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YANKTON COUNTY 

COMMISSION MEETING
November 17, 2015

The regular meeting of the Yank-
ton  County  Commission  was
called to order by Chairman Todd
Woods  at  4:00  PM  on  Tuesday,
November 17, 2015.

Roll  call  was taken  with  the  fol-
lowing  Commissioners  present:
Raymon  Epp,  Don  Kettering,
Donna  Freng,  Debra  Bodenstedt,
and Todd Woods. 

Action  15440C: A  motion  was
made by  Kettering  and seconded
by Freng to  approve the meeting
agenda  with  the  following
changes:  Cancellation  of  Execu-
tive  Session  with  Meierhenry
Sargeant,  Report  on  Road  and
Bridge  Applications.  All  present
voted aye; motion carried.
 
Action  15441C: A  motion  was
made by Bodenstedt  and second-
ed by Epp to approve the minutes
of the November 3, 2015 meeting.
All present voted aye; motion car-
ried.

Action  15442C: A  motion  was
made by  Kettering  and seconded
by Bodenstedt to approve the fol-
lowing  claims:  General  Fund:
Commissioners: Yankton County
Observer  (Publishing)  $417.87,
Yankton  Daily  P  &  D  (Publish-
ing)  $758.61,  Yankton  Area
Chamber of Commerce (Member-
ship  Dues) $20.59;   Court:  Av-
era Sacred Heart Hospital (Profes-
sional Services) $1,500.00, James
& Larson Law (Legal Assistance)
$424.50,  SD  Department  of
Health  (Lab)  $315.00;  Auditor:
Kopetskys  Ace  Hardware  (Sup-
plies)  $44.97,  Valli  Turnbaugh
(Travel)  $62.00,  Karen  Faerber
(Travel)  $261.08,  Leaf  (Rentals)
$159.00,  Miller  Consulting  LLC
(Maintenance)  $56.25,  Matt  Par-
rott/Storey  Kenworthy  (Supplies)
$347.25,  Western  Office  Tech-
nologies (Supplies) $50.94, Yank-
ton  Area  Chamber  of  Commerce
(Membership  Dues)  $20.59;
Treasurer:   Harland Technology
Service  (Maintenance)  $32.00,
Miller  Consulting  LLC  (Mainte-
nance)  $75.00,  Yankton  Area
Chamber of Commerce (Member-
ship  Dues)  $20.59;   Data  Pro-
cessing:  Miller  Consulting  LLC
(Maintenance)  $93.75,  Miller
Consulting (Maintenance) $37.50,
Miller  Consulting  LLC  (Mainte-
nance) $82.00;  States Attorney:
Miller  Consulting  LLC  (Mainte-
nance)  $18.75,  Miller  Consulting
LLC  (Maintenance)  $82.00,
Yankton  Area Chamber  of Com-
merce  (Membership  Dues)
$20.59;   Government  Building:
Buhls  Cleaners  (Maintenance)
$66.58,  Masonry  Components,
Inc.  (Repairs  and  Maintenance)
$2,740.00, Cole Papers, Inc. (Sup-
plies)  $549.54,  Cole  Papers,  Inc.
(Supplies) $64.54, Midwest Strip-
ing (Maintenance) $2,778.86, Mi-
dAmerican  Energy  (Utilities)
$374.12, Olsons Pest Technicians
(Maintenance)  $75.00;   Director
of Equalization:   Kopetskys Ace
Hardware  (Supplies)  $44.97,
IAAO  (Travel)  $175.00,  ESRI
(Maintenance)  $2,400.00,  Micro-
film  Imaging  Systems  (Mainte-
nance)  $70.00,  Lori  Mackey
(Travel) $68.04, Northtown Auto-
motive  (Maintenance)  $114.60,
SDAAO  (Travel)  $220.00,  The
Schneider  Corporation  (Mainte-
nance)  $900.00,  Western  Office
Technologies  (Maintenance)
$113.86,  Yankton  Area Chamber
of Commerce (Membership Dues)
$20.59;  Register of Deeds:  Mi-
crofilm  Imaging  Systems
(Rentals)  $1,306.00,  Yankton
Area  Chamber  of  Commerce
(Membership Dues). $20.59;  VA:
Yankton  Area Chamber  of Com-
merce  (Membership  Dues)
$20.58;  Safety Center Building:
Vast  Business  (Utilities)
$1,507.94,  City  of  Yankton
(Maintenance)  $5.50,  City  of
Yankton  (Utilities)  $160.00,
Menards  (Supplies)  $32.29;
Sheriff: Kopetskys Ace Hardware
(Minor  Equipment)  $6,339.96,
Beyond  Technology  (Computer
