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In Uganda, Pope Honors Christian Martyrs

KAMPALA, Uganda (AP) — Pope Francis is paying his
respects to 19th century Ugandan Christians who were burnt
alive rather than renounce their faith, the latest group of
martyrs from around the world honored by Francis in hopes
of giving today’s faithful missionary role models.

Francis will pray Saturday at shrines dedicated to the 23
Anglican and 22 Catholic martyrs who were killed between
1885 and 1887 on the orders of a local king eager to thwart the
influence of Christianity in his central Ugandan kingdom. At
Namugongo, where most of the martyrs were burned alive, he
will celebrate Mass in their honor to mark the 50th anniver-
sary of the Catholics’ canonization.

As many as 2 million people are expected to attend, includ-
ing the president of neighboring South Sudan, with whom
Francis met in private after his official welcome ceremony
Saturday with Ugandan President Yoweri Museveni.

“They remind us of the importance that faith, moral
rectitude and commitment to the common good have played,
and continue to play, in the cultural, economic and political
life of this country,” Francis told Museveni and other Ugandan
authorities and diplomats at a ceremony at the State House.

After the ceremony, Francis was welcomed at a second-
ary shrine to the martyrs by tens of thousands of shrieking
faithful and a hip-gyrating traditional dancers, evidence of the
enthusiasm that has greeted Francis on his first trip to Africa.

France Honors Attack Victims

A subdued France paid homage Friday to those killed two
weeks ago in the attacks that gripped Paris in fear and mourn-
ing, honoring each of the 130 dead by name as the president
pledged to “destroy the army of fanatics” who claimed so
many young lives.

In Belgium, authorities charged a man with “terrorist
attacks” as investigators worked to hone in on culprits. The
federal prosecutor’s office said the man arrested a day earlier
in Brussels, not identified, was “charged with terrorist attacks
and taking part in the activities of a terrorist group.”

France’s somber homage to the victims bespoke the hor-
rors of Nov. 13.

With each name and age read aloud inside the Invalides
national monument, the toll gained new force. Most, as French
President Francois Hollande noted, were younger than 35,
killed while enjoying a mild Friday night of music, food, drinks
or sports. The youngest was 17. The oldest, 68.

Throughout Paris, French flags fluttered in windows and on
buses in uncharacteristic displays of patriotism in response to
Paris’ second deadly terror attack this year. But the mood was
grim, and the locked-down ceremony at the Invalides national
monument lacked the defiance of January, when a million
people poured through the streets to honor those killed by
Islamic extremist gunmen.

Gunmen Mercilessly Mowed Down Guests

BAMAKO, Mali (AP) — The early breakfast crowd sipped
coffee and picked at croissants in the Radisson Blu’s dining
room, swiping through emails and the morning headlines on
their smartphones.

Outside the luxury hotel, the dusty, red-earth streets were
coming alive with traffic, the whine of motorbikes mixed with
the rumble of minibus taxis amid the bustle of one of Africa’s
fastest-growing cities.

Five hotel security guards were just finishing the overnight
shift and about to make the handoff to their dayside col-
leagues. Another night, another “Rien a signaler” (French for
“Nothing to report”). As one of the guards would later say, “We
weren’t concentrating.”

That was the precise moment the attackers were waiting
for on the morning of Nov. 20.

Two men with Kalashnikov assault rifles and explosives
ran toward the guards at 6:50 a.m., surprising them with a
burst of automatic fire that felled four of them, one fatally.
The only guard to escape unhurt, Cheick Dabo, took cover by
diving under a four-wheel-drive vehicle.

Strikes On IS Campaign City Kill 8

BEIRUT (AP) — A new wave of airstrikes targeting the
Syrian city of Raqqa, the headquarters of the extremist
Islamic State group and the focus of an international military
campaign, killed at least eight people, including five children,
Syrian opposition groups said Friday.

