
BY LARRY NEUMEISTER
Associated Press

NEW YORK — Millions of
Americans across the coun-
try are marking the holiday
with lots of turkey, football,
parades and early shopping,
while many are overcoming
some nasty weather and
power outages. At the White
House, President Barack
Obama is spending a quiet
Thanksgiving with a tradi-
tional meal.

Here’s a look at how Amer-
icans are celebrating:

A MACY’S THANKSGIVING
DAY SUCCESS

Heavy security including
bomb-sniffing dogs and police
helicopters protected specta-
tors of all ages who lined the
route of the nationally tele-
vised Macy’s Thanksgiving
Day Parade, which counted
Thomas the Tank Engine,
Paddington bear and the Red
Mighty Morphin Power
Ranger among its six new
giant balloons.

Before the parade was
over, snow flurries had re-
placed drizzle as thousands
of people discovered they
could get no closer than a
long block away from the col-
orful spectacle.

“I can’t go to the front. I
can only see from here,” said
Ivan Souza, of Florianopolis,
Brazil, as he watched with his
wife and two children.

Daryl Winchester, 17, of
Queens, was luckier, snagging
a front-row spot across the
street from grandstands
where the parade began.

“This is great. It’s nice to
feel so festive for the holi-
days,” she said as she took
pictures, waved and shouted
encouragement to parade
participants.

Shannon Hampton, a Lake-
land, Florida, resident cele-
brating her 18th birthday
with a friend, said the parade
was exciting.

“My favorite part has to be
the balloons because they are
so much bigger in person
than you think they would
be,” she said.

HOW THE FIRST FAMILY IS
CELEBRATING

President Barack Obama
is spending a quiet Thanks-
giving at the White House,
where the belly-stuffing menu

featured all the holiday’s ba-
sics. He also continued a tra-
dition of telephoning
members of the armed forces
to thank them for their serv-
ice.

The first family feasted on
thyme-roasted turkey and
honey-baked ham, cornbread
stuffing and oyster stuffing,
braised winter greens and
macaroni and cheese. Don’t
forget the green bean casse-
role, sweet potato gratin,
mashed potatoes, dinner rolls
and pies.

Obama says Thanksgiving
is his favorite holiday “be-
cause, more than any other, it
is uniquely American.”

FERGUSON PROTESTS
NEAR PARADE

In New York City, six men
and a woman protesting a
grand jury’s decision not to
indict a white police officer in
the shooting death of an un-
armed black teenager in Fer-
guson, Missouri, were
arrested after they tried to
march toward the parade
route, police said. 

Near the end of the parade
route, about 50 protesters
walked down the sidewalk
carrying signs and chanting,
“Hands up, don’t shoot.”

“We will not tolerate,
under any circumstances, any
effort to disrupt this parade,”
police Commissioner William
Bratton said earlier Thursday.
“This is a national event, a
historic event. Anybody who
would seek to interrupt it
would be callous, indeed, on
this very special day.”

Protests in New York have
remained peaceful since the
grand jury’s decision. The
streets of Ferguson were calm
with the arrival of the holi-
day, in contrast to sometimes
violent protests that occurred
earlier in the week.

IN THE DARK
Power outages from a

major snowstorm forced
some in the Northeast to cele-
brate Thanksgiving much like
the pilgrims and Native Amer-
icans did almost 400 years
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OPEC Opts Against Production Cut
VIENNA (AP) — Reflecting its lessening oil clout, OPEC

decided Thursday to keep its output target on hold and sit
out falling crude prices that will likely spiral even lower as
a result.

Oil prices fell sharply on the news. Even though the de-
cision was largely expected, it showed the once-powerful
cartel is losing the power to push up markets to its own ad-
vantage.

OPEC has traditionally relied on output cuts to regulate
supply and prices. But it appeared to realize Thursday that
with cheap crude in oversupply, a reduction would only
cut into OPEC’s share of the market without a lasting boost
in prices and with others outside the cartel making up the
difference.

Instead, the move to maintain a production target of 30
million barrels a day appeared to reflect acceptance of the
Saudi view within OPEC that short-term pain had to be ac-
cepted for later gain.

The Saudis and their Gulf allies hope to put economic
pressure on rival producers in the U.S., which need higher
prices to break even. In the long term, that could help reaf-
firm OPEC’s dominance of the oil market.

Evangelicals With Gay Kids Speak Out  
By The Associated Press

Rob and Linda Robertson did what they believed was
expected of them as good Christians.

When their 12-year-old son Ryan said he was gay, they
told him they loved him, but he had to change. He entered
“reparative therapy,” met regularly with his pastor and im-
mersed himself in Bible study and his church youth group.
After six years, nothing changed. A despondent Ryan cut
off from his parents and his faith, started taking drugs and
in 2009, died of an overdose.

