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BY J.M. HIRSCH
AP Food Editor

Giving thanks will be a little costlier
this year, but — and here’s something
you can be truly thankful for — it prob-
ably won’t empty your wallet.

The price for putting Thanksgiving
dinner on the table for 10 people is ex-
pected to rise slightly this year, clock-
ing in at $49.41. That’s 37 cents higher
than in 2013. For that, you can blame
dairy products, coffee and that all-im-
portant marshmallow-topped sweet po-
tato casserole, according to the annual
informal survey of consumer grocery
prices performed by the American
Farm Bureau Federation.

The group found that the price of
dairy — as in milk for the mashed pota-
toes and whipped cream for the pies —
collectively jumped 25 cents over last
year. Miscellaneous ingredients, such
as coffee, sugar and eggs, account for
another 28 cents, while 3 pounds of
sweet potatoes jumped 20 cents.

The good news is that a drop in fuel
prices won’t just make it cheaper to
drive to Grandma’s house for the big
meal, it also helped keep down the cost
of some ingredients. Flour-based foods,
such as stuffing mix, pie shells and din-
ner rolls, will run about 21 cents less
than last year, likely due to energy cost
savings by the processors, says John
Anderson, the Farm Bureau’s deputy

chief economist.
The group estimates the cost of

Thanksgiving dinner by averaging non-
sale food prices around the country
based on feeding 10 people a meal of
turkey, bread stuffing, sweet potatoes,
rolls with butter, peas, cranberries, car-
rots and celery, pumpkin pie with
whipped cream, and coffee and milk.
And yes, their estimates account for
needing leftovers.

And here’s something to consider:
Though this year’s cost is up, it’s still 7
cents lower than in 2012.

News earlier this week that turkey
production is at its lowest level in
nearly three decades and wholesale
prices are at an all-time high briefly
spooked some folks. But most con-
sumers won’t see that reflected on their
grocery bills. Retailers aren’t likely to
pass on to consumer much if any price
hike that they are paying for the big
birds, and the Farm Bureau actually ex-
pects the cost of a 16-pound turkey to
drop by 11 cents this year.

Of course, there are plenty of ways
to spend more this Thanksgiving. Up-
grade that 16-pound conventional bird
to an organic, free-range model and
suddenly the Farm Bureau’s $21.65 esti-
mate can jump to $100 or more at spe-
cialty online retailers. Not into baking?
Instead of spending about $3 on a
homemade pie, you can spend $25 or
more on high-end mail order versions.

Or maybe you don’t want to cook at
all. A complete and fully cooked
Thanksgiving dinner for 12 people from
Whole Foods Market will cost around
$170.

Then again, maybe you want to
spend less. Shop smart at a bargain re-
tailer and you could shave more than a
third off the Farm Bureau’s total. Using
the same menu for 10 people, Wal-Mart
estimates that shopping for Thanksgiv-
ing dinner at one of its stores will cost
just $32.64.

But maybe you got off the hook this
year and aren’t hosting Thanksgiving. If
instead of cooking you’ll be traveling by
car, you’ll see savings at the pump.
Gasoline is running about 33 cents less
per gallon than it was a year ago, with a
national average of $2.88, according to
travel tracker AAA. And it doesn’t mat-
ter where you’re driving. Gas can be
found for less than $3 a gallon in every
state in the continental U.S.

Don’t want to drive? If you’re travel-
ing by train, you’ll pay a bit more. Am-
trak says its ticket prices have
increased an average of 2 percent over
last year. Same goes for flying. The aver-
age price of an airline ticket for travel
this Thanksgiving is $307.52, not includ-
ing an average $51 in taxes and fees, ac-
cording to the Airlines Reporting Corp.,
which processes ticket transactions for
airlines and travel agencies. That’s up
1.1 percent from last year.

