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CDL DRIVERS/OVER THE ROAD 
truck drivers. freight from midwest to 
all 48 states. New pay program. health. 
vision, dental insurance and 401K. Late 
model equipment. Also seeking owner 
operators with late model equipment. 
Contact Safety at A & A Express LLC., 
800-658-3549.

DEPUTY SHERIFF FULL-TIME. Val-
id driver’s license. Must be 21 years of 
age. Contact Dewey County Sheriff’s 
Office for details and application. 605-
865-3330. Open until filled.

FARM HELP WANTED for feedlot 
and crops. Experience preferred. Call 
605-547-2257 or 712-551-7828 for de-
tails.

HURON REGIONAL MEDICAL 
CENTER is accepting applications for 
a Certified Clinical Hemodialysis Tech-
nician. HRMC offers a competitive sal-
ary. For further information visit www.
huronregional.org.

SISSETON SCHOOL DISTRICT - MS 
Language Arts Teacher, Start Date: 
January 5, 2015, Contact: Mrs. Tammy 
Meyer, Principal, 605-698-7613 Open 
until filled. EOE.

FOR SALE
WATERLESS COOKWARE. Heavy 
home demonstration kind. Still in the 
box. Lifetime warranty. Normally 
about $1,500 a set. Selling for $595. 
918.865.4644.
RESTAURANT EQUIPMENT OUT-
LET; New & used restaurant equip-
ment. See www.Chillmasters.biz for 
more info; 1-800-526-7105, or stop by 
showroom-see what’s in stock for you! 
Sioux City, IA.

MISCELLANEOUS
MEET SINGLES RIGHT NOW!  No 
paid operators, just real people like you.  
Browse greetings, exchanges messages 
and connect live.  Try it free.  Call now: 
1-800-958-7963.

NOTICES
ADVERTISE IN NEWSPAPERS 
statewide for only $150.00. Put the South 
Dakota Statewide Classifi eds Network 
to work for you today! (25 words 
for $150. Each additional word $5.)
Call this newspaper or 800-658-3697 
for details.
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Prosecutors Add Video To Evidence 
RAPID CITY (AP) — Prosecutors in the case of a Box Elder

woman charged with second-degree murder in the slaying of a
49-year-old man say they have a videotape that shows not
only the four hours before the crime happened, but also the
exact moment the killing occurred.

Authorities accuse 23-year-old Kelly Croyle of shooting and
killing Dick Mashek. The Rapid City Journal reports prosecu-
tors say the video remains intact even though Croyle shot at
the cameras after the incident.

Police found Dick Mashek dead at a mobile home in Sep-
tember. Authorities say Croyle at the time of her arrest was
carrying the handgun police believe was used in the slaying. 

Croyle, who has said the killing was in self-defense, re-
mains in custody. Her attorney was unsuccessful Friday at
lowering her bond. 

Johnson Raises Adoption Awareness  
SIOUX FALLS (AP) — U.S. Sen. Tim Johnson is raising

awareness about the importance of foster care adoption.
Johnson says every child deserves to be raised in an “envi-

ronment that allows them to flourish.” Johnson this month
participated in the 10th annual Adoptive Family Portrait Proj-
ect, which highlights the experiences and needs of families
that have adopted children from foster care.

Johnson has worked to expand the adoption tax credit and
was a founding member of the bipartisan Congressional Coali-
tion on Adoption. He is also the grandfather of two adopted
children. 

More than 1,500 children live in foster homes in South
Dakota. The state currently has more than 300 children in fos-
ter care waiting to be adopted. 

Johnson will retire by the end of the year.

Young Zebra Dies At Western Neb. Zoo
SCOTTSBLUFF, Neb. (AP) — A young zebra has died at a

western Nebraska zoo because of an accident during castra-
tion.

The Lincoln Journal Star reports the Riverside Discovery
Center in Scottsbluff says a catastrophic accident happened.

The zebra, named Olaf, was born earlier this year. He was
getting ready to undergo the routine procedure of castration
when the accident happened.

Zoo officials didn’t provide details of the accident. Zoo Ex-
ecutive Director Anne James says the staff is overwhelmed
with grief because of the animal’s death.

The zebra’s parents still live at the zoo.

Shopping Spree Winner Shares Prize
SCOTTSBLUFF, Neb. (AP) — When the CEO of Scottsbluff’s

hospital won a grocery store shopping spree in a raffle, he de-
cided to pass along the prize to a local charity.

John Mentgen told the Scottsbluff Star-Herald he never ex-
pected to win when he bought the United Way raffle tickets, so
he and his wife decided that someone else could benefit more
from the four-minute grocery grab.

The Mentgens donated their prize to the Pup and Cat Back-
pack program that provides backpacks of food to low-income
families in Gering and Scottsbluff on the weekends.

