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BROADCAST STATIONS
PBS Curious |Arthur @ |WordGirl |Wild Martha  [Nightly |PBS NewsHour (N) (In|Washing- |Charlie | McLaugh- | Market to |Rock Garden Tour Nashville 2.0 Ameri- | Charlie Rose (N) (In | Tavis Smi-| America’s | Nashville 2.0 Ameri-
George | (DVS) kg (DVS) |Kratts & |Speaks |Business |Stereo) gl ton Week |Rose lin Group |Market €2 |High Wide and Hand- | cana music scene in | Stereo) &l ley (N) & |Heartind |cana music scene in
KusD @ 8 (2) Report some Tennessee. (N) Tennessee. &
KTIV @9 4 (4) |Queen Latifah Ellen DeGeneres News 4 |News News 4 |Ent Dateline NBC (N) WHERE WERE YOU? The Day JFK Died News 4 |Jay Leno Jimmy Fallon Daly News 4 \Extra (N)
NBC The Doctors (In Ste- |Judge Judge KDLT NBC KDLT The Big |Dateline NBC (N) (In | WHERE WERE YOU? The Day JFK Died Re- |KDLT The Tonight Show |Late Night With Last Call |(Off Air)
reo) &l Judy € |Judytd |News Nightly  |News Bang Stereo) €@ ported by Tom Brokaw (N) (In Stereo) & News With Jay Leno (N) (In |Jimmy Fallon (In With Car-
KOLT @ 5 (B) (N) € News (N) |(N) &l Theory (N) &g Stereo) (ca Stereo) € son Daly
KCAU € 6 (@) |Dr.Phil cd The Dr. 0z Show News ABC News Inside Last Man [Neigh Shark Tank (N) 20/20 k2 News Jimmy Kimmel Live |Nightline [Hair! Inside Pain FamFeud
CBS Dr. Phil (In Stereo) &2 | The Dr. Oz Show (In  |News CBS News Entertain- |Undercover Boss Hawaii Five-0 A secret| Blue Bloods Baez's | News Late Show With David| The Late Late Show |News omg! Weather
Stereo) €2 Evening ment Undercover Boss: service agent is mur- | estranged brother is a Letterman (N) (In With Craig Ferguson Insider ow
KELO @ 3 (1 News Tonight | Busted!” (N) & dered. (N?@ suspect. (N) & Stereo) &0 (N)&a (N) &
ABC Jeopardy! | Inside The Ellen DeGeneres | KSFY ABC KSFY Wheel of |Last Man |The Shark Tank Cheese  |20/20 (In Stereo) & | KSFY Jimmy Kimmel Live Ni?htline Watch TV |Extra Paid Pro- | Paid Pro-
(N) @ Edition | Show Lady Gaga per- |News at 5 | World News at 6 | Fortune |Standing |Neighbors|and glazed donut sand- News at | (In Stereo) &2l (N) € For FREE!| (N) kel gram gram
KSFY @ 7 (3 (N) € forms. (N) in HD News in HD (N) gl (N) € (N) wiches. (N) 10in HD
KMEG €D 13 (&) | The Doctors kdl Jdg Judy [Jdg Judy |News CBS Jeopardy |Wheel Undercover Boss Hawaii Five-0 (N) Blue Bloods (N) News Letterman Ferguson Paid Paid Paid
FOX The Test (In Stereo) k| Bethenny (In Ste- Steve Harvey (In The The Bones The murder of | Raising Hope Sabrina |Modern | Modern | The Arsenio Hall Dish Na- |How | How | Friends &c)| Friends &c| TMZ (N) &g
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KLKN The Dr. 0z Show Dr. Phil k@ News ABC News Ent Last Man \ Neigh Shark Tank (N) 20/20 € News \Jimmy Kimmel Live |Nightline |Katie & Outd’r Carpet
KOLN Ellen DeGeneres First Jeopardy |10/11 CBS News Wheel Undercover Boss Hawaii Five-0 (N) Blue Bloods (N) News | Letterman Ferguson Paid Inside Hitch.
