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Cash Cut To
Ukraine
In Rebel

Areas Risky

BY PETER LEONARD AND

BALINT SZLANKO
Associated Press

DONETSK, Ukraine —
For hours, small crowds in
Donetsk huddle hopefully
in the cold around cash
machines that never get
filled, as artillery rumbles
in the distance.

Money is running short
in the rebel heartland
since the government an-
nounced this month that
it will suspend banking
services as it piles on the
pressure. Almost all ATMs
have stopped working and
the remainder are ex-
pected to stop operating
over the next two weeks.

The move is part of
Ukraine’s plan to suffo-
cate its separatist foe,
now that its costly mili-
tary campaign has
foundered. Authorities
say they are also with-
drawing all state services
from rebel areas, although
hospital and school work-
ers in the rebel stronghold
of Donetsk say it has been
a while since they last saw
funding anyhow.

Yet if the government
of President Petro
Poroshenko hopes to turn
people in eastern Ukraine
against separatist leader-
ship, the evidence on the
ground suggests the strat-
egy may only be harden-
ing their resolve.

“What Poroshenko is
saying to us is: ‘You are no
longer Ukrainians. You
won't get pensions, you
won't get social payments.
When you croak, then
we'll stop this war against
you,” said Donetsk retiree
Georgy Sharov. “But
don’t want to go to
Ukraine and beg for their
mercy.”

The lines have typi-
cally formed in front of
cash machines belonging
to state savings bank Os-
hcHadbank, which han-
dles pensions and social
support payments.

“Even they don't al-
ways have money,” said
Donetsk resident Sergei
Smotovsky, standing out-
side a branch of the bank.
“The worst thing is that
not only can you not get
social payments. You
can'’t even withdraw
money that you earned,
your salary.”

Even though cash ma-
chines don’t work, ac-
count-holders wait from
early morning until
lunchtime in the hope
that bank workers will top
them up, but the doors to
the banks often remain
firmly shut.

Despite the unremit-
ting fighting taking place
across Donetsk and
Luhansk, the two regions
affected by the armed sep-
aratist conflict, large su-
permarkets are still
reasonably stocked.

Supplies come from
other parts of Ukraine and
customers often use bank
cards to pay for shopping.
Ukraine’s government is
now about to block bank
cards, cutting off another
means of sustenance.

Hard-pressed recipi-
ents of state benefits have
for months turned expec-
tantly to the rebel govern-
ment for cash. Crowds of
pensioners and single
mothers assemble daily
before the separatist
headquarters. When any-
body in the crowd be-
comes especially vocal,
one of the gunmen guard-
ing the building rushes to
bundle them away, accus-
ing them of being “provo-
cateurs.”
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able to set up a stand for
free.

“Usually people have to
pay a fee to be a vendor.”
Fuller said. “Whether the
vendors just want to hand
out information about their

business or if they want to
sell their products or gift
cards — it’s free. Any vendor
can come and set up their
wares. That way, they can
get exposure. It’s a free way
to get your name out there
for the holidays.”

Carolers from the Univer-
sity of South Dakota Music
Department will be another
new addition to the event to
set the Christmas vibe.

“They will be singing
Christmas carols. There will
also be hot chocolate,”
Fuller said. “The event will
be a lot of fun.”

For more information
about the Yankton Parade of
lights or to sign up as a ven-
dor, call The Landing at 605-
664-2779 or email
questmarc3@mail.com.
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owners.”

TIFs came about in the
1940s as tools to aid in urban
renewal. During the last 25
years, TIFs have become
more popular as tools in rural
areas to help encourage eco-
nomic development.

In 2002, Swenson con-
ducted a study on TIFS in
which he concluded “the law
has now become a de facto
entitlement for new industry
and housing development in
much of (Iowa) with little to
no evidence of overall public
benefit or meaningful discus-
sion of the mean costs of the
practice.”

Swenson said this conclu-
sion didn't sit well with some
people.

“I did not make any friends
with that statement,” he said.
“Cities got mad.”

He added that in the
study, he looked at a number
of areas — including assessed
residential valuation, taxable
commercial/industrial valua-
tion, jobs, population, earn-
ings and retail trade shares —
that TIFs are supposed to
help and concluded there was
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little, if any, growth in these
areas.

“What [ wanted to know
was, for every jurisdiction
that was using TIFs, the
change in their effort over
this period of time that [
measured should correlate
with positive things because
if 'm TIFing, my justification
is that I'm creating economic
activity,” he said. “And
crunched those numbers and
crunched those numbers, and
[ got correlations that were
mostly close to zero. Two
were minor. Roughly 7 per-
cent of the growth in manu-
facturing was explained by

the TIF effort - which is prima-

rily what we were using TIFs
for back then. That means 93
percent of the growth was ex-
plained by something else.”

Swenson said much confu-
sion surrounds TIFs in lowa
and in South Dakota.

“Most state lawmakers do
not have a good sense of how
TIF activities are actually car-
ried out,” he said. “There’s a
lot of confusion about what is
allowable in Iowa’s TIF laws. |
assume the same is true for
South Dakota. I've read some
of the news reports on this
and it was mostly consistent
with what I thought was going
on (there).”

Swenson said cities have

other remedies available to
them for economic develop-
ment, but that they come with
some difficulty of their own.

“Cities in Iowa, and in-
creasingly our counties, argue
that TIF authority is the most
potent and flexible mecha-
nism that they have for eco-
nomic development,” he said.
“I'm arguing that’s misleading.
Cities have lots of abilities to
do lots of things. Some of
them are hard, like asking for
approval for bonding. Our
cities can actually create a
sinking fund for economic de-
velopment using property tax
dollars to create a pool of
money for matching, but they
loathe doing that because tax-
payers say, ‘Why do you have
this pool of money here that
you're not using?”

