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$680.00; Erickson, Rich, Offi-
cial $90.00; Express Produce, 
Ffvp Food $1,173.65; Fastenal, 
Supplies $87.52; Fitness Find-
ers, Inc, Supplies $117.95; Flinn 
Scientific Inc, Supplies $449.04; 
Food Services Of America, Ffvp 
Food $2,812.45; Frick, Kendra, 
Official $60.00; Goblirsch, Jim, 
Official $40.00; Godfather's 
Pizza-Aberdeen, Meals $79.92; 
Godfather's Pizza-Huron, 
Meals-Volleyball $143.69; Go-
pher Sport, Supplies $175.38; 
Gordon, Chad, Official $160.00; 
Graham Tire, Tires $1,048.63; 
Grainger, Inc., Supplies $61.26; 
Great Plains Roofing & Archi-
tectural Sheet Metal, Llc, Roof 
Repairs $1,500.00; Gurney, Ty-
ler, Official $160.00; Hage, 
Ryan, Reimbursement $50.00; 
Harding Glass, Supplies $55.00; 
Harlow's Bus Sales, Inc., Parts 
$1,017.67; Hauff Mid-American 
Sports, Supplies $1,670.97; He-
dahls Auto Plus, Supplies 
$27.11; Hein, Stephanie, Official 
$90.00; Heirigs, Mark, Official 
$140.00; Hofer, Rhonda, Offi-
cial $90.00; Holmstrom, Kellie, 
Reimbursement $160.00; Hun-
hoff, Dick, Event Worker 
$150.00; Hy-Vee Inc., Supplies 
$1,620.68; Interstate All Battery 
Center, Battery $124.95; Inter-
state Batteries, Supplies $21.00; 
Janssens Garbage Service, Inc, 
Garbage Service $2,406.50; Jj 
Benji, Supplies $623.75; John-
son Miner Marlow Woodward 
& Huff, Legal Services/Ex-
penses $3,043.33; Jones School 
Supply Co, Supplies $156.98; 
Joy Of Tournaments, The, 
Reg/License $375.00; Kaiser 
Appl. & Refrigeration, Supplies 
$97.44; Kallis, Pam, Reimburse-
ment $483.01; Kindle, Wayne, 
Reimb Airfare $388.70; Kokesh, 
Dave, Official $160.00; Kone 
Inc., Elevator Maintenance 
Agmt $542.01; Kranz, Carrie, 
Translating $75.00; L&L Ma-
chine Shop, Parts $59.89; 
Larry's Plumbing, Supplies 
$19.60; Lewis & Clark Ford, 
Repairs $1,427.39; Luck's Mu-
sic Library, Supplies $656.07; 
Lukkes, Cody, Official $120.00; 
Magic Of Science Show, Assem-
bly $895.00; Mathcounts, Regis-
tration Fee $240.00; Mayer, 
Steve, Official $40.00; Mcmas-
ter-Carr, Supplies $22.37; Mead 
Lumber Company, Supplies 
$6,057.00; Menards, Supplies 
$37.49; Midamerican Energy 
Company, Monthly Natural Gas 
Bill $2,185.73; Mike's Band In-
strument Repair, Gloves 
$120.00; Mikkelsen, Mike, Offi-
cial $30.00; Miller Sr, Daniel, 
Official $120.00; Miller, Marty, 
Official $80.00; Mitzel, Carey, 
Reimbursment $15.15; Mogck, 
Darrel, Reimbursement $20.61; 
Morris, Max, Official $180.00; 
Morriss, Chris, Official $40.00; 
Moser, Stephanie, Official 
$150.00; Mount Marty College 
Softball, Line Judges $760.00; 
Mueller, Amberlee, Official 
$170.00; Naeir, Supplies 
$209.75; National Geographic 
For Kids, Subscription $15.00; 
Ncs Pearson, Inc., 
Software/Maint Support 
$3,468.75; Northwestern En-
ergy, Utility Service $35,313.00; 
Olson's Pest Technicians, Pest 
Control $127.50; Omaha 
Wholesale Hardware, Supplies 
$192.30; Pietila, Steve, Official 
$50.00; Pigney, Gary, Official 
$110.00; Pizza Hut, Food 
$235.56; Pizza Ranch-Brandon, 
Meals $77.02; Pizza Ranch-Pi-
erre, Meals $295.99; Pollard, 
Jerry, Official $60.00; Popplers 
Music Inc., Supplies $564.55; 
Positive Promotions, Supplies 
$206.75; Quality Inn & Suites, 
Lodging $225.00; Quill Corp, 
Supplies $538.88; Ray's 
Mid-Bell Music, Supplies 
$344.80; Really Good Stuff, 
Supplies $466.60; Resources For 
Reading, Supplies $342.67; Rob-
inson, Carmen, Event Worker 
$90.00; Royal Sport Shop, 
Equipment/Supplies $187.27; 
Rrcna-Teacher Leader Insti-
tute, Registration $380.00; 
Ryken, Mark, Officiating 
$40.00; Salonen, Brittany, Offi-
cial $150.00; Schoenfish, Kari, 
Official $210.00; School Food 
Service, Food/Supplies $275.00; 
School Specialty,  Inc., Supplies 
$1,789.98; Schortzman, Peggy, 
Reimbursement $30.00; 
Schwans, Jared, Reimburse-
ment $45.00; Sd State Historical 
Society Press, Membership 
$35.00; Sdhsaa, Rule Book Fees 
$50.00; Sealand Marine And 
Recreation, Trolley $225.00; Se-
cure Benefits System, Sec.125 
Plan $559.00; 
Shar Products Co., Supplies 
$476.75; Shelton Dehaan Com-
pany, Supplies $146.54; South 
Dakota Municipal League, Reg-
istration $50.00; Spak, Allison, 
Lighting-Fall Play $250.00; 
Sports Illustrated For Kids, 
Subscription $19.95; Subway, 
Meals $17.87; Tasa, Becky, Offi-
cial $355.00; Therapro, Inc, 
Supplies $50.00; Tice, Kenneth, 
Judge $35.00; Titan Machinery, 
Supplies $794.72; Trophy Place, 
Supplies $139.20; 
Truck-Trailer Sales & Services, 
Parts $519.40; Ultimate Office, 
Supplies $169.11; United States 
Post Office, Annual Box Fee 
$272.00; United States Postal 
Service, Postage $902.54; Van 
Diest Supply, Ice Melt $934.92; 
Walmart, Supplies $1,064.57; 
Weiss, Dale, Official $180.00; 
West Music, Supplies $149.89; 
Western Office Plus, Supplies 
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$126.97; Wow, Phone Service 
$2,612.46; Yankton County 
Sheriffs Dept, Fingerprinting 
Vouchers $90.00; Yankton 
Medical Clinic, Bus Driver Test-
ing $111.00; Yankton Motor Co, 
Supplies $61.76; Yankton Press 
& Dakotan, Display Ad $342.91; 
Yankton School District 63-3, 
Reimbursement $2,909.27; 
Yankton Winnelson Co., Sup-
plies $149.05.  Fund Total:  
$123,522.55