Cost Of Thanksgiving Going Up, But Not By Much

Israeli Mayor Ignites Uproar 
JERUSALEM (AP) — The mayor of a southern Israeli city

sparked a national uproar Thursday by barring Israeli Arab
construction workers from jobs in local preschools, citing
security concerns after a rash of attacks by Palestinian as-
sailants elsewhere in the country.

The proposal was condemned as racist by Israeli lead-
ers, but it reflected the tense mood in the country and
deepened longstanding divisions between the nation’s Jew-
ish majority and Arab minority. An opinion poll showed
solid public support for the measure.

Israel has been on edge following a wave of Palestinian
attacks that has killed 11 people over the past month, in-
cluding five this week in a bloody assault on a Jerusalem
synagogue. Most of the attacks have occurred in Jerusalem
— whose population is roughly one-third Palestinian —
with deadly stabbings in Tel Aviv and the West Bank as
well.

Responding to the unrest, the mayor of Ashkelon, Ita-
mar Shimoni, announced that Israeli Arab laborers renovat-
ing bomb shelters in local kindergartens would be barred
from their jobs. He also ordered security stepped up at
construction sites where Arab laborers are employed.

He said the order was a response to the synagogue at-
tack Tuesday, in which Palestinian assailants killed four
rabbis and a Druse Arab policeman with meat cleavers and
gunfire.

Vigilante Fighters Claim 45 Dead
MAIDUGURI, Nigeria (AP) — The leader of a vigilante

fighter group in Nigeria says Boko Haram militants have
killed about 45 people in an attack on a village.

Muhammed Gava of the Nigeria Vigilante Group said the
assault occurred Wednesday in Azaya Kura village in north-
eastern Nigeria’s Borno state. He told The Associated Press
on Thursday that the heavily armed Boko Haram militants
surged through the village in several trucks, destroying
houses and carting away food and livestock.

Shettima Lawan, a local politician, mourned the attack,
telling the AP: “I am still searching for motives behind the
mass killing and destruction.”

The village is about 40 kilometers (25 miles) from Maid-
uguri, the capital of Borno. The state has been hit the hard-
est by Boko Haram’s five-year insurgency.

The militants continue to pursue their aim to carve out
an “Islamic caliphate” under their black and white flag. Last
week, Boko Haram fighters captured Chibok town, where
more than 200 schoolgirls were kidnapped six months ago.
Nigeria’s army recaptured Chibok on Saturday.

Kerry Arrives At Iran Negotiations
VIENNA (AP) — U.S. Secretary of State John Kerry held

out hope of a last-minute nuclear deal with Iran Thursday,
as he added his diplomatic muscle to talks aimed at over-
coming deep differences with Tehran over the size and
scope of its future atomic activities.

After landing in Vienna, Kerry met with Iranian Foreign
Minister Mohammad Zarif and former EU foreign policy
chief Catherine Ashton on the sidelines of the talks that
face a Monday deadline. U.S. officials said he would assess
the situation and then decide on additional meetings and
whether to stay in Vienna through the weekend. French
Foreign Minister Laurent Fabius planned to join the talks
on Friday along with British Foreign Secretary Philip
Hammond.

Senior negotiators are working on an agreement to re-
duce the potency of Iran’s nuclear program and slow its
technical ability to produce atomic weapons. Iran insists it
has no interest in making such arms but is negotiating be-
cause it wants an end to international sanctions meant to
force an end to programs that could be used for such a
purpose.

Before arrival, Kerry expressed hope that a deal could
be forged by the Monday target date and said negotiators
“are not talking about an extension” with Iran despite ex-
pectations that differences are too great to be bridged in
the next four days. However, he acknowledged that some
elements of an agreement might not be completed by the
deadline.

“We do want to get an agreement, but not just any
agreement,” Kerry said after meeting in Paris with the
Saudi and French foreign ministers. “We hope that the gaps
that exist — and they do exist — can be closed. We hope
we can define the finish line.”

