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Turkey Shoots Down Russian Jet
It Says Violated Its Airspace

BY JIM HEINTZ
AND SUZAN FRASER
Associated Press

MOSCOW — Turkey shot
down a Russian warplane on
Tuesday that it said ignored
repeated warnings and
crossed into its airspace from
Syria, killing at least one of
the two pilots in a long-feared
escalation in tensions between
Russia and NATO. Russian
President Vladimir Putin
denounced what he called a
“stab in the back” and warned
of “significant consequences.”

The shoot down — the first
time in half a century that a
NATO member has downed
a Russian plane — prompted
an emergency meeting of the
alliance. The incident high-
lighted the chaotic complex-
ity of Syria’s civil war, where
multiple groups with clashing
alliances are fighting on the
ground and the sky is crowded
with aircraft bombing various
targets.

“As we have repeat-
edly made clear we stand in
solidarity with Turkey and
support the territorial integ-
rity of our NATO ally, Turkey,”
NATO Secretary-General Jens
Stoltenberg told a news con-
ference after the meeting of
the alliance’s decision-making
North Atlantic Council, called
at Turkey’s request.

The pilots of the downed
Su-24 ejected, but one was
killed by Syrian rebel fire from
the ground as he parachuted
to Earth, said the Russian
general staff, insisting the
Russian jet had been in Syrian
airspace at the time. One of
two helicopters sent to the
crash site to search for survi-
vors was also hit by rebel fire,
killing one serviceman and
forcing the chopper to make
an emergency landing, the
military said.

Stoltenberg urged “calm
and de-escalation” and
renewed contacts between
Moscow and Ankara. Russia
has long been at odds with
NATO, which it accuses of
encroaching on Russia’s bor-
ders, as well as with Turkey’s
determination to oust Syrian
President Bashar Assad, a
longtime Moscow ally.

In Washington, President
Barack Obama said Turkey
“has a right to defend its terri-
tory and its airspace.”

At a news conference with
French President Francois Hol-
lande, he said the incident un-
derscored the “ongoing prob-
lem” with Russia’s military
operations in Syria, where the
Russians have been targeting
groups near the Turkish bor-
der. Calling Russia an “outlier”
in the global fight against the
[slamic State group, Obama
said that if Moscow were to
concentrate its airstrikes on
IS targets, mistakes “would be
less likely to occur.”

On Sept. 30, Russia began a
campaign of massive airstrikes
in Syria, which it says are
aimed at destroying fighters
of the Islamic State group but
which Western critics contend
are bolstering Assad’s forces.

Before Tuesday’s incident,
Russia and the West appeared
to be moving toward an un-
derstanding of their common
strategic goal of eradicating IS,
which gained momentum after
the Nov. 13 attacks in Paris, as
well as the Oct. 31 bombing of
a Russian airliner over Egypt’s
Sinai desert. The Islamic State
group claimed responsibility
for both attacks.

Turkey said its fighter
pilots acted after two Russian
Su-24 bombers ignored numer-
ous warnings that they were
nearing and then entering
Turkish airspace. In a letter
to the U.N. Security Council
and Secretary-General Ban
Ki-moon, Turkey said the
Russian warplanes violated
its airspace “to a depth of 1.36
miles and 1.15 miles ... for 17
seconds” just after 9:24 a.m.

It said one of the planes
then left Turkish airspace and
the other one was fired at by
Turkish F-16s “in accordance
with the rules of engagement”
and crashed on the Syrian side
of the border.

Russia insisted the plane
stayed over Syria, where it
was supporting ground action
by Syrian troops against re-
bels. Rebel forces fired at the
two parachuting pilots as they
descended, and one died, said
Jahed Ahmad, a spokesman
for the 10th Coast Division
rebel group. The fate of the
second pilot was not immedi-
ately known.

A visibly angry Putin
denounced what he called a
“stab in the back by the terror-
ists’ accomplices” and warned
of “significant consequences”

Turkey shoots down Russia

warplane near Turkish border
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for Russian-Turkish relations.
Hours later Foreign Minister
Sergey Lavrov cancelled a
planned visit to Turkey on
Wednesday.

Russia “will never tolerate
such atrocities as happened
today and we hope that the
international community will
find the strength to join forces
and fight this evil,” Putin said.

Turkish Prime Minister
Ahmet Davutoglu insisted
his country had the right to
take “all kinds of measures”
against border violations, and
called on the international
community to work toward
“extinguishing the fire that is
burning in Syria.”

But despite the harsh
words, some analysts believe
that Russia and Turkey have
reasons not to let the incident
escalate, because of economic
and energy ties and their com-
mon opposition to IS.

“Relations have been very
strained between Russia and
Turkey of late, so Moscow
will be trying its utmost to
contain the damage this might
cause,” said Natasha Kuhrt, a
lecturer in international peace
and security at King’s College
London.

A Turkish military state-
ment said the Russian plane
entered Turkish airspace
over the town of Yayladagi,
in Hatay province. Turkish
officials released what they
said was the radar image of
the path the Russian plane
took, showing it flying across
a stretch of Turkish territory
in the country’s southernmost
tip.