Capital Outlay
A&B Business Equipment, Inc., 
Copier/Printer Lease $4,291.75; 
Amazon.Com, Cameras 
$510.08; Apple, Inc., Ipad 
$607.95; Automatic Building 
Controls, Fire Alarm System 
Repairs $7,385.82; Brightway 
Electric, Llc, Outlet Installation 
$1,299.85; Cdw Government, 
Inc, Projectors With Mounts 
$2,782.27; Christensen Radiator 
& Repair, Salt/Sand Spreader 
$4,385.00; City Of Yankton, 
Shared Operating Expenses 
$7,471.80; Dsn Envirosystems & 
Surveillance, Surveillance Cam-
eras $2,573.25; First Technolo-
gies, Software License 
$2,000.00; Follett School Solu-
tions, Inc, Books $1,571.09; 
Greatamerica Leasing Corpora-
tion, Postage Meter Lease 
$139.00; Heirloom Creations, 
Sewing Machine $1,197.00; 
Lightspeed Technologies, Red-
cat Systems $4,388.72; Mead 
Lumber Company, Locker Ma-
terials $188.45; 
Menards, Salt 
Spreaders/Locker Materials 
$1,200.95; Mollet Music Com-
pany, Equipment $417.00; Moss 
Enterprises, Inc., 
Computers/Modules $32,880.00; 
Netchemia, Llc, Hr Software 
$4,062.50; Regional Technical 
Education Cntr, Monthly Sub-
lease $1,933.34; Sdn Communi-
cations, Wan Lease $4,800.00; 
Western Office Plus, Equipment 
$175.79.  Fund Total:  
$86,261.61

