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Gunmen Attack Hotel In Mali’s

1 Week Later, Parisians Honor The Dead

PARIS (AP) — A week after the deadliest attacks on France
in decades, shell-shocked Parisians honored the 130 victims
with candles and songs Friday, knowing that at least one sus-
pect is still at large and fearing that other militants could be
slipping through Europe’s porous borders.

Having established how the attacks against a soccer
stadium, sidewalk cafes and a rock concert were carried out,
investigators were still piecing together details on the assail-
ants and how they converged in the French capital.

Prosecutors said Friday that they had determined through
fingerprint checks that two of the seven attackers who died in
the bloodshed had entered Europe through Greece on Oct. 3.

Previously they had said only one attacker had been
registered in Greece, an entry point for many of the hundreds
of thousands of migrants seeking asylum in Europe. That man
carried a Syrian passport naming him as Ahmad Al-Moham-
mad, though it’s unclear whether it was authentic.

The five other attackers who died had links to France and
Belgium. One of the seven dead has not been identified, while
a manhunt is underway for one suspect who escaped, Salah
Abdeslam, 26. French police stopped Abdeslam the morning
after Friday’s attacks at the Belgian border but then let him go.

Refugee Refusal Today Contrast To WWII

Sol Messinger was just 7 when he stood with his father at
the rail of the ocean liner St. Louis and stared into the gather-
ing darkness. But nearly eight decades later, Messinger still
recalls the lights of Miami glittering off the bow, so near to him
and more than 900 fellow Jewish refugees aboard, yet beyond
their reach.

Today, “I look out into the ocean and I get this queasy
feeling,” says Messinger, whose family escaped Europe for
the U.S. three years after American officials turned away the
vessel in 1939. Now 83, he is a pathologist in Buffalo, New
York. “The Jews did not pose any threat to the US... It's really
unforgivable.”

Now, fresh angst about whether to admit refugees or turn
them away has put the spotlight back on the shunning of the
St. Louis and other decisions, now widely regretted, by U.S.
officials before and during World War II.

A week after the Islamic State terrorist group killed 130
people in Paris, a backlash against the U.S. admitting Syr-
ian refugees — most of them Muslims — has fueled a bitter
debate, with politicians, pundits and others drawing lines
between present and past.

There are differences between now and then. But disturb-
ing similarities between the rhetoric of today and the attitudes
of the U.S. public and officials during World War Il make that
history worth recalling, scholars say, as the country confronts
new fears of terrorism.

Spy Pollard Is Released After 30 Years

NEW YORK (AP) — Jonathan Pollard was released from
prison Friday after 30 years behind bars for spying for Israel,
and his lawyers immediately went to court to challenge tough
parole conditions seemingly designed to ensure he doesn’t
spill any U.S. military secrets he might have left.

The 61-year-old former Navy intelligence analyst was set
free in the middle of the night from a medium-security federal
prison in Butner, North Carolina, after being paroled from a
life sentence that had turned him into a continual source of
tension between the U.S. and Israel.

Under the rules of his release, he must wear a GPS unit to
transmit his whereabouts at all times, allow the installation of
monitoring equipment on any computers he uses at work or
at home, and agree to periodic, unannounced inspections of
those machines.

“The notion that, having fought for and finally obtained his
release after serving 30 years in prison, Mr. Pollard will now
disclose stale, 30-year-old information to anyone is preposter-
ous,” his lawyers, Eliot Lauer and Jacques Semmelman, said in
a statement.

Hours after his release, Pollard checked in with probation
officers at a federal courthouse in New York, then emerged
into a throng of journalists. He wore a yarmulke.

Man Freed After 3 Decades In Prison

DEER LODGE, Mont. (AP) — A Montana man who spent
three decades behind bars for a murder he says he did not
commit walked out of prison Friday after the governor granted
his clemency request.

Barry Beach, 53, told reporters gathered outside the Mon-
tana State Prison’s front door that the moment was “surreal.”

“I knew it was going to be here someday,” Beach said. “The
good Lord in heaven has always assured me that I'd reach this
point. [ never dreamed it was going to take this long.”

He added there would be “a lot of healing and a lot of
tears” during the four-hour drive to his Billings home, and he
thanked Democratic Gov. Steve Bullock for keeping his word.

The governor, who was not present, previously said he’d
look favorably on Beach’s request.

Democrats Push To Prevent Gun Sales

WASHINGTON (AP) — People on the U.S. government’s
terrorist watch list often can’t board commercial airliners,
but they can walk into a gun store and legally buy pistols and
powerful military-style rifles.

