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BROADCAST STATIONS

 PBS
 KUSD	^	 8	 ^

Odd 
Squad

Odd 
Squad

Wild 
Kratts Å

Cyber-
chase (In 
Stereo)

Martha 
Speaks

Nightly 
Business 
Report

PBS NewsHour (N) (In 
Stereo) Å

Washing-
ton Week

Charlie 
Rose

McLaugh-
lin Group

Market to 
Market Å

First You Dream -- 
The Music of Kander 
& Ebb (N) Å

Craft in America “Mu-
sic” (Season Premiere) 
(N) Å

Charlie Rose (N) (In 
Stereo) Å

Tavis Smi-
ley (N) Å

America’s 
Heartlnd

First You Dream -- 
The Music of Kander 
& Ebb Å

 KTIV	 $	 4	 $ Meredith Vieira Ellen DeGeneres News 4 News News 4 Ent Undate Truth Be Grimm (N) Dateline NBC (N) News 4 Tonight Show Seth Meyers Daly Extra (N) Paid

 NBC
 KDLT	 %	 5	 %

Hot Bench 
(N) Å

Hot Bench 
(N) Å

Judge 
Judy (N) 
Å

Judge 
Judy (N) 
Å

KDLT 
News 
(N) Å

NBC 
Nightly 
News (N)

KDLT 
News 
(N) Å

The Big 
Bang 
Theory

Undate-
able (N) 
Å

Truth 
Be Told 
(N) Å

Grimm Adalind and 
Nick adjust to home 
life. (N) (In Stereo)

Dateline NBC (N) (In 
Stereo) Å

KDLT 
News 
(N) Å

The Tonight Show 
Starring Jimmy Fallon 
(In Stereo) Å

Late Night With Seth 
Meyers (In Stereo) Å

Last Call 
With Car-
son Daly

KDLT 
News Å

(Off Air)

 KCAU	)	 6	 ) Dr. Phil Å The Dr. Oz Show News at ABC News Inside Last Man Dr. Ken Shark Tank (N) 20/20 Å News Jimmy Kimmel Live Nightline Paid Inside Rizzoli & Isles

 CBS
 KELO	 +	 3	 +

The Dr. Oz Show (In 
Stereo) Å

Dr. Phil (In Stereo) Å News CBS 
Evening 
News

News Entertain-
ment 
Tonight

The Amazing Race 
“It’s Always the Quiet 
Ones” (N)

Hawaii Five-0 Danny 
poses as a college 
professor.

Blue Bloods Erin must 
take a case from a col-
league.

News The Late Show With 
Stephen Colbert (In 
Stereo)

The Late Late Show 
With James Cor-
den Å

News The Insid-
er (N) Å

Weather 
NOW

 ABC
 KSFY	 `	 7	 `

Jeopardy! 
(N) Å

Inside 
Edition 
(N) Å

The Ellen DeGeneres 
Show (N) (In Ste-
reo) Å

KSFY 
News at 5 
in HD

ABC 
World 
News

KSFY 
News at 6 
in HD

Wheel of 
Fortune 
(N) Å

Last Man 
Standing 
(N) Å

Dr. Ken 
(N) Å

Shark Tank A new 
recreational sport. (N) 
(In Stereo) Å

20/20 (In Stereo) Å KSFY 
News at 
10 in HD

Jimmy Kimmel Live 
(In Stereo) Å

Nightline 
(N) Å

KSFY 
News at 
10 in HD

Extra 
(N) Å

Paid Pro-
gram

Paid Pro-
gram

 KMEG	.	13	& The Doctors Å Jdg Judy Jdg Judy News CBS Jeopardy Wheel The Amazing Race Hawaii Five-0 (N) Blue Bloods (N) News Late Show-Colbert James Corden Law Order: CI Paid

 FOX
 KTTW	5	 9	 _

The Real (N) (In Ste-
reo) Å

Steve Harvey (In Ste-
reo) Å

Hot in 
Cleveland

Hot in 
Cleveland

Two and a 
Half Men

Two and a 
Half Men

MasterChef Astronaut 
Tracy Dyson visits the 
cooks. (N)