SPECIAL EDUCATION FUND
Mileage to parent $177.60; 
Mileage to parent $118.40; Abil-
ity Building Services, Inc, Tui-
tion $14,125.47; Amazon.Com, 
Supplies $45.01; Avera St 
Luke's, Therapy $821.12; Chil-
dren's Care Hospital & Sch, 
Tuition $9,534.00; Children's 
Home Society, Occupational 
Therapy $569.85; Dillon, Indira, 
Services $3,391.68; Emc Insur-
ance Companies, Workers 
Comp Deductible $500.00; 
Haberman, Annette, Meal Re-
imb $22.00; Johnson, Kacie, 
Meal $11.00; Magic Blanket, 
Supplies $223.25; Orbit Re-
search, Supplies $261.00; Pear-
son Clinical Assessment, Sub-
scription $5,809.48; School Food 
Service, Food/Supplies $23.05; 
School Specialty,  Inc., Supplies 
$124.62; Sd Department Of Hu-
man Services, Services 
$10,902.60; United States Postal 
Service, Postage $17.46; Univer-
sal Pediatric Services, Inc., 
Services $1,110.00; Walmart, 
Supplies $89.76; Western Office 
Plus, Supplies $173.99; Yankton 
Press & Dakotan, Advertising 
$345.84.  Fund Total:  
$48,397.18

PUBLIC ENTERPRISE FUND
Lakeshore Learning Materials, 
Supplies $63.25.  Fund Total:  
$63.25

CONCESSIONS
Cash-Wa Distributing, Supplies 
$867.93; Chesterman Company, 
Supplies $2,960.91; E. A. Sween 
Company, Supplies $30.78; 
Food Services Of America, Sup-
plies $1,690.25; Hiland Dairy 
Company, Supplies $83.48; 
Midwest Mini Melts, Supplies 
$1,391.25; Wholesale Supply 
Co, Supplies $320.40.  Fund To-
tal:  $7,345.00

SCHOOL FOOD
Cash-Wa Distributing, 
Food/Supplies $8,953.26; Cen-
tral Restaurant Products, Sup-
plies $207.01; Chesterman 
Company, Food $2,765.50; Da-
cotah Paper Company, Supplies 
$1,990.91; Dutchess Bakers' 
Machinery Co. Inc., Equipment 
Repair $268.50; Food Services 
Of America, Food/Supplies 
$56,208.07; Hiland Dairy Com-
pany, Milk & Dairy Products 
$16,191.37; Hobart Sales & 
Service, Supplies $50.13; 
Hy-Vee Inc., Food $52.77; Jans-
sens Garbage Service, Inc, Gar-
bage Service $1,852.25; Johnson 
Electric, Repairs $111.20; 
Kmart #4813, Supplies $14.27; 
Minmor Industries, Supplies 
$110.00; National Food Group, 
Inc, Food $3,435.57; National 
Raisin Company, Food 
$2,679.36; Olson's Pest Techni-
cians, Pest Control $107.75; 
Printing Specialists, Supplies 
$160.29; Schenkel, Keith, Re-
fund Lunch Acct $1.05.  Fund 
Total:  $95,159.26

