
This limited time o�er is available to new and qualifying customers adding Cable TV and/or Internet service only. O�er and services not available in 
all areas and some restrictions apply. Price does not include taxes, franchise fee, broadcast retransmission or other fees. Number of available channels 
may vary by area. An HDTV, HD Receiver and HD cabling is required to view HD programming. DVR ($16/mo.), HD Receiver ($8/mo.) and Digital Receiver 
($4/mo.) will return to monthly rate once promotional pricing has expired. Each premium package (HBO,® Cinemax,® Showtime,® The Movie Channel™) is 
valued at $16.00 per package/month. After expiration, the premium package selected will be billed at a retail rate. Half o� second piece of equipment o�er 
excludes TiVo® Minis, Standard/HD Digital Adapters and Cable Cards. Customer is responsible for modem purchase or lease required for Midco Xstream® 
service. Modem lease price is $3/month for standard modem or $5/month for wireless. DOCSIS 3.0 modem is required in order to connect multiple devices 
(up to 100). Actual Internet speeds may vary depending on your computer or mobile device’s capacity, the amount of devices accessing the Internet at 
once and web tra�c. Speeds may also be impacted by third party equipment (such as your router). A $9.95 installation fee applies to the Preferred Cable 
& Internet Bundle. A $19.95 installation fee applies for Midco Xstream 1.0 service. Midco Xstream 1.0 is the level of service included with all Midcontinent 
Communications promotions featuring Internet. Regular monthly retail price for Midco Xstream 1.0: $49.95. Regular monthly retail price for the Preferred 
Cable & Internet Bundle: $114.90. All services are per month unless otherwise indicated. Limited time o�er. 

Internet Only

$3495
per mo. for first 12 mos.

$39.95 per mo. for second 12 mos. 

Cable + Internet

$89
per mo. for first 12 mos. 

$99 per mo. for second 12 mos.

It’s a great time to bring home Midco Xstream® 1.0 – featuring up to 60 Mbps 
downloads. Even better, pair it with Preferred Cable with up to 200 channels.

Your devices are about to get a whole lot happier.     

Click HappiestDevices.com  
or Call 1.800.888.1300

HAPPY STARTS 

HERE 

Let’s get started!

Please join us!  
Avera Sacred Heart Hospital is hosting a  

public open house for the new Dialysis Unit

15-ASCH-6427

Dialysis Unit Open House 

501 Summit St.
Yankton, SD 57078 

605-668-8000

Thursday, Nov. 19
4 – 6 p.m. 

A short program and ribbon 
cutting will take place at 4 p.m. 

Tours • Snacks • Refreshments

Please use hospital  
main entrance.
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plans available with it, said 
Grassrope. The extra atten-
tion is important for another 
reason.

“Avera and Sanford 
hospitals are a part of the 
ACA, but Dakotacare opted 
out,” she said. “That’s why 
I encourage all clients, 
whether they have a plan for 
2016 or not, to renew every 
year, to see if the plan they 
had before is still available. 
If they stay with Dakotac-
are, they will lose their tax 
credits because it’s opting 
out of the Health Insurance 
Marketplace.”

To apply for ACA 
healthcare, clients will need 
personal information like 
their home address, proof 
of employment and income, 
Social Security numbers for 
all members of the house-
hold, workplace insurance 
information if available and, 
if from another country, doc-
ument information of legal 
immigration. They will also 
need an estimate of what 
their household income will 
be in 2016.

CHAD created the system 
of certified navigators to 
help people better under-
stand the ACA and how it 

works.
“When the ACA became 

law, it was something new 
and people didn’t have much 
knowledge of it,” Grassrope 
said. “They hired navigators 
like myself to help people 
navigate through the process 
of signing up the ACA from 
start to finish.”

She emphasized that 
the navigator services are 
free and provide unbiased 
services to clients.

“We don’t sell insurance. 
We’re just helping people 
find out what is the best pos-
sible insurance plan for them 
and their families,” she said. 
“We show them an apples-
to-apples comparison of 
healthcare plans and narrow 
it down based on facts.

“It can be intimidating for 
someone to go to the Health 
Insurance Marketplace and 
not know how to answer cer-
tain questions,” she added.

Last year, 17,000 people 
in South Dakota signed up 
in the ACA, and Grassrope 
hopes that number will grow.

“Any amount of people 
we sign up means they’re 
having quality healthcare 
that wasn’t available to them 
before the ACA became 
law,” she said. “A lot of 
people I work with are self-
employed and/or farmers, 
who wouldn’t have qualified 
to get cheap insurance and 

couldn’t get any from an em-
ployer. I hear them say a lot 
of times, ‘I never would have 
been able to get this without 
the ACA.’”