World’s Funniest “Un-
Dynamic Duos” (N) (In 
Stereo) Å

Crime Watch Daily (N) 
(In Stereo) Å

Dish Na-
tion (N) Å

Badlands 
Pawn

Modern 
Family Å

Modern 
Family Å

Badlands 
Pawn

How I 
Met Your 
Mother

How I 
Met Your 
Mother

TMZ (N) Å

 KLKN	  	 The Dr. Oz Show Dr. Phil Å News ABC News Ent Last Man Dr. Ken Shark Tank (N) 20/20 Å News Jimmy Kimmel Live Nightline Dr. Phil Å Leverage Å
 KOLN	  	 Ellen DeGeneres First Jeopardy 10/11 CBS News Wheel The Amazing Race Hawaii Five-0 (N) Blue Bloods (N) News Late Show-Colbert James Corden Paid Quincy Gallery
 KPTH	  	 High School Football Celebrity Big Bang Big Bang Mike Mod Fam High School Football (N) (Live) News at MasterChef (N) World’s Funniest Two Men Broke Middle Broke 
 KSCB	  97	 S Ade Bill Win Love- Reflec Z. Levitt Creflo D. Jewish J. Hagee Parsley Joni CFNI Lecture V’Impe Jewish Hour of Cope Life To J. Meyer CFNI Lecture Joni Room
 KSIN	  99	, WordGirl Arthur Wild Wild Odd PBS NewsHour (N) Iowa In Wash Iowa Pr’s Market Outdoors First You Dream Business Time/By Last Tango (Off Air)
 KXNE	  	 ( Arthur Arthur Odd Odd Wild Wild PBS NewsHour (N) Foyle’s War Å First You Dream Craft in America Few Good Pie Wash Charlie (Off Air)

PAY CHANNELS

 HBO	  17	(401)
“Fantastic Four: Sil-
ver Surfer”

Danish 
Girl

›››	“Blades of Glory” (2007) 
Will Ferrell. (In Stereo)

››	“Ride Along” (2014) Ice Cube. 
(In Stereo) Å

The Latin Explosion: A New 
America (In Stereo) Å

Real Time With Bill 
Maher Å

Real Time With Bill 
Maher Å

Cotto/
Canelo

Cotto/
Canelo

2 Days: 
Canelo

››	“Normal Adolescent Behav-
ior” (2007, Drama) Å

 HBO2	  432	(405) Last ››	“Godzilla” (2014) (In Stereo) Å Cotto Cotto Face Off The Leftovers Å The Leftovers Å ››	“Focus” (2015) Å U2: Innocence and Experience Live in Paris Å Real Time, Bill

 MAX	  441	(420)
›	“The 
Marine”

››	“Beauty Shop” (2005) Queen Latifah, 
Alicia Silverstone. (In Stereo) Å

››	“I Think I Love My Wife” 
(2007) Chris Rock. Å

››	“A Million Ways to Die in the West” 
(2014) Seth MacFarlane. Å

The Knick “There Are 
Rules” (N)

The Knick “There Are 
Rules” Å

The Knick “There Are 
Rules” Å

››	“Beyond the Valley of the Dolls” (1970) 
Dolly Read, Cynthia Myers. Å

 MAX2 ›››	“Lucy” (2014) Å ››	“A Walk Among the Tombstones” ›	“The Legend of Hercules” The Knick Å ›	“That Awkward Moment” ››	“Divergent” (2014) Shailene Woodley. Å “Catacombs” Å
 SHOW	  451	(435) ››	“The Joneses” (2009) (In Stereo) ›››	“Calendar Girls” (2003) Å The Affair ››	“Last Vegas” (2013) ››	“The To Do List” (2013) (In Stereo) Homeland “Oriole” A Sea Inside the NFL
 SHOW2 Akeelah ›››	“St. Vincent” (2014) Bill Murray. ››	“The Kings of Summer” ›››	“Listen to Me Marlon” (2015) The Affair ›››	“St. Vincent” (2014) The Sex Awards Å “Pound of Flesh”
 TMC	  461	(455) ››	“W.” (2008) ››››	“Boyhood” (2014) Ellar Coltrane. (In Stereo) Å ›››	“Babel” (2006) Brad Pitt. (In Stereo) Å “The Life Aquatic With Steve Zissou” ››	“Bandits” (2001) Bruce Willis. Å Jackass 