SELF INSURANCE FUND
Burgeson, Stephanie, Fitness 
Center Membership $150.00; 
Discovery Benefits, Cobra Ad-
min $202.30; Muehlbeier, Su-
san, Fitness Membership 
$150.00; Wellmark Bc/Bs, Ad-
min Fees $85,546.64.  Fund To-
tal:  $86,048.94
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OCTOBER IMPREST FUND
Corey Aadland, Football Offi-
cial $80.00; Dylan Chang, De-
bate Judge $60.00; Beth Con-
roy, VB Official $80.00; Kelley 
Devine, VB Official $80.00; 
First Dakota National Bank, 
Bank Fees $40.57; Gustavus Ad-
olphus College, Honor Band 
Registration $175.00; Jim John-
ston, FB Official $142.90; 
Epiphany Knedler, Debate 
Judge $60.00; Steve Krier, FB 
Official $80.00; Todd Lamberty, 
FB Official $80.00; Lincoln 
High School, Oral Interp Entry 
Fee $48.00; John McGrath, FB 
Official $139.20;  Mike Mudder, 
FB Official $80.00; Mike Mutzi-
ger, FB Official $80.00;  Sandi 
Neugebauer, VB Official 
$142.90; Janna Nolmans, VB 
Official $139.20; Derek Ohme, 
FB Official $80.00; Julie Ort-
man, VB Official $139.20; Tory 
Payne, FB Official $80.00; Mal-
lory Schulte, Debate Judge 
$70.00;SD Division of Criminal 
Investigation, Fingerprinting 
$173.00; Jason Selchert, VB Of-
ficial $80.00; Juan Skorey, De-
bate Judge $60.00; Gene Struck, 
FB Official $80.00; Cindy Tra-
ger, VB Official $80.00; Janelle 
Vis, VB Official $146.60; Hali 
Watson Stredde, VB Official 
$80.00; Kim Weed, VB Official 
$139.20; Russell Williams, CDL 
Exam $95.00; Owen Witte, Soc-
cer Official $98.50. - Grand To-
tal October Imprest Fund 
$2,909.27

General Fund Payroll expendi-
tures for the month of October as 
follows: Contracts Payable $0; 
Beadle Elementary Instruction 
$80,616.95; Lincoln Elementary 
Instruction $94,707.31; Stewart 
Elementary Instruction 
$66,479.54; Webster Elementary 
Instruction $47,964.65;  Class 
Size Reduction Grant $12,320.87; 
Middle School Instruction 
$141,265.96; High School In-
struction $199,554.45; Enrich-
ment & Technology $0; Title I 
$33,186.69; Alternative Learning 
Center $8,938.63; Guidance Serv-
ices $28,080.64; Health Services 
$8,445.10;  Library Services 
$9,211.02; Computer Assisted In-
struction Service $12,554.60; Su-
perintendent's Office $16,674.04; 
Principal's Offices $103,427.08; 
Other Administrative Support 
Service $884.97; Fiscal Service 
$25,969.98; Buildings and 
Grounds $83,978.90; Pupil Trans-
portation $22,774.35; Co-Curricu-
lar $85,938.41; totaling 
$1,082,974.14, and including the 
following payments:  First Dakota 
National Bank; Withholding 
$81,315.01 and FICA 
$130,606.44; SD Retirement 
$103,146.18; Annuity Payments:  
All American $0, American Ex-
press $400.00, American Funds 
$660.00, Catholic Aide $270.00, 
Horace Mann $1,158.00, Modern 
Woodmen of America $150.00, 
Primerica $475.00, Reliastar 
$100.00, SD Supplemental Retire-
ment Program $4,430.00, 
Thrivent $0, Disability $1,044.49; 
Secure Benefits Systems Section 
125 Plan $14,145.39; Medical In-
surance $91,828.97; Other Pay-
ments and United Way $9,806.99. 
Special Education Payroll ex-
penditures for October as follows: 
Contracts Payable $0; Programs 
for Mild/Moderate Disabilities 
$209,782.52;  Psychological Serv-
ices $16,903.50; Speech Pathol-
ogy & Audiology $27,590.08; 
Physical Therapy Services 
$6,507.45; Occupational Therapy 
Services $5,260.96; Administra-
tive Support Services $11,453.68; 
Pupil Transportation $9,702.82; 
totaling $287,201.01, and includ-
ing the following payments: First 
Dakota National Bank; Withhold-
ing $18,946.98 and FICA 
$35,964.24; YPS Payroll Fund 
A/C, Retirement $27,217.32; An-
nuity Payments: Catholic Aide 
$5.00, SD Supplemental Retire-
ment Program $50.00, Disability 
$185.46; Secure Benefits Systems 
Section 125 Plan $2,441.80; 
Medical Insurance $16,513.10; 
Other Payments and United Way 
$2,868.44.
School Food Service Payroll ex-
penditures for October as follows:  
Contracts Payable $0; other Food 
Service expenses $0; totaling 
$67,051.65, including payments 
as follows:  First Dakota National 
Bank; Withholding $3,216.33 and 
FICA $7,801.04; YPS Payroll 
Fund A/C, Retirement $5,636.61; 
Secure Benefits Section 125 Plan 
$773.87; Medical Insurance 
$5,331.00; Other Payments and 
United Way 3,519.77.