Grassrope hopes to draw 
more people’s attention to 
the ACA, including American 
Indians and Alaskan natives. 

“Not a lot of them know 
they can get coverage,” she 
said. “If their income is at 
the federal poverty level, 
they can enroll in something 
that will cost them nothing 
other than their monthly 
premium.”

She added that people 
part of the Indian Health Ser-
vices can still use their plan 
through that in addition to 
their ACA healthcare plan.

Grassrope credits the sup-
port of the Sanford and Avera 
systems for helping the ACA 
to thrive in South Dakota.

“Avera in Yankton has 
been supportive in partnering 
with us so their clients can be 
helped with having a medical 
plan,” she said. “People can 
visit me while I’m there to set 
up an enrollment appoint-
ment or get ACA informa-
tion.”

For more information 
about the ACA, visit health-
care.gov.

Follow @ReillyBiel on 
Twitter. 
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1 percent of all bats actually 
have rabies.”

Kempena said interaction 
between humans and bats 
tends to become more of a 
problem in the summer.

“Where it becomes an 
issue with humans is that, 
during the summer, females 
will congregate in maternity 
roosts to give birth and rear 
their young,” she said. “Some-
times, those maternity roosts 
are in buildings that have 
appropriate temperatures 
like warmer temperatures in 
the attic. … A lot of times, an 
individual bat will get into the 
living quarters, not on pur-
pose, and that’s one way of 
human and bat interaction.”

She added that it’s difficult 
to detect a bat bite.

“You might not know that 
you’ve been bitten by a bat,” 
she said. “They’ve got small 
teeth. In addition, if you’ve 
been sleeping or you’ve got a 
small child in the room, that 
person or that child might 
not realize that they’ve been 
bitten.”

She said in these cases, 
efforts are made to catch the 
bat and test it for rabies.

“Based on the chance 
that you might contract the 
disease, typically in that 
instance, the bat is captured 
and tested for rabies,” she 
said. “You can’t tell if the bat 
has rabies just by looking at 
it.”

Nick Hill, disease surveil-
lance manager with the South 
Dakota Department of Health, 
told the Press & Dakotan that 
the number of events of con-
tact requiring examination is 
low in the state, but people 
should still be aware.

“As far as contact is 
concerned and the need for 

follow-up and treatment, 
we’re probably seeing a 
below-average year,” Hill said. 
“However, we’re always need-
ing to maintain a high level of 
awareness for that potential 
so that people who do have 
actual exposures are aware 
and do seek healthcare so 
they are protected.”

Hill said the department 
tends to receive close to a 
dozen reports each year of 
bat-human contact.

Kempena added that while 
bats have a reputation of 
being scary, the risks are very 
low and the creatures are 
very beneficial to the area.

“Contracting rabies from 
a skunk or a dog is more 
likely than contracting rabies 
from a bat, but there is still a 
health risk,” she said. “Bats 
are often misunderstood. 
They’re not as bad or as 
scary as a lot of people 
think. All of the bats in South 
Dakota perform an important 
ecological service by eating 
insects. They’re not blind, 
they don’t suck blood here.”

Hill said the rarity of 
transfering rabies from bats 
to humans is due to public 
knowledge.

“We have not had a human 
rabies case since the early 
’70s,” he said. “I think that’s 
partly attributed to a high de-
gree of knowledge the public 
has and medical providers 
have with regard to the risk 
of rabies.”

Kempena said around 13 
known species of bats regu-
larly inhabit the state, with 
three species which migrate 
out of state for the winter. Big 
brown bats, little brown bats, 
silver-haired bats, hoary bats 
and eastern red bats tend to 
be the most prominent types 
in the region.

She added that relatively 
little is known about popula-
tions or the species them-
selves.

“Bats in South Dakota are 

a group of species we don’t 
have a lot of information on,” 
she said. “We’ve done re-
search and we’re doing some 
monitoring.”

Kempena said with the 
available research, the GF&P 
has noticed the number of 
bats trending downwards.

“Over the last two or three 
decades, from the research 
and work that has been done 
in South Dakota, we can’t get 
any population estimates 
like with other species in 
South Dakota like ring-necked 
pheasants and white-tailed 
deer,” she said. “In general, 
we’ve seen overall declines 
of bats in South Dakota. 
However, (with) those three 
species that are migratory, 
there could be peaks in activ-
ity that could be mistaken for 
peaks in actual population 
numbers.”

