
 Thanksgiving Day Deadlines
 The Yankton Daily Press & Dakotan will be closed 

 Thursday, November 27, for the Thanksgiving holiday.

 The following deadlines will apply:
 Friday, November 28 newspaper – Monday, November 24, 5 p.m.
 Out On The Town  –  Wednesday, November 26, 5 p.m.
 Saturday, November 29 and Monday, December 1 newspapers – 

 Tuesday, November 25, 5 p.m.
 Tuesday, December 2 newspaper – Wednesday, November 26, 3 p.m.

 There will be no newspaper on Thursday, November 27 2014.
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ISIS Recruits Kids As Spies, Fighters
BEIRUT (AP) — Teenagers carrying weapons stand at

checkpoints and busy intersections in Iraq’s second-largest
city, Mosul. Patched onto the left arms of their black uniforms
are the logos of the Islamic Police.

In Raqqa, the Islamic State group’s de facto capital in Syria,
boys attend training camp and religious courses before head-
ing off to fight. Others serve as cooks or guards at the extrem-
ists’ headquarters or as spies, informing on people in their
neighborhoods.

Across the vast region under IS control, the group is ac-
tively conscripting children for battle and committing abuses
against the most vulnerable at a young age, according to a
growing body of evidence assembled from residents, activists,
independent experts and human rights groups.

In the northern Syrian town of Kobani, where ethnic Kurds
have been resisting an IS onslaught for weeks, several activists
told The Associated Press they observed children fighting
alongside the militants. Mustafa Bali, a Kobani-based activist,
said he saw the bodies of four boys, two of them younger than
14. And at least one 18 year old is said to have carried out a
suicide attack.

In Syria’s Aleppo province, an activist affiliated with the
rebel Free Syrian Army said its fighters encountered children
in their late teens “fairly often” in battles against the rival Is-
lamic State group.

Anxieties Rise Over Ferguson Shooting 
FERGUSON, Mo. (AP) — Despite preparations for a week-

end decision in the Ferguson shooting case, the grand jurors
apparently need more time to deliberate, and the uncertainty
just seemed to feed the anxiety and speculation Sunday in a
city already on edge.

More than 3 1/2 months have passed since police Officer
Darren Wilson, who is white, killed unarmed black 18-year-old
Michael Brown after a confrontation in the middle of a street
in the St. Louis suburb. The shooting triggered riots and loot-
ing, and police responded with armored vehicles and tear gas.

Many in the area thought a grand jury decision on whether
to charge Wilson with a crime would be announced Sunday,
based partly on a stepped-up police presence in the preceding
days, including the setting up of barricades around the build-
ing where the panel was meeting.

The grand jurors met Friday but apparently didn’t reach a
decision, and they were widely expected to reconvene on
Monday, though there was no official confirmation of that.

During church services Sunday, some pastors encouraged
their flocks not to fret.

Former DC Mayor Marion Barry Dies
WASHINGTON (AP) — A controversial and tireless advo-

cate for the nation’s capital who created jobs for generations
of black families, Marion Barry was the ultimate District of Co-
lumbia politician, though his arrest for drug use in the midst
of a crack cocaine epidemic often overshadows his accom-
plishments.

The former four-term mayor will long be remembered for
one night in 1990 when he was caught on video lighting a
crack pipe in an FBI sting operation. In an instant, the then-
mayor of the capital city was exposed as a drug user himself.

Barry, 78, died Sunday at the United Medical Center, after
having been released from a hospital a day earlier. His spokes-
woman, LaToya Foster, said he collapsed outside his home.

Barry died naturally of heart problems caused by high
blood pressure, and his kidney disease was a contributing fac-
tor, the D.C. medical examiner said. Barry had a kidney trans-
plant several years ago.

Barry first made a name for himself in the South as a
leader in the civil rights movement and brought his fierce ad-
vocacy to D.C. to support the fight to free the city to manage
its own city affairs, not Congress. That legacy was remem-
bered Sunday at the White House upon news of Barry’s death.

Israeli Cabinet Proclamation Criticized
JERUSALEM (AP) — In a move likely to further inflame ten-

sions with Israel’s Arab citizens, the Israeli Cabinet on Sunday
approved a bill to legally define the country as the nation-
state of the Jewish people.

The decision, which set off a stormy debate that could
bring down Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu’s brittle coali-
tion government, followed weeks of deadly Arab-Jewish vio-
lence and was denounced by critics as damaging to the
country’s democratic character and poorly timed at such a
combustible moment.

It now heads toward a full parliamentary vote on Wednes-
day.

Israel has always defined itself as the “Jewish state” — a
term that was contained in the country’s declaration of inde-
pendence in 1948. The new law seeks to codify that status as a
“Basic Law,” Israel’s de facto constitution.

While many critics derided the measure as unnecessary,
Netanyahu told his Cabinet the bill is a response to Israel’s
Arab critics both inside and outside Israel who question the
country’s right to exist.