CABLE STATIONS
 A&E	  57	I Nightwatch Å ››››	“The Shawshank Redemption” (1994) Tim Robbins. Shining a Light: A Concert for Progress Shining a Light Nightwatch Å Shining a Light: A Concert for Progress Shining a Light
 AMC	  41	V ›››	“The Karate Kid” Å ›››	“Kill Bill: Vol. 1” (2003) Uma Thurman. ›››	“Kill Bill: Vol. 2” (2004, Action) Uma Thurman. Into the Badlands The Walking Dead Talking Dead Å “Raid: Redmptn”
 ANPL	  19	K To Be Announced Tanked: Unfiltered Restoration Wild Tanked (N) Restoration Wild Tanked (In Stereo) Tanked: Unfiltered To Be Announced
 BRAVO	  25	W Housewives/Atl. Housewives/Atl. Vanderpump Rules Vanderpump Rules Vanderpump Rules After TBA First Vanderpump Rules After To Be Announced Untying the Knot
 CMTV	  38	Ω Reba Reba Last Man Last Man Last Man Last Man Last Man Last Man Reba Reba ››	“Footloose” (1984, Drama) Kevin Bacon. Å I Love Cops Cops Cops Cops Raising Raising
 CNBC	  53	T Closing Bell (N) Fast Mny Options Mad Money (N) American Greed American Greed American Greed American Greed American Greed American Greed American Greed Paid Cook/Pro
 CNN	  33	Q Jake Tapper The Situation Room The Situation Room E. B. OutFront Anderson Cooper CNN Tonight Anthony Bourd. This Is Life This Is Life This Is Life This Is Life
 COM	  45	≠ South Park Å South Pk South Pk Futurama Futurama Broad Broad Broad Broad Futurama Futurama Moon. South Pk Archer Archer Triptank Triptank “Harold & Kumar Escape Guantanamo”
 CSPAN	  49	1 Capitol Hill Key Capitol Hill Hearings Speeches. (In Stereo) Key Capitol Hill Hearings Speeches. (In Stereo)
 DISC	  34	L Alaskan Bush Gold Rush Å Gold Rush Å Gold Rush Å Gold Rush - The Gold Rush (N) Å Pacific Warriors (N) Gold Rush Å Pacific Warriors Gold Rush - The Gold Rush Å
 DISN	  64	D Best Fr. Best Fr. Girl Girl Austin Austin Austin K.C. Bunk’d Girl Girl Girl Rebels Rebels Bunk’d Girl Liv-Mad. K.C. Austin Austin ANT Shake It
 DISXD	  65	(103) Marvel Droid Yo-Kai Star-For. Gamer’s Gamer’s Gamer’s Gamer’s Kirby Kirby Kirby Kirby Kirby Kirby Guardi Marvel Lab Rats: Bio. Lab Rats: Bio. Gravity Gravity
 E!TV	  51	Æ Sex-City Sex-City Sex-City Sex-City Sex-City Sex-City E! News (N) Å Botched Å Botched Å Soup Soup E! News (N) Å Soup Donny! Girls Girls
 ENC	  400	(480) ››	“Deliver Us From Evil” ››	“Legends of the Fall” (1994) Brad Pitt. Å ›››	“Starman” (1984) Jeff Bridges. ››	“Step Up” (2006) Channing Tatum. ››	“Alien vs. Predator” ››	“Deliver Us From Evil”
 ESPN	  28	8 NFL Live Question Around Pardon SportsCenter (N) (Live) Å NBA NBA Basketball: Spurs at Pelicans NBA Basketball: Bulls at Warriors SportsCenter (N) SportsCenter (N)
 ESPN2	  29	9 ATP Tennis College Basketball: 2K Classic College Basketball 2K Classic -- Duke vs. VCU. (N) College Football Air Force at Boise State. (N) (Live) Å SportCtr NBA College Football
 EWTN	  74	± Catholic Cross Grandp. The Poor News Christian Daily Mass - Olam Life on the Rock News Rosary The Mercy Bridegrm Women Daily Mass - Olam Life on the Rock News The 
 FAM	  62	H ››	“The Lizzie McGuire Movie” (2003) ›››	“Freaky Friday” (2003, Comedy) ›››	“The Hunger Games” (2012) Jennifer Lawrence. The 700 Club Å ››	“Hocus Pocus” (1993) Bette Midler. Paid Paid
 FOOD	  56	? Top 5 Top 5 Top 5 Top 5 Diners Diners Diners Diners Guy’s Big Bite (N) Diners Diners Diners Diners Diners Diners Diners Diners Diners Diners Diners Diners
 FS1	  63	< NASCAR Racing UFC Weigh-In (N) (Live) Å UFC Setup NASCAR Racing FOX Sports Live (N) Countdown Sports Countdown FOX Sports Live (N) Sports
 FX	  23	X Anger Anger Two Men Two Men ›››	“The Croods” (2013, Comedy) ›››	“Despicable Me 2” (2013) ›››	“Despicable Me 2” (2013) ›››	“The Mask” (1994) Jim Carrey. ›››	“The Mask”
 FXNWS	  50	P Neil Cavuto The Five (N) Special Report Greta Van Susteren The O’Reilly Factor The Kelly File (N) Hannity (N) The O’Reilly Factor The Kelly File Hannity Greta Van Susteren
 FSN	  35	; Due Rooster Equestrian Minne UEFA 3 Wide Wolves NBA Basketball: Pistons at Timberwolves Wolves Jerry Kill Vikings Vikings Wolves NBA Basketball: Pistons at Timberwolves
 GOLF	  55	(310) LPGA Tour Golf Central PGA Tour Golf RSM Classic, Second Round. PGA Tour Golf Australian Masters, Third Round. From Melbourne. (N) (Live) Golf Golf
 HALL	  22	A “Help for the Holidays” (2012, Fantasy) “A Holiday Engagement” (2011) “I’m Not Ready for Christmas” (2015) “Best Christmas Party Ever” (2014) “One Starry Christmas” (2014) “Christmas Wed”
