
Kristen ‘Kristi’
Johnson

Mass of Christian Burial for
Kristen A. “Kristi” Johnson, 46,
of Verdigre,
Nebraska, will
be 10:30 a.m.
Friday, Novem-
ber 15, 2013, at
Holy Trinity
Catholic
Church in
Hartington,
Nebraska, with
Reverend Jeff
Loseke, Rev-
erend Kevin Vogel, and Rev-
erend Kizito Okhuoya as
Concelebrants.

Graveside Services will
then be held at 3:00 p.m. Fri-
day, at the Riverside Cemetery
in Verdigre.

Visitation will be Thursday,
from 4:00 to 8:00 p.m., at Holy
Trinity Catholic Church in
Hartington, with a 7:00 p.m.
Vigil Service.

Brockhaus Funeral Home
of Verdigre is in charge of
arrangements.

Kristi died Friday, Novem-
ber 8, 2013, at Memorial Hos-
pital North in Colorado
Springs, Colorado.

Kristen Ann “Kristi” (Hof-
fart) Johnson, beloved daugh-
ter of Gerald “Jerry” and Jean
(Riibe) Hoffart, came into this
world on June 20, 1967, at Sa-
cred Heart Hospital in Yank-
ton, South Dakota. From that
day forward, the world would
forever be changed and illumi-
nated by this vibrant, colorful,
free-spirited, loving, caring,
cheery, bubbly, devoted child
of God. Kristen was baptized
in the Catholic Faith on June
25, 1967, at Holy Trinity
Catholic Church in Hartington,
Nebraska, and would go on to
receive her first Communion
in 1975. She later was con-
firmed in the Holy Catholic
Church in 1980 in Hartington.
Kristen’s childhood was a
happy time, growing up in her
hometown of Hartington,
spending time with her sib-
lings and family, and being a
“friend to everyone” in school.
She always had fun regardless
of what she did, and at an
early age, exhibited the talents
and skills of being a profes-
sional salesperson. Kristen
had the knack for visiting with
anyone that came into her life,
and on more than one occa-
sion did a “sales pitch” to her
siblings that ended up to be a
prank. Kristen’s siblings, Jill,
Jayne, and Kent have many
fond memories of how “con-
vincing” Kristen could be.
While her first job was walking
beans and detasseling corn
near the family home, a life in
sales and marketing was af-
firmed when as a teen, Kristen
began marketing cucumbers
from the family garden to the
M.A. Gedney Pickle Company,
which had a buying station in
Hartington. Besides sales, she
was forever a cheerleader to
everyone around her, having
honed those skills and drive
to inspire others as a cheer-
leader while attending Cedar
Catholic High School. She also
played volleyball and was in-
volved in numerous clubs and
organizations at school. In
1985, Kristen graduated from
Cedar Catholic High School in
Hartington, and at the age of
18, began a lifelong relation-
ship with the Mary Kay organi-
zation, signing up to be a
Beauty Consultant. Though
she would attend college and
have several different careers
during her lifetime, Kristen
would go on to forever be re-
membered for her work with
Mary Kay. She attended
Wayne State College in Wayne,
Nebraska, and the University
of Nebraska-Lincoln, pursuing
a degree in Arts and Science.
Ever the adventurer, Kristen
ventured into several different
professions, excelling in
everything she did: telemar-
keting, sales, working as a
travel agent, and being in-
volved with the Jenny Craig
organization. She made her
home in Wayne, Sioux City,
Lincoln, Omaha, Kansas City,
and later returned to her
hometown of Hartington,
where she began pursuing a