Boy With Fake Gun Shot By Police
CLEVELAND (AP) — A 12-year-old boy shot by police after

grabbing what turned out to be a replica gun died from his
wounds Sunday, a day after officers responded to a 911 call
about someone waving a “probably fake” gun at a playground.

Deputy Chief Ed Tomba said one officer fired twice after
the boy pulled the fake weapon — which was lacking the or-
ange safety indicator usually found on the muzzle — from his
waistband but had not pointed it at police. The boy did not
make any verbal threats but grabbed the replica handgun
after being told to raise his hands, Tomba said.

“That’s when the officer fired,” he said.
The Cuyahoga County medical examiner identified the boy

as Tamir Rice. An attorney for his family, Timothy Kucharski,
said the boy went to the park with friends Saturday afternoon,
but he did not know the details of what led to the shooting.

“I don’t want to make a rush to judgment,” he said.
The police department is investigating the shooting and

both officers involved have been placed on administrative
leave, which is standard procedure. The county prosecutor’s
office also is investigating.

Church Members Asked To Do Good
CHICAGO (AP) — On a very memorable Sunday, Pastor

Laura Truax surprised her congregation with a bold announce-
ment: She was about to hand out money to everyone.

LaSalle Street Church had received a tidy $1.6 million from a
real estate deal, the pastor said, and $160,000 — a typical 10
percent tithe — would be divided among some 320 regular at-
tendees. Each would get a $500 check to do something positive.

LaSalle, a non-denominational church, has long been in-
volved in social causes, from feeding homeless families to buy-
ing an ambulance for a medical clinic in Niger.

Not surprisingly, many donations will reach far-flung places,
including a school in the Himalayas and an irrigation project in
Tanzania. Closer to home, some checks are helping needy
friends.

Church members, Truax says, are doing just what she’d en-
visioned when she distributed the checks in September.

BY JOSH BOAK
AP Economics Writer

WASHINGTON — Presi-
dent Barack Obama’s expan-
sive executive action on
immigration is good for the
U.S. economy — just not as
good as partnering with Con-
gress on broader reforms.

Announced Thursday, the
executive order would pre-
vent the deportation of
about 4 million parents and
guardians who lack the same
legal status as their children.
By gaining work permits,
they will likely command
higher wages, move more
easily between jobs and
boost government tax rev-
enues, according to multiple
economic analyses.

“This is focused on peo-
ple who are already in the
economy today, who are
contributing mightily but are
basically operating in the
shadows,” said Raul Hino-
josa-Ojeda, a professor at
the University of California,
Los Angeles. “Their eco-
nomic potential is being held
back.”

The new order could
boost labor income by $6.8
billion, helping to generate
160,000 new jobs and $2.5
billion in additional tax rev-
enues, according to esti-
mates by Hinojosa-Ojeda.
The findings dovetail with
separate research showing
that a 1986 amnesty measure
raised incomes for illegal
workers in the years that fol-
lowed.

Still, any gains from the
executive action would be
modest in the $17 trillion
U.S. economy.

White House officials esti-
mate that the executive
order would expand gross
domestic product less than
0.1 percent a year over the
next decades.

Along with the Congres-
sional Budget Office, inde-
pendent economists say
growth would be much
stronger with a broader over-
haul that would more than
double the number of illegal
workers eligible for legalized
status, in addition to reforms
that would attract high-
skilled immigrant workers
who are more likely to lead
and found new companies. 

The Senate passed a meas-

ure last year to fix the immi-
gration system, but it stalled
in the Republican-majority
House that favored a step-by-
step approach. The CBO esti-
mated the Senate-backed
reform would have added an-
other 0.33 percent annually to
GDP growth.

The president’s order
“falls short of a comprehen-
sive reform that would have a
more sweeping effect on the
economic landscape,” said
Joel Prakken of the forecast-
ing firm Macroeconomic Ad-
visers.

More substantial reforms
could lift economic growth by
an additional 0.24 percent a
year — or about $41 billion —
for the next two decades, ac-
cording to an analysis that
Prakken contributed to last
year for the Bipartisan Policy
Center. The reforms could
also cut the federal debt by
$1.2 trillion over the same pe-
riod, increase home construc-
tion, lift wages and add 8.3
million workers to the econ-
omy.

A broader overhaul would
also create a framework for
attracting more immigrants,

which would mute the nega-
tive economic impacts of an
aging population. As more
Americans retire, the percent-
age of the population with
jobs has slipped, limiting the
ability of the economy to ex-
pand.

But the executive order
would do little to promote ad-
ditional immigration, nor
would it fully address the
concerns of technology com-
panies looking for high-skilled
foreigners.

Obama’s plan does not
raise the current annual limit
of 65,000 so-called “H-1B”
visas for skilled workers, al-
though he promised to
streamline some of the rules
governing them. Scientists,
engineers and computer pro-
grammers all earn higher
wages than the compara-
tively low-paid workers who
would be helped by Obama. 