KPTH Steve Harvey Middle Middle Big Bang |Big Bang |Mod Fam |Mod Fam |Bones (N) Raising Hope (N) News \Two Men |Arsenio Hall Two Men |Mother |30 Rock |Coaches |Office Office
KSCB 97 S Ade Bill Win |Love- Reflec Z. Levitt |CrefloD. |Jewish |J.Hagee [Parsley [Joni Marcus and Joni Vimpe [Jewish  [Nashville [Cope LifeTo  |J.Meyer |Sound The EVO |Global Marcus
KSIN 99 (12) |Martha | Arthur WordGirl |Wild Curious |PBS NewsHour (N) |Inside Wash \Iowa Pr's |Market \Outdoors Nashville 2.0 (N) Business |Time/By |Secrets of Dead (Off Air)
KXNE Peg Catin Curious | Arthur WordGirl |Wild PBS NewsHour (N) |Mari College Hockey Miami (Ohio) at Nebraska-Omaha. Quest Nashville 2.0 (N) Keep Up |(Off Air)
*%* “Extremely Loud & Incred- |REAL Sports With Weigh-In Live: Pac- |24/7 Pac- |24/7 Pac- |24/7 Pac- |JFK: In His Own Real Time With Bill  |Real Time With Bill |East- Hello * “The Watch” (2012) Ben Stiller. | “Final
HBO 170 ibly Close” (2011) k) Bryant Gumbel quiao/Rios (N) quiao quiao quiao Words [0 Maher 2] Maher € bound Ladies (In Stereo) &g Dest 5”
HBO2 “The Hobbit: An Unexpected Journey” * “Chernobyl Diaries” (2012) *%* “Garden State” (2004) (In Stereo) [Mike Tyson: Undisputed Truth | 24/7 [2417 2417 Weigh-In Live [Boardwalk Empire | Real
*xx “The Negotiator” (1998) Samuel L. Jack-| *x “Ted” (2012, Comedy) Mark Wahlberg, ** “Safe House” (2012) Denzel Washington, |Strike Back: Origins | Strike Back: Ori- Girl’s “Busty Housewives of Beverly |xxx* “The Five-Year
MAX son, David Morse. (In Stereo) € Mila Kunis. (In Stereo) &€ Ryan Reynolds. (In Stereo) g (N) gins € Guide Hills” (2012) Kelli McCarty. Engagement”
MAX2 ** “Child’s Play” (1988) [**x “Revolutionary Road” (2008) [* “A Night at the Roxbury” [ Strike: Origins “Dodgeball: Underdog” [** “Gangster Squad” (2013) & [Co-Ed Confidential 4
SHOW  18(@35)| *** “Sling Blade” (1996) (In Stereo) [*** “Heathers” (1989) Winona Ryder. Masters of Sex | Time of Death (N)  [** “The Words” (2012) | Masters of Sex [Homeland ) |Inside the NFL [Cannon
SHOW?2 ** “W.” (2008) Josh Brolin. (In Stereo) [** “Salmon Fishing in the Yemen” *%* “The Master” (2012) Joaquin Phoenix. ¢ [** “P'm Still Here” (2010) (In Stereo) [*%*x “The Machinist” [Jim Rome, Sho
TMC * %% “War Horse” (2011) Emily Watson. €l **x “The Pianist” (2002) Adrien Brody. *%% “Lincoln” (2012) Daniel Day-Lewis. ¢ *%* “Bug” (2006) “White T” (2013, Comedy) Jamal Mixon.
A&E 57 Beyond Scared Beyond Scared The First 48 2 The First 48 @ The First 48 @ The First 48 @ The First 48 @ The First 48 @ The First 48 @ The First 48 2 The First 48 @
AMC 41 ** “Daylight” (1996, Action) &2 *** “X-Men” (2000, Action) Hugh Jackman. [** “Ghost Rider” (2007) Nicolas Cage. & The Walking Dead ** “The Amityville Horror” (2005) & “House on Hill”