degree in Radiology at Briar
Cliff in Sioux City, Iowa. It was
during her time of being back
in Hartington that she found
the “love of her life”, her
beloved Greg Johnson. Kristen
and Greg met for the first time
on December 21, 2007, and
from then on, the two were
captured by a whirlwind ro-
mance that seemed to be
Heaven sent. In little more
than a year after they met,
Kristen and Greg were married
on January 2, 2009 in Harting-
ton, and would literally live a
fairytale life, making their
home on a farm west of Verdi-
gre, Nebraska, and building
their lives together. Although
she had been working towards
her Radiology clinicals, Kris-
ten put aside her education as
she had “found the love of her
life”, and began a new chapter
in her storybook life; farmwife.
Agriculture was something
rather new to Kristen, as Greg
could tell, so when she won-
dered what to do for a career
that would comfortably fit the
life of a farmer’s wife, Greg
suggested that Kristen put her
heart and soul into Mary Kay,
as it was the one profession
that had continuously been a
part of Kristen’s life. With
Greg’s encouragement, and
Kristen’s love for marketing
and the public, she became
fully engrossed in her cos-
metic marketing career, attain-
ing the rank of Independent
Senior Sales Director. During
her career with Mary Kay, she
had earned five “career cars”,
was the director of the “Pink
Car-Nation” sales unit, and
was well on her way this year
to earning the “crown jewel”
of the Mary Kay organization,
the revered Mary Kay Pink
Cadillac, and being a National
Sales Director. Under her
tenure with Mary Kay, Kristi
had consultants in her sales
unit spanning the United
States.

Kristen was a big dreamer
her entire life. Her motto in
life always was “Believe”, and
her signature quote was “It
will cost you NOTHING to
Dream and EVERYTHING not
to…” When it came to dreams,
Kristen was blessed over the
years, and particularly in the
past five. She met and married
the man of her dreams, and to-
gether, Kristen and Greg built
their dream home together
west of Verdigre, on the site of
the former “Y” School, moving
into their beloved home on
March 6, 2011. Kristen was
also blessed with a dream ca-
reer that she worked hard to
make a reality, and had al-
ready set her sights on her
next goal of being National
Sales Director for Mary Kay. In
her first year as a new director
in 2011, at that year’s annual
seminar, Kristen was honored
as #1 Court of Sales-Harris
Area and Director Queen’s
Court of Personal Sales for the
Company. At the Mary Kay
2012 Seminar, she was recog-
nized as #1 First Year Director
in the Harris area, was pro-
moted to Senior Director, com-
pleted Mary Kay’s Corporate
Honors Society and Dean’s
List challenges and was #3 in
the class of new directors, and
was named Director Queen’s
Court of Personal Sales for the
company. At the 2013 Mary
Kay Seminar, Kristen was rec-
ognized as Top 10 Unit Direc-
tor in the Harris Area, Top 10
Most Improved Unit in the
Harris Area, and Director
Queen’s Court of Personal
Sales for the Company. For the

2014 Seminar, she was cur-
rently in the Top 10 Unit Direc-
tor in the Harris Area. But of
all of the national and regional
accolades, one of the suc-
cesses of her career that Kris-
ten held so dear to her heart
was the innumerable amount
of friends she had made. She
was a staple at every farm and
home show throughout North-
east Nebraska, and from her
experiences of marketing at
these shows, that Kristi devel-
oped, coordinated, and hosted
two events in Verdigre that
were devoted to women of the
area: the Spring Fling and the
Holiday Boutique. Always a
lady of style, class, and fash-
ion since childhood, for the
past five years of hosting the
events, Kristen brought to fel-
low vendors and women of the
region an event devoted to the
finer things in life and cele-
brating beauty. 

Kristen had a strong rela-
tionship with the Lord. She
was raised in the Catholic
Church. Her fondest memory
was walking past Father
Werner every morning, ele-
mentary school through high
school graduation. Fittingly,
Monsignor Werner was a Con-
celebrant at her wedding.
Mary Kay Ash views of “faith
first, family second, career
third” mirrored Kristen’s
world. Taking Greg to church
the first time on a Saturday
night in Coleridge, late as
usual, they walked in, Father
Pietramale at the altar, waved
back at Kristi and Greg as she
waved at him from the back.
How cool is that? Reading a
daily devotional was habit for
her morning routine. 