Public Enterprise Fund Payroll
expenditures October as follows:  
Contracts Payable $0; Preschool 
Program $10,754.04, and includ-
ing payments as follows:  First 
Dakota National Bank; Withhold-
ing $433.90 and FICA $1,211.14; 
YPS Payroll Fund A/C, Retire-
ment $1,019.42; Secure Benefits 
Section 125 Plan $166.66; Medi-
cal Insurance $1,338.80; Other 
Payments and United Way 
$263.70.
Concessions Fund Payroll ex-
penditures for October as follows:  
Contracts Payable $0, other Con-
cessions expenses $2,988.94; and 
including payments as follows:  
First Dakota National Bank; 
Withholding $18.85 and FICA 
$414.02; YPS Payroll Fund A/C, 
Retirement $165.62; Secure Bene-
fits Section 125 Plan $0; Medical 
Insurance $0; Other Payments and 
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United Way $0.
D. Approve a work agreement 
with Chris Phillips, paraprofes-
sional @ YMS in the amount of 
$12.50/hr effective 11/3/14 and a 
work agreement amendment with 
Paul Sangster from Maintenance 
Level V to Maintenance Level VI 
in the amount of $17.25 per hour 
effective 11/24/14.

E. Accept resignations of Beau 
Marie Huerta, middle school at-
tendance secretary, effective 
11/20/14 and 
Norbert Roth (retirement), main-
tenance foreman, effective 
12/12/14.

F. Appoint Matt Pietz as Yankton 
School District's ASBSD Legisla-
tive Action Network Representa-
tive.

G. Approve an emergency decla-
ration for procurement of quotes 
for repair/replacement of a boiler 
in the 
HVAC system at Lincoln Elemen-
tary School in accordance with 
SDCL 5-18.

H.  Removed from consent 
agenda.

I. Removed from consent agenda.  

J. Authorize the business man-
ager to draw specifications and 
advertise a request for proposals 
(RFP) to 
provide individual student pic-
tures.

Member Carda seconded the 
move for adoption with the fol-
lowing voting Aye:  All.  Motion 
carried. 

Action No. 2015-155
Consent Item H. - Petition for 
public improvement for segment 
of 15th Street. Moved by Fitzger-
ald and seconded by Pietz to ap-
prove a petition for public im-
provement for a segment of 15th 
Street and authorize the business 
manager to execute the plats nec-
essary to subdivide the property in 
accordance with all applicable 
laws and ordinances with the un-
derstanding that said platting will 
include dedication of public 
right-of-way and easements for 
said infrastructure project with the 
following voting Aye: all.  Motion 
carried.

Action No. 2015-156
Consent Item I. - Farm Acreage 
Lease. Moved by Pietz and sec-
onded by Fitzgerald to table 
authorization of bids on a farm 
acreage lease until December with 
the following voting Aye: all.  
Motion carried.

Action No. 2015-157
Tony Beste and Ryan Mors shared 
“good news” from YMS and 
YHS.

Action No. 2015-158
1st Reading of revised Policy V. 
D. - Complaint Policies was con-
ducted.  No action was taken.

Action No. 2015-159
Moved by Fitzgerald and sec-
onded by Carda to amend Policy 
V. E. - Co-Curricular Activities as 
presented changing admission 
prices for wrestling invitationals 
and high school drama produc-
tions to be consistent with other 
activity admission charges as pre-
sented with the following voting 
Aye: all.  Motion carried.

Action No. 2015-160
Moved by Kieffer and seconded 
by Pietz to approve a Yankton 
High School Chorus Trip to Min-
neapolis with the following voting 
Aye: all.  Motion carried.