ANPL 19 Monsters Inside Me | Finding Bigfoot Finding Bigfoot To Be Announced Tanked: Unfiltered | Tanked (In Stereo) \Tanked (N) Tanked (In Stereo) Tanked (In Stereo) Tanked: Unfiltered | To Be Announced
BRAVO 25 (55 |Matchmaker Housewives/Atl. Housewives/Atl. Housewives/Atl. Styled to Rock (N) | **x “Friday” (1995) Ice Cube. *%* “Friday” (1995) Ice Cube. Styled to Rock Housewives/Atl.
CMTV 38 Extreme Makeover |Reba [Reba Reba |Reba Reba |Reba Sweet Home Sweet Home Cops [Cops Cops  [Cops Cops [Cops 0C Choppers Dog and Beth
CNBC 53 (52) | Closing Bell Fast Mny |Options [Mad Money (N) The Kudlow Report | Amer. Greed Car [Car American Greed Mad Money Car |Car American Greed Paid [Cook
CNN 33 Jake Tapper The Situation Room (N) Crossfire |E. B. OutFront Anderson Cooper Piers Morgan Live | Crossfire \Unguard Anthony Bourd. Anderson Cooper Crossfire \Unguard Anthony Bourd.
coM 45 (60 [Sunny  [Commun |Futurama [Futurama [South Pk [Tosh.0  [Colbert [Daily Futurama |Futurama [Tosh.0  [Tosh.0  [Key |Key Tosh.0  [Dave Chappelle [Kevin Hart: Grown | Chris Rock: Bigger & Blacker
CSPAN 49 Key Capitol Hill Hearings Speeches. Key Capitol Hill Hearings Speeches. Key Capitol Hill Hearings Speeches. Key Capitol Hill Hearings Speeches. Key Capitol Hill Hearings Speeches. Capitol Hill
DISC 34 Gold Rush (g \Gold Rush g Gold Rush Gold Rush (g Gold Rush - The Gold Rush (N) kg Bering Sea Gold Gold Rush (2 Bering Sea Gold Gold Rush - The Gold Rush
DISN 64 (38 |Dog [Dog | %% “16 Wishes” (2010) & [Phineas |Austin  [Good  |Jessie  [Dog Wander |Liv-Mad. |Austin  [Good Dog Good Good  |Shake It |ANT [Dog Jessie  [Poof
DISXD  65(13) |Kickin’ It |** “The Shaggy Dog” (2006) Tim Allen. & JustKid |Japanizi |Kickin’It |Kickin'It |Crash |Crash Xiaolin  |Slug Zeke Zeke Crash Crash Crash |Wizards  |Wizards | Wizards
EITV 51 Kardashian Kardashian \Kardashian E! News (N) Kardashian Fashion Police (N) Hello Soup Chelsea |E! News Chelsea |Fashion Police Chelsea |Kardas
ENC 480) | “Confessions” *%* “Out of Africa” (1985) Meryl Streep. (In Stereo) &l Rich-Poor Man Rich Man [Rich-Poor Man **** “Dances With Wolves” (1990) Kevin Costner. ] [** “Red Dawn” (1984) &
ESPN 28 NFL Live (N) g Around \Pardon \SportsCenter (N) (Live) kgl \NBA NBA Basketball: Spurs at Grizzlies NBA Basketball: Warriors at Lakers \SportsCenter (N) SportsCenter (N)
ESPN2 29 (25 |Basket |Basket |College Basketball College Basketball [College Football Navy at San Jose State. (N) (Live) & [Olbermann (N) [NBA NFL Kickoff (N)
EWIN 74 Truth Cross Donut  [Church  [Faith [Faith Daily Mass €@ [ Life on the Rock Campus |Serra [Crossing [Evange [Parables [Women [Daily Mass & [Life on the Rock Faith [Campus
FAM 62 Reba Reba *%* “The Princess and the Frog” *%x “Mulan” (1998) Lea Salonga “Willy Wonka & Chocolate” The 700 Club € ** “Sky High” (2005) Kurt Russell Paid |Paid
FS1 63 NASCAR Race Hub |Crowd Goes Wild FOX Football Daily  |College Basketball College Basketball FOX Sports Live (N) |FOX Football Daily |FOX Sports Live (N) |FOX Sports Live
