
released Sunday did not show
the decapitation of Kassig or
the moments leading up to
his death. 

“This is Peter Edward Kas-
sig, a U.S. citizen ... who
fought against the Muslims in
Iraq,” said the black-clad mili-
tant, who spoke with a British
accent that was distorted in
the video, apparently to dis-
guise his identity. Previous
videos featured a militant
with a British accent that the
FBI says it has identified,
though it hasn’t named him
publicly.

The footage released Sun-
day identifies the militants’
location as Dabiq, a town in
northern Syria that the Is-
lamic State group uses as the
title of its English-language
propaganda magazine and
where they believe an apoca-
lyptic battle between Mus-
lims and their enemies will
occur. 

The high-definition video
also showed the beheadings
of about a dozen men identi-

fied as Syrian military officers
and pilots, all dressed in blue
jumpsuits. The black-clad mil-
itant warns that U.S. soldiers
will meet a similar fate.

“We say to you, Obama:
You claim to have withdrawn
from Iraq four years ago,” the
militant said. “Here you are:
You have not withdrawn.
Rather, you hid some of your
forces behind your proxies.”
A U.S.-led coalition is target-
ing the Islamic State group in
airstrikes, supporting West-
ern-backed Syrian rebels,
Kurdish fighters and the Iraqi
military. 

Kassig, who served in the
U.S. Army’s 75th Ranger Regi-
ment, a special operations
unit, deployed to Iraq in 2007.
After being medically dis-
charged, he returned to the
Middle East in 2012 and
formed a relief group, Special
Emergency Response and As-
sistance, to aid Syrian
refugees. 

A certified EMT, Kassig had
delivered food and medical
supplies and provided trauma
care to wounded Syrians be-
fore being captured in eastern
Syria on Oct. 1, 2013. Friends
say he converted to Islam in
captivity and took the first
name Abdul-Rahman. 

In a statement issued as he
flew back to Washington from
the Asia-Pacific region, Obama
said Kassig “was a humanitar-
ian who worked to save the
lives of Syrians injured and
dispossessed” by war. The
president offered prayers and
condolences to Kassig’s fam-
ily. 

“We cannot begin to imag-
ine their anguish at this
painful time,” he said.

Burhan Agha, a Syrian who
worked with Kassig in
Lebanon, wept when recount-
ing his friend’s humanitarian
work.

“If I could apologize to
each American, one by one, I
would, because Peter died in
Syria, while he was helping the
Syrian people,” Agha told The

Associated Press by telephone
from Switzerland, where he is
seeking asylum. “Those who
killed him claimed to have
done it in the name of Islam. I
am a Muslim and am from
Syria. ... (His killers) are not
Muslims.”

British Prime Minister
David Cameron said he was
“horrified by the cold-blooded
murder,” saying that the Is-
lamic State group had “again
shown their depravity.” 

In previous videos showing
the beheadings of the two
American journalists and two
British aid workers, the
hostages were shown kneeling
in orange jumpsuits as they
were forced to make speeches
before their killer lifted a knife
to their throats. 
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Crest Road To Be Closed Today
Crest Road, the road that crosses the Gavins Point Dam,

will be closed from 8 a.m. through 5:30 p.m. today (Mon-
day). The public is asked to plan on an alternate route of
travel during this time.

The closure is a result of the inspection, repair and
painting of the spillway gates. There will be periodic clo-
sures throughout duration of the construction, which will
continue into the fall. 

People can stay informed about upcoming road clo-
sures by checking the website,
http://www.nwo.usace.army.mil/gavinspoint or by calling
402-667-2546.

Santee College Application Event Set
SANTEE, Neb. — Seniors at Santee Community School

will take a critical step in the college preparation process
when they participate in a College Application event
Wednesday, Nov. 19, at the school. 

The event is part of a pilot program of Nebraska’s Col-
lege Application Week led by EducationQuest Foundation
with help from college and high school representatives
from across the state. Six Nebraska high schools were se-
lected to participate in this first year of what will become
an annual statewide effort to get all high school seniors to
apply to at least one college. 

“Through this program, we encourage all seniors to
complete a college application — even those who don’t
think college is possible,” EducationQuest Assistant Vice
President Eric Drumheller said. “By going through the ap-
plication process, students often realize the possibilities
that college can offer and go on to pursue education be-
yond high school.”

Representatives from Santee Community School, area
colleges and EducationQuest will be on hand to help stu-
dents through the application process.

“Completing a college application can be overwhelming
for many students — especially those who don’t get help at
home,” Santee Community School Student Services Direc-
tor Brenda Leader said. “We’re excited to be part of a pro-
gram that will encourage more students to consider
postsecondary education.”

Nebraska’s College Application Week is part of the
American College Application Week initiative sponsored by
the American Council on Education. All states are now par-
ticipating in the annual program. States that have partici-
pated in previous years are finding that as many as many
as 79 percent who students who submit a college applica-
tion go on to attend college.

YHS Students To Dismiss Early Thursday
Yankton High School students in grades 9-12 will be re-

leased from school at 11 a.m. Nov. 20 due to the SDHSAA
State AA Volleyball Tournament at Yankton. Busses will run
at normal times, including pickup at the high school. 