This past year, Kristen and
her niece, Sydney, had a labor
of love. It was called “Opera-
tion Sunscreen”. Together,
they made over 75 packages
of Mary Kay, which were pro-
vided to Nebraska Troop Sup-
port. Thank you notes were
not expected, but have started
coming in from overseas.
These brought as much joy to
Kristen as the packages were
to the troops.

On Friday, November 8,
2013, at Memorial Hospital
North in Colorado Springs,
Colorado, with several Mary
Kay Directors by her side,
Kristen earned her eternal re-
wards from her Heavenly Fa-
ther, undoubtedly “Mary Kay
pink” wings. The world was
made a brighter, happier place
by Kristen’s presence on this
earth and her cheerful voice,
and although none of us were
ready to give her to our Heav-
enly Father, we take solace in
the fact that Heaven is now a
happier, more beautiful, more
colorful place. Her legacy lives
on in the thousands of lives
Kristen touched. No one was
ever a stranger in her life; first
time meetings led to lifetime
friendships. Much like the life
that Christ led while on earth,
caring for others, reaching out
a hand, giving from the heart,
loving our family and our
neighbors, and putting God at
the center of it all, Kristen will
remain a testament to us all of
what a Christian and a best
friend should be.

Kristen’s life and memory
here on earth are forever cher-
ished by her husband, “the
love of her life”, Greg Johnson

of Verdigre, Nebraska; parents,
Jerry and Jean Hoffart of Hart-
ington, Nebraska; brother,
Kent (Therese) Hoffart of Lin-
coln, Nebraska; sisters, Jill
Hoffart of Neligh, Nebraska,
and Jayne (Steve) Steffen of
Hartington (their children,
Bennett, Sydney, Maxwell, and
Jacob); mother-in-law, Betty
(nee Auman) Johnson of
O’Neill, Nebraska; brothers-in-
law, Gayle Johnson of Verdi-
gre, and Gary (Mary) Johnson
of O’Neill, Nebraska (children,
David and Ben); as well as
hundreds, if not thousands, of
friends Kristen made and lives
she touched during her life-
time, and her Mary Kay
Family.

She was welcomed in
Heaven by her father-in-law,
Howard Johnson; her infant
child, Peyton Rae; her pater-
nal grandparents, Harold and
Marcella (Bruening) Hoffart;
her maternal grandparents,
Alphonse and Julia (Sukup)
Riibe; and Greg’s grandpar-
ents, David and Thelma
(Vonasek) Johnson and Orval
and Estella (Isom) Auman.

Yankton Press & Dakotan

November 14, 2013

Betty Thompson 
Memorial services for

Betty Thompson, 83 of Avon
will be held
10:30 a.m. Sat-
urday, Novem-
ber 16, 2013 at
the First Pres-
byterian
Church in
Avon. 

Crosby-
Jaeger Funeral
Chapel of
Avon is in
charge of the arrangements.

Betty Mae Thompson,
daughter of Orlando and Stella
(Kellogg) Potter, was born at
Perkins, SD on June 22, 1930.
She died Tuesday, November
12, 2013, after a valiant fight
with cancer, at the Good
Samaritan Society in Tyndall.
Betty attained the age of 83
years, four months and 21
days.

Betty attended Perkins
Country School and Spring-
field High School. She married
Russell Frank Thompson on
October 20, 1947 at Spring-
field. Five children were born
to their union. 

Betty and Russell farmed
north of Avon. Besides being a
farm wife and mother, Betty
worked at several jobs
through the years. She was a
CNA at the Good Samaritan
Center in Wagner, a cook at
the Avon School District, an
aide at Wagner Memorial Hos-
pital, and worked for CR In-
dustries in Springfield and
Mensch Greenhouse in Avon.
In 1991, Betty and Russell
moved to rural Springfield. In
1993, they moved into Avon,
due to Russell’s failing health.
He died October 13, 2000.
Betty fought three rounds of
battle with cancer. On July 11,
2013, she entered the Good
Samaritan Society in Tyndall,
where she was blessed and
was a blessing.

