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Mount Marty College,
an academic community in the

Catholic, Benedictine, liberal arts tradition,
prepares students for a contemporary world of work,

 service to the human community, and personal growth.

Our Mission

Join us for any and all of our events this fall semester!  Learn more at www.mtmc.edu.

Mount Marty College

f
Follow us on Facebook for details on our events!

facebook.com/MountMartyCollege
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A ‘Happy’ Venture
RC

BY RANDY DOCKENDORF
randy.dockendorf@yankton.net

The cover of Jim Reese’s new book of poetry leaves
the reader hungry.

That’s because the cover of “Really Happy” features
a peanut butter cup. The image cleverly plays on Reese
sharing the same name as the company responsible for
the addictive candy.

“I think the reader will
like the cover,” Reese
said. “The cover art is by
the artist Bret Gottschall
— he’s out of (Kansas
City). Once I saw that
painting Gottschall did, I
had to have it on my
cover.”

But don’t think the
Mount Marty College pro-
fessor’s third book is sim-
ply mind candy. Like the
peanut butter cup, you
can’t settle for what you
first see. Take a bite, and
there’s much more at the
heart of it.

His poems are humor-
ous as well as gritty. The settings range from late-night
diners to bowling alleys to prisons. The prison setting
draws on his work as the National Endowment for the
Arts’ writer-in-residence at the Yankton Federal Prison
Camp for the past seven years.

In “Really Happy,” Reese talks of his relationship
with his parents and his children. He shares the experi-
ence of working with his daughter’s softball team and
describes his children’s fascination with fireflies on a
summer night.

But he also comes to grips with death. He talks
about driving down Broadway Avenue in Yankton and
witnessing a man dancing to his own music amidst a
winter blizzard. And he describes standing in line at a
pharmacy, where nearby teenage boys nervously try to
buy condoms.

“’Really Happy’ is about the power of voice. It cata-
logs the city of Yankton from the Meridian Bridge north-
bound to wherever you’re headed,” he said. 

Reese takes the “free spirits” he encounters and
drops them in Yankton “The thing is, there’s a Broad-
way (Avenue) in most towns and cities, and there’s al-
ways someone belting out music to oncoming traffic,”

he said. “I love those people. They don’t need a choir
to sing with.”

FINDING AN AUDIENCE
“Really Happy” was recently published by New

York Quarterly Books, a testament to Reese’s ability to
cross cultural and geographical lines with his work.

“I was in New York performing — presenting a
reading, whatever you
want to call it — and the
editor from the New York
Quarterly was in the
crowd.  I talked with him
afterwards and he en-
couraged me to submit to
their magazine,” Reese
said. “A few years later,
they started publishing
books (NYQ Books). I was
in the right place at the
right time.” 

Whether rural or
urban, readers share
many of the same values,
Reese said.

“Common sense val-
ues such as physical

labor, honesty in human relations, an emphasis on the
primacy of family and community, and intimate physi-
cal, emotional and spiritual connections to the land
are more important now than ever,” he said.

“Really Happy” offers short prose as well as poetry,
Reese said. At first, he wanted the collection to be all
fun — nothing about death, his work at the prison or
other serious subjects. 

But he realized his work usually features a mix of
comedy and tragedy.

Still, he wanted to offer a whimsical look at life.
“I hope as I’ve gotten older, I’m a bit funnier. I

mean, I don’t fall out of bed and think today I must be
more serious. So I hope the humor is there,” he said.
“In fact, my wife told me the first poem in my book
was funny — so there you go. She’s my best critic. And
I know she made it through the first page. That’s
promising.”

Reese’s “Really Happy” tour opens Jan. 16 at Zand-
broz Variety in Sioux Falls. He performs Feb. 13 at the
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Mount Marty’s Jim Reese Releases
A Sweet Collection Of Poetry

COURTESY PHOTO

Poet Jim Reese, who is also a professor at Yankton’s Mount Marty College, has just
a released a new book of poetry, “Really Happy,” published by NYQ Books. He said
the book “catalogs the city of Yankton from the Meridian Bridge northbound to wher-
ever you’re headed.”