Swenson recommended
that governing bodies should
look to the voters for ap-
proval for TIFs unless an ur-
gent need arises (blight,
disaster or other economic
devastation).

Swenson was also sched-
uled to speak in Tyndall Tues-
day night.

You can follow Rob
Nielsen on Twitter at
twitter.com/RobNielsen-
PandDy. Discuss this story at
www.yankton.net/
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to put a stop to it.”

Ryken said that on both oc-
casions, the students ad-
dressed the situation by
informing the person who was
bullying another student that
their behaviors were not ac-
ceptable.

“Many times — most times
— when a person bullying an-
other is confronted they will
say, ‘[ was just kidding,” or, ‘I
was just teasing.” What our
students recognize is that it is
not acceptable and it has con-
sequences. | am so proud of
the stand our students are tak-
ing.”

Ryken said that the school
has identified four anti-bully-
ing rules that the students
have memorized.

1. We will not bully others.

2. We will be allies and help
students who are bullied.

3. We will include students
who are left out.

4. 1f we know that someone
is being bullied, we will tell
and adult at school and an
adult at home.

“Ijust feel more passionate
every year about emphasizing
to the students that they need
to stand up to bullying wher-
ever they might be,” she said.
“We feel that the more we em-
phasize and teach our stu-
dents about bullying, the more
they will try to eliminate it and
teach others what is right.”

The program the school
has adopted teaches the stu-
dents to be allies for others, a
stance the students have
taken to heart. This year’s
theme — “What’s Your Super-
power?” — allows the stu-
dents to take their favorite
superheroes and use them to
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fight bullying.

During the program, many
students participated, and all
understood that the character-
istics of a good person - trust-
worthiness, respect, fairness,
responsibility and caring —
will help remove bullying from
their life.

Yankton mayor Dave Carda
told the students that what
they are doing at Webster is
something to be proud of, and
it is something that should be
shared not only at the school
but across the community. Be-
cause of that believe, Carda
and the city commission pro-
claimed Yankton a bully free
community.

He called upon citizens to
recognize bullying for the soci-
etal problem that it is and to
make a difference by taking
the time to get involved.

However, for the students,
the highlight of the program
was the video produced by the
school showing the students
superheroes.

“This was the first time the
students got to see the fin-
ished video,” Ryken said. “We
will post it live on the website
and they will go back and
watch it over again both at
school and at home and they
will make it part of their lives.
Last year’s video had more
than 7,500 hits. Every time
they go watch the video, it just
reinforces the message to fight
bullying.”

To view Webster’s anti-bul-
lying video, go to
http://www.youtube.com/watc
h?v=Pw6Zs5k{fFg (just a hint,
watch everything, including
the credits.)

Follow Shauna Marlette on
Twitter @shaunamarlette. To
comment on this story go to
www.yankton.net.

4

QUALIFYING YOU FOR A 20% DISCOUNT ON REGULAR PRICE* ITEMS ALL DAY LONG pxtended Hours: 6 AM - 8 PM

Uy,

DISCOUNT APPLIES TO NEW LAYAWAYS!
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THE FOLLOWING ITEMS ARE NON DISCOUNTABLE: Gift Cards,
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MEDICAL CLINIC

Lewis and Clark
Family Medicine

2525 Fox Run Parkway, Ste. 200
Yankton, SD ¢ (605)260-2100

INSURANCE

L% cihak insurance
311 Walnut St., Yankton
605-665-9393

RESTAURANTS

JoDean’s Restaurant
2809 Broadway, Yankton, 665-9884|

AUTO BODY CLEANING ELECTRICAL FUNERAL/CREMATION

Riverside Auto Body J&H Cleaning Services, Inc. Johnson Electric, LLP
www.riversideautobody-gonegreen.com Carpet Services « Janitorial Services ¢ ial * Residential » Trenchil .
402-667-3285 605-665-2571 or 605-661-9211 500 W. 12th, Yankton ntz & y

FUNERAL HOME
and Cremation Service, Inc.

AUTOMOTIVE CLEANING 605-665-5686
SERVICE
Yankton ¢ 605-665-3644

L&S Electric
Harry Lane, Contractor
Fox Run Quik Lube
2501 Fox Run Pkwy., Yankton
Garden of Memories Cemetery
L]
Wintz

665-6612 + 661-1040
665-1810
FUNERAL HOME

Brightway Electric, LLC
Hartington, Coleridge & Crofton

Serving SD & NE - Licensed & Insured
Services Center
402-254-6547 ot e

760-3505 * 661-9594
FAMILY
Federal Credit Union MEMORIALS
609 W. 21st, Yankton, SD
wintzrayfuneralhome.com .
Trusted For Geneations Also online at www.yankton.net
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920 Broadway, Yankton
665-9461
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www.amana.com
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Boston Shoes To Boots
312 West 3rd, Yankton, SD
605-665-9092

AUTO BODY

Justras Body Shop
2806 Fox Run Parkway
Yankton, 665-3929

HEATIN
& COOLING

eCarpet & Upholstery Cleaning
eDuct Cleaning

sFire/Smoke ¢Water Restoration
eMold Testing & Remediation

920 Broadway, Yankton
665-9461

665-5700 ‘s~ | Yankton Monument Co.
First Dakota ’»:_'! 325 Douglas, Yankton

1-800-529-2450 =70 | o0 oohaso

Also online at www.yankton.net

National Bank
225 Cedar St., 665-7432
2105 Broadway, 665-4999