FSU Shooter Believed He Was Targeted
BY GARY FINEOUT AND BRENDAN
FARRINGTON
Associated Press

TALLAHASSEE, Fla.  — A Florida
State University alumnus and attorney
who shot three people at the school’s
library early Thursday believed the
government was targeting him for per-
secution, detailing his thoughts in a
journal and in videos detectives ob-
tained, authorities said. 

Officers fatally shot Myron May, 31,
during an exchange outside the library
about 12:30 a.m. May reloaded at least
once and tried to enter the library,
where about 450 students were study-
ing for midterm exams, but was blocked
by lobby security barriers that permit
only students and staff inside, Tallahas-
see Police Chief Michael DeLeo said. 

“Based on our initial review of the
documents and his videos and his post-
ings, it’s clear that Mr. May’s sense of
being and place in our community was
not what most people would refer to as
a normal,” DeLeo said. “He had a sense
of crisis and he was searching for some-
thing.”

The shooting sent students scram-
bling for cover in the book aisles and
barricading themselves in with desks
amid screams from classmates.

“I ran for my life,” said Allison Kope,
a freshman from Cocoa Beach, who was
on the library’s first floor. “I ran right
out the backdoor. My laptop and every-
thing is still in there. It was shock. It
was just instinct. You don’t think about
anything else, you just go.”

One person is in critical condition
and one is in good condition at a local
hospital, while the third was released. 

May’s Facebook page shows he
posted mostly Bible verses and links to
conspiracy theories about the govern-
ment reading people’s minds.

Records show May was licensed to
practice law in Texas and New Mexico. 

According to a Las Cruces, New Mex-
ico, police report last month, May was a
subject of a harassment complaint after
a former girlfriend called to report he
came to her home uninvited and
claimed police were bugging his house
and car. Danielle Nixon told police May
recently developed “a severe mental
disorder.”

“Myron began to ramble and handed
her a piece to a car and asked her to
keep it because this was a camera that
police had put in his vehicle,” the re-
port said.

The report also said May recently
quit his job and was on medication.

No charges were filed.

Abigail Taunton, who runs a foster
home in the Florida Panhandle, told AP
that May was staying at a guest house
she owns.

“He’s just a boy our kids grew up
with that we let stay in one of our guest
houses for a while,” she said. “He’s
moving back home from Texas and we
were trying to help him get on his feet.”

“We’re just all astounded. We had no
idea that he would do something like
this,” Taunton said. “Obviously, he was
not in his right mind.”

She said she had known him since
he was about 13 or 14 and that he ran
cross country with her kids and stayed
at her house a lot. She said he lived
with his grandmother after coming out
of a “bad situation” with his parents. He
was born in Dayton, Ohio. 

“He was having some financial is-
sues and moved back home and de-
cided he’d come back to Florida to
work,” she said.

The shooting prompted a campus
alert that urged students to take shelter
and stay away from doors and win-
dows.

Police responded to a report of a
gunman within a minute, and two

minutes after the call, officers shot May,
according to university police Chief
David Perry. DeLeo said more than 30
rounds combined were fired by May
and the officers.

Sarah Evans, a senior from Miami,
said she was inside the library and
heard a man say he had been shot.
When she looked at him, he was on the
ground with blood spreading on his
pants leg.

Library employee Nathan Scott was
admitted to Tallahassee Memorial Hos-
pital with a gunshot wound and was in
good condition, the hospital said.

Tallahassee and Florida State police
confronted May just outside the library
in the middle of campus and ordered
him to drop his handgun, but he fired a
shot at them and they unleashed a vol-
ley of shots, Tallahassee Police
spokesman Dave Northway said.

Hours after the shooting, detectives
could be seen inspecting the body of
May, who was lying face down at the
top of a ramp just outside the library. A
baseball cap lay nearby. 

FSU canceled classes Thursday but
said they would resume Friday. The li-
brary was also to reopen Friday.

