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Flooding Fears Easing In Buffalo
BUFFALO, N.Y. (AP) — Fears of disastrous flooding from

a rapid meltdown of the Buffalo area’s 7 feet of snow eased
on Monday, but high winds became a menace, threatening
to knock down trees and power lines.

Forecasters, meanwhile, defended the National Weather
Service following criticism from Gov. Andrew Cuomo, who
accused the agency of failing to anticipate how bad Buf-
falo’s epic snowstorm would be.

Cuomo, in the region for a sixth straight day, said state-
deployed pumps and sandbags were in place as rain and
temperatures over 60 rapidly melted the snow. Residents
shoveled snow in T-shirts against the backdrop of white
drifts.

By late morning, minor to moderate flooding was re-
ported in several creeks, but nearby homes were largely
spared, and the sewers in Buffalo and elsewhere were han-
dling the runoff.

The snowfall across the Buffalo area ranged from less
than a foot to about 7 1/2 feet, depending on where the
bands of snow coming off Lake Erie hit hardest.

Iran Nuclear Talks Extended To July
VIENNA (AP) — A yearlong effort to seal a nuclear deal

with Iran fizzled Monday, leaving the U.S. and its allies little
choice but to declare a seven-month extension in hopes
that a new deadline will be enough to achieve what a
decade of negotiations have failed to do — limit Tehran’s
ability to make a nuclear weapon.

Pushback from critics in Congress followed almost im-
mediately, with powerful Republicans saying that Iran is
merely trying to buy time.

U.S. Secretary of State John Kerry and other Western
foreign ministers defended the add-on time as the best way
forward. “We would be fools to walk away,” Kerry declared.

But a week of tough maneuvering appeared to have
achieved little more than agreement to keep on talking. Ne-
gotiators will now strive to nail down by March 1 what Iran
and the six world powers it is negotiating with must do,
and by when. A final agreement is meant to follow four
months later.

Members of the new Republican-controlled Congress to
be sworn in early next year threatened to impose addi-
tional sanctions on Iran and may well have enough votes to
overturn an expected veto by President Barack Obama.

Israel Resumes Razing Attacker’s Homes
JERUSALEM (AP) — Enas Shalodi, a Palestinian mother

of six, has been severely punished by Israel for something
she didn’t do.

A wrecking crew gutted her family’s apartment in
Jerusalem last week, tearing down inner walls and leaving
behind a thick layer of debris.

The demolition came a month after her oldest son, 21-
year-old Abdel Rahman, drove a car into a crowd waiting
for a train in Jerusalem, killing a 3-month-old girl and an
Ecuadorean tourist before being shot and killed at the
scene.

Israel says it needs tougher tools to stop recent “lone
wolf” attacks on Jews by Palestinians. But critics say the
practice is strikingly at odds with basic notions of justice,
fairness and legality in a democracy — and that it is bound
to bring on more hatred rather than serve as a deterrent.

Israel has given house demolition notices to families of
six Jerusalem assailants, including the Shalodis and the rel-
atives of two cousins who killed five people in a synagogue
last week.

Coastal Storm On Thanksgiving Menu
MINEOLA, N.Y. (AP) — A nor’easter is expected to de-

velop Wednesday along the East Coast just as millions of
travelers are heading to their Thanksgiving destinations.

“I would pack your patience,” said Robert Sinclair Jr., of
AAA New York.

The storm, forecast to dump rain along the coast and
snow inland, could cause delays at Northeast airports and
along its busy highways. Precipitation was forecast to
sweep in from the south Tuesday night into Wednesday
morning and exit the region Thursday morning.

Jeff Masters, chief meteorologist for Weather Under-
ground, said coastal cities are likely to mostly receive rain,
although he cautioned Monday afternoon that meteorolo-
gists would be keeping a close eye on the rain/snow line.

“A small deviation in the track could change things dra-
matically,” he said.

Defense Secretary Hagel Stepping Down
BY JULIE PACE AND ROBERT
BURNS
Associated Press

WASHINGTON — Under
pressure from President
Barack Obama, Defense Secre-
tary Chuck Hagel submitted
his resignation Monday amid
White House concerns about
his effectiveness and broader
criticism from outside about
the administration’s Middle
East crisis management. 

The president said he and
Hagel had determined it was
an “appropriate time for him
to complete his service.”

Hagel, a former Republican
senator, never broke through
the White House’s notably in-
sular national security team.
Officials privately griped
about his ability to publicly
communicate administration
policy and more recently
questioned whether he had
the capacity to oversee new
military campaigns against the
Islamic State group in Iraq and
Syria. 

Hagel is the first high-level
member of Obama’s national
security team to step down in
the wake of both a disastrous
midterm election for the presi-
dent’s party and persistent
criticism about the adminis-
tration’s policies in the Middle
East and elsewhere. It’s un-
clear whether Hagel’s forced
resignation signals the start of
a broader shake-up of the
president’s team; White House
officials said it was possible
there could be more depar-
tures. 