Action No. 2015-161
Moved by Carda and seconded by 
Kieffer to authorize development 
of an agreement for future consid-
eration with the National Field 
Archery Association for rental of 
school buses to be used in con-
junction with the 2015 World 
Archery Youth Championships 
with the following voting Aye: 
all.  Motion carried.

Action No. 2015-162
Moved by Pietz and seconded by 
Carda to authorize the business 
manager to advertise a request for 
proposals (RFP) for implementa-
tion of a purchase card system 
with the following voting Aye: 
all.  Motion carried.

Action No. 2015-163
Moved by Pietz and seconded by 
Fitzgerald to adjourn the meeting 
at 6:45 p.m., with the following 
voting Aye: All.  Motion carried.

Kathy Greeneway, President
School Board

Attest: Jason L. Bietz
Business Manager 

Published once at the approximate 
cost of $264.96.

The outlook is issued by
the National Oceanic and At-
mospheric Administration’s
(NOAA) Climate Prediction
Center, she said in a news
release.

The most recent forecast
continues to indicate El Nino
will develop this winter, Ed-
wards said. However, the
chance stands at just 60 per-
cent likely, as compared to
about 70 percent just a couple
of months ago, she said.

“There remains a fair
amount of uncertainty,” she
said. “As a result, in the cli-
mate outlook for this coming
winter, with a 40 percent
chance of remaining in neutral
conditions, neither El Nino nor
La Nina.”

Precipitation outlooks con-
tinue to show equal chances of
above average, near average
and below average precipita-
tion for the coming three
months. 

“In combination with exist-
ing snow cover, this forecast of
a cold outbreak would mini-
mize any chance of above-av-
erage temperatures for the
coming month,” Edwards said.

“Even if we reach El Nino
conditions, they will be weak
and likely would have minimal
impact on winter conditions
here.”

In the short term, the
Northern Plains forecast calls
for below-normal chances of
precipitation during the next
two weeks, Todey said.  “The
cold northwest winds don’t
generally bring precipitation,”
he said.

ONE FOR THE BOOKS
The prospect of a cooler

winter continues the trend of a
record-setting cool year so far.

From January to October,
the Plains remained colder
than average, Todey said. The
colder temperatures were cre-
ated by high pressure over the
nation’s mid-section.

The cool trend was then
thrown into reverse when
South Dakota and Nebraska
recorded some of the warmest
Octobers in 120 years of
records, Todey said. In addi-
tion, the Northern Plains saw
some of the driest Octobers
on record. The last 90 days
were drier than average for
South Dakota and Nebraska.

The warm, dry October
helped the harvest – particu-
larly corn – catch up on heat
units, Todey said.

“For a lot of the corn this
year, we had a very good grow-
ing season,” he said. “How-
ever, there was a lack of really
hot temperatures, so the corn
was slow to develop. The addi-
tional heat and dryness (in Oc-
tober) helped to mature more
of the corn as farmers har-
vested it.”

Now, the weather has un-
dergone another lurch, Todey
said. The region is seeing one
of its coldest starts to Novem-
ber, similar to the years 1985
and 2000, he said. A number of
climatologists have said the
current temperatures and
snowfall are more on par for
January than November.

“The cold of the last cou-
ple of weeks is driving a big

part of the issue right now,”
Todey said. “We have a very
big shift from what we saw
over much of the fall, where
we saw warmer than average
conditions.”

The sustained cold, partic-
ularly after record warmth in
October, makes the current
weather shift so noteworthy,
Todey said.

“Through the central part
of the country, we have been 9
to 12 and even 15 degrees
below average,” he said. “Fif-
teen to 20 degrees below aver-
age isn’t that unheard of, but
to have two weeks of it is
rather astounding.”

The National Weather Serv-
ice office in Sioux Falls noted
the fourth longest period of
consecutive hours below
freezing for November, Todey
said. “Being below freezing
isn’t that unusual, but that
many (consecutive) hours in
November is a bit surprising,”
he added.

LET IT SNOW
The November cold has

been accompanied by the past
week’s snowfall, Todey said.
The Upper Midwest has
recorded snowpack of up to 20
inches.

“If we’re not able to melt
this off, we could have the
start of a decent snowpack de-
pending on the rest of the win-
ter,” he said.