“Now we realize we were so wrongly taught,” said Rob
Robertson, a firefighter for more than 30 years who lives in
Redmond, Washington. “It’s a horrible, horrible mistake the
church has made.”

The tragedy could have easily driven the Robertsons
from the church. But instead of breaking with evangelical-
ism — as many parents in similar circumstances have done
— the couple is taking a different approach, and they’re in-
spiring other Christians with gay children to do the same.
They are staying in the church and, in protesting what they
see as the demonization of their sons and daughters, pre-
senting a new challenge to Christian leaders trying to hold
off growing acceptance of same-sex relationships.

“Parents don’t have anyone on their journey to recon-
cile their faith and their love for their child,” said Linda
Robertson, who with Rob attends a nondenominational
evangelical church. “They either reject their child and hold
onto their faith, or they reject their faith and hold onto
their child. Rob and I think you can do both: be fully affirm-
ing of your faith and fully hold onto your child.”

Verdict In Mubarak Case Less Resonant 
CAIRO (AP) — Amal Shaker’s 25-year-old son Ahmed

was fatally shot in the back on the “Friday of Rage,” one of
the bloodiest days of Egypt’s 2011 uprising against long-
time autocrat Hosni Mubarak. Nearly four years later, she
is still waiting for justice.

“We want blood for blood,” she said.
Her wait is supposed to end Saturday when a verdict is

expected in the 86-year-old Mubarak’s trial on charges con-
nected to the killing of more than 900 protesters against his
rule. But Egypt’s “trial of the century,” initially watched
with excitement, has largely dropped from public atten-
tion. That’s partly because of how drawn out the process
has been — with a trial and retrial — and partly because
subsequent upheaval has flipped the political narrative.

The revolutionary fervor of 2011 has been largely extin-
guished, replaced among many Egyptians by exhaustion
from nearly four years of turmoil. Many of the pro-democ-
racy activists central to the uprising are in prison for at-
tempting to protest against the new president, former army
chief Abdel-Fattah el-Sissi. Others are dismissed in the
media as troublemakers, while the police who in the revo-
lutionaries’ eyes were the hated tools of Mubarak oppres-
sion are now lauded in the press as heroes in a fight
against Islamists.

“The issue is over,” Ahmed Hani, a Cairo accountant,
said of the trial, which he like many is not following closely.
“What’s important is to improve the country, to bring it
back to its prior state, more than to take an interest in a
thing like this.”

Ebola Fight In Guinea Faces Problems
CONAKRY, Guinea (AP) — Eight months into West

Africa’s Ebola outbreak, officials and medical aid providers
say that aid efforts in Guinea still suffer from poor coordi-
nation, hampering deployments of international support to
help quell the virus.

President Francois Hollande of France on Friday is to
become the first non-African head of state to visit Guinea
since the crisis began. Hollande will take stock of the re-
sponse, cheer on heavily-burdened aid providers and help
demystify fears about a highly stigmatizing virus.

Aid actors hope that his visit also inspires increased co-
ordination in the Ebola fight.

In a contagion that has killed nearly 5,700 people across
the region, Liberia has tallied the most deaths and Sierra
Leone faces the fastest rate of expansion. That has made
Guinea’s outbreak the least urgent by comparison.

Mystery Novelist PD James Dies 
LONDON (AP) — P.D. James took the classic British de-

tective story into tough modern terrain, complete with
troubled relationships and brutal violence, and never ac-
cepted that crime writing was second-class literature.

James, who has died aged 94, is best known as the cre-
ator of sensitive Scotland Yard sleuth Adam Dalgliesh. But
her wickedly acute imagination ranged widely, inserting a
murder into the mannered world of Jane Austen in “Death
Comes to Pemberley” and creating a bleak dystopian future
in “The Children of Men.”

James told the Associated Press in 2006 that she was
drawn to mystery novels because they “tell us more ...
about the social mores about the time in which they were
written than the more prestigious literature.”

Publisher Faber and Faber said James died peacefully
on Thursday at her home in Oxford, southern England.

Faber, James’ publisher for more than 50 years, said in a
statement that she had been “so very remarkable in every
aspect of her life, an inspiration and great friend to us all.”

Ginsburg Sent Home With Heart Stent 
WASHINGTON (AP) — A Supreme Court spokeswoman

says Justice Ruth Bader Ginsburg has been released from
the hospital after having a heart stent implanted to clear a
blocked artery.

Spokeswoman Kathy Arberg says the 81-year-old jurist
was sent home Thursday and is expected to be at work
when the court hears its next round of oral arguments on
Monday.