Among the leading con-
tenders to replace Hagel is
Michele Flournoy, who served
as the Pentagon’s policy chief
for the first three years of
Obama’s presidency. Flournoy,
who would be the first woman
to head the Pentagon, is now
chief executive officer of the
Center for a New American Se-
curity, a think tank that she
co-founded.

Flournoy is said to be inter-
ested in the top Pentagon job
but seeking assurances from

the White House that she
would be given greater lati-
tude in policymaking than
Hagel. Flournoy is also consid-
ered a possible defense secre-
tary for Hillary Rodham
Clinton if Clinton should win
the presidency in 2016.  

Others mentioned as possi-
ble replacements include Ash-
ton Carter, the former deputy
defense secretary, and Robert
Work, who currently holds
that post.

With Hagel’s departure,
Obama will be the first presi-
dent since Harry Truman to
have four defense secretaries.
Hagel’s two predecessors,
Robert Gates and Leon
Panetta, complained after
leaving the administration
about White House microman-
agement and political interfer-
ence in policy decisions. 

Rep. Buck McKeon, chair
of the House Armed Services
Committee, suggested Obama
consider his own role in his
administration’s foreign policy

struggles rather than seeking
another changeover at the
Pentagon. 

“When the president goes
through three secretaries, he
should ask, ‘Is it them or is it
me?”’ said McKeon, R-Calif.

Hagel has had his own frus-
trations with the White House.
In recent weeks, he sent a let-
ter to National Security Ad-
viser Susan Rice in which he
said Obama needed to articu-
late a clearer view of the ad-
ministration’s approach to
dealing with Syrian President
Bashar Assad. The letter is
said to have angered White
House officials.  

In some ways, Hagel was
seen as an attempt by the
White House to install a Penta-
gon chief who would be less
likely than Gates and Panetta
to pitch policy fights with the
West Wing. Some foreign pol-
icy experts noted the irony in
the White House ousting a de-
fense secretary who largely
played the role the president
appeared to have been seek-
ing.  

“The White House picked
him because they wanted
somebody they could control
and would be a policy nonen-
tity and they got a policy
nonentity,” said Rosa Brooks,
who served at the Pentagon
during Obama’s first term. “It
seems unfair to make him a
fall guy for White House policy
failures.”

The timing of Hagel’s de-
parture sets up a potential
confirmation fight in the Sen-
ate. Republicans, who will take
control of the body next
month, have been deeply criti-
cal of the president’s foreign
policy.

Hagel submitted his resig-
nation letter to Obama on
Monday morning after what
his advisers said were a series
of private discussions about
his future that he initiated
with Obama last month. The
68-year-old has agreed to re-
main in office until a succes-
sor is confirmed by the
Senate.

Hagel’s aides assert that he

is leaving at an appropriate
juncture. The aides were
vague about what persuaded
him to quit, suggesting that he
ultimately agreed with Obama
that the Pentagon needed a
new leadership focus for the
coming two years.

Hagel has steered the Pen-
tagon through a major review
of nuclear weapons manage-
ment, as well as reforms to the
military justice system and to
the military health system.
But his departure also coin-
cides with a period of great
uncertainty over the course of
the administration’s campaign
to defeat the Islamic State
group, as well as worry over
Russia’s actions in Ukraine,
and further defense budget
cuts.

Indeed, the current land-
scape looks far different from
when Hagel was brought in to
oversee the drawdown of the
Afghanistan war and navigate
the Pentagon through the cut-
backs. White House officials
suggested the shift in empha-
sis was behind the need for a
change in leadership. 

Hagel served as senator
from Nebraska and became a
critic of U.S. involvement in
Iraq. He forged a strong per-
sonal relationship with Obama
in the Senate and they made
several overseas trips to-
gether, including the high-pro-
file visit Obama made in the
final months before the 2008
presidential campaign. Hagel
also carved out a reputation
as an independent thinker and
blunt speaker, and Obama said
he came to admire his courage
and willingness to speak his
mind.

Hagel was the first enlisted
combat military veteran to be-
come secretary of defense. He
served in the Vietnam War and
received two Purple Hearts.

As he announced his resig-
nation Monday, Hagel said it
was “the greatest privilege of
my life to lead and, most im-
portant, to serve with the men
and women of the Defense De-
partment and support their
families.”

BY JOHN P. COYNE AND 
KANTELE FRANKO
Associated Press

CLEVELAND — A Cleve-
land officer was less than 10
feet away when he fatally
shot a 12-year-old boy carry-
ing a pellet gun near a play-
ground, and video of the
shooting is clear about what
happened, police said Mon-
day. 

The boy was confronted
Saturday by officers re-
sponding to a 911 call about
a male who appeared to be
pulling a gun in and out of
his pants. 