 HGTV	  54	B Beach Beach Beach Beach Beach Beach Beach Beach Tiny Tiny Luxury Tiny Hunters Hunt Intl Hunters Hunt Intl Luxury Tiny Hunters Hunt Intl Hunters Hunt Intl
 HIST	  46	O American Pickers American Pickers Stories from the Road to Freedom Å Shining a Light: A Concert for Progress American Pickers American Pickers Shining a Light: A Concert for Progress American Pickers
 LIFE	  58	= “Whitney” (2015) Yaya DaCosta. Å “Tyler Perry’s the Family That Preys” Shining a Light: A Concert for Progress “With This Ring” (2015) Jill Scott. Å Shining a Light: A Concert for Progress “With This Ring”
 MSNBC	  66	R MSNBC Live MTP Daily (N) MSNBC Live (N) Hardball Matthews All In With Chris Rachel Maddow Lockup Lockup Lockup: Raw Lockup Candy Heiress
 NGEO	  108	(152) Breakthrough Wild Spaces Grand Canyon StarTalk Breakthrough Brain Games Brain Games Brain Games Brain Games Breakthrough StarTalk
 NICK	  32	E Sponge. Sponge. Alvinnn!!! Alvinnn!!! Nicky Henry Thunder Sponge. Harvey Pig Goat Full H’se Full H’se Full H’se Full H’se Friends Friends Friends Friends Prince Prince Prince Prince
 RFDTV	  	 (131) Farmwk. Country Big Joe Polka Nashville Porter Jimmy Rural Family Reunion Reporter TruCoun Magnus Roping Cowboy Rural Family Reunion Reporter Virginia Paid Paid
 SPIKE	  30	¨ Cops Cops Cops Jail Å Cops Cops Cops Cops Cops Cops Bellator MMA Live (N) (In Stereo Live) Cops Cops Cops Jail Å Jail Å Jail Å Jail Å Jail Å
 STARZ	  417	(465) Big Hero “Pirates of the Caribbean: Dead Man’s Chest” ›	“Taxi” (2004) Queen Latifah. Å ››	“Big Game” (2014) Å Ash- “Pirates of the Caribbean: Dead Man’s Chest” ›	“Taxi” (2004) Å
 SYFY	  44	N ›	“6 Souls” (2010) ››	“The Omen” (2006) Liev Schreiber. Å ››	“Orphan” (2009, Horror) Vera Farmiga. Å Z Nation (N) Å Haven Å Z Nation Å ›	“Silent Hill: Revelation” (2012) Å
 TBS	  36	Y Friends Friends Friends Friends Seinfeld Seinfeld Seinfeld Seinfeld Broke Broke Broke Broke ››	“The House Bunny” (2008) Å Cougar Cougar ››	“Funny People” (2009) Å
 TCM	  76	U ››	“Big Jake” (1971) Å ›››	“The Wings of Eagles” (1957) John Wayne. “The Hunchback of Notre Dame” (1939) ››››	“The Quiet Man” (1952) John Wayne. ››	“At Sword’s Point” Å “Sinbad the Sailor”
 TLC	  43	M Say Yes Say Yes Say Yes Say Yes Say Yes Say Yes Say Yes Say Yes Say Yes Say Yes Say Yes Say Yes 90 Day Say Yes Say Yes Say Yes Say Yes Say Yes Say Yes Say Yes Say Yes Say Yes
 TNT	  37	[ Bones Å Bones Å ››	“Resident Evil: Retribution” (2012) ›››	“The Lord of the Rings: The Fellowship of the Ring” (2001) Elijah Wood. ››	“Cowboys & Aliens” (2011) “Resident Evil”
 TOON	  42	F Regular Regular Gumball Gumball Teen Teen Adven Adven Adven Adven King/Hill Cleve Fam Guy Fam Guy Jesus Tim Face Aqua Superjail Fam Guy Jesus Tim
 TRAV	  24	J Ghost Adventures Mysteries-Museum Mysteries-Museum Mysteries-Museum Mysteries-Museum Mysteries-Museum Mysteries-Museum Mysteries-Museum Mysteries-Museum Mysteries-Museum Mysteries-Museum
 TRUTV	  52	Ø Pawn Pawn Jokers Jokers Jokers Jokers Jokers Jokers Jokers Jokers Jokers Jokers Boxing (N) (Live) Jokers Jokers Jokers Jokers Boxing
 TVLND	  47	G Bonanza Gilligan Gilligan Facts Facts Facts Facts ›››	“Breakfast Club” (1985) Emilio Estevez. King King King King Chris Chris Chris Mother Mother
 UNI	  	 µ El Gordo y la Flaca Primer Impacto (N) Hotel Notic. Muchacha Antes Muerta que Pasión y Poder (N) Creo/los Hombres Impacto Noticiero Contacto Deportivo Corona de lágrimas Alma Hotel
 USA	  31	Z Law & Order: SVU Law & Order: SVU Law & Order: SVU Law & Order: SVU Law & Order: SVU Law & Order: SVU Satisfaction (N) The Royals Å Law & Order: SVU Satisfaction Å “Love Happens”
 VH1	  39	º Ink Love & Hip Hop ››	“Nothing to Lose” (1997) Martin Lawrence. ›	“Big Daddy” (1999) Adam Sandler. ››	“The Dilemma” (2011) (In Stereo) ›	“Big Daddy” (1999) Adam Sandler. Saturday Night Live
 WE	  124	> House “Selfish” House “Unwritten” CELEBrations CELEBrations CELEBrations CELEBrations CELEBrations CELEBrations CELEBrations CELEBrations CELEBrations
 WGN	  	 2 Blue Bloods Å Blue Bloods Å Blue Bloods Å Person of Interest Person of Interest Person of Interest Person of Interest Mother Mother Mother Mother Parks Parks Rules Rules
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LOS ANGELES — Long 
before its Christmas Day 
release, the fact-based film 
“Concussion” was generating 
speculation and even potential 
controversy. Would the movie 
— about the NFL’s handling 
of football’s head-injury crisis 
— pull punches in how it ad-
dressed the topic?

