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Bomb May Have Downed Russian Jet

BY JILL LAWLESS
Associated Press

LONDON — British and U.S. officials said
Wednesday they have information suggest-
ing the Russian jetliner that crashed in the
Egyptian desert may have been brought down
by a bomb, and Britain said it was suspend-
ing flights to and from the Sinai Peninsula
indefinitely.

Intercepted communications played a role
in the tentative conclusion that the Islamic
State group’s Sinai affiliate planted an explo-
sive device on the plane, said a U.S. official
briefed on the matter. He spoke on condition
of anonymity because he wasn’t authorized to
discuss intelligence matters publicly.

The official and others said there had been
no formal judgment rendered by the CIA or
other intelligence agencies, and that forensic
evidence from the blast site, including the air-
plane’s black box, was still being analyzed.

The official added that intelligence analysts
don'’t believe the operation was ordered
by Islamic State leaders in Raqqa, Syria.
Rather, they believe that if it was a bomb,
it was planned and executed by the Islamic
State’s affiliate in the Sinai, which operates
autonomously.

Other officials cautioned that intercepted
communications can sometimes be misleading
and that it’s possible the evidence will add up
to a conclusion that there was no bomb.

British Foreign Secretary Philip Hammond
said there was a “significant possibility” the
crash was caused by a bomb, and Britain was
suspending flights to and from the Sinai resort
of Sharm el-Sheikh indefinitely.

After a meeting of the British government’s
crisis committee, COBRA, Hammond said
Britain was advising its citizens not to go on
vacation to Sharm el-Sheikh, which is visited by
hundreds of thousands of Britons a year.

Meanwhile, Russian and Egyptian investiga-
tors said Wednesday that the cockpit voice
recorder of the Metrojet Airbus 321-200 had
suffered substantial damage in the weekend
crash that killed 224 people. Information from
the flight data recorder has been successfully
copied and handed over to investigators, the
Russians added.

Prime Minister David Cameron’s office said
British aviation experts had been sent to Sharm
el-Sheikh, where the flight originated, to assess
security before British flights there would be
allowed to resume.

Several British flights due to leave Sharm el-
Sheikh for the U.K. Wednesday were grounded,

leaving hundreds of tourists stranded.

Cameron’s 10 Downing St. office said late
Wednesday that the team’s preliminary report
“noted that the Egyptian authorities had
stepped up their efforts but that more remains
to be done.”

Downing Steet said it could not say “cat-
egorically” why the Russian jet had crashed.

“But as more information has come to light,
we have become concerned that the plane may
well have been brought down by an explosive
device,” it said in a statement.

Cameron had discussed the issue of
security at the Sharm el-Sheikh airport with
Egyptian President Abdel-Fattah el-Sissi, who
flew to Britain on Wednesday for an official
visit, Downing Street said.

The British disclosures were an embarrass-
ment to el-Sissi, who had insisted in an inter-
view with the BBC on Tuesday that the security
situation in the Sinai Peninsula is under “full
control.” He has staked his legitimacy on re-
storing stability and reviving Egypt’s economy.

The suspension of flights is a further blow
to Egypt’s troubled tourism industry, which has
suffered in the unrest that followed the 2011
Arab Spring. The one bright spot for Egypt has
been tourism at the Red Sea resorts.

The Irish Aviation Authority followed

the British lead and directed Irish airlines to
suspend flights to Sharm el-Sheikh Airport and
into the airspace of the Sinai Peninsula “until
further notice.”

The British acted “too soon,” said Hany
Ramsay, deputy head of Sharm el-Sheikh’s
airport.

“Other countries might soon follow them,
Ramsay told The Associated Press, suggesting
there may be political and commercial motives
behind the British statement.

“They want to hurt tourism and cause con-
fusion,” he added.

Several airlines, including Lufthansa and
Air France, stopped flying over Sinai after the
crash, but British carriers had kept to their
schedules. Almost 1 million Britons visit Egypt
each year, many to Sharm el-Sheikh, which is
also popular with Russians.