Sensing a political opening from last week’s Paris attacks,
Democrats are renewing calls for Congress to pass legislation
aimed at preventing terrorists from buying guns. Similar bills
— including a post-9/11 measure backed by the Justice Depart-
ment under Republican President George W. Bush — have
been stymied for years, thanks in large part to opposition from
gun-rights groups and congressional Republicans.

According to a March analysis by the Government Ac-
countability Office, people on the FBI's consolidated Terrorist
Watchlist successfully passed the background check required
to purchase firearms more than 90 percent of the time, with
more than 2,043 approvals between 2004 and 2014. The office
is an investigative branch of Congress.

The FBI is notified when a background check for the
purchase of firearms or explosives generates a match with
the watch list, and agents often use that information to step
up surveillance on terror suspects. Under current federal law,
however, association with a terrorist organization doesn’t
prohibit a person from possessing firearms or explosives.

About 420,000 people are on the list administered by the
FBI's Terrorist Screening Center, though only about 2 percent
of those are U.S. citizens or legal permanent residents legally
able to buy guns.

Man Killed Tried To Escape Troubled Past

MINNEAPOLIS (AP) — The troubled past that Jamar Clark
struggled for years to escape now hangs over the investigation
into his death at the hands of a Minneapolis police officer.

Family members and friends say the 24-year-old was on
the right track in the months leading up to the shooting early
Sunday. He cared deeply about his parents — biological and
adoptive — and his 14 siblings, and had a job and hopes of
going to college.

But police union representatives point to Clark’s criminal
history as proof that he was a bad actor, and they contend he
was reaching for an officer’s gun when he was shot. Beyond
the domestic assault call alleging Clark had hurt his girlfriend
that brought police to the north Minneapolis neighborhood,
he spent three years in and out of prison for a robbery convic-
tion. More recently, he was on probation for threatening to
burn down an ex-girlfriend’s house after a bitter break-up and
was awaiting trial for a July arrest for fleeing police in a high-
speed chase.

Black Lives Matter protesters outside the police precinct
insist Clark was handcuffed before he was shot, which police
dispute. His death laid bare the tension between Minneapolis’
black community and law enforcement and, the protesters
say, exposed deeply embedded societal problems that made
Clark’s history impossible to move past.

“None of our children deserve to be shot and killed, and
then talked about like they are animals,” said Bettie Smith,
who joined protesters Monday to discuss her son’s death in a
2008 officer-involved shooting.

Capital, Killing At Least 20

BY BABA AHMED
Associated Press

BAMAKO, Mali — Heav-
ily armed Islamic extremists
seized dozens of hostages
Friday at a Radisson hotel,
but Malian troops, backed by
U.S. and French special forces,
swarmed in to retake the
building and free many of the
terrified captives. At least 20
people, including one Ameri-
can, were killed along with two
gunmen during the more than
seven-hour siege, a Malian
military commander said.

An extremist group led by
former al-Qaida commander
Moktar Belmoktar claimed
responsibility for the attack
in the former French colony,
and many in France saw it as a
new assault on their country’s
interests a week after the Paris
attacks.

While French President
Francois Hollande did not
link the violence at the
Radisson Blu hotel with last
week’s bloodshed in Paris, he
declared that France would
stand by the West African
country.

“Once again, terrorists
want to make their barbaric
presence felt everywhere,
where they can kill, where
they can massacre. So we
should once again show our
solidarity with our ally, Mali,”
he said.

Gunfire continued through-
out the day at the hotel, which
is popular with airline crews
and other foreigners doing
business in the capital of
Bamako, but the shooting had
stopped after dark.

Officials would not confirm
that the entire complex had
been secured by nightfall,
although the only activity was
firefighters carrying bodies to
waiting ambulances.

Malian state television
said late Friday night that the
government had announced a
10-day state of emergency be-
ginning at midnight as well as
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Hooded law enforcement officers charge the Raddison Blu hotel where gunmen are
holding hostages on Nov. 20 in Bamako, Mali.

a three-day period of national
mourning beginning Monday.

Army Cmdr. Modibo Nama
Traore said late Friday that
20 people had been killed, in-
cluding an official with Mali’s
gendarmerie. In addition, he
said five people were injured
including two police officers.

The U.S. State Depart-
ment said one American was
among the dead, though it did
not identify the victim out of
respect for the family.

Though Traore had earlier
said as many as 10 attackers
were involved, he said Friday
night that there may have
been only two gunmen, both
of whom were killed. A police
officer at the hotel displayed
photos of the two dead gun-
men, their bodies riddled with
bullets.

The siege began when
assailants shouting “God is
great!” in Arabic burst into the
complex and opened fire on
the hotel guards, Traore said
earlier on Friday. An employee
who identified himself as
Tamba Diarra said by phone
amid the attack that the mili-

tants used grenades.