And if it didn’t, could 
it alter perceptions of the 
country’s dominant sports 
pastime?

On Tuesday night at AFI 
Fest, “Concussion” made an 
early statement on those is-
sues when it screened for the 
public for the first time. While 
the jury is out on how the film, 
which stars Will Smith and 
is backed by Sony Pictures, 
will echo in a nation obsessed 
with all things pigskin, the 
answer to the first question 
was resolute: The film does 
not hold back.

That position was encap-
sulated by its director, the 
journalist-turned-filmmaker 
Peter Landesman, who in 
an interview with The Times 
after the screening said of the 
NFL, “Not to sound dramatic, 
but they have death on their 
hands.”

“Concussion” explores 
the 21st-century discovery of 
chronic traumatic encephalop-
athy, a disease now believed 
to afflict scores of former NFL 
players, including the late 
San Diego Charger star Junior 
Seau. The condition results 
from repeated blows to the 
head and can include a range 
of debilitating cognitive and 
emotional symptoms. One of 
its most insidious features is 
that it cannot be detected by 
traditional scans and in fact 
is only fully diagnosed after 
death.

Shedding a light on all 
this is Bennet Omalu (Smith), 
a Nigerian-born forensic pa-
thologist in Pittsburgh who, in 
2002, notices a strange set of 
medical circumstances while 
performing an autopsy on 
former Steelers offensive line-
man Mike Webster, who had 
committed suicide. That soon 
sets Omalu off on a research 
path that unearths more such 
cases, discovered after their 
sufferer also takes his own life.