Silicon Valley entrepre-
neur Mike Galarza knows the
issue first hand. A native of
Mexico, he described a
daunting bureaucratic obsta-
cle course to obtain a visa
that allowed him to launch
Entryless, an online business

accounting startup, last year
in Menlo Park, California.
Now he’s struggling to find
talent. Galaraza said he re-
cently lost a job candidate
with a Ph.D. in computer sci-
ence because there were no
more H-1B visas available.

“The U.S. is not welcoming
enough to entrepreneurs who
want to create value for the
American economy,” Galarza
said. “I’m glad if (Obama) is
able to help those 5 million
people, but he needs to focus
on the issue of tech workers
and foreign entrepreneurs, as
well.”

Groups such as the Center
for Immigration Studies have
critiqued the benefits of
adding immigrants, noting
that many U.S. citizens are
still searching for work more
than five years after the Great
Recession ended.  By giving
these workers legal status, it
will inevitably help their earn-
ings prospects but do little
for the rest of the economy,
said Steven Camarota, the or-
ganization’s research direc-
tor. 

But the business commu-
nity disagrees, saying they
need immigrants in order to
expand their operations.

In response to Obama’s
executive action, Buffalo
Wings & Rings estimates it
would be able to add five
restaurants to its more than
45 franchised outlets.

“For us, it’s an opportu-
nity,” said Philip Schram, ex-
ecutive vice president of
development at the Cincin-
nati-based chain.

A 2013 survey by the ad-
vocacy group Small Business
Majority showed 84 percent
of small business owners are
in favor of immigration re-
form. Owners believe it will
help them have a more stable
workforce, especially in in-
dustries like agriculture, ho-
tels and restaurants, said the
group’s CEO, John Arens-
meyer.

The obstacle has been
that jobs in agriculture don’t
appeal to people born in the
United States, so Jim Gilbert,
owner of Northwoods Nurs-
ery in Molalla, Oregon, hires
immigrants to tend to the
plants he grows and sells.

“There are not enough
people to do the jobs we
need to do,” Gilbert said.

Immigration | Analysis

Obama Plan Good, Not
Great For Economy

BY MICHAEL HILL
Associated Press

BUFFALO, N.Y. — First came the big
storm, then the big dig. Now comes the
big melt. 

Residents of flood-prone areas
around Buffalo should move valuables
up from the basement, pack a bag and
prepare for the possibility of evacua-
tion as up to 7 feet of melting snow
posed the threat of flooding, Gov. An-
drew Cuomo warned Sunday.

“Err on the side of caution,” Cuomo
said at a news conference in Cheek-
towaga. “You prepare for the worst and
hope for the best, and that’s what we’re
doing.” 

Across the Buffalo region — where
rising temperatures were expected to
approach 60 degrees on Monday —
people took that advice to heart. 

In Hamburg, Pete Yeskoot bought a
portable generator to make sure his
sump pump will keep working once the
roughly 80 inches of snow that fell on
his property melts. Possessions are up

on blocks in the basement and he has
food for several days. 

“Behind us is an 18-mile creek so
everything in the village will come
through us at some point, so we have to
get ready for the possibility of flood-
ing,” he said. “And given all this snow,
we have to expect that this is real.” 

Rain fell Sunday, with temperatures
rising to 50. It was expected to be even
warmer Monday, accompanied by more
rain and rising winds, leading to the
threat of toppled trees and power out-
ages. 

National Guard members spent Sun-
day clearing storm drains and culverts
to facilitate runoff, and shoveling snow
off roofs. 

The National Weather Service said
core samples of the deep snowpack
showed it contained as much as 6
inches of water. Forecasters said some
stretches of road in urban areas might
become submerged under several feet
of water if storm drains remained
clogged.

The melt could first cause basements

to fill up and roads to flood, but another
concern was creeks overflowing. In West
Seneca, there was already a sewer pump
stationed near Michelle Pikula’s house
along the Buffalo Creek. 

“Hopefully the rain won’t be here
until later and this will be a slow thaw,
but flooding is our major, major concern
here,” she said. 

Cuomo said evacuation plans and
emergency shelters were being readied
in case of flooding Sunday night and
Monday. As a backup to Red Cross shel-
ters, Cuomo said the state would have
shelters at community colleges and state
university campuses. 

The state Thruway, which had been
closed for 132 miles at the height of the
lake-effect storm last week, was entirely
open Sunday. All driving bans were lifted
except in Lackawanna, where snow-re-
moval crews worked to open up streets
that had become parking lots with hun-
dreds of abandoned, buried vehicles. 

Most snow-affected school districts
remained closed Monday, and at least
four called off classes for the entire
Thanksgiving week.

Evacuation Plans Readied
As Buffalo Flooding Looms