Services) $92.75, City of Yankton
(Supplies)  $2,409.05,  Electronic
Engineering  (Auto  Equipment)
$350.00,  First  BankCard (Travel)
$515.62,  First  BankCard  (Fuel)
$132.36,  Johns  Service  (Repairs
and Maintenance)  $623.20,  Lynn
Peavey  Company  (Law  Enforce-
ment Equipment) $600.25, North-
town  Automotive  (Maintenance)
$170.67,  South  Dakota  Sheriffs
Association  (Professional  Ser-
vices)  $1,023.14,  Yankton  Area
Chamber of Commerce (Member-
ship  Dues) $20.59,  Yankton Mo-
tor Company (Repairs  and Main-
tenance)  $78.00;   County  Jail:
Avera Sacred Heart Hospital (Pro-
fessional  Services)  $12,454.04,
First BankCard (Travel)  $137.78,
JCL  Solutions  (Supplies)
$1,231.24,  JCL Solutions  (Main-
tenance) $143.90,  Lewis & Clark
Family  Medicine  (Professional
Services)  $827.00,  Neves  Uni-
forms, Inc. (Uniforms) $1,622.25;
Coroner:  First  BankCard  (Sup-
plies) $616.44, Roy Lauck (Trav-
el)  $10.50,  Arica Nickles (Other)
$25.00,  Yankton  Area  Chamber
of Commerce (Membership Dues)
$20.58; Yankton Area Search &
Rescue: First  BankCard (Mainte-
nance)  $50.00,  First  BankCard
(Supplies)  $10.80,  Sioux  Falls
Two  Way  Radio  Service,  Inc.
(Supplies)  $192.89;   Care  of
Poor:  Yankton  Drug  Co.,  Inc.
(Medicines)  $39.96;  Public
Health  Nurse:  Yankton  Area
Chamber of Commerce (Member-
ship  Dues) $20.59;   Ambulance:
Kopetsky's  Ace  Hardware  (Sup-
plies)  $46.97,  Vast  Business
(Utilities)  $194.65,  Bound  Tree
Medical LLC (Supplies) $499.74,
City  of  Yankton  (Supplies)
$551.01,  Cole  Papers,  Inc.  (Sup-
plies)  $355.32,  First  BankCard
(Supplies)  $497.61,  First
BankCard (Travel)  $339.05,  G &
K Service  (Maintenance)  $50.27,
Hewlett-Packard  Company  (Sup-
plies) $837.46, Matheson Tri-Gas,
Inc.  (Rentals)  $46.82,  Motorola,
Inc.  (Supplies)  $24.00,  Physio-
Control,  Inc.  (Maintenance)
$323.47,   Power  Source  Electric
(Repairs) $541.56, Rogers Family
Pharmacy  (Supplies)  $227.54,
Verizon (Utilities) $526.87, West-
ern  Office  Technologies  (Sup-
plies)  $84.73,  Yankton  Area
Chamber of Commerce (Member-
ship Dues) $20.59, Yankton Com-
puter  and  Networking  (Supplies)
$32.50;   Mental  Illness  Board:
Denise  M.  Cody  (Hearings)
$51.00,  Lewis  &  Clark  Behav-
ioral Health (Hearings) $2,080.00,
Lincoln  County  Treasurer  (Hear-
ings) $390.00,  Lucille  M. Lewno
(Hearings)  $933.72,  Karen  A.
Swanda (Hearings) $51.00,  South
Dakota  Achieve  (October  2015
Services)  $180.00;   Historical
Sites:  Yankton County Historical
Society  (Mead  Building  Project
Grant)  $50,000.00,  Yankton
County  Historic  Society  (4th  Qtr
2015  Budget)  $8,500.00;   Arts:
Yankton  Area  Arts  Association
(2015 Budget)  $2,575.00;  Senior
Citizens:  City  of  Yankton  (3rd
Qtr  Senior  Citizens  Share)
$14,087.18,  Senior  Companions
(2nd  Half  of  2015  Budget)
$800.00;  County Extension:  A
&  T  Industries  (4-H  Expense)
$73.68,  HyVee  (4-H  Supplies)
$64.44,  Leaf  (Rentals)  $176.40,
Miller  Consulting,  LLC  (Sup-
plies) $660.00,  Northwestern  En-
ergy (Utilities)  $178.12,  National
4-H Council Supply Service (4-H
Expense)  $100.10,  Yankton
County  Observer  (Supplies)
$30.00,  South  Dakota  State  4-H
Office  (4-H  Expense)  $126.25,
Western  Office  Technologies
(Supplies) $137.17, Yankton Area
Chamber of Commerce (Member-
ship  Dues) $20.59;  Soil Conser-
vation:  Yankton  Area  Chamber
of Commerce (Membership Dues)
$20.58;  Weeds:  Bomgaars (Sup-
plies)  $111.97,  Warne  Chemical
&  Equipment  (Supplies)