The strikes came as France’s foreign minister, Laurent
Fabius, declared that destroying the IS headquarters and
“neutralizing and eradicating” the extremist group is the main
objective of the international campaign.

It wasn’t immediately clear who carried out the latest
airstrikes. The city in northern Syria is the group’s de facto
capital and has become the focus of international airstrikes
in the wake of the Paris terror attacks and the bombing of a
Russian jetliner over Egypt’s Sinai Peninsula. IS has said it was
behind both attacks.

Those developments have turned the world’s attention to
the fight against IS at a time when the international commu-
nity is trying to engage Syrians in a diplomatic process that
would lead to a political transition in the war-ravaged country.

That process faces enormous hurdles, including the fate of
President Bashar Assad and agreeing on which armed factions
in Syria should be allowed to take part in negotiations.

Many African-American See 2 Ben Carsons

FORT LAUDERDALE, Fla. (AP) — Ayauna King-Baker loved
Ben Carson’s “Gifted Hands” memoir so much that she made
her daughter Shaliya read it. So when Carson showed up in
town to sign copies of his new book, King-Baker dragged the
giggly 13-year-old along to the bookstore so they could both
meet him.

To King-Baker, Carson’s “up-by-your bootstraps” life story
makes him a genuine celebrity worth emulating in the African-
American community. But she’s also a Pompano Beach Demo-
crat watching Carson rise in the Republican presidential polls.

For King-Baker and many other African-Americans, the
vast majority of whom are Democrats, there are two Carsons:
One is a genius doctor and inspirational speaker and writer
who talks of limitless horizons; the other is a White House
candidate who pushes conservative politics and wishes to
“de-emphasize race.”

How they reconcile the two may help determine whether
Republicans can dent the solid support Democrats have
enjoyed in the black community for decades.

President Barack Obama won 95 percent of the black vote
in 2008 and 93 percent in 2012. Carson wasn’'t immune to the
excitement of seeing the U.S. elect its first black president.

Mocked Reporter Says He Knew Trump

WASHINGTON (AP) — Donald Trump said he couldn’t have
been making fun of a reporter’s disability because he doesn’t
know the man. Not so, says the reporter.

Serge Kovaleski of The New York Times says he has met
Trump repeatedly, interviewing him in his office and talking
to him at news conferences, when he worked for the New
York Daily News in the late 1980s. “Donald and I were on a
first-name basis for years,” he said in a Times story about
the Republican presidential candidate’s behavior at a rally in
South Carolina last week.

Onstage Tuesday, a mocking Trump flailed his arms in an
apparent attempt to imitate mannerisms of the “poor guy.”

He accused Kovaleski of backing off a story from a week after
the 9/11 attacks that said authorities in New Jersey detained
and questioned “a number of people who were allegedly
seen celebrating the attacks.” Kovaleski then worked for The
Washington Post.

Trump cites the story as proof of his claim that “thou-
sands” of Muslims in New Jersey celebrated the devastation
across the river. But the story did not suggest “thousands”
were observed celebrating or that the reports of such a scene
were true. Other accounts from that time concluded the al-
legations were unfounded.

Kovaleski has arthrogryposis, a congenital condition that
restricts joint movement. In his speech, Trump cited the 2001
story, “written by a nice reporter,” and went on: “Now the poor
guy, you oughta see this guy — uh, [ don’t know what I said, uh,
[ don’t remember. He's going like, [ don’t remember.” He made
jerking gestures and his voice took on a mocking tone.

BY SADIE GURMAN
Associated Press

COLORADO SPRINGS, Colo.
— A gunman who opened
fire inside a Colorado Springs
Planned Parenthood clinic was
arrested Friday after engaging
in gun battles with authorities
during an hours-long standoff
that killed three people and
wounded nine others, officials
said.

Two people and a police
officer with the University of
Colorado in Colorado Springs
were killed in the rampage,
law enforcement officials said.