Needless to say, the doctor 
quickly runs afoul of the NFL, 
which seeks, as Omalu’s boss 
and research partner Cyril 
Wecht (Albert Brooks) says, 
to “bury” them. Discrediting 
Omalu’s research is the least 
of the league’s measures, ac-
cording to the movie, which 
implies that the league played 
a role in the FBI investigating 

Wecht and even tormented 
Omalu’s family.

If you’re waiting for the 
film to give the NFL a pass or a 
small moment of redemption, 
it never comes. Instead, NFL 
figures are shown as shadowy 
figures who stop at nothing to 
protect their interests. There 
are repeated comparisons 
between the league and Big 
Tobacco, the film equating the 
industries in their allegedly 
suppressing evidence that 
their product is deadly.

The NFL has made no com-
ment on the movie. But its po-
sition has long been that it has 
taken the necessary steps to 
address these health concerns 
via such action as a so-called 
“concussion protocol” that 
requires players to pass a long 
series of tests before retaking 
the field after a sharp blow to 
the head.

The issue of the NFL’s 
relationship to “Concussion” 
came to the fore several 
months ago with reports that 
the movie had been changed 
to placate the league. If such 
changes were considered, 
they did not appear to make 
their way into the finished 
film. “I’m thinking if this is 
‘caved,’ jeez, I’d like to think of 
what the other film” would be, 
Brooks said at the screening.

Landesman said he did 
not meet with the NFL — he 
canceled a scheduled meeting 
with a top executive at the 
last moment because he felt it 
would help the NFL more than 
it would him — and Sony has 
maintained that it has been 
unbowed by the possibility of 
any league reprisal. The stu-
dio, which greenlit the movie 
after many of its competitors 
passed, is one of the few 
corporate-owned Hollywood 
entities not to have a business 
relationships with the NFL.

The head-trauma publicity 
is just one front on which the 
league has fought. The NFL 
has endured a series of public 
relations nightmares, the 
latest of which are revelations 
of photos of graphic bruises 
on Nicole Holder allegedly 
caused by her ex-boyfriend, 
Dallas Cowboys star Greg 
Hardy.

The bad press does not 
seem to be dissuading fans. 
NFL ratings continue their 
robust performance; “Sunday 
Night Football,” the game’s 
crown-jewel telecast, is aver-
aging a whopping 23.6 million 
viewers halfway through the 
season, a 10 percent jump 
over last year. The popularity 
is high even in non-NFL mar-
kets; it was not lost on some 
viewers that “Concussion” 
was debuting even as news 
broke of Robert Iger becoming 

involved in Los Angeles’ bid 
to lure one or more NFL teams 
to the Southern California 
market.

Indeed, the game seems 
not only immune to off-field 
drama but may even be 
helped by it; Sunday’s game 
which featured Hardy’s Cow-
boys, was up about 25 percent 
over last year’s matchup on 
the same weekend between 
the Ravens and Steelers 
despite those teams sporting 
a far better collective record 
at the time the contest took 
place.

How many of those fans 

— they of course also include 
the millions who play fantasy 
football — will see a movie or 
be amenable to its message 
as a morally complicit sport 
remains to be seen; after all, 
much of the information in it 
has been known for years and 
documented in journalistic 
outlets.

Key to Sony’s marketing 
efforts is Smith, a movie star 
with the mainstream popular-
ity to deliver its message in a 
wider way. The actor has been 
candid, if not quite as direct 
as Landesman, in expressing 
criticism of the NFL.

“For me it was really con-
flicting,” he told the audience 
after the AFI screening, noting 
his son’s status as a former 
high-school football player 
in Los Angeles. Smith said 
he thought about not getting 
involved due to his love of the 
game but ultimately felt com-
pelled to make the movie as 
an educational tool of sorts.

“I watched my son play 
football for four years and I 
didn’t know. I didn’t know,” he 
repeated. “That became our 
quest: to deliver the truth. 
People have to know.”

Landesman said he’s not 

actively trying to change per-
ceptions, and is skeptical he 
could anyway, at least in the 
immediate term.

“Most fans will see this 
movie and understand there’s 
a real problem, an insoluble 
problem, but also like the 
bloodlust and will go back to 
watching,” he said.

He said he does believe 
that in the years to come the 
issue of head injuries will chip 
away at interest fans have in 
watching — and parents have 
in children playing — the 
game of football.

 

‘Concussion’ Doesn’t Hold Back On NFL’s Head-Injury Crisis