$3,685.00,  First  BankCard  (Sup-
plies)  $160.68,  First  BankCard
(Travel)  $8.00,  Menards  (Sup-
plies)  $135.84,  Yankton  Area
Chamber of Commerce (Member-
ship  Dues)  $20.59;   Planning &
Zoning:  3-D Specialties  Inc. (E-
911 Signs) $60.30, Verizon (Utili-
ties)  $43.36,  Western  Office
Technologies  (Supplies)  $20.31,
Yankton  Daily  P  &  D  (Publish-
ing) $39.75, Yankton Area Cham-
ber  of  Commerce  (Membership
Dues) $20.59;  Road and Bridge:
A-Ox Welding Supply  Co.  (Hwy
Fuel) $47.25,  Appeara  (Supplies)
$101.66,  Bomgaars  (Supplies)
$28.87,  B-Y  Electric  (Utilities)
$73.82, B-Y Water District (Utili-
ties)  $80.50,  Bierschbach  Equip-
ment  &  Supply  (Rentals)
$3,150.00,  Battery  Exchange
(Supplies) $99.95, Butler Machin-
ery  Co.  (Repairs  and  Mainte-
nance)  $453.60,  Boyer  Trucks
(Supplies) $523.53, City of Yank-
ton  (Utilities)  $12.00,  Cox  Auto
Supply  Inc.  (Supplies)  $545.53,
Concrete  Materials  (Supplies)
$12,290.52,  Direct  TV  (Utilities)
$70.99,  Echo  Electric  Supply
(Supplies)  $1,733.49,  Filter  Care
(Supplies) $90.40, First BankCard
(Travel) $186.26,  Fastenal Indus-
trial & Construction Supply (Sup-
plies) $16.38, Graham Tire Yank-
ton  (Supplies)  $3,686.90,  I  State
Truck  Center  (Supplies)  $27.14,
Johnson Engineering Co. (Profes-
sional  Services)  $3,625.00,
Janssens  Garbage  Service  (Utili-
ties)  $45.00,  Kimball  Midwest
(Supplies)  $288.19,  Locators  &
Supplies, Inc. (Supplies) $857.21,
Northwestern  Energy  (Utilities)
$751.77, Stern Oil Company, Inc.
(Professional  Services)  $444.25,
Stern  Oil  Company  (Hwy.  Fuel)
$16,051.10,  Sheehan Mack Sales
and  Equipment,  Inc.  (Supplies)
$57.61, SD Department of Trans-
portation  (Annual  Project)
$19,762.02,  South  Dakota  State
Treasurer  (Professional  Services)
$41.40, Southeastern Electric  Co-
operative,  Inc.  (Utilities)  $28.93,
Truck Trailer Sales Service (Sup-
plies) $330.10, Tabor Lumber Co-
operative (Supplies) $75.04, Veri-
zon  (Utilities)  $76.72,  Williams
Septic Service (Utilities) $300.00,
Yankton  Area Chamber  of Com-
merce  (Membership  Dues)
$20.59;   911  Fund:  City  of
Yankton (3rd Qtr E911 Dispatch)
$15,000.00,  Century  Link  (Utili-
ties)  $83.20,  Golden  West
Telecommunications  (Utilities)
$145.00;   Emergency  Manage-
ment:  Kopetsky's  Ace Hardware
(Supplies)  $240.46,  B-Y  Electric
(Utilities)  $73.28,  Battery  Ex-
change  (Supplies)  $191.90,  Vast
Business (Utilities)  $815.92,  City
of  Yankton  (Supplies)  $164.54,
Danko  Emergency  Equipment
(Supplies)  $1,227.90,  3-D  Spe-
cialties  Inc.  (Supplies)  $201.46,
Echo  Group,  Inc.  (Maintenance)
$350.00,  First  BankCard  (Sup-
plies)  $15.90,  First  BankCard
(Supplies-LEPC)  $75.07,  Mid-
continent  Communications (Utili-
ties) $8.91, Sioux Falls Two Way
Radio  Service,  Inc.  (POD  ex-
pense)  $360.00,  Sioux Falls  Two
Way  Radio  Service,  Inc.  (POD
Expense)  $6,815.99,  Tabor Lum-
ber  Cooperative  (Supplies)
$902.08,  Verizon  (Utilities)
$124.28,  Yankton  Area Chamber
of Commerce (Membership Dues)
$20.59;  Domestic Abuse:  2015
Budget)  $5,000.00;  24/7  Pro-
gram:  Neves  Uniforms,  Inc.
(Supplies)  $521.91,  Redwood
Toxicology Laboratory (Supplies)
$5,182.26.  Clearing  Fund: SD
State  Treasurer  (Redfield  and
SDHSC, ROD Fees, Motor Vehi-
cle  Fees)  $305,467.42;  M&PR
Fund:  SDACO  (M &  PR Fund)
$726.00.  Total  General  Fund
$139,229.77,  Road  &  Bridge
$65,973.72,  911  Fund
$15,228.20,  Emergency  Manage-
ment $11,588.28.
All present voted aye; motion car-
ried.