Nine other people, includ-
ing five police officers, were
shot and are in good condi-
tion, police said. Police say
the gunman is in custody. His
name was not immediately
released.

Authorities said they
haven't determined a motive
or whether the shooter had
any connection to Planned
Parenthood.

“We don’t have any infor-
mation on this individual’s
mentality, or his ideas or ideol-
ogy,” Buckley said.

Planned Parenthood re-
leased a statement that said it
did not know the full circum-
stances or motives behind

the attack, or whether the
organization was the target.

A number of people were
evacuated during the standoff
— some wrapped in blankets
in the blowing snow — to a
nearby Veterans Administra-
tion clinic.

For several hours, the fir-
ing of a long gun was the only
indication police had that the
shooter was in the building,
Lt. Catherine Buckley said.
Officers finally made voice
contact by shouting to him
and convinced him to surren-
der, she said.

Video from The Denver
Post showed a tall man in a
white T-shirt being led away
by police as snow fell on the
frigid evening.

With the immediate threat
over, authorities turned
their attention to inspecting
unspecified items the gunman
left outside the building and
carried inside in bags.

Three officers were shot
while responding just before
noon to the initial report of
shots fired. More than two
hours later, the gunman shot
another officer in an exchange
with police inside the clinic,
Buckley said.

The suspect surrendered
about five hours after entering
the building.

DANIEL OWEN/COLORADO SPRINGS GAZETTE/TNS
An officer patrols the perimeter during a shooting incident in Colorado Springs, Colo., on Friday.

Police: 3 Killed, 9 Wounded In
Attack At Planned Parenthood

The shots sent people
inside the clinic racing for
cover. Jennifer Motolinia hid
behind a table inside the clinic
and called her brother, Joan,
who said he heard multiple
gunshots in the background.

“She was telling me to take
care of her babies because
she could get killed,” Joan
Motolinia said of his sister, the
mother of three.

He rushed to the clinic but
was frustrated because a po-
lice barricade kept him from
getting close.

“People were shooting for
sure. [ heard someone shoot-
ing. There was a lot of gunfire.
She was calm, she was trying
to hide from those people,”
he said.

Police inside the building
ushered staff and patients
to the second floor without
saying why, employee Cynthia
Garcia told her mother-in-law,
Tina Garcia.

Then Cynthia Garcia heard
gunshots, but she couldn't tell
where they were coming from,
Tina Garcia told The Associ-
ated Press.

Police cordoned off the
clinic, nearby medical offices
and a shopping center. Au-
thorities ordered everyone in
the area to take shelter where
they were.

Denise Speller, manager of
a nearby hair salon, said she
heard as many as 20 gunshots
in less than five minutes.

She told The Gazette news-
paper that she saw two offic-
ers near a bank branch, not far
from the Planned Parenthood
facility.

One of the officers ap-
peared to fall to the ground
and the other officer knelt
down to help and then tried to
get the officer to safety behind
a patrol car, she said. Another
officer told Speller to seek
shelter inside the building.

“We're still pretty freaked
out,” Speller said by phone
while still trapped inside the
salon. “We can't stop shaking.”

Shelley Satulla said she
saw five or six people put
on stretchers and placed in
ambulances lined up next to
King Soopers shopping center
near the clinic.

Mike Pelosi, who works at
a deli at a nearby King Soopers
grocery store, said he heard
over the store’s loudspeaker
just before noon that nobody
could leave the store.

The location of the shoot-
ing is less than 6 miles from
the street where a man shot
and killed two of three people
before dying in a gun battle
with police on Halloween day.

Russia Suspends Visa-Free Travel With Turkey

BY VLADIMIR ISACHENKOV
Associated Press

MOSCOW — Russia an-
nounced Friday that it will
suspend visa-free travel with
Turkey amid the escalating
spat over the downing of a
Russian warplane by a Turkish
fighter jet at the Syrian border.