The 911 caller said the
gun was “probably fake,”
then added, “I don’t know if
it’s real or not.” Deputy Chief
Edward Tomba said Monday
that he didn’t know whether
a dispatcher shared that in-
formation with responding
officers.

The president of the
Cleveland Police Patrolmen’s
Association has said the offi-
cers weren’t told the caller
thought the gun might be
fake.

Police say Tamir Rice,
who died Sunday, had an
“airsoft” gun that appeared
indistinguishable from a real

firearm. Airsoft guns fire
spherical plastic pellets and
have orange tips to show
they aren’t real firearms, but
police said the one the boy
had didn’t have the bright
safety indicator.

Authorities said the boy
was told to raise his hands
and was shot when he pulled
the pellet gun from his waist-
band, though he hadn’t
pointed it at police or made
verbal threats. 

Tomba said surveillance
video of the shooting is
“very clear” about what oc-
curred, but he wouldn’t dis-
cuss details of what it
shows.

People representing the
boy’s family viewed the
video Monday, but police
didn’t release it publicly be-
cause it is considered evi-
dence and because they
want to be sensitive to the
family, the community and
the officer, who is dis-
traught, officials said.

The shooting has led to
an investigation of the offi-
cer’s use of force. 

Once the investigation is
complete, the case will be
presented to a grand jury to
decide whether any criminal
charges should be brought.

Police: Video Of Officer
Shooting Boy Is ‘Clear’

The crowd erupted in anger, converg-
ing on the barricade where police in riot
gear were standing. They pushed down
the barricade and began pelting police
with items, including a bullhorn. Police
stood their ground.

At least nine votes would have been
required to indict Wilson. The grand jury
met in secret, a standard practice for
such proceedings.

Speaking for nearly 45 minutes, a de-
fensive McCulloch repeatedly cited what
he said were inconsistencies and erro-
neous accounts from witnesses. When
asked by a reporter whether any of the
accounts amount to perjury, he said, “I
think they truly believe that’s what they
saw, but they didn’t.”

The prosecutor also was critical of the
media, saying “the most significant chal-
lenge” for his office was a “24-hour news
cycle and an insatiable appetite for some-
thing — for anything — to talk about.”

Brown’s family released a statement
saying they were “profoundly disap-
pointed” in the decision but asked that
the public “channel your frustration in
ways that will make a positive change. We
need to work together to fix the system
that allowed this to happen.”

The Justice Department is conducting
a separate investigation into possible civil
rights violations that could result in fed-
eral charges. The department also has
launched a broad probe into the Ferguson
Police Department, looking for patterns of
discrimination.

The Aug. 9 shooting inflamed tensions
in the predominantly black St. Louis sub-
urb that is patrolled by an overwhelm-
ingly white police force. As Brown’s body
lay for hours in the center of a residential
street, an angry crowd of onlookers gath-
ered. Rioting and looting occurred the fol-
lowing night, and police responded with

armored vehicles and tear gas.
Protests continued for weeks — often

peacefully, but sometimes turning violent,
with demonstrators throwing rocks and
Molotov cocktails and police firing smoke
canisters, tear gas and rubber bullets.
Missouri Gov. Jay Nixon to briefly sum-
mon the National Guard.

In a parking lot near the apartment
complex where Brown lived, about 60
other people gathered to listen to McCul-
loch’s statement over car stereos, then
scattered immediately after the an-
nouncement. Some drove off. Others
shouted that they should go to the police
department.

Just minutes after the announcement,
St. Louis County police used a bullhorn to
order a crowd outside the Ferguson Po-
lice Department to disperse, saying it had
become an unlawful assembly. Protesters
continued to hug the barricade and taunt
police, sometimes with expletives. Some
chanted “murderer.” Minutes later, four
gunshots were heard down the street.

Hours before the decision was made
public, Nixon urged people to remain

peaceful as he appeared at a news confer-
ence with the state’s public safety direc-
tor and the leaders of St. Louis city and
county.

“Our shared hope and expectation is
that regardless of the decision, people on
all sides show tolerance, mutual respect
and restraint,” Nixon said.

Some black leaders and Brown’s par-
ents questioned McCulloch’s ability to be
impartial. The prosecutor’s father,
mother, brother, uncle and cousin all
worked for the St. Louis Police Depart-
ment, and his father was killed while re-
sponding to a call involving a black
suspect in 1964. McCulloch was 12 at the
time, and the killing became a hallmark of
his initial campaign for elected prosecu-
tor.

Nixon declined to seek the removal of
McCulloch in the Brown case, but he also
called for McCulloch to vigorously prose-
cute Wilson, who had been on the Fergu-
son force for less than three years. Prior
to that job, Wilson was an officer for
nearly two years in Jennings, another St.
Louis suburb.
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WALLY SKALIJ/LOS ANGELES TIMES/TNS
A protester wipes a tear outside the Ferguson Police Department just before the
announcement of the grand jury decision in Ferguson, Mo., Monday evening.