Action  15443C: A  motion  was
made by Bodenstedt  and second-
ed by Freng to  approve  the  First
Amendment  to  Revised  Joint
Powers  Agreement  with  City  of
Vermillion,  City  of Yankton,  and
Yankton County.  All present vot-
ed aye; motion carried.

Highway:  Brian  Gustad,  High-
way Superintendent, appeared be-
fore  the  board  to  address  his  ex-
penses for November and Decem-
ber.   Brian  McGinnis  from  Dis-
trict II appeared with Brian to ad-
dress the 5-Year Plan.

No  action  was  taken  on  the
Abatement Application from Judy
Heffele.

Action  15444C: A  motion  was
made by  Kettering  and seconded
by Bodenstedt to approve the fol-
lowing  resolution.  By  roll  call
vote,  all  present  voted  aye;  mo-
tion carried.

A Resolution Approving 
Developers Agreement Between
Dakota Plains AG Center, LLC

and Yankton County, South
Dakota

WHEREAS,  Developer  desires
to  develop  certain  real  property
consisting  of  approximately  40
acres  located  in  the  County  of
Yankton, South Dakota and legal-
ly described on Exhibit  A and de-
picted  on  the  site  plan  attached
hereto  as  Exhibit  B (the  “Site
Plan”) for the purpose of provid-
ing  an  agriculture  grain  facility
and improvements ancillary there-
to  (collectively,  the  “Private  Im-
provements”); 

WHEREAS,  to  maintain  and
revitalize  commercial  activity  in
the County by assuring opportuni-
ties  for  development  and attract-
ing  sound and stable  commercial
growth, the County has agreed to
enter into  this  Agreement  to  pro-
vide for the  construction  and de-
velopment of a public roadway, as
depicted  in the Site Plan, and im-
provements ancillary thereto (col-
lectively,  the  “Public  Improve-
ments” and, together with the Pri-
vate  Improvements,  the  “Devel-
opment”) and  to  support  the  de-
velopment  of  the  Private  Im-
provements  by  reimbursing  De-
veloper  in  accordance  with  the
terms hereof; 

WHEREAS,  the  Yankton
County  Planning  and  Zoning
Commission has recommended to
the  County,  based  upon  its  find-
ings, that the County enter into an
agreement with Developer provid-
ing for the manner and method by
which the  Development  will  pro-
ceed; 

WHEREAS, Developer will en-
ter  into  a  land  option  agreement
with  Yankton  Area  Progressive
Growth  to  allow  YAPG  the  full
ability  to  market  the  land for fu-
ture  development  as  well  as  to
demonstrate  that  YAPG  has  site
control  to  apply  for  any  Federal
Grants.

