
Official Condemns Assisted Suicide
VATICAN CITY (AP) — The Vatican’s top bioethics offi-

cial on Tuesday called ‘’reprehensible” the assisted suicide
of an American woman suffering terminal brain cancer who
stated she wanted to die with dignity.

Monsignor Ignacio Carrasco de Paula, the head of the
Pontifical Academy for Life, told the ANSA news agency
that ‘’dignity is something other than putting an end to
one’s own life.”

Brittany Maynard’s death in Oregon on Saturday, follow-
ing a public declaration of her motives aimed at sparking
political action on the issue, has stirred debate over as-
sisted suicide for the terminally ill.

Maynard moved to Oregon from California so she could
use Oregon’s law to end her life on her own terms. 

Carrasco de Paula said ‘’Brittany Maynard’s act is in it-
self reprehensible, but what happened in the conscious-
ness we do not know.” 

He cautioned that he was not judging individuals ‘’but
the gesture in and of itself should be condemned.” 

A board member of the Oregon-based advocacy group
Compassion & Choices, Rev. Dr. Ignacio Castuera, re-
sponded that Maynard was not Catholic and it would be
wrong to impose a set of religious beliefs on people who do
not share them.

Exit Poll: Voters Unhappy With Obama
WASHINGTON (AP) — Most Americans voting Tuesday

were unhappy or even angry with the Obama administra-
tion, exit polls show. But most were upset with Republican
leaders, too.

The biggest concern is still the economy, the surveys of
people leaving polling places showed, six years after the
2008 financial crisis helped propel President Barack Obama
into his first term in office.

Most voters say the economy is stagnating or getting
worse. Just 1 in 5 say they trust the government to do what
is right most or all of the time, slightly fewer than in the
1994 midterms, when Republicans seized control of the
House and Senate, and the last time the exit poll asked that
question.

Most midterm voters were pessimistic. They were more
than twice as likely to say that life will be worse for the
next generation than to say things will get better.

Republicans were getting some of the blame, however.
About a quarter of voters say they are dissatisfied or angry
with both GOP leaders in Congress and Obama, whose
name isn’t on the ballot. Another 6 in 10 are unhappy with
one or the other of them.

Kurdish Fighters Help Islamic State Group 
BEIRUT (AP) — Ethnic Kurds are helping members of

the Islamic State group in the battle for the key Syrian Kur-
dish town of Kobani, sharing their knowledge of the local
terrain and language with the extremists, according to Iraqi
and Kurdish officials.

It is not clear how many Kurds are aiding the estimated
3,000 Islamic State militants in the Kobani area — and fight-
ing against their own Kurdish brethren — but activists say
they are playing a major role in the 7-week-old conflict near
the Turkish border.

A top military commander for the extremists in the
town is an Iraqi Kurd, known by the nom de guerre of Abu
Khattab al-Kurdi, helping them in the battle against fellow
Kurds.

Officials with the main Syrian Kurdish force known as
the People’s Protection Units, or YPG, say they became
aware of the Kurds among the mostly Sunni Muslim ex-
tremists early in the fighting.

As Kurdish fighters were defending the nearby Syrian
village of Shiran in September, two Kurdish men with differ-
ent accents and wearing YPG uniforms infiltrated their
ranks, Kurdish officials said. Upon questioning, however,
they were captured and admitted to fighting for the Islamic
State group, the officials added.

Diseases Go Untreated Due To Ebola
MONROVIA, Liberia (AP) — The Ebola outbreak has

spawned a “silent killer,” experts say: hidden cases of
malaria, pneumonia, typhoid and the like that are going un-
treated because people in the countries hardest hit by the
dreaded virus either cannot find an open clinic or are too
afraid to go to one.

Evidence of what the World Health Organization calls an
“emergency within the emergency” is everywhere in
Guinea, Liberia and Sierra Leone, the West African coun-
tries worst hit by the Ebola epidemic.