Ginsburg was rushed to MedStar Washington Hospital
Center late Tuesday after experiencing discomfort during
exercise with a personal trainer.

Ginsburg has had a series of health problems, including
colorectal cancer in 1999 and pancreatic cancer in 2009. 

She has rejected suggestions from some liberals that
she should step down and give President Barack Obama a
chance to name her successor. 

She was appointed to the court by President Bill Clinton
1993.
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Full Holiday
Menu For
Obamas,

Plus 6 Pies
WASHINGTON (AP) —

President Barack Obama
spent a quiet Thanksgiv-
ing at the White House
where the belly-stuffing
menu featured all the holi-
day’s basics. He also con-
tinued a tradition of
telephoning members of
the armed forces to thank
them for their service.

Obama called mem-
bers from each of the five
military service branches
and participated in a con-
ference call with troops in
West Africa. A White
House summary of the
calls said Obama told
them their varied mis-
sions, from helping to
stamp out Ebola to prose-
cuting the war against Is-
lamic State militants, had
one primary objective —
keeping the American
people safe and secure.

On the menu for dinner,
there was thyme-roasted
turkey and honey-baked
ham, cornbread stuffing
and oyster stuffing,
braised winter greens and
macaroni and cheese.
Don’t forget the green-bean
casserole, sweet potato
gratin, mashed potatoes
and dinner rolls.

If there was room for
dessert, the Obamas had
their pick from among six
pies: banana cream, co-
conut cream, pumpkin,
apple, pecan and cherry.

The president prefers
pumpkin.

BY TOM FOREMAN JR. AND JIM SUHR
Associated Press

FERGUSON, Mo. — Protesters in Fer-
guson pressed pause Thursday as the
city welcomed Thanksgiving, decorating
boarded-up storefronts with some Dr.
Seuss inspiration and gathering for
church services — a stark contrast to
previous days of outrage over the grand
jury decision in the Michael Brown case.

No police officers or Missouri Na-
tional Guard members stood sentry out-
side the Ferguson police station, which
has been a nexus for protesters since
Monday night’s announcement that Fer-
guson police officer Darren Wilson, who
is white, wouldn’t be indicted for fatally
shooting the unarmed black 18-year-old
in August.

On that downtown street, beneath a
lighted “Season’s Greetings” garland,
three children used paintbrushes to dec-
orate the plywood covering many store-
front windows that was put up to foil
potential vandals. One quoted from “The
Lorax” by Dr. Seuss: “Unless someone

like you cares a
whole awful lot,
nothing is going to
get better, it’s not.”

“We thought we’d
do what we could to
make it a little more
attractive and then
try to bring the kids
into it and get them
involved in making

the businesses appear a little less scary,
depressing,” said Leah Bailey, as her 7-
year-old son Dennis climbed a ladder to
finish an orange dragon.

Since the grand jury’s decision,
protests have taken place across the
country. Most have been peaceful. But at
least 130 demonstrators who refused to
disperse during a Los Angeles protest
were arrested Wednesday night, while 35
people were detained in Oakland follow-
ing a march that deteriorated into unrest
and vandalism, according to police offi-
cials.

Back in Ferguson, Greater St. Mark
Family Church sits blocks from where

several stores went up in flames after
the grand jury announcement. A handful
of people listened to the Rev. Tommie
Pierson preach Thursday that the de-
struction and chaos was by “a small
group of out-of-control people out
there.” 

“They don’t represent the commu-
nity, they don’t represent the mood nor
the feelings of the community,” Pierson
said. “I would imagine if you talked to
them, they probably don’t even live
here. So, we don’t want to be defined by
what they did.” 

In downtown St. Louis, a group gath-
ered near Busch Stadium for what organ-
izer Paul Byrd called a “pro-community”
car rally meant to be peaceful and
counter the recent Ferguson violence he
suggested has tarnished the region’s
image. 

Byrd, a 45-year-old construction
worker from Imperial, Missouri, declined
to say whether he supported Wilson but
noted, “I totally support police officers.”
The cruise was escorted by a city police
vehicle; no protesters showed up. 

Ferguson Gives Thanks
After A Quiet Night

Thanksgiving 2014

US Celebrates Holiday
With Parades And Feasts

ROY CARATOZZOLO III/TNS

Thousands of people packed 6th Avenue in New York City to watch
marching bands, colorful floats and celebrities march along in the
Macy’s Thanksgiving Day Parade Thursday.

“This must stop” yells a protester
to the Missouri National Guard who
were posted outside the Ferguson
Police Station on Wednesday. Gov.
Nixon has been criticized for the
timing of their arrival. (Laurie Skri-
van/St. Louis Post-Dispatch/TNS)
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