KATHLEEN MCGRORY/MIAMI HERALD/TNS
Students gather for a prayer vigil Thursday, after the previous night’s shooting at Florida
State University’s Strozier Libarary in Tallahassee, Fla. 

Roofs Collapse As Buffalo Clobbered By More Snow
BY CAROLYN THOMPSON
Associated Press

BUFFALO, N.Y. — Roofs
began to creak and collapse
and homeowners struggled
to clear waist-high drifts
atop their houses Thursday
as another storm brought
the Buffalo area’s three-day
snowfall total to an epic 7
feet or more.

Gov. Andrew Cuomo
begged drivers “pretty,
pretty please” to stay off
slippery, car-clogged roads
in western New York while
crews tried to dig out. Some
areas got close to 3 feet of
new snow by Thursday after-
noon.

Things could quickly get
worse: Rain and tempera-
tures as high as 60 were fore-
cast over the weekend,
raising the specter of flood-
ing and an even heavier load
on roofs, where the snow
could absorb the downpours
like a blanket.

More than 50 people were
evacuated from several mo-
bile home parks in suburban
Cheektowaga and West
Seneca because roofs were
buckling. Bellevue Fire De-
partment Lt. Timothy Roma

said more than a dozen
buildings and carports col-
lapsed, as did a metal ware-
house operated by a
Christmas decorations com-
pany, where damage was es-
timated in the millions.

Local media reported that
about 180 residents of a
Cheektowaga assisted living
facility were evacuated after
staff members noticed the
ceiling bulging under the
weight of the snow. 

Homeowners and store
employees around the region
climbed onto roofs to shovel
off the snow and reduce the
danger.

“It’s getting heavier,” said
Cheektowaga resident
Thomas Mudd Jr., who with
his wife spent several hours
shoveling 4 to 5 feet off his
roof. “It’s supposed to warm
up and we’re supposed to
get rain on the weekend,
which will make it even
heavier. So I didn’t want my
roof collapsing.”

The storms were blamed
for at least 10 deaths in west-
ern New York, mostly from
heart attacks and exposure.

With roads impassable,
driving bans in effect and the
Buffalo Bills’ stadium buried

in snow, the NFL decided to
move Sunday’s home game
against the New York Jets to
another location, still to be
determined.

Earlier in the day, Cuomo
said holding the game would
jeopardize public safety.

National Guardsmen
drove nurses to work their
hospital shifts. State troop-
ers helped elderly residents
trapped in their homes. State
officials assembled 463
plows, 129 loaders and 40
dump trucks from across the
state.

Some Buffalo-area
schools were closed for the
third day, burning through
snow days with winter still a
month away. 

A stretch of the New York
State Thruway through west-
ern New York remained
closed, with more than 300
truckers idled at truck stops
and service areas, waiting
for the highway to reopen. 

With deliveries inter-
rupted, some grocery stores
reported running low on sta-
ples like bread and milk. 

Thirty-seven inches fell
on the town of Wales south-
east of Buffalo late Wednes-
day and Thursday, for a

three-day total of more than
7 feet.

Even for the Buffalo area
— one of the snowiest and
hardiest places in America
— this was one for the his-
tory books. The three-day
total is close to the nearly 8
feet that the region typically
gets over an entire year. 

“No matter how you cut
it, this event will end up in
the top five for the Lake Erie
area,” said National Weather
Service Director Louis
Uccellini.

Because the Buffalo area
is so snowy, the building
codes require homes and
businesses to be able to han-
dle up to 50 pounds per
square foot on their roofs,
which would be about as
heavy as a slab of concrete 4
inches thick, according to
Mark Bajorek, a structural
engineer.

As anyone who has ever
shoveled snow knows, its
weight depends in part on
how wet or fluffy it is, not
just on how deep it is. But
Bajorek said some buildings
may be close to that limit
now, with more precipitation
on the way. 
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