It can be seen in a decline in the number of kids being
vaccinated for preventable diseases. It can be seen in the
mother who crosses Monrovia, Liberia’s capital, searching
for an open clinic that will treat her 3-year-old daughter
who has a fever and is vomiting, both signs of Ebola but
also of many other diseases. It can be seen at the hospital
in Kissidougou, Guinea, which sees not even a tenth of the
patients it used to.

It can also be seen at the hospital outside Sierra Leone’s
capital run by the medical charity Emergency. It is inun-
dated with patients because nearby hospitals are closed or
only partially operating.

“There’s this incredible silent killer health crisis behind
the Ebola crisis,” said Eric Talbert, the executive director
of Emergency’s U.S. branch.

Oil Prices Slumped To Multi-Year Lows
LONDON (AP) — Oil prices slumped to multi-year lows

on Tuesday after Saudi Arabia cut the price of oil sold to
the U.S., a move that is shaking an already volatile market
but will likely give the world economy an unexpected stim-
ulus.

The 25 percent or so slide in oil prices since the sum-
mer could boost consumer spending and business invest-
ment in many economies around the world as fuel bills fall.

But not everyone’s a winner. Oil producing countries
like Russia and Venezuela, which have high extraction
costs and whose budgets rely on assumptions of relatively
high energy prices, stand to lose out. And lower prices
could eventually slow down booming production in the
U.S., offsetting the benefit of lower energy costs for con-
sumers and businesses.

U.S. oil dropped another 2 percent Tuesday to $77.19, at
one point falling to $75.84, the lowest level since October
2011. It was trading at $100 a barrel as recently as July.
Brent, the international benchmark, declined 2.3 percent,
to $82.82, having earlier fallen to $82.08, its lowest level in
just over four years.

Phone Surveillance Program Discussed 
WASHINGTON (AP) — Three federal appeals court

judges struggled Tuesday over whether the National Secu-
rity Agency’s phone data surveillance program is an intelli-
gence-gathering tool that makes the nation safer or an
intrusive threat that endangers privacy.

The judges — all appointed by Republican presidents —
expressed uncertainty about where to draw the line be-
tween legal surveillance and violations of constitutional
rights in the age of terrorism.

Since 2006, the FBI has obtained orders from the secret
Foreign Intelligence Surveillance Court directing phone
companies to produce telephone “metadata” — outgoing
phone numbers dialed and numbers from incoming calls —
to the government.

The NSA consolidates the records into a searchable
database in the hunt for terror suspects.

During the hour-and-a-half hearing, Judge David Sentelle
questioned whether it is an invasion of privacy if the NSA
simply collects the data, stopping short of using it.
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  I would like to thank all the Yankton 
County residents who took advantage of 
the opportunity to voice their opinions in 
the elections on Tuesday, Nov. 4.

  The right to vote is one of the most 
fundamental gifts that we have been given.

Thank You ~ RAY EPP
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Election judges Phyllis Jordahl, left, and Jan Hoit pre-sort ballots at the Citizens Service Center in Colorado Springs, Colorodo Tuesday. 

On The Verge: Republicans
Bid For Control Of Senate

BY DAVID ESPO AND ROBERT FURLOW
Associated Press

WASHINGTON — Resurgent Republi-
cans rode a powerful wave of voter dis-
content toward possible control of the
Senate and a stronger grip on the
House Tuesday night in elections cer-
tain to complicate President Barack
Obama’s final two years in office.

The Republican Senate leader, Mitch
McConnell, dispatched Democratic
challenger Alison Lundergan Grimes in
Kentucky after a $78 million campaign
of unrelieved negativity. Voters are
“hungry for new leadership. They want
a reason to be hopeful,” said the man in
line to become majority leader and set
the Senate agenda if his party gains
control.

Two-term incumbent Mark Pryor of
Arkansas was the first Democrat to fall,
defeated by freshman Rep. Tom Cotton.
A few hours later, Sen. Mark Udall lost a
re-election bid in Colorado to Rep. Cory
Gardner. 