FX 23 “Something Bo” Mother \Mother Two Men \Two Men |x* “Real Steel” (2011) Hugh Jackman, Evangeline Lilly. \H “Real Steel” (2011) Hugh Jackman, Evangeline Lilly. * “Legion” (2010, Horror) Paul Bettany.
FXNWS 50 Neil Cavuto The Five (N) Special Report Greta Van Susteren | The O’Reilly Factor \The Kelly File (N) \Hannity (N) The O'Reilly Factor \The Kelly File Hannity \Greta Van Susteren
FOXSP 35 The Best of Pride World Extreme Sports Unlimited Wolves Live (N) NBA Basketball: Nets at Timberwolves [Wolves  |Wolves [UEFA  |World Poker Tour NBA Basketball [Wolves
GOLF 55(310) | Central \Golf ISPS Handa World Cup of Golf, Second Round. \Central Golf ISPS Handa World Cup of Golf, Third Round. (N) (Live) LPGA Tour Golf
HALL 22 (33) | *** “The Santa Suit” (2010) &2 “Catch a Christmas Star” (2013) k¢ ** “Eloise at Chri time” (2003) *%% “All | Want for Christmas” (2007) * %% “Farewell Mr. Kringle” (2010) “Eve’s Christmas”
HGTV 54 (34 |Flea [Flea [Flea [Flea HuntIntl [HuntIntl [Huntintl [Huntinti [Beach  [Beach  [Hot Beach Houses [Hunters [HuntIntl [HuntIntl [HuntIntl [Hot Beach Houses [Hunters [HuntIntl |Huntintl [Huntinti
HIST 46 Kennedy Assassination: 24 Hrs After Pawn Pawn Pawn Pawn JFK Assassination: The Definitive Guide Lee Harvey Oswald: 48 Hours to Live (N) JFK Assassination: The Definitive Guide Lee Harvey
KAUN 15 22 |Movin’ On Naked City Tarzan  [Cis.Kid [Hopalong [McCoys |Hillbillies [Ozzie [Highway to Heaven | The Saint Route 66 Da Vinci’s Inquest  [Cold Case Files Cold Squad 2
KWSD 12 Dragnet \Adam-12 Emergency! Rifleman |Rifleman |M*A*S*H |M*A*S*H |“Perry Mason: Heartbroken Bride” V. Dyke \V. Dyke |Zone \Perry Mason [d \The Untouchables \Gallery Hitchcock Hour
LIFE 58 Charmed €9 Wife Swap [d “12 Men of Christmas” (2009) “All She Wants for Christmas” (2006) “The Twelve Trees of Christmas” (2013) “All She Wants for Christmas” (2006) “Twelve Trees”
MSNBC 66 Martin Bashir (N) The Ed Show (N) PoliticsNation (N) Hardball Matthews | All In With Chris Rachel Maddow Alec Baldwin Lockup Lockup Lockup Lockup
NICK 32 Sanjay  [Sponge. |Sponge. [Sponge. [Sponge. [Sponge. [Sponge. [Sponge. [Legend-Korra FullH'se [FullH'se [FullH'se [FullH'se |Friends [Friends |Friends [Friends |George [George |Chris [Chris
RFDTV (131 | BootDad. |Country |Rural America Live |Farmwk. [Gilley's |Jimmy |Wagoner |Family Reunion JoeyRory |Reporter |Profess. [Rodeo  |America |Virginia |Paid |Paid Paid |American |BootDad. |Paid
SOAP Beverly Hills, 90210 |Veronica Mars Veronica Mars General Hospital Days of our Lives General Hospital Days of our Lives General Hospital Days of our Lives All My Children All My Children
SPIKE 30 “Transporter 2” Cops [Cops Cops [Cops Cops |Cops Cops [Cops Bellator MMA Live (N) (In Stereo Live) Glory 12 [** “Killer Elite” (2011, Action) Jason Statham. (In Stereo) [Ways
