
BY SUMMER BALLENTINE
Associated Press

COLUMBIA, Mo. — The 
president of the University of 
Missouri system and the head 
of its flagship campus resigned 
Monday with the football team 
and others on campus in open 
revolt over what they saw as 
indifference to racial tensions 
at the school.

President Tim Wolfe, a 
former business executive 
with no previous experience 
in academic leadership, took 
“full responsibility for the frus-
tration” students expressed 
and said their complaints 
were “clear” and “real.”

For months, black student 
groups had complained that 
Wolfe was unresponsive to 
racial slurs and other slights 
on the overwhelmingly white 
main campus of the state’s 
four-college system. The 
complaints came to a head 
two days ago, when at least 
30 black football players 
announced they would not 
play until the president left. 
A graduate student went on a 
weeklong hunger strike.

Wolfe’s announcement 
came at the start of what had 
been expected to be a lengthy 
closed-door meeting of the 
school’s governing board.

“This is not the way 
change comes about,” he said, 
alluding to recent protests, 
in a halting statement that 
was simultaneously apolo-
getic, clumsy and defiant. 
“We stopped listening to each 
other.”

He urged students, faculty 
and staff to use the resigna-
tion “to heal and start talking 
again to make the changes 
necessary.”

Hours later, the top 
administrator of the Colum-
bia campus, Chancellor R. 
Bowen Loftin, announced he 
would step down at the end of 
the year and shift to leading 
research efforts.

The school’s undergradu-
ate population is 79 percent 
white and 8 percent black. 
The state is about 83 percent 
white and nearly 12 percent 
black. The Columbia campus 
is about 120 miles west of 
Ferguson, Missouri, where 
Michael Brown was killed last 
year in a shooting that helped 
spawn the national “Black 
Lives Matter” movement 
rebuking police treatment of 
minorities.

In response to the race 
complaints, Wolfe had taken 

little public action and made 
few statements. As students 
leveled more grievances this 
fall, he was increasingly seen 
as aloof, out of touch and in-
sensitive to their concerns. He 
soon became the protesters’ 
main target.

In a statement issued Sun-
day, Wolfe acknowledged that 
“change is needed” and said 
the university was working to 
draw up a plan by April to pro-
mote diversity and tolerance. 
But by the end of that day, a 
campus sit-in had grown in 
size, graduate student groups 
planned walkouts and politi-
cians began to weigh in.

Sophomore Katelyn Brown 
said she wasn’t necessarily 
aware of chronic racism at 
the school, but she applauded 
the efforts of black student 
groups.

“I personally don’t see it 
a lot, but I’m a middle-class 
white girl,” she said. “I stand 
with the people experienc-
ing this.” She credited social 
media with propelling the 
protests, saying it offered “a 
platform to unite.”

At a news conference Mon-
day, head football coach Gary 
Pinkel said his players were 
concerned with the health of 
Jonathan Butler, who had not 
eaten for a week as part of 
protests against Wolfe.

“During those discus-
sions,” athletic director Mack 
Rhoades said, “there was 
never any talk about anybody 
losing their job. It was simply 

and primarily about a young 
man’s life.”

After Wolfe’s announce-
ment, Butler ended his strike. 
He appeared weak and un-
steady as two people helped 
him into a sea of celebrants 
on campus. Many broke into 
dance upon seeing him.

Football practice was to 
resume Tuesday ahead of Sat-
urday’s game against Brigham 
Young University at Arrow-
head Stadium, the home of 
the NFL’s Kansas City Chiefs. 
Canceling the game could 
have cost the school more 
than $1 million.

Shaun Harper, executive 
director for the Study of Race 
and Equity in Education at the 
University of Pennsylvania, 
said the black football players 
“understood that they have 
the power.”

“That is so rare,” said 
Harper, who authored a 2013 
study on black male student-
athletes and racial inequities 
in NCAA Division I sports. 
“Not in our modern history 
have we seen black students 
collectively flex their muscle 
in this way.”

The protests began 
after the student government 
president, who is black, said 
in September that people in a 
passing pickup truck shouted 
racial slurs at him. In early 
October, members of a black 
student organization said 
slurs were hurled at them by 
an apparently drunken white 
student.

Frustrations flared again 
during a homecoming parade, 
when black protesters blocked 
Wolfe’s car, and he did not get 
out and talk to them. They 
were removed by police. Also, 
a swastika drawn in feces was 
found recently in a dormitory 
bathroom.

The university did take 
some steps to ease tensions. 
At Loftin’s request, the school 
announced plans to offer 
diversity training to all new 
students starting in January, 
as well as faculty and staff. On 
Friday, the chancellor issued 
an open letter decrying racism 
after the swastika was found.

The governing board said 
an interim system president 
would be named soon, and 
board members vowed Mon-
day to work toward a “culture 
of respect.”