WHEREAS, Developer and the
County  desire  to cooperate  in the
Development  in  accordance  with
the terms of this Agreement.

NOW  THEREFORE,  BE  IT
RESOLVED:  that  the  Yankton
County  Commission  hereby  ap-
proves the Developers Agreement
between Dakota Plains AG Center
and Yankton County. This agree-
ment will  facilitate  proper  imple-
mentation  of  Tax Increment  Dis-
trict No. One eligible project costs
in Yankton County, South  Dako-
ta.
Effective  Date:  November  17,
2015 

Yankton County  Chairman, Todd
Woods /s/ 

ATTEST:  Patty  Hojem,  Yankton
County Auditor /s/

Action  15445Z:  A  motion  was
made by  Kettering  and seconded
by Epp to adopt the following res-
olution:  Whereas  it  appears
Daniel  M.  Ulmer,  owner  of
record,  has caused  a  replat  to  be
made of the following real proper-
ty: Lots 1 and 2 and the South 10
of Lot 3, Block 2, Oak Hills Addi-
tion,  Section  13,  T93N-R57W,
County of Yankton, S.D., and has
submitted  such  replat  to  the
Yankton  County  Planning  Com-
mission and the  Yankton County
Commission  for  approval.  Now
therefore  be it  resolved  that  such
plat  has been executed  according
to law and conforms  to all  exist-
ing applicable zoning, subdivision
and erosion and sediment  control
and the same is hereby approved.
The County Auditor is hereby au-
thorized  and  directed  to  endorse
on such the proper resolution and
certify the same. All present voted
aye; motion carried.

Action  15446Z: A  motion  was
made by Bodenstedt  and second-
ed by Kettering  to adopt the  fol-
lowing resolution: Whereas it  ap-
pears  Russell  Marsh,  owner  of
record,  has caused  a  replat  to  be
made of the following real proper-
ty:  Tracts  3  &  4,  Marsh  Ridge
Addition,  SW1/4  and  Lots  1,  2,
and 3, Tract 4, Marsh Ridge Ad-
dition,  SW1/4,  Section  7,
T93N/R56W, County of Yankton,
S.D.,  and  has  submitted  such  re-
plat to the Yankton County  Plan-
ning  Commission  and  the  Yank-
ton  County  Commission  for  ap-
proval.  Now  therefore  be  it  re-
solved that such plat has been ex-
ecuted  according to law and con-
forms  to  all  existing  applicable
zoning,  subdivision  and  erosion
and  sediment  control  and  the
same  is  hereby  approved.  The
County  Auditor  is  hereby  autho-
rized  and directed  to  endorse  on
such  the  proper  resolution  and
certify the same. All present voted
aye; motion carried.
 
Action  15447Z: A  motion  was
made by  Freng and  seconded  by
Bodenstedt to adopt the following
resolution:  Whereas  it  appears
Ralph  Marquardt,  owner  of
record,  has  caused  a  plat  to  be
made of the following real proper-
ty: Lot 1 in Lot D in the NE1/4 of
the  NE1/4  of  Section  1,  T93N-
R55W, of the 5th P.M., County of
Yankton, S.D., and has submitted
such  plat  to  the  Yankton County
Planning  Commission  and  the
Yankton County  Commission for
approval.  Now therefore be it  re-
solved that such plat has been ex-
ecuted  according to law and con-
forms  to  all  existing  applicable
zoning,  subdivision  and  erosion
and  sediment  control  and  the
same  is  hereby  approved.  The
County  Auditor  is  hereby  autho-
rized  and directed  to  endorse  on
such  the  proper  resolution  and
certify the same. All present voted
aye; motion carried.

InTuvio:  Dan Buresh from InTu-
vio  appeared before  the  board  to
give his presentation for develop-
ing a website  for Yankton Coun-
ty.

CivicPlus:  David  May  from
CivicPlus  appeared  before  the
board to give his presentation for
developing a website for Yankton
County.