STARZ ** “The Wedding Planner” [** “The Oranges” (2011) **x “Looper” (2012) Bruce Willis. ** “The Call” (2013) & [** “Total Recall” (2012) Colin Farrell. [** “Basic” (2003) John Travolta. & |Ghost
SYFY 44 “Ragin’ Cajun Redneck Gators” (2013) “Robocroc” (2013) Corin Nemec. WWE Friday Night SmackDown! (N) \Haven (N) \Being Human \Haven “Robocroc” (2013) Corin Nemec.
TBS 36 Friends [Friends |King [King Seinfeld [Seinfeld [Seinfeld [Fam Guy |[*x “Valentine’s Day” (2010) Jessica Alba. [** “The House Bunny” (2008) &= [Office  |Office  [Office “House Bunny”
TCM 76 (53) | *** “Sylvia Scarlett” (1935) k2 *x* “Somewhere I'll Find You” g *xx “My Man Godfrey” (1936) \*** “Bringing Up Baby” (1938) \*** “Ball of Fire” (1941) d “You Can’t Take”
TLC 43 The Big Day The Big Day The Big Day SayYes [SayYes |[SayYes [SayYes [SayYes [SayYes |[SecretPrinces (N) [SayYes [SayYes |Secret Princes [SayYes [SayYes [SayYes [SayYes
TNT 37 Castle €d (DVS) Castle “Always” Castle € Castle g (DVS) Castle €d (DVS) %% “The Lincoln Lawyer” (2011) Premiere. ** “Sherlock Holmes” (2009) Robert Downey Jr. “Along Came”
TOON 42 Adven  [Uncle “Diary of a Wimpy Kid: Rodrick Rules” Steven [Adven  |Gumball [Total Regular [Adven [Cleve  [American [Fam Guy |Fam Guy |Chicken [Aqua Squidbill. [King/Hill |American [Fam Guy
TRAV 24 The Dead Files The Dead Files Dead Files Re. Dead Files Re. Ghost Adventures Ghost Adventures \The Dead Files (N) \The Dead Files Ghost Adventures The Dead Files The Dead Files
TRUTV 52 Wipeout “Couples” Wipeout d World’s Dumbest... |College Basketball Studio College Basketball Jokers World’s Dumbest...  |World’s Dumbest... |World’s Dumbest...
TVFN 56 Unwrap [Unwrap [Unwrap [Unwrap |Guy’s Games Diners  [Diners  [Unwrapped Diners  |Diners  [Best [Best My.Din  [My.Din  [Diners  [Diners  |Best Best My. Din  [My. Din
TVLND 47 Bonanza |Bonanza & Griffith  [Griffith  |Griffith  |Griffith  |Griffith  [Griffith [Raymond [Raymond [Raymond [Raymond |Raymond |King King of Queens King King The Exes |Rose.
UNI El Gordo y la Flaca [Primer Impacto (N) |Casa |Notic. Corazon Indomable (N) (SS) Lo Que la Vida Mentir Para Vivir Impacto | Noticiero |Familia-Suerte Contigo, Ni sinTi Con Casa
USA 31 * “The Back-up Plan” (2010) \H “Couples Retreat” (2009) Vince Vaughn. & \Mod Fam \Mod Fam |Mod Fam \Mod Fam |Mod Fam \Mod Fam |Mod Fam |** “Couples Retreat” (2009) Vince Vaughn. & Law & Order: SVU
VH1 39 *xx “Clueless” Movie (In Stereo) [Movie (In Stereo) Best |Love & Hip Hop Movie (In Stereo) Chrissy [Best
WE Wedding- Unv. will [will [will [will [will |will [The Lylas [The Lylas (N) The Lylas [The Lylas [The Lylas [The Lylas Braxton Family
WGN 16 (18) |Law Order: Cl Law Order: CI |Funny Videos |Funny Videos [Mother  [Mother  [Mother  [Mother  [WGN News at Nine  [Mother [Rules  |Rules  [Parks  |Parks  [30 Rock |30 Rock [Sunny