The Metrojet flight carrying mostly Russian
vacationers from Sharm el-Sheikh to St. Peters-
burg broke up in the air at an altitude of 31,000
feet 23 minutes after takeoff and came down in
the Sinai desert, Russian officials said.

The plane crash site, 70 kilometers (44
miles) south of the city of el-Arish, lies in the
northern Sinai, where Egyptian security forces
have for years battled local Islamic militants.

Stabbing Attacks Reach Israeli Heartland
RISHON LEZION, Israel (AP) — Twenty-four-year-old

lllinois Cop’s Death Will Be Declared A Suicide

shopkeeper Darya Zelenkov was working her shift in a
downtown clothing shop in this central Israeli city when
she was startled by a knife-wielding Palestinian trying to
burst in. The quick-thinking saleswoman quickly slammed
the glass door in his face.

“I'looked him straight in the eye. He had this lost look
about him,” said Zelenkov. “Until yesterday [ thought all the
troubles were ‘there.’ I thought it had nothing to do with
me.”

After years of relative quiet in major Israeli cities, a sev-
en-week burst of violence has brought the Palestinian issue
to the country’s heartland and pushed the long-festering
conflict back to the forefront of the national agenda. Disil-
lusioned by years of failed negotiations and a controversial
withdrawal from the Gaza Strip, most Israelis appear to
want to create more distance and separation from their
Palestinian neighbors rather than revive peace talks.

Ami Ayalon, a former head of Israel’s Shin Bet security
service and current fellow at the Israel Democracy Insti-
tute, said despite the fear and anger, the unrest is having
some unexpected results. He cited a recent poll showing
more than three-quarters of Israelis ready to hand over
Arab-majority neighborhoods of Jerusalem to a future Pal-
estine, in contrast to the government position that the city
must remain unified.

“People only get it when things are very sad,” Ayalon
said. “You can'’t ignore the situation. People are ready to
give up a lot just to make it stop.”

Warning Signs Aplenty For Both Sides

WASHINGTON (AP) — State and local elections across
the country this week produced warning signs for both
Democrats and Republicans as they press toward the 2016
presidential contest, now just a year away.

Democrats lost more ground in legislatures and
governor’s mansions, raising questions about the party’s
strength when President Barack Obama’s name isn’t at the
top of the ballot. Democrats still have important demo-
graphic advantages in the states that often determine
presidential elections, but the party is struggling in power
centers outside Washington that influence policy and steer
congressional redistricting.

The GOP is casting its victory in the Kentucky guber-
natorial race as a blueprint for how Republicans can run
successfully against Obama'’s signature health care law.

But the elections weren't all good news for the Repub-
licans. For party leaders anxious about Donald Trump and
Ben Carson’s lead in the GOP presidential primary, the win
in Kentucky for Matt Bevin — a wealthy businessman who
has never held political office — could be a sign that many
voters are serious about electing outsider candidates.

Party leaders are skeptical that outsiders’ rebellious
appeal will be sufficiently deep and lasting to send such a
candidate to the White House.

Protest Against Trump As Host Grows

NEW YORK (AP) — Pressure continued to mount on
NBC to cancel Donald Trump’s guest-host appearance on
this weekend’s “Saturday Night Live” as a coalition of advo-
cacy groups delivered petitions to the network Wednesday
calling for him to be dropped from the show.

The petitions delivered to 30 Rockefeller Plaza, home of
NBC and “Saturday Night Live,” marked the latest attempts
to dissuade the network from allowing the Republican
presidential hopeful to host the show, with the National
Hispanic Leadership Agenda earlier asking that NBC recon-
sider the decision.

“There’s mounting evidence that Donald Trump’s rac-
ist demagoguery is resulting in real-world violence and
physical and verbal intimidation,” Mushed Zaheed, deputy
political director of Credo Action, one of the participating
groups, said in a statement.