“My wife volunteers in Scottsbluff at Longfellow Elemen-
tary and she was familiar with the program,” said Mentgen,
who leads Regional West Medical Center. “It was really an easy
decision for us to make.”

One of the food program’s co-directors, Missi Iasillo, said
she was thrilled to learn about the prize. “His wife called to
tell me and I was overjoyed at their generosity,” she said.

After plotting out her shopping spree, Iasillo grabbed
$716.28 worth of groceries on Saturday. Iasillo took as many
items as she could from the food program’s list of needs dur-
ing the allotted time in the aisles of the Main Street Market. 

Tuna and soups were on her list because the program
often sends those items home with low-income children to
make sure they have some food for the weekend.

The raffle raised $3,000 for the United Way of Western Ne-
braska. Some of the proceeds were used to cover half the cost
of the $716.28 shopping spree, and the store covered the other
half.

BY JAMES NORD
Associated Press

CHAMBERLAIN — Record crop yields and
the North Dakota oil boom have led to a signif-
icant resurgence of rail transit in South
Dakota, and it’s Lynn Kennison’s job to make
sure the tracks are safe.

Kennison, a transportation specialist at the
state Department
of Transportation,
inspects the rail
lines using a road-
rail, or “hi-rail,” ve-
hicle, a specialized
truck that can ride
on the road and
on the tracks. His
job will only get
more important as
the state contin-
ues investing in
rail infrastructure. 

The latest is a $28 million project —
backed in part by federal grants  — to repair a
roughly 42-mile section of mostly derelict
track from Chamberlain to Presho, which has
spurred tens of millions of dollars in agricul-
tural development.

Kennison and Bruce Lindholm, project
manager for the department’s Office of Air,
Rail and Transit, showed off the project this
month to Gov. Dennis Daugaard, U.S. Sen. John
Thune and U.S. Secretary of Transportation
Anthony Foxx using hi-rail trucks. Kennison
and Lindholm have been riding the tracks for
at least a decade, searching for missing an-
chors, loose bolts and broken ties.

On occasion, the state’s hi-rail truck
shares the tracks with trains but more fre-
quently with other road-rail vehicles owned
by railroad companies doing their own in-
spections. The state currently has one of the

trucks, but Lindholm hopes to get another
for the rail rehab project.

The specialized vehicles, which look like
modified pickup trucks, are necessary be-
cause large sections of the railroad aren’t ac-
cessible by car, Lindholm said. They’re also
useful for transporting people who are walking
down the tracks and inspecting them.

“They’re very important. We have to have
(hi-rail vehicles),”
Lindholm said. “It
doesn’t sound like
that much, but
when you have to
walk 40 miles, it’s
quite a ways.”

On top of spot-
ting degrading or
broken segments
of track, “hi-rail-
ing,” as it’s called,
affords Kennison

and Lindholm a view of South Dakota and its
neighboring states typically only available by
air.

“I get to see areas of those states that no-
body else gets to see,” Kennison said. “The
thing that always amazes me is the wildlife that
you see and the reaction they have.”  

Deer frequently bound alongside the
trundling hi-rail truck, which can max out at
about 40 mph but typically goes slower. Kenni-
son said ranchers’ herds often follow behind
the vehicle because the cattle think they’re
about to get fed. Both men list seeing foxes as a
gem of riding the rails that doesn’t happen any-
where else. 

Shortly before the state and federal officials
viewed the rail project, Kennison took the hi-
rail truck past a small lake as he headed toward
Chamberlain. 

“This is by far the best part of the job,” Ken-
nison said. “I don’t care where I hi-rail, as long
as I get to hi-rail.”

S. Dakota Workers
‘Hi-Rail’ For Safety

“They’re very important. We have to
have (hi-rail vehicles),” Lindholm
said. “It doesn’t sound like that

much, but when you have to walk 40
miles, it’s quite a ways.”

BRUCE LINDHOLM

BY GRANT SCHULTE
Associated Press

LINCOLN, Neb.  — A coalition of fa-
thers and family-law attorneys will once
again ask lawmakers to change Ne-
braska’s parental custody laws, which
they argue are unfair to men.

Lawmakers have introduced bills
several times in recent years, but none
have made it out of committee. With 18
new senators taking office in January
due to term limits, supporters are hope-
ful they can win enough support to
change the law.

Noncustodial parents in Nebraska —
usually fathers — are given an average
of five days a month with their children,
according to a decade-long analysis by
the State Court Administrator’s office.
The state reviewed divorce and child
custody cases between 2002 and 2012.

The December report found dispari-
ties in how custody was divided in dif-
ferent parts of the state. In District 8 —
the Nebraska Panhandle — mothers
were granted sole custody 75 percent of
the time. In District 4, encompassing
Omaha, fathers were given sole custody
less than 3 percent of the time.