Areas along the Missouri
River are seeing a bit of the
lake effect snow, but nothing
like Buffalo, New York, with its
72 inches since Tuesday,
Todey said.

Some Midwest farmers are
harvesting on top of snow, he
said. Some areas in Minnesota
and the eastern Dakotas have
frozen soil.

“Anecdotally, I have heard
from producers who haven’t
been able to get their crops
out of the field,” he said. “In-
stead of paying for drying
costs or storage, they are leav-
ing the crops in the field and
taking their chances with it.”

In the Dakotas and Min-
nesota, some low-lying areas
saw freezing even where tem-
peratures remained in the mid
30s, he said.

The quick weather change
also created stress for live-
stock which hadn’t developed
winter coats or were forced to
move out of cornfields, he
added.

During Thursday’s call, one
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers
official said the Corps was
watching ice accumulation in
and along the Missouri River.
While not a major problem
right now, the Corps is watch-
ing for the possible formation
of ice jams.

Todey noted the current
snow could help fill Missouri
River reservoirs next spring.

The areas which are cur-
rently dry will likely remain
that way for the next three
months, Edwards said.

“The months of December
through February are gener-
ally the driest of the year, so
the current areas of drought
are expected to remain
through the next few months,”
she said.

You can follow Randy Dock-
endorf on Twitter at
twitter.com/RDockendorf. Dis-
cuss this story at www.yank-
ton.net.
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seriously exploring options for
unilateral action. 

Still, that process has been
beset by delays, especially
Obama’s decision to hold off
on announcing the executive
orders until after the
midterms. Some Democrats
had feared that thrusting the
immigration debate to the
forefront of the campaign
would hurt their chances of
keeping control of the Senate,
though the White House’s
delay ultimately did little to
stem their defeats. 

While Obama’s measures
are sweeping in scope, they
still leave more than half of the
11 million people living in the
U.S. illegally in limbo. The
president announced new de-
portation priorities that would
compel law enforcement to
focus its efforts on tracking
down serious criminals and
people who have recently
crossed the border, while
specifically placing a low pri-
ority on those who have been
in the U.S. for more than 10
years.

He insisted that his actions
did not amount to amnesty.

The main beneficiaries of
the president’s actions are im-
migrants who have been in the
U.S. illegally for more than five
years but whose children are
citizens or lawful permanent
residents. After passing back-
ground checks and paying
fees, those individuals can
now be granted relief from de-
portation for three years and
get work permits. The admin-
istration expects about 4.1 mil-
lion people to qualify.

Obama is also broadening
his 2012 directive that de-
ferred deportation for some
young immigrants who en-
tered the country illegally.

Obama will expand eligibility
to people who arrived in the
U.S. as minors before 2010, in-
stead of the current cutoff of
2007, and will lift the require-
ment that applicants be under
31. The expansion is expected
to affect about 300,000 people.

Applications for the new
deportation deferrals will
begin in the spring. Those who
qualify would be granted de-
portation deferrals for three
years. 

The White House insists
Obama has the legal authority
to halt deportations for par-
ents and for people who came
to the U.S. as children, prima-
rily on humanitarian grounds.
Officials also cited precedents
set by previous immigration
executive actions by Demo-
cratic and Republican presi-
dents dating back to Dwight
Eisenhower.

A senior administration of-
ficial said the decision to pro-
tect parents of citizens or
lawful permanent residents is
in line with an existing law
that allows adult citizens to
sponsor their parents for im-
migration. Obama’s plan goes
a step further because the
sponsoring citizen doesn’t
have to be an adult.

GOP lawmakers disagree
with Obama’s claims of legal
authority, calling his actions
an unconstitutional power
grab.

Republicans are weighing a
range of responses, including
filing legal challenges and
using must-pass spending leg-
islation this fall to try to stop
Obama’s effort. One lawmaker
— Republican Rep. Mo Brooks
of Alabama — has raised the
specter of impeachment.

GOP leaders have warned
against such talk and are seek-
ing to avoid spending-bill tac-
tics that could lead to a
government shutdown. They
say such moves could back-
fire, angering many voters and
alienating Hispanics for the
next presidential election.
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