The board planned to ap-
point an officer to oversee di-
versity and equality at all four 
campuses. It also promised a 
full review of other policies, 
more support for victims of 
discrimination and a more 
diverse faculty.

Many of the protests have 
been led by an organization 
called Concerned Student 
1950, which gets its name 
from the year the univer-
sity accepted its first black 
student. Group members 
besieged Wolfe’s car at the 
parade, and they conducted 
a weeklong sit-in on a cam-
pus plaza.
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Missouri

School President, Chancellor 
Leave Over Race Tension
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Protesters, students and media fill Traditions Plaza during a press conference following 
the Concerned Students 1950 protest on Monday in Columbia, Mo.  

BY HAMZA AL-SOUD
Associated Press

AMMAN, Jordan — A Jor-
danian police captain opened 
fire Monday on instructors at 
an international police train-
ing center in Jordan’s capital, 
killing at least five people, in-
cluding two Americans, before 
being shot dead by security 
forces.

It was not clear if there 
was a political motive to the 
shooting spree, which also 
wounded six people, including 
two Americans. But concern 
has swirled in staunchly pro-
Western Jordan over possible 
revenge attacks by Islamic 
militants since the country 
assumed a high-level role in 
the U.S.-led military campaign 
against the Islamic State ex-
tremist group, which controls 
large areas of neighboring 
Syria and Iraq.

The unprecedented assault 
inside a Jordanian security 
compound also raised ques-
tions about the kingdom’s 
image as an island of relative 
stability in a turbulent region.

The shooting took place at 
the Jordan International Police 
Training Center in Amman, 
where Jordanian and foreign 
instructors, including Ameri-

cans, have trained thousands 
of police officers from the 
Palestinian territories and 
other parts of the Arab world 
in recent years.

The Jordanian officer 
opened fire, killing the two 
Americans and a South African 
contractor before being shot 
dead, government spokesman 
Mohammed Momani said. 
Two Jordanians were critically 
wounded and later died, he 
said.

Momani did not release the 
assailant’s name, but a former 
Jordanian parliament member, 
Suleiman Saed, identified him 
as his 29-year-old relative, 
Anwar Abu Zaid, a captain in 
the police force. He said the 
assailant’s identity was given 
to him by a senior official in 
the Public Security Depart-
ment.

A U.S. official, speaking on 
condition of anonymity be-
cause he was not authorized 
to brief the media, said eight 
people died in the attack, but 
Momani would only confirm 
five.

In Washington, President 
Barack Obama said that “we 
take this very seriously and 
will be working closely with 
the Jordanians to determine 
exactly what happened.”

U.S. State Department 
spokesman John Kirby said 
the two slain Americans 
worked for DynCorp Interna-
tional, a major military con-
tractor, in a program funded 
by the State Department’s 
Bureau of Diplomatic Security 
and Bureau of International 
Narcotics and Law Enforce-
ment. The two wounded 
Americans are also civilians, 
the State Department said.

The wounded — three 
Jordanians and a Lebanese 
in addition to two Americans 
— were treated at an Amman 
hospital where King Abdullah 
II paid a visit.

The alleged shooter’s 
brother, Fadi Abu Zaid, told 
The Associated Press his 

brother was mentally stable 
and “not an extremist at all.”

He said the father of two 
joined the security forces at 
age 18 and had been working 
at the training center for sev-
eral months. He said his broth-
er had given notice recently 
because he had received a job 
offer from a Gulf country, but 
that he had reported to work 
as usual on Monday.

In Abu Zaid’s home village 
of Rimon, north of Amman, 
about 200 relatives and neigh-
bors gathered in the family’s 
diwan, or tribal meeting area. 
They did not start the formal 
three-day wake because the 
government has not released 
the body, said Saed, the for-
mer parliament member.
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Israel Lacks Evidence In Arson Attack  
JERUSALEM (AP) — Israel is still lacking evidence to 

charge those responsible for a deadly arson attack on a 
Palestinian family this summer, Israeli media reported the 
country’s defense minister as saying Monday, in a case that 
Palestinians say helped fuel the past weeks of bloodshed.

In July, assailants, believed to be Jewish extremists, 
lobbed a firebomb into the Dawabsheh family’s home in 
the West Bank village of Duma, where four family mem-
bers were asleep. Ali Dawabsheh, a toddler, was burned 
to death, while his mother and father later died of their 
wounds. His 4-year-old brother Ahmad is being treated in 
an Israeli hospital.

Defense Minister Moshe Yaalon said a “group of Jewish 
fanatics” who want to install a “religious kingdom” based 
on biblical law were behind the attack. Yaalon’s remarks 
to military correspondents were reported by Israel’s Walla 
news site.

But Yaalon said, “We don’t currently have evidence that 
directly ties the one who carried out the terror attack but 
I believe we will get that, I hope that we will solve the case 
completely,” Yaalon said.