Rep. Shelley Moore Capito was the
GOP winner for a Senate seat in West
Virginia, the first of her party to make
that claim since 1956. Former Gov. Mike
Rounds triumphed in South Dakota for
still another seat currently in Demo-
cratic hands, and Rep. Steve Daines fol-
lowed suit in Montana.

Republican Rep. Bill Cassidy forced
Sen. Mary Landrieu into a Dec. 6 runoff
in Louisiana.

The Republicans needed to gain six
seats in all to end a Democratic major-
ity in place since 2006.

Obama was at the White House as
voters remade Congress for the final
two years of his tenure. With lawmakers
set to convene next week for a postelec-
tion session, he invited the leadership
to a meeting on Friday.

A shift in control of the Senate
would likely result in a strong GOP as-
sault on budget deficits, additional
pressure on Democrats to accept
sweeping changes to the health care
law that stands as Obama’s signal do-
mestic accomplishment and a bid to re-

duce federal regulations.
There were 36 gubernatorial elec-

tions on the ballot, and several incum-
bents struggled against challengers.
Tom Wolf captured the Pennsylvania
statehouse for the Democrats, defeating
Republican Gov. Tom Corbett.

In a footnote to one of the year’s
biggest political surprises, college pro-
fessor Dave Brat was elected to the
House from Virginia, several months
after he defeated Majority Leader Eric
Cantor in a Republican primary.

House Republicans also picked up a
Democratic seat held by a retiring De-
mocrat in North Carolina, and bid for
more.

Speaker John Boehner of Ohio had
little opposition in coasting to a 13th
term and is likely to retain his top lead-
ership post.

After years of a sluggish economic
recovery and foreign crises aplenty, the
voters’ mood was sour.

Nearly two-thirds of voters inter-
viewed after casting ballots said the
country was seriously on the wrong
track. Only about 30 percent said it was
generally going in the right direction.

More than four in ten voters disap-
proved of both Obama and Congress,
according to the exit polls conducted
for The Associated Press and the televi-
sion networks.

Still, a majority of those polled sup-
ported several positions associated
with Democrats or Obama rather than
Republicans — saying immigrants in
the country illegally should be able to
work, backing U.S. military involvement
against Islamic State fighters, and
agreeing that climate change is a seri-
ous problem.

No matter which party emerged with
control of the Senate, a new chapter in
divided government was inevitable in a
nation marked by profound unease
over the future and dissatisfaction with
its political leaders.

Several Senate races were close, a
list that — surprisingly — included Vir-
ginia.

There, former Republican Party

chairman and Bush administration offi-
cial Ed Gillespie held a narrow lead
over Democratic Sen. Mark Warner.

There was better news for Democ-
rats in New Hampshire, where Sen.
Jeanne Shaheen was re-elected after a
difficult race against former Massachu-
setts Sen. Scott Brown.

In North Carolina, Democratic Sen.
Kay Hagan was in a tight race with chal-
lenger Thom Tillis.

There were competitive races also in
Georgia, Iowa, Alaska and — improba-
bly — Kansas, where 78-year-old Sen.
Pat Roberts faced a challenger from in-
dependent Greg Orman.

The runoff in Louisiana and likeli-
hood of another in Georgia raised the
possibility that neither party would be
able to claim victory by the day after
Election Day.

There were 36 Senate races on the
ballot, although most of the attention
went to fewer than a dozen. They drew
hundreds of millions of dollars in attack
ads in a campaign season estimated to
cost more than $4 billion — just for the
races for Congress.

In statehouse races, Democratic
Gov. Andrew Cuomo of New York won a
second term.

Former Republican Rep. Asa Hutchin-
son was elected governor of Arkansas
more than a decade after playing a
prominent role in President Bill Clinton’s
impeachment and trial, and Florida Gov.
Rick Scott won a tough race for a new
term.

Also winning new terms were Ohio
Gov. John Kasich, a Republican and po-
tential presidential candidates in 2016.