Russian Foreign Minister
Sergey Lavrov announced that
Moscow will halt the exist-
ing visa-free regime starting
Jan. 1, saying that Turkey has
become a conduit for terror-
ists and has been reluctant to
share information with Mos-
cow about Russian citizens
accused of involvement in
terrorist activities.

Turkey’s downing of the
Russian military jet Tuesday,
the first time in half a century
that a NATO member shot
down a Russian plane, has
drawn a harsh response from
Moscow. Russia has since
restricted tourist travel, left
Turkish trucks stranded at the
border, confiscated large quan-
tities of Turkish food imports
and started preparing a raft of
broader economic sanctions.

President Vladimir Putin
has also ordered the deploy-
ment of the long-range S-400 air
defense missile systems to a
Russian air base in Syria just 50
kilometers (30 miles) south of
the border with Turkey to help
protect Russian warplanes, and
the Russian military warned it
would shoot down any aerial
target that would pose a po-
tential threat to its planes. The
military also moved the missile
cruiser Moskva closer to the
shore to help cover Russian
bombers om combat missions.

Turkish President Recep
Tayyip Erdogan refused to
apologize for the plane’s down-
ing, which Ankara said came
after it flew for 17 seconds into
Turkish airspace. At the same
timed, Erdogan said he has
tried in vain to speak by phone
to Putin to discuss the situa-
tion and expressed hope they
could meet at the sidelines of
a climate summit in Paris next
Monday.

Putin’s foreign affairs ad-
viser Yuri Ushakov said Friday
that the Kremlin had received
Erdogan’s request for a meet-
ing, but wouldn't say whether
such a meeting is possible.

Asked why Putin hasn’t
picked up the phone to
respond to Erdogan’s two
phone calls, he said that “we
have seen that the Turkish side

hasn’t been ready to offer an
elementary apology over the
plane incident.”

Turkey’s Deputy Prime Min-
ister Numan Kurtulmus voiced
hope that Moscow would
keep military and diplomatic
channels open and added that
Ankara was mulling possible
measures in response to Rus-
sian economic sanctions. He
said that Turkey doesn’t think
Russia would risk losing it as a
partner.

Speaking to reporters after
Friday’s Cabinet meeting, Kur-
tulmus said that Turkey would
not have shot down the plane
if it had known it was Russian
and said this is what Turkish
officials have told senior Rus-
sian officials. He added that if
the pilots had responded to the
Turkish warnings and informed
them that they were Russians,
the shooting wouldn'’t have
occurred either.

In Moscow, Russian air
force chief, Col.-Gen. Viktor
Bondareyv, reaffirmed Friday
that Turkey hadn't issued
any warnings on a previously
agreed radio frequency before
downing the plane. He insisted
that the Russian Su-24 bomber
hadn’t veered into Turkey’s
airspace, and also claimed

that the Turkish F-16 fighter jet
flew into Syria’s airspace for 40
seconds to down the Russian
plane.

The tug-of-war between the
two countries has been driven
by a clash of their leaders’
personal ambitions.

Putin and Erdogan have
been frequently compared to
each other. Both are populist
leaders who frequently crack
down on critics and often
revert to anti-Western rhetoric.
They had enjoyed close rela-
tions until recently, despite
differences over Syria, and
regularly exchanged visits. In
September, Erdogan traveled
to Moscow where he and Putin
attended the opening of a new
mosque, and they also met
separately on the sidelines of
the Group of 20 summit hosted
by Turkey.

The summit in Antalya
marked their deepening rift
over Syria, when Putin showed
fellow G-20 leaders aerial
pictures of what he said were
convoys of oil trucks carrying
crude from fields controlled
by the Islamic State group into
Turkey.

Putin’s move came as
Russia, the United States and
France all have focused their

air strikes on the IS oil infra-
structure, seeking to under-
mine the group’s financial base
following the terror attacks

in Paris and the downing of

a Russian passenger plane in

Egypt.
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+ Regard for employee relations.
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