Israeli leaders across the political spectrum have 
strongly condemned the firebomb attack and vowed to 
apprehend the assailants. But the fact that no one has been 
officially charged months after the attack is a sore point 
among Palestinians and many cite the case as a big factor 
in fueling the current violence.

 

Obama, Netanyahu Minimize Differences 
WASHINGTON (AP) — Minimizing sharp differences, 

President Barack Obama and Israeli Prime Minister Ben-
jamin Netanyahu reaffirmed their commitment to seeking 
elusive Middle East peace on Monday, though prospects 
for an agreement between Israelis and Palestinians appear 
ever further out of reach.

The U.S. and Israeli leaders’ meeting at the White House 
marked the first time they had talked face-to-face in more 
than a year. They have long had a frosty relationship, and 
tensions peaked earlier this year amid Obama’s pursuit of 
an Iran nuclear deal that Netanyahu vigorously opposed.

Monday’s meeting was an attempt to reset ties for the 
final year of Obama’s presidency.

In comments to reporters before their private talks, 
they sidestepped their disagreement on Iran, with Obama 
calling it a “narrow issue.”

“We don’t have a disagreement on the need to making 
sure Iran does not get a nuclear weapon, and we don’t have 
a disagreement about us blunting destabilizing activities in 
Iran that may be taking place,” Obama said. “So we’re going 
to be looking to make sure we find common ground there.”

Judge Issues Gag Order In Shooting Case
MARKSVILLE, La. (AP) — A police body camera record-

ed the father of a 6-year-old autistic boy with his hands up 
and posing no threat as police fired into his car, severely 
wounding the motorist and killing his son, the man’s lawyer 
said Monday.

“This was not a threatening situation for the police,” 
said Mark Jeansonne, an attorney for Chris Few, who re-
mained hospitalized and could not attend Monday’s funeral 
of his son, Jeremy Mardis.

Derrick Stafford, 32, of Mansura, and Norris Greenhouse 
Jr., 23, of Marksville, were ordered held on $1 million bonds 
Monday on second-degree murder and attempted second-
degree murder charges, Jeansonne said.

The lawyer said he hasn’t seen the video himself, but 
its contents were described during the hearing. Louisiana’s 
state police chief, Col. Mike Edmonson, said Friday that 
“it’s the most disturbing thing I’ve seen — and I will leave 
it at that.”

Few’s condition was improving Monday, but he had not 
been told as of midday that his son is dead, Jeansonne 
said. His stepfather, Morris German, said last week that 
Few had bullet fragments in his brain and lung.

 

EU Warns Of Refugee ‘Catastrophe’  
BRUSSELS (AP) — The European Union warned on 

Monday of a looming humanitarian “catastrophe” with tens 
of thousands of people traveling through the Balkans to 
northern Europe as winter closes in.

More than 770,000 people have arrived in the EU by 
sea so far this year, overwhelming border authorities and 
reception facilities. Many have made the arduous land 
journey on foot through the Balkans in search of sanctuary 
or work in countries like Germany or Sweden.

The EU’s 28 member nations have pledged to provide 
experts and funds to help manage the emergency, and to 
share refugees among them.

But the resources have been painfully slow in coming.
“The European Union must do everything to avoid a 

catastrophe as winter closes in,” Luxembourg Foreign 
Minister Jean Asselborn said after chairing the latest in a 
long series of high-level talks on the challenge. “We cannot 
let people die from the cold in the Balkans.”

 

SeaWorld Exec Says Orca Shows To End
SAN DIEGO (AP) — SeaWorld will end orca shows at 

its San Diego park after visitors at the tourist attraction 
made it clear they prefer seeing killer whales act naturally 
rather than doing tricks, the company’s top executive said 
Monday.

CEO Joel Manby told investors the park — where the 
iconic “Shamu” show featuring killer whales doing flips and 
other stunts debuted decades ago — will offer a different 
kind of orca experience focusing on the animal’s natural 
setting and behaviors, starting in 2017.

Animal rights activists called the move a marketing 
gimmick and want the company to phase out holding any 
whales in captivity.

“An end to SeaWorld’s tawdry circus-style shows is in-
evitable and necessary, but it’s captivity that denies these 
far-ranging orcas everything that is natural and important 
to them,” said Jared Goodman of the People for the Ethical 
Treatment of Animals. “This move is like no longer whip-
ping lions in a circus act but keeping them locked inside 
cages for life.”

The Orlando, Florida-based company has seen revenue 
drop since the 2013 release of the documentary “Blackfish” 
that examined how orcas respond to captivity. It chronicles 
the case of Tilikum, a killer whale that caused the death of 
trainer Dawn Brancheau in 2010 by pulling her into a pool 
at SeaWorld Orlando.