Another possible White House hope-
ful, Republican Gov. Scott Walker of Wis-
consin, led his rival, Mary Burke.

Not even Democrats claimed a chance
to topple the Republican House majority.
They spent the campaign’s final days dis-
patching money to districts where in-
cumbents suddenly found themselves in
danger.

Republicans sought to downplay any
expectation of large gains. A pickup of 13
would give them more seats in the House
than at any time since 1946.

Thousands Break Ebola Quarantine For Food
BY SARAH DILORENZO
Associated Press

DAKAR, Senegal  — Thou-
sands of people in Sierra
Leone are being forced to vi-
olate Ebola quarantines to
find food because deliveries
are not reaching them, aid
agencies said.

Large swaths of the West
African country have been
sealed off to prevent the
spread of Ebola, and within
those areas many people
have been ordered to stay in
their homes. 

The government, with
help from the U.N.’s World
Food Program, is tasked with
delivering food and other
services to those people. But
there are many “nooks and
crannies” in the country that
are being missed, Jeanne Ka-
mara, Christian Aid’s Sierra
Leone representative, said
Tuesday. 

The Ebola outbreak in
West Africa has killed nearly
5,000 people, and authorities
have gone to extreme
lengths to bring it under con-
trol, including the quaran-
tines in Sierra Leone. Similar
restrictions have also been

used in Liberia and Guinea,
the two other countries
hardest hit by the epidemic. 

Some efforts have begun
to show progress. The situa-
tion is Guinea is improving,
as is the quality of care for
Ebola patients, thanks to in-
ternational aid, said
Aboubakar Sidiki Diakite, an
official with the country’s
Health Ministry, who was vis-
iting Paris on Tuesday. 

But more treatment cen-
ters and medical teams are
still needed, the World
Health Organization said at a
news conference in Geneva
on Tuesday. There are cur-
rently 16 treatment centers
up and running and 58 more
planned. To staff those cen-
ters, 500 foreign health care
workers and 4,000 national
ones are still needed.

In an address to political
leaders in Sierra Leone, Presi-
dent Ernest Bai Koroma said
ordinary people also have to
do more. He defended the
stringent measures he has im-
posed and called on all citi-
zens to stop dangerous
behavior that has fueled
Ebola’s spread, such as se-
cret burials where corpses

are washed or even people
touching the sick.

“We have to take the sick
out and take the responsibil-
ity with firmness,” he said.
“We must end Ebola now.” 

While public health au-
thorities have said heavy re-
strictions may be necessary
to bring under control an
Ebola outbreak unlike any
other, the Disasters Emer-
gency Committee, an um-
brella organization for aid
organizations, warned on
Monday that they were cut-
ting off food to thousands of
people.

“The quarantine of Ken-
ema, the third largest town in
Sierra Leone, is having a dev-
astating impact on trade —
travel is restricted so trucks
carrying food cannot freely
drive around,” the committee
said in a statement. “Food is
becoming scarce, which has
led to prices increasing be-
yond the reach of ordinary
people.” 

Because services are not
reaching them, people who
are being monitored for signs
of Ebola — and should be
staying at home — are ven-
turing out to markets to look
for food, potentially contami-

nating many others, said Ka-
mara of Christian Aid.

When houses are put
under quarantine, teams are
supposed to go to them to
identify their needs, she said:
How many people are living
there? Are there pregnant
women or sick people with
special needs? 

But Kamara said that with
the infections still increasing
quickly, it was difficult for the
government to keep up with
the number of people being
monitored for the disease.
The outbreak in Sierra Leone
has been shifting in recent
weeks, with the number of
new cases ballooning in the
country’s western and north-
ern districts, far from where
the outbreak began, in the
country’s east.

In October, the World
Food Program fed more than
450,000 people in Sierra
Leone, including people who
are under quarantine or being
treated for Ebola, said Alexis
Masciarelli, a spokesman for
the agency in Dakar, Senegal.
The distribution of food has
been difficult, he said, since it
has required bringing food to
remote areas by poor roads. 