Kempena said it’s easy to 
remove bats and keep them 
out of buildings.

“It’s relatively simple to 
get an individual bat out,” she 
said. “Just close all but the 
doors and windows leading to 
the outside and hopefully the 
bat will fly out on its own,” 
she said. “Or, wearing gloves, 
you can capture the bat using 
a box or a coffee can. Cover 
the bat and slide in a piece 
of paper or cardboard and 
carry the bat outside and put 
it in an area away from (other 
humans).”

As for keeping them out, 
Hill said there’s a number of 
precautions people can take.

“People should have prop-
er barriers in their home to 
preclude bats from inhabiting 
the home environment,” he 
said. “Keep screens repaired 
so that bats aren’t going to be 
flying indoors when it’s a little 
cool outside and it’s warmer 
indoors.”

Follow @RobNielsenPandD 
on Twitter.
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ARMOUR (AP) — A fire 
that destroyed a hoop barn 
near Armour has been 
deemed suspicious.

The Daily Republic 
reports the barn that burned 
Thursday morning was 
owned by Doug Luebke, who 
also owns an under-con-
struction hog barn that was 
vandalized Wednesday.

A hoop barn is a building 
with a tarp covering metal 
framework. The Douglas 
County Sheriff’s Office says 
Luebke’s barn housed 350 
1,000-pound square hay 
bales and two tractors. The 
machinery had only minor 
damage. Luebke estimated 
total damage at about 
$60,000.

The fire’s cause wasn’t 
immediately determined, 
but Deputy Brandon Wingert 
says the blaze is suspicious. 
Local, state and federal au-
thorities are investigating.

In the vandalism incident, 
someone drove a stolen 
tractor that was pulling a tile 
plow down the center of a re-
cently poured concrete floor.

Couple Preserves Sarpy 
Farm From Development

PAPILLION, Neb. (AP) — A Sarpy County 
farm is shielded from future development after 
a deal that started seven years ago has helped 
turn it into the second-largest patch of protected 
property in Nebraska’s smallest county.

The Omaha World-Herald reports that Ron 
and Carol Patterson’s 693-acre farm is perma-
nently protected by selling conservation ease-
ments designed to shield it from incompatible 
land uses and excessive development.

The farm consists of four parcels owned by 
the couple and other families.

“Imagine what you could do with this 700 
acres,” Ron Patterson said. “You’re talking lots of 
money and a huge development. But we couldn’t 
stand it.”

County officials designated 11,000 acres as 
the county’s most important and vulnerable en-
vironmental district that should be persevered 
after the Pattersons and other landowners in the 
bluff have advocated for preservation, but they 
wanted more protection.

According to the couple, they have been 
fighting to save the Schramm Bluffs above the 

Platte River on their property from development 
before they learned about the easements from 
Dave Sands, executive director of the Nebraska 
Land Trust. Easements are voluntary legal agree-
ments that permanently prevent commercial and 
residential development of a site.

Landowners who grant conservation ease-
ments reduce the value of their land through re-
linquishment of development rights. According 
to Sands, the Pattersons donated a significant 
portion of their easements by selling them for 
less than their appraised value.

Other partners in the deal included the 
Papio-Missouri River and Lower Platte South 
Natural Resources Districts, eight foundations 
and several individuals.

The couple says they wanted to preserve 
not only the farmland, but also the woodlands, 
creeks and historic American Indian sites on the 
property.

According to Carol Patterson, “It’ll be here 
after we die, nice and green and welcoming to 
Omaha and Lincoln.”

Fire Destroys Barn; Blaze Deemed Suspicious

HASTINGS, Neb. (AP) — 
A 34-year-old Florida man 
who led officers on a chase 
through three southern 
Nebraska counties has been 
sentenced to prison.

On Thursday Adams 
County District Judge 
Terri Harder gave Christo-
pher White 14 to 15 years in 
prison. White had pleaded no 

contest and was convicted of 
methamphetamine distribu-
tion, attempted possession 
of a firearm by a prohib-
ited person and operating a 
vehicle to avoid arrest. His 
companion on March 10 was 
31-year-old Keri Ansley, who 
was sentenced last month to 
time served. Both are from 
Milton, Florida.

Prosecutors say the two 
tried to evade officers while 
racing through Adams, Kear-
ney and Webster counties. 
The chase ended when the 
couple’s vehicle ran out of 
gas. Officers say the two had 
a firearm and methampheta-
mine with them.

Florida Man Gets 14-15 Years For NE Chase