TV’s Cool Factor Overtaking The Movies’ Mojo

BY DANIEL MILLER
© 2013, Los Angeles Times

LOS ANGELES — Veteran
TV director Michael Press-
man got a surprising re-
sponse when he asked
students in his film directing
class to describe their dream
jobs.

“Your job,” he said they
told him recently. “We want
to be the director in charge of
aTV series.”

Pressman, who has di-
rected episodes of “Blue
Bloods,” “Law & Order” and
many other series, was
stunned. This class, at New
York’s New School, focused
on film.

But the students weren’t
“dreaming of Oscar,” said
Pressman, who has also di-
rected several movies, in-
cluding a “Teenage Mutant
Ninja Turtles” picture. “They
want to make great TV se-
ries.”

For decades, it was
mostly a one-way journey.
Television was a stepping-
stone for directors, writers,
producers and executives
who wanted to break into
the film business. In the
1950s and 1960s, Hollywood
mainstays including Mel
Brooks, Garry Marshall and
Carl Reiner all got their
starts in television but
segued to the film world —
and are now best known for
their big screen work.

The film business proved
a seductive force for many
years, and for good reason.
Movies had the glamour,
perks, press coverage and
accolades. Nothing could
match the glitter of the
Academy Awards.

Now, entertainment pro-
fessionals are migrating ea-
gerly in the opposite
direction.

Many cite HBO’s “The So-
pranos” as opening the door
after it burst onto the scene
in 1999, or A-list filmmakers
like producer Jerry Bruck-
heimer, who got into the TV
business in the late 1990s.

Others look to film pro-
ducer Mark Gordon
("Speed,” “The Patriot”),
who transitioned into televi-
sion with hits “Grey’s
Anatomy” and “Criminal
Minds” in the 2000s — or,
more recently, “Fight Club”
director David Fincher, who
made this year’s “House of
Cards” for Netflix, and “Traf-
fic” director Steven Soder-
bergh, who was at the helm
for HBO’s “Behind the Can-

delabra” TV movie and is di-
recting Clive Owen in the
forthcoming Cinemax series
“The Knick.”

The movement undoubt-
edly started with actors mak-
ing the leap to television, but
that it has spread to the exec-
utive, director and producer
ranks is astounding to many
old-school business opera-
tors, who never imagined
they’d view TV as more attrac-
tive than the movies.

Several producers and film-
makers said they dreamed of
working in film but now find
themselves in television —
drawn to the money, opportu-
nity, cultural heft or creative
control.

“Almost exclusively due to
‘The Sopranos,’ there’s been a
resurgence in long-form televi-
sion,” Soderbergh told the Los
Angeles Times this year. “The
ability to play out a narrative
with a very long arc and ex-
plore complicated characters
and have the audience be
happy about that, it’s very en-
ticing.”

Executives can relate.

“What drove me to drive to
Los Angeles was a love of
movies. Period,” said David
Nevins, president of entertain-
ment at Showtime. “But I find
myself 20 years into a career
and very happy to be making
high-end television.”

Others, like reality-TV pro-
ducer Eli Holzman, say the no-
tion that television is a
second-class medium — long
widely held in Hollywood —
has mostly disappeared. He
once dreamed of becoming a
film producer and started his
career at Miramax, where Har-
vey Weinsten dubbed him
“Darryl Zanuck Jr.”

“In film, the perception is
that it is the be-all and end-all,
but then I got into TV and
there were all sorts of execu-
tives who loved what they
did,” said Holzman, who cre-
ated the hit show “Project
Runway” and executive-pro-
duces “Undercover Boss,”
which won an Emmy Award
this year for outstanding real-
ity program. “Fifteen years
ago, film people would be sur-
prised to hear that, but now
they know it.”

To be sure, some profes-
sionals are moving to televi-
sion because of the relative
paucity of work in film, as stu-
dios make fewer movies and
focus more on expensive tent-
pole pictures that have the po-
tential to become
blockbusters.

“You are looking at a static
job market for people in the
movie business,” said United
Talent Agency co-founder and
board member Peter Benedek,

a TV agent whose clients in-
clude “Girls” creator and star
Lena Dunham, “Sopranos” cre-
ator David Chase, and “Lost”
executive producer Jack Ben-
der. “On the other hand, in-
stead of there being four
broadcast networks, there are
100 networks. And the televi-
sion business has become a
business of great creative in-
tensity.”

The quarterly earnings re-
ports of media conglomerates
like Walt Disney Co. and 21st
Century Fox have long made it
clear that the television busi-
ness is more important than
film to companies’ bottom
lines.

Last week 21st Century Fox
reported first-quarter earn-
ings, and the profits from the
TV business dwarfed those of
the company’s film studio.
While the company’s cable TV
segment reported operating
income of $991 million and
broadcast television gener-
ated operating income of $231
million, film studio 20th Cen-
tury Fox’s operating income
was $328 million.

Also last week, Disney re-
ported its full fiscal year re-
sults, and its media networks
group, which includes ABC
and ESPN, posted operating
income of $6.82 billion — far
more than its movie studio’s
operating income of $661 mil-
lion.