Students in Pre-school-grade 8 are in session for a regu-
lar school day.  

75 YEARS AGO
Friday, November 17, 1939
•Ted Shawn, whose experiment

in presenting an all-male dancing
company has met with extraordi-
nary success in this country and
abroad for the last three years, will
bring his men dancers to Yankton
on Thursday evening, November
23 at Forbes Hall theatre as the
third and final number on the com-
munity entertainment course before
the Christmas holidays.

•Yankton youngsters are ob-
serving Book Week with a
vengeance. Over a hundred chil-
dren of all ages visited the juvenile
department of the Carnegie Library
Wednesday when the annual winter
program of storytelling was opened
by Mrs. Sue Fisher, childrenʼs li-
brarian. Parents and teachers
viewed the collection of spic-and-
span new books on display for the
duration of the week and to be
loaned beginning next Monday.

50 YEARS AGO
Tuesday, November 17, 1964

• Two incidents in which deer
were struck by motor vehicles were

investigated by the Yankton County
sheriffʼs office Monday. 

• Westmar, Yankton and Mid-
land colleges dominated the 1964
TriState Conference all-conference
selections as picked by the
coaches at a league meeting yes-
terday.

25 YEARS AGO
Friday, November 17, 1989
• Gov. George Mickelson will

hold a Family In Education Forum
in Vermillion Monday, the fifth in a
series of seven meetings across
the state. Following an opening
statement by the governor, those
attending are asked to discuss their
concerns about education. 

• Walking into Liberty Gym, on
the Mount Marty College campus,
is haunting. The past setting of gru-
eling Lancer basketball practices
echoes with the tradition that once
permeated the small, cramped set-
ting: four 20-win season, seven
winning seasons in the first 12
years of existence. 

L OT T E R I E S
SATURDAY’S RESULTS: 

2 By 2: Red Balls: 3-16, White
Balls: 24-25

MyDaY: Month: 10, Day: 21,
Year: 38

Pick 3: 0-7-6
Pick 5: 01-10-13-34-35
Powerball: 13-16-33-35-51,

Powerball: 28, Power Play: 2

Dakota Cash: 18-20-21-25-32
Hot Lotto: 08-10-17-25-27, Hot

Ball: 8
Wild Card: 16-19-22-25-31,

Wild Card: KH

SUNDAY’S RESULTS:

2 By 2: Red Balls: 4-14, White
Balls: 19-26

Supreme Court will rule on the
issue, the justices tend to
defer to the lower courts’ de-
cisions, said Anthony Schutz,
a University of Nebraska asso-
ciate law professor. 

“The separation of powers
argument is a pretty powerful
argument,” Schutz said.
“We’ve spent a lot of time
since the early 1900s finding
ways to distribute executive
power, and the governor is left
with a fairly limited realm of
authority.”

The high court has two jus-
tices appointed by Heineman,
a Republican, and five by for-
mer Democratic Gov. Ben Nel-
son.

Project supporters say the
pipeline should now be ready
to go forward even if Tran-
sCanada has to seek the

state’s approval once again.
“We believe the federal

government has taken entirely
too long to make a decision. I
don’t see any issue with the
Senate voting on it and the
president approving it” before
the Nebraska issue is re-
solved, said Ron Kaminski,
business manager for the
Labors’ Local No. 1140, an
Omaha-based union that sup-
ports the project.

Nebraska officials became
supportive of the pipeline
after TransCanada agreed to
change the route to avoid the
ecologically sensitive Sand-
hills region in the remote
northern part of the state. In
2012, the Republican-con-
trolled Legislature passed a
law allowing Heineman to give
the go-ahead.    

But opponents have
charged that the state consti-
tution gives that power to the
Nebraska Public Service Com-
mission.

The elected commission
regulates “common carriers”

that are used to transport
goods, energy and people. The
panel includes four Republi-
cans and one Democrat. The
commission generally takes
about seven months to ap-
prove or deny an application,
said Dave Domina, an attorney
for the landowners.

The Nebraska attorney
general’s office has argued
that the 2012 law was constitu-
tional.

The resistance to the
pipeline remains strongest in
Nebraska on the pipeline’s
route. Governments of the
other states have been sup-
portive, citing the construc-
tion jobs it would create. A
majority of Nebraska residents
now support the pipeline, ac-
cording to independent sur-
veys, but pipeline opponents
say 115 of 515 Nebraska
landowners along the pro-
posed route have refused to
sign agreements with the com-
pany.

Even if the project wins
final approval, property own-

ers want assurance that
money will be set aside for
land restoration in the event
of any leaks, said Jane Kleeb,
executive director of Bold Ne-
braska, a leading opposition
group.

Kleeb said she’s still hope-
ful Obama will veto legislation
that approves the Keystone
XL.

“I have no option but to be
optimistic,” Kleeb said. “These
farmers are the reason I do
this every day.”

Dan Frost, a Denver attor-
ney who specializes in
pipelines and infrastructure
projects, said regulatory agen-
cies like Nebraska’s Public
Service Commission would
subject a project to a more
thorough review than a gover-
nor would.

“Generally speaking,
they’re less politically charged
and more technical in nature,”
Frost said. “...I think they’re
more inclined to look at the
project’s technical merits.”

Pipeline
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