Betty was a member of the
First Presbyterian Church in
Avon.

Betty will be remembered

for her enjoyment of garden-
ing, mowing lawns, sewing,
doing crafts and scrap books.

Thankful for having shared
her life are her daughter,
Norma Riggs and husband
Jess of Spearfish; two sons:
Jeff and wife Debbie of Avon
and Donnie and wife Krystal of
Lewisberry, PA; 11 grandchil-
dren: Chad, Todd, Wade, Brad,
Sarah, Kristina, Frank, Shi-
anna, Minta, Riley and Jerry;
12 great grandchildren; three
great-great grandchildren; one
nephew, Greg Chaney; two
great nephews: Terry and
Tony Chaney; and many
friends.

Betty was preceded in
death by her husband; two
daughters: Patsy Ridgway and
Tamma Thompson, who died
in infancy; parents; brother
Gene Chaney and wife Gladys;
grandson, Michael Ridgway,
who died in infancy; great
granddaughter, Ashley Ridg-
way, who died in infancy; two
nephews: Gary and Gerry
Chaney; and one niece, Gail
Chaney.
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John Malloy
John T. Malloy, 85, of Elk

Point, South Dakota, passed
away at
Prairie Es-
tates Care
Center of Elk
Point on No-
vember 9,
2013. 

A memo-
rial service
will be held at
10:30 a.m. on
Saturday, November 16, 2013,
at St. Joseph Catholic Church
with Fr. David Roehrich offici-
ating. A visitation will be held
from 9:00 a.m.-10:30 a.m. 

Burial of his ashes will take
place at a later date as John
has chosen to donate his re-
mains to science. 

John was born on January
10, 1928, in the living quarters
of the Milwaukee Railroad
Depot to John and Pauline
(Kozel) Malloy.

John grew up in Tabor,
South Dakota and graduated
from Tabor High School in
1945.

John followed in his fa-
ther’s footsteps as a station
agent. He began his career at
the ripe age of 16 due to short-
ages of agents during WWII.
John retired from the Milwau-
kee Railroad Co. after working
for 34 years between Tabor,
Trent and Vermillion.

On October 2, 1951, John
was united in marriage with
Mavis Syrovatka in Tabor, SD.
John was a staunch Democrat
who never passed up an op-
portunity to share his views
on the subject of politics. He
was also an avid hunter, par-
ticularly ducks, pheasants and
deer. Some of his other hob-
bies included Pinochle, watch-
ing the Twins and Vikings play,
automobiles, taxidermy, and
especially eating Mavis’
cooking.

John is survived by his
wife of 62 years, Mavis Malloy

of Elk Point, South Dakota; his
children, Glenn (Linda) Malloy
of Sioux Falls, South Dakota,
Donna (Frank) Phillips of
Longwood, Florida, Bob (Kris)
Malloy of Parkston, South
Dakota, John J. (Fiance: Deb)
Malloy of Sioux City, Iowa, and
Jodi (Dan) Sampson of Owa-
tonna, Minnesota; his 13
grandchildren; and his 3 great-
grandchildren, with one on
the way. 

He was preceded in death
by his parents, John and
Pauline Malloy; and his
brother, Paul Malloy.

Memorials will be donated
to the Milwaukee Railroad
Shops Historical District and
the Elk Point Historical
Society. 

Services have been en-
trusted to the Kober Funeral
Home of Elk Point. 

Condolences may be
posted online at www.koberfu-
neralhome.com. 
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Wilfred Schurman
Wilfred Schurman, 86, of

Crofton, Neb., died Tuesday,
Nov. 12, 2013, at his home
surrounded by his family. 

Mass of Christian Burial is
at 10:30 a.m. Friday, Nov. 15, at
St. Boniface Catholic Church,
Menominee, neb., with the
Rev. David Fulton officiating.
Burial will be in the St. Boni-
face Cemetery. 