About 170 guests and
employees were initially taken
hostage, but some apparently
escaped or hid in the sprawl-
ing, cream-and-pink hotel
that has 190 rooms and a spa,
outdoor pool and ballroom.
They included visitors from
France, Belgium, Germany,
China, India, Canada, Ivory
Coast and Turkey.

“It was more like a real
terrorist attack,” said U.N.
Mission spokesman Olivier
Salgado. “The intention was
clearly to kill, not to necessari-
ly have people being hostage.”

Traore said 126 people had
been escorted to safety, and
that at least one guest report-
ed the attackers instructed
him to recite verses from the
Quran as proof of his Muslim
faith before he was allowed to
leave.

As people ran for their
lives along a dirt road, troops
in full combat gear pointed the
way to safety, sometimes es-
corting them with a protective
arm around the shoulder. Lo-
cal TV showed heavily armed

troops in what appeared to be
a lobby.

Monique Kouame Affoue
Ekonde of Ivory Coast said
she and six other people,
including a Turkish woman,
were escorted out by security
forces as the gunmen rushed
toward the fifth or sixth floor.
Ekonde said she had been “in
a state of shock.”

Malian special forces went
“floor by floor” to free hos-
tages, Traore said.

U.S. special forces assisted,
said Col. Mark Cheadle of the
U.S. Army’s Africa Command.
At least six Americans were
evacuated from the hotel,
Cheadle said. U.S. officials
were trying to verify the loca-
tion of all American citizens
in Mali.

National Security Council
spokesman Ned Price praised
the bravery of the Malian,
French, U.N. and U.S. security
personnel who responded,
adding that Washington was
prepared to assist Mali’s
government as it investigates
“this tragic terrorist attack.”

Trump Rivals Decry His Call For Registering US Muslims

BY JULIE PACE
Associated Press

WASHINGTON — Re-
publican presidential rivals
rushed Friday to condemn
Donald Trump’s support for a
government database to track
Muslims in the United States,
drawing a sharp distinction
with the Republican front-
runner on a proposal also
deemed unconstitutional by
legal experts.

Former Florida Gov. Jeb
Bush called the prospect of a
registry “abhorrent.” Florida
Sen. Marco Rubio said the idea
was “unnecessary” and not
something Americans would
support. And Texas Sen. Ted
Cruz, who has largely avoided
criticizing Trump throughout
the 2016 campaign, said, “I'm

not a fan of government regis-
tries of American citizens.”

“The First Amendment pro-
tects religious liberty, and I've
spent the past several decades
defending the religious liberty
of every American,” Cruz told
reporters in Sioux City, lowa.

The rebukes came after
Trump voiced support for
a mandatory database for
Muslims in the U.S. while
campaigning Thursday in
lowa. The real estate mogul
was asked by an NBC News
reporter about the prospect of
a database and whether Mus-
lims would be required to be
registered. In a video posted
by the network, Trump said,
“They have to be.”

Asked whether Muslims
would have to register at
mosques, Trump said: “Differ-

ent places. You sign up at dif-
ferent places. But it’s all about
management.”

On Friday, Trump said
on Twitter that he didn't
suggest creating a database
but instead was answering
a question from a reporter.
However, he did not disavow
the prospect of a registry on
social media or at an event
Friday morning.

Trump has also voiced
support for closing certain
mosques as a way to contain
the terror threat in the U.S.

His comments followed
the attacks in Paris that killed
130 people and wounded hun-
dreds more. The Islamic State
group has claimed responsibil-
ity, elevating fears in the U.S.
and prompting calls for new
restrictions on refugees fleeing

Getting a mammogram?

war-torn Syria.

The House passed legisla-
tion this week essentially bar-
ring Syrian and Iraqi refugees
from the United States. Senate
Majority Leader Mitch Mc-
Connell, RKy., has slotted the
bill for possible Senate con-
sideration, though it’s unclear
whether the chamber could
get enough votes to override a
threatened veto by President
Barack Obama.

The Republican candi-
dates’ unified criticism of
Trump was striking. His rivals
have vacillated in their han-
dling of other inflammatory
comments from him, wary
of alienating his supporters
while increasingly concerned
that he’s maintained his grip
on the GOP race deep into
the fall.
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In a potentially life-saving step, we are now delivering Yankton’s first 3D mammograms,

detecting 41% more invasive breast cancers, and reducing recalls by 40%.

Genius™ 3D Mammography is approved by the FDA and covered by Medicare.

Yankton’s ONLY Comprehensive Breast Care Center

3D Mammography - Breast Ultrasound - Breast MRI - Onsite Radiologist « Surgeons - Oncologists
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605-664-PINK

Please call to schedule your 3D mammogram.




