come in here last week
and we went 12 good rounds
with them, and lost a split de-
cision,” Glenn said. “We just
need to go 12 rounds again
and finish.”

In terms of finishing the
season strong, the Coyotes
certainly have a challenge
with No. 10 Montana, No. 20
South Dakota State and No. 1
North Dakota State.

“It’s another opportunity
for us,” Foster said. “It’s set
up for us to get on the map.
We’re not really there yet. 

“If we can finish the sea-
son strong, we can be confi-
dent for next year.”

You can follow Jeremy
Hoeck on Twitter at
twitter.com/jhoeck. Discuss
this story at www.yankton.net.

Montana
From Page 8

EDEN PRAIRIE, Minn. (AP)
— The Minnesota Vikings are
unsure if Christian Ponder will
be healed in time for their
next game.

Ponder dislocated his non-
throwing left shoulder trying
to dive for a touchdown at the
end of a run late in the third
quarter during Minnesota’s
victory over Washington on
Thursday night. 

Coach Leslie Frazier said
Friday that an MRI test on
Ponder’s arm showed no fur-
ther damage. His ability to
play next Sunday at Seattle
will depend on how much
strength he’s able to gain back
in the joint. Matt Cassel re-
placed Ponder against the
Redskins, but Frazier said he
hasn’t decided yet whether
Cassel or Josh Freeman would
start in case Ponder can’t play
against the Seahawks.

pretty much at any time, but
my strongest point is being
able to create,” Norris said.

And he figures to have
some weapons to use in
USD’s motion offense.
Thoseby, a 6-foot-6 sopho-
more shooter, transferred
from Utah State, while Lar-
son, a redshirt junior, arrived
via Casper (Wyo.) College.

“We all bring outside expe-
riences, having been at other
places,” Thoseby said. “We
can come in and have a new
kind of energy.”

That energy was strength-
ened last season as redshirts,
when the trio continued to
impress the coaches in prac-
tices.

“We were on the scout
team together, and we devel-
oped a bond,” Thoseby said.

“We know what the other guy
likes to do.”

What they figure to do is
run, and run a lot.

Though the Coyotes will
still use their traditional mo-
tion offense, James said he
has implemented some varia-
tions within it — “depending
on what the point guard
wants to do with that.”

Such news was welcomed
with open arms, Norris said.

“It fits me perfectly, actu-
ally,” he said. “Coach knows
my game, that I love to get up
and down. It fits our team
with our pieces.”

Those pieces are led by
Trevor Gruis (Sr., 12.3 ppg,
6.1 rpg), Karim Rowson (Sr.,
7.9 ppg, 3.9 rpg), Brandon
Bos (Jr., 11.0 ppg, 3.9 rpg),
Eric Robertson (So., 2.6 ppg),
Tyler Flack (So., 5.1 ppg, 3.9
rpg) and Casey Kasperbauer
(So., 8.8 ppg).

The Coyotes also return

Jack Foley (Jr.), while Tavian
Pomlee (Jr.) transferred in
from Iowa Western. New to
the fold are Austin Sparks,
Vlad Stoicoviciu, Rico
Thompson and Bounama
Keita.

Another one of the
changes instituted by James
was a switch to primarily a
man-to-man defense, rather
than the previously-used
matchup zone under Boots.

“Right away, we noticed in
our first few practices a lot of
defensive emphasis,” said
junior guard Brandon Bos.
“Especially on man. 

“You can just tell from the
drills and the way he’s been
coaching it, that’s a huge key
for him.”

You can follow Jeremy
Hoeck on Twitter at
twitter.com/jhoeck. Discuss
this story at www.yankton.net.

Opener
From Page 8

 Specialized Care In:
 •  Spin al disorders of the cervical, thoracic and  lum bar spine including 
 deform ity, fractures, disc disease, disc ruptures and spin al stenosis.

 •  Surgical treatm ent including m icrosurgery,  total disc replacem ent, 
 instrum entation and  fusion.

 Lew is &  Clark M edical Plaza
 2525 Fox Ru n  Parkw ay, Suite 200

 605.260.2118

Ponder’s Status
Uncertain