Visitations begin at 5 p.m.
today (Thursday) at the
church with a 7 p.m. wake
service. Visitations will re-
sume one hour prior to the
service at the church. 

Opsahl-Kostel Funeral
Home and Crematory, Yank-
ton, is in charge of
arrangements. 

Alan Oarr
Alan David Oarr, 54, of

Yankton died Wednesday, Nov.
13, 2013, at his residence.

Arrangements are pending
with the Wintz & Ray Funeral
Home and Cremation Service,
Yankton.

Michael Preston
Michael Preston, 64, of

Yankton and formerly of Rock
Rapids, Iowa, died Wednesday,
Nov. 13, 2013 at his home. 

Memorial services are at
11 a.m. Saturday, Nov. 16, at
the Opsahl-Kostel Funeral
Chapel, Yankton, with the Rev.
Rod Veldhuizen officiating. 

Visitations will be one hour
prior to the service at the fu-
neral home. 

The Opsahl-Kostel Funeral
Home & Crematory, Yankton,
is assisting with service
details. 

Eleanor Steward
Eleanor L. Steward, 91, of

Yankton died Wednesday, Nov.
13, 2013, at Avera Yankton
Care Center, Yankton. 

Arrangements are pend-
ing with the Opsahl-Kostel
Funeral Home and Crema-
tory, Yankton. 
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O B I T UA R I E S

        One-of-a Kind       

     
 

 Hand Crafted Items

Partial proceeds benefi t the Avera Sacred Heart
Hospital Pastoral Care Fund. 

Avera Professional Offi ce
Pavilion Atrium

Thursday, November 14
8:30 a.m. - 3 p.m.

605-668-8310
Cash, checks and credit 
cards accepted.

Landfi ll Jewels
Wood products, fl orals and much 
more. Great holiday gift ideas! 

 Designed by Metha & John Hess

 If no two people are the same...

 A funeral service should reflect the taste 
 and preferences of the person who dies. We 
 will help you add your own personal touch.

 Why should their funerals be?

 W  INTZ &   R AY
 FUNERAL HOME
 and Cremation Service, Inc.
 605-665-3644

 W  INTZ 
 FUNERAL HOME INC.

 Hartington, Coleridge, Crofton
 402-254-6547 www.wintzrayfuneralhome.com 23rd & Broadway

 Tonight’s
 Special
 5-9pm

 All-You-Can-Eat

 $ 1 0 95
 RIBS

 BRADY
 TREE FARM

 4 Miles East of Yankton on Hwy. 50

 665-4726

 – OPENING –
 Saturday, Nov. 16 th  • 9am

 Choose & Cut Your Own 
 Christmas Tree !
 • Balsam & Fraser Fir

 • Black Hills & Colorado Spruce
 • Scotch & White Pine

 We sell the world’s greatest 
 Christmas tree stand!

Johnson

 Service of Remembrance
 Saturday, November 16 th   • 5:30 p.m.

 at Opsahl-Kostel Funeral Home & Crematory,  601 West 21st St., Yankton

 The staff at Opsahl-Kostel Funeral  Home & Crematory invite  you and your 
 family to attend a special Service of Remembrance honoring those close to 
 us that have died. Please join us for an evening of music and prayers as we 
 celebrate the special gift of life and the life of your loved one. The service is 
 open to the public and refreshments will be served. For more information, 
 please call Kevin Opsahl or Tami Keller at 665-9679.

 A time for giving thanks...

 Funeral Home & Crematory, Yankton
 Memorial Resource Center, Tyndall 
 Memorial Chapels, Tabor, Menno & Tyndall
 665-9679  • 1-800-495-9679  
 www.opsahl-kostelfuneralhome.com

 Guiding and serving families with compassion and trust.

 We ask you to please bring a canned or boxed non-perishable item for 
 our horn of plenty . We will donate these items to the contact center.

Thompson

Malloy