Statewide, mothers received sole
custody about half the time. Joint cus-
tody was granted in about one-third of
the cases, and fathers were granted
sole custody about 9 percent of the
time.

Nebraska remains “behind the
curve” with its current child custody
laws, said Sen. Russ Karpisek of Wilber,
who has tried for years to change them.

Karpisek, a divorced parent, said he
and his ex-wife split time equally with

their children and it has served them
well. Barring issues such as domestic
abuse, mental health problems and geo-
graphic distance, he said, both parents
should have a chance to see their chil-
dren regularly.

“I just think kids should be able to
spend as much time as possible with
each parent, as long they’re fit,” said
Karpisek, who leaves office in January.

Phone messages left Thursday and
Friday with three groups that opposed
a bill during the last legislative session
weren’t returned. Opponents said at a
February hearing that they were willing
to work toward a compromise, but they
argued the measures proposed didn’t
include adequate protections for
women in cases that involved domestic
violence.

“Provisions may encourage the
court to misread true allegations of inti-
mate partner abuse as unfriendly false
allegations and to rationalize unwork-
able and even dangerous contact be-
tween the parties in the spirit of forced
cooperation,” Tara Muir, executive di-
rector of the Domestic Violence Coun-
cil, said at the hearing.

Karpisek also acknowledged at the
time that the bill still needed work, and
said he still hoped the groups could
reach a compromise.

Currently, advocates are considering
two bills. One would either encourage
or require judges to “maximize” the
time that each parent gets with chil-
dren, while still letting the judge decide
the exact split. The proposal is mod-
eled after a similar law in Arizona that
went into effect last year.

Attorneys who are pushing for the

change say many judges are older and
defer to the way things have always
been done. And traditionally, they
argue, judges have favored women in
their rulings.

“It’s been an unwritten standard for
a long time — not because it’s good,
but because things are slow to change,”
said Chris Johnson, a family-law attor-
ney in Hastings. “There hasn’t been a
real hard push to bring our parenting
plans into conformance with what re-
search shows is the right thing to do.”

Opponents argue that such bills
could create more family fighting and a
one-size-fits-all approach that ties a
judge’s hands. Advocates for victims of
domestic violence worry that women
would have a harder time protecting
themselves and their children if a judge
forces them to work out a custody deal.

“This is not a solution in relation-
ships where domestic violence is pres-
ent, as it can create an unsafe situation
for the victimized parent,” Robert San-
ford, of the Nebraska Domestic Vio-
lence and Sexual Assault Coalition, said
in the February hearing.

A second proposal would require
courts to track how custody is awarded
in different parts of the state. Advo-
cates believe the tracking would high-
light disparities in how parental time is
divided and support their effort to
change the system. Voters could also
use the information in elections when
deciding whether to retain a judge.

“If one court consistently goes 80-20
and others are closer to a 45-55 split,
we would know,” Johnson said. “Right
now, that information is very hard to
procure, because no one tracks it.”

Nebraska

‘Shared Parenting’ Bills Loom In Lincoln

N O M I N A T E  T H E  2 0 1 4

NOMINATION DEADLINE: FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 28 
Please Mail Your Nominations To: 

Citizen Of The Year, Yankton Press & Dakotan
319 Walnut, Yankton, SD 57078

My nomination for the 2014 Yankton Citizen of the Year is:
______________________________________________________

This person should be the Citizen of the Year because:
______________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
MY NAME: ––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––
MY ADDRESS: ––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––—––––––
MY PHONE NUMBER: ––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––—––

Yankton Citizen
Of The Year

or visit www.yankton.net/coy

PRESS&DAKOTAN

Research Says
Regulations

Helping Small
Hog Farms

LINCOLN, Neb. (AP) — Re-
searchers say environmental
regulations have slowed the
growth of large hog farms and
helped some smaller ones sur-
vive.

Two agricultural economists
at the University of Nebraska-
Lincoln looked at how environ-
mental regulations have shaped
the industry in the top ten hog-
producing states.

Several federal and state laws
allow small hog farms with fewer
than 2,500 animals to be exempt
from rules that require manure
storage plans and permits.

Also, zoning restrictions
won’t allow large hog farms in
many locations where small hog
farms can operate.

One of the researchers,
Azzeddine Azzam, said the
smaller hog farms benefit by not
having the expenses of all those
restrictions.

“For regulators who are con-
cerned about both environmen-
tal quality and the protection of
small family farms, environmen-
tal regulation does not seem to
adversely affect the viability of
such operations,” Azzam and the
other researchers wrote.

Azzam and Karina Schoen-
gold both work at UNL, and a
third author, Gibson Nene of the
University of Minnesota-Duluth,
helped with the article.

The researchers said the
number of small hog farms has
declined 61 percent between
1976 and 2005, but without those
kind of rules, the decline would
have been greater.