Col. Steve Warren, spokes-
man for the U.S. military in
Baghdad, said the U.S. heard

communication between Turk-
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ish and Russian pilots and
could confirm that Turkish
pilots issued 10 verbal warn-
ings before the plane was shot
down.

A US. defense official in
Washington said the Russian
plane flew across a 2-mile sec-
tion of Turkish airspace before
it was shot down, meaning
it was in Turkish skies for
only a matter of seconds. The
official, who was not author-
ized to discuss details of the
incident, spoke on condition
of anonymity.

Turkey has voiced concern
over Russia’s bombing of eth-
nic Turkmen areas in Syria and
complained that the Russian
operations have complicated
the possibility of creating a
safe zone in northern Syria
to protect civilians, as well
as moderate rebels fighting
Assad.

Syrian Turkmen are Syrian
citizens of Turkish ethnicity
who have lived in Syria since
Ottoman times and have
coexisted with Syrian Arabs
for hundreds of years. They
were among the first to take
up arms against Syrian govern-
ment forces, as Turkey lent its
support to rebels seeking to
topple Assad.

In late 2012, they united
under the Syrian Turkmen As-
sembly, a coalition of Turkmen
parties which represents Syr-
ian Turkmens in the Western-
backed Syrian National Coali-
tion opposition group. The
military wing of the assembly
is called the Syrian Turkmen
Brigades and aims to protect
Turkmen areas from govern-
ment forces and the Islamic
State group.

Turkey has vowed to
support the Syrian Turkmen
and President Recep Tayyip
Erdogan on Tuesday criti-
cized Russian actions in the
Turkmen regions, saying there
were no Islamic State group
fighters in the area.

Turkey has complained
repeatedly that Russian planes
supporting Assad are straying
across the border. On Friday,
Turkey summoned the Rus-
sian ambassador demanding
that Russia stop operations in
the Turkmen region.
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Tunisia Declares State Of Emergency

TUNIS, Tunisia (AP) — Tunisia’s president declared a 30-
day state of emergency across the country and imposed an
overnight curfew for the capital Tuesday after an explosion
struck a bus carrying members of the presidential guard, kill-
ing at least 12 people and wounding 20 others.

The government described it as a terrorist attack. The
blast on a tree-lined avenue in the heart of Tunis is a new
blow to a country that is seen as a model for the region but
has struggled against Islamic extremist violence. Radical
gunmen staged two attacks earlier this year that killed 60
people, devastated the tourism industry and rattled this
young democracy.

No one immediately claimed responsibility for the attack
against the presidential guard, an elite security force that
protects only the president.

President Beji Caid Essebsi, who wasn’t in the bus at
the time, declared the state of emergency and curfew on
the Tunis region. He convened an emergency meeting of his
security council for Wednesday morning.

Speaking on national television, he said Tunisia is at
“war against terrorism” and urged international cooperation
against extremists who have killed hundreds around Europe
and the Mideast in recent weeks, from Paris to Beirut to a
Russian plane shot down over Egypt.

Thanksgiving Travel: Fears Of Terrorism

LOS ANGELES (AP) — That other Thanksgiving tradition
— congested highways and jammed airports — is getting
underway with gas prices low and terrorism fears high.

An estimated 46.9 million Americans are expected to take
a car, plane, bus or train at least 50 miles from home over the
long holiday weekend, according to the motoring organization
AAA. That would be an increase of more than 300,000 people
over last year, and the most travelers since 2007.

Among the reasons given for the increase: an improving
economy and the cheapest gasoline for this time of year since
2008.

On Tuesday, some travelers were gearing up for an early
exit.

“There’s a little bit of a tie-up here, but I'm sure once we
get going, things will be great,” Mark Sullivan said as he waited
at New York’s Port Authority bus terminal. He was traveling to
see family in Springfield, Massachusetts.

Coke’s Role In Anti-Obesity Group

NEW YORK (AP) — A nonprofit founded to combat obesity
says the $1.5 million it received from Coke has no influence on
its work.

But emails obtained by The Associated Press show the
world’s largest beverage maker was instrumental in shaping
the Global Energy Balance Network, which is led by a profes-
sor at the University of Colorado School of Medicine. Coke
helped pick the group’s leaders, edited its mission statement
and suggested articles and videos for its website.

In an email last November, the group’s president tells a
top Coke executive: “I want to help your company avoid the
image of being a problem in peoples’ lives and back to being a
company that brings important and fun things to them.”

Coke executives had similarly high hopes. A proposal cir-
culated via email at the company laid out a vision for a group
that would “quickly establish itself as the place the media
goes to for comment on any obesity issue.” It said the group
would use social media and run a political-style campaign to
counter the “shrill rhetoric” of “public health extremists” who
want to tax or limit foods they deem unhealthy.

When contacted by the AP about the emails, Coca-Cola Co.
CEO Muhtar Kent said in a statement that “it has become clear
to us that there was not a sufficient level of transparency with
regard to the company’s involvement with the Global Energy
Balance Network.”
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Purchase a Vera Bradley Throw
Blanket (Msrp $49) at full price
and receive a second throw
blanket for 50% Off

While quantities last. See store associate for details.
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Decorating & Gift Ideas
209 W. 3rd Street, Yankton « 605.668.0622