Although companies have
long been posting numbers
like these, Hollywood’s busi-
ness culture has been slower
to adjust. Now, things appear
to be changing, though the
shift is sometimes subtle. TV
executives like Nevins are in-
creasingly becoming public
figures, the subject of breath-
less magazine profiles and
media coverage.

“I think the glamour quo-
tient has changed,” he said. “I
don’t really care about what
table I get at restaurants or
what parties I go to, but I've
definitely felt a shift in the cul-
ture around me.”

Networks have also taken
to hosting lavish, old Holly-
wood-style debuts for their
shows. In the late 1990s and
early 2000s, a TV red carpet
rollout was an anomaly, saved
for season premieres of “The
Sopranos” or “Sex and the
City.” But it has become al-
most common in recent years.

This year, events for HBO’s
“Game of Thrones” and AMC’s
“Mad Men” have had the feel
of swanky film openings.

On Nov. 21, TNT will host a
premiere for the new televi-
sion series “Mob City” at the
Hollywood & Highland Cen-
ter’s TCL Chinese 6 — a popu-
lar venue for movie premieres.

Notably, “Mob City” is from
former “The Walking Dead”
show runner Frank Darabont,
who before getting into televi-
sion in earnest wrote and di-
rected such films as “The
Shawshank Redemption” and
“The Green Mile.”

Nevins said the differences
between the parties thrown
for the premieres of the first
and second seasons of “Home-
land” illustrate how things
have changed in just a couple
of years. In fall 2011, the show
celebrated its debut with a
small affair in the Hamptons.

“Paul McCartney showed
up there with ... a box of take-
out pizza,” Nevins recalled.

A year later, Showtime
hosted a party for roughly 600
people at New York’s Intrepid
Sea, Air and Space Museum.

The Time Warner Cable-
sponsored party, held on the
decommissioned aircraft car-
rier turned museum, was
“pretty jam-packed with
stars,” Nevins said. “They
want to be a part of it.”

Howard Owens, president
of National Geographic Chan-
nels, said it is possible that
the TV business’ newfound
glamour could “outplay the
support the business model
presents. But from my per-
spective, the people who are
having big premieres and the
people on the cover of the
magazines — it isn’t exces-
sive. It feels earned.”

At talent agencies, televi-
sion departments are growing
bolder, operating with what
one agent said was a new-
found “swagger.”

For agencies, television
“package fees” — derived
from putting together actors,
writers, directors and produc-
ers on a show — are hugely lu-
crative. If a show is a hit, the
agency’s windfall could result
in more than $100 million over
time — more than an agency
could make from a single mo-
tion picture.

“Television has always
been a driver of revenue at
agencies, but now it has taken
on a different sheen because
of the quality of the shows,”
said TV agent Ted Chervin, a
partner at talent agency ICM
Partners. “The combination of
the volume and quality has
just brought a deeper level of
prestige to the medium.”

The agency packaged this
year’s Emmy-winning shows
“Breaking Bad” and “Under-
cover Boss,” and with United
Talent Agency co-packaged
“Modern Family,” the Emmy
winner for best comedy se-
ries.

A few years ago, television
agents at one major agency
would quietly joke among

themselves that their depart-
ment was lucrative enough to
cover up the middling per-
formance of the film depart-
ment, according to one agent
who requested anonymity as
to avoid alienating colleagues.
Now, this person says, the
same quips are made, but less
discreetly.

For Marc Shmuger, the for-
mer Universal Pictures chair-
man, film long stood apart
from television because of
“that sacred space that the
theater represented,” he said.
“It was almost a religious rit-
ual.”

But that experience gap
has narrowed, Shmuger be-
lieves, with the rise of so-
called binge watching,
wherein people watch many
episodes of a program in a sin-
gle sitting.

Video-on-demand services

NOMINATE

such as Netflix Inc., with its
Kevin Spacey-starring original
series “House of Cards” and
prison drama “Orange Is the
New Black,” have made the
practice easier than ever.

“That to me represents the
ultimate entertainment,” said
Shmuger, now an independent
film producer. “The movies
still have a special place. But I
identify the point at which the
shift happened is when binge
viewing became available.”

Data from Netflix under-
score how viewers have
warmed to TV. Netflix was cre-
ated to provide movies, but
now its primary streaming
business is television: Sub-
scribers spent 70 percent of
their time on the service
streaming TV series, the com-
pany said.
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