Trump drew fire early in his campaign when, as the bil-
lionaire developer announced his candidacy, he described
some Mexicans who are in the United States illegally as
criminals and rapists, prompting NBC to sever its Miss
Universe ties with Trump while declaring he would never
again appear on “The Celebrity Apprentice.”

“It is shameful for ‘SNL" and NBC to think that racism
can be repackaged as comedy,” said Juan Escalante, digital
campaigns manager for America’s Voice, another group
participating in the coalition.
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BY DON BABWIN
Associated Press

CHICAGO — Authorities
will announce that a north-
ern lllinois police officer
whose death led to a mas-
sive manhunt in September
killed himself, an official
briefed on the investigation
told The Associated Press.

The Lake County Sheriff’s
Office has called a Wednes-
day news conference to
announce the results of its
investigation. The official
spoke to the AP Tuesday
night on condition of
anonymity because he was
not authorized to brief the
media.

The investigation into the
death of Lt. Charles Joseph
Gliniewicz determined that
the Fox Lake officer died of a
self-inflicted gunshot wound,
other media outlets reported
Tuesday, all citing anony-
mous sources.

A spokesman for the
Lake County Sheriff’s Office,
Christopher Covelli, declined
any comment Tuesday
evening. The office said in
a statement that it would
not comment until the news
conference.

Gliniewicz’s death set
off a large manhunt, with
hundreds of officers search-
ing houses, cabins and even
boats on area lakes. Helicop-
ters with heat-sensing scan-
ners and K-9 units scoured
the area for days. Around
50 suburban Chicago police
departments and sheriff’s
offices assisted, racking
up more than $300,000 in
overtime and other costs,
according to an analysis that
the Daily Herald newspaper
published in early October.

The U.S. Army veteran
affectionately known as “G.I.
Joe,” radioed on Sept. 1 that
he was chasing three suspi-
cious men on foot. Backup
officers later found his body
50 yards from his squad car.
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Authorities said in Octo-
ber that the officer, 52, was
shot with his own weapon.
Authorities released only the
vague description of three
suspects that Gliniewicz had
radioed in. They tracked
down three men captured on
a home security video sys-
tem, but all were cleared and
no one was ever arrested.

If authorities do an-
nounce a conclusion of
suicide, then Gliniewicz ap-
parently took steps to try to
make it look like he died in a
struggle, including shooting
himself twice in the torso.

He was struck by two
rounds, one that hit his bal-
listic vest with the force of a
“sledgehammer” and another
that pierced his upper chest,
Lake County Major Crimes
Task Force Commander
George Filenko said earlier in
the investigation.
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The grave of Fox Lake police Lt. Charles Joseph Gliniewicz is adorned with a single
fresh red rose at sunrise at Hillside East Cemetery in Antioch, lll., on Wednesday, Nov. 4.
Gliniewicz died Sept. 1 in what officials now say was a carefully staged suicide.

The officer’s death also
became part of the national
discussion about excessive
force by police and he was
held up as a hero who died
doing his job in a dangerous
environment.

An outpouring of grief
swept Fox Lake, a com-
munity of 10,000 residents
located about 50 miles north
of Chicago. Signs with the
officer’s picture hung in
storefront windows and flags
flew at half-staff in honor of
the 30-year police veteran.

The tattooed officer with
a shaved head was de-
scribed by those who knew
him as tough when needed,
but also as sweet and a role
model to youngsters aspiring
to go into law enforcement.

More than 100 investiga-
tors stayed on the case for
weeks, though questions
arose in mid-September, and
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investigators began to con-
cede that they could not rule
out suicide or an accident.

One hint came when
Lake County Coroner Dr.
Thomas Rudd announced
that Gliniewicz was killed by
a “single devastating” shot to
his chest. That prompted an
angry response from Filenko,
who said the release of such
details put “the entire case
at risk.”

Gliniewicz’s family dis-
missed the suggestion of sui-
cide. His son D.J. Gliniewicz
said his father “never once”
thought of taking his own
life, and described how his
dad spoke excitedly about
what he planned to do after
retiring.

Gliniewicz had four
children.
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