Action  15448C: A  motion  was
made by  Kettering  and seconded
by  Freng  to  approve  the  sale  of
the  real estate  property  owned by
Keith  Wahl  and  for  Yankton
County  to  receive  approximately
$13,124.00 to put towards what is
owed to Yankton County.

Town Hall Meetings  will  be  dis-
cussed at the next meeting on De-
cember 1.

Action  15449C: A  motion  was
made by Bodenstedt  and second-
ed by Freng to recess the regular
session at 6:30 pm and convene in
executive session to discuss an is-
sue with  PrintSource.  All present
voted aye; motion carried.

Action  15450C: A  motion  was
made  by  Epp  and  seconded  by
Kettering  to  adjourn  executive
session at 6:45 pm and reconvene
in regular session. All present vot-
ed aye; motion carried.

No action was taken on issues dis-
cussed in executive session.

Don Kettering reported  that 5 ap-
plications  have been received for
the Road & Bridge Committee.

Action  15451C: A  motion  was
made  by  Epp  and  seconded  by
Freng  to  approve  the  October,
2015 gross payroll:  Commission-
ers: $5,104.42;  Election: $98.30;
Auditor: $12,032.58;  Treasurer:
$13,664.68;  States  Attorney:
$23,451.76;  Custodian:
$4,512.34;  Director of Equaliza-
tion: $20,684.75;  Register  of
Deeds: $12,727.37;  Veterans
Service: $2,111.60;  Courthouse
&  Safety  Center: $4,940.99;
Sheriff: $57,935.33;  County
Jail: $62,019.01;  Coroner:
$1,500.00;  Juvenile: $0.00;
Nurse: $2,688.82;  Ambulance:
$42,069.01;  WIC  : $1,396.10;
Extension: $6,316.37;  Soil  Con-
servation: $2,618.70;  Weed:
$4,783.04;  Planning  &  Zoning:
$7,075.66;  Road  &  Bridge:
$62,597.03;  E911: $148.56;
OEMHS: $5,074.80;  24-7  Pro-
gram: $3,606.50.   South  Dakota
Retirement  System  $26,350.38
(Other Employees), South Dakota
Retirement  System  $17,267.72
(Sheriff/EDS),  South  Dakota  Re-
tirement  System (Payroll  Deduc-
tion-Spouse  Opt)  $213.91,  South
Dakota  Retirement  System  (Sup-
plemental)  $3,750.00,  American
Family  Life  Assurance  Company
(AFLAC)  $3,875.62,  Legalshield
$25.90,  Office  of  Child  Support
$903.00,  Nationwide  Retirement
Solutions  $69.44,  First  Dakota
National  Bank $31,739.39 (With-
holding),  First  Dakota  National
Bank  $43,534.32  (FICA)  First
Dakota National Bank $10,181.34
(Medicare),  Boston  Mutual  Life
Insurance $503.09,  Colonial  Life
&  Accident  $1,551.98,  Avera
Health  Plans  $56,605.95,  Optile-
gra  $529.38.  Gross  Payroll
$359,205.72,  Net  Payroll
$266,530.75.   All  present  voted
aye; motion carried.

Action  15452
Welfare/ROD/VSO/Sheriff/EM
S/Pooled  Cash  and  Aud-
Treas/MI  Hearings: A  motion
was made by Bodenstedt and sec-
onded by Epp to approve the fol-
lowing  monthly  department  re-
ports.  All present  voted  aye; mo-
tion carried.

The Yankton County Welfare Re-
port for October 2015 included 17
contacts, 9 notices of hospitaliza-
tion,  and  4  medical  bills  for  the
County Jail.

ROD: The Register  of Deeds re-
port  from  October  2015  showed
collection  of $15,080.00  in  regu-
lar  fees;  $17,229.50  in  transfer
fees; and $1,644.00 in copies rev-
enue. 

Veterans  Office: VSO  Michael
McDonalds  October  report
showed 86  contacts  on  behalf  of
veterans  last  month.  McDonald
also  coordinated  transportation  of
19  veterans  (seven  trips)  to  ap-
pointments  at the VA Hospital in
Sioux Falls.

Sheriff: Sheriffs  office  collected
$7,023.97 in fees last month. Jail
income  was  $124,538.99  in
September. There were 77 county
inmates,  81  city  inmates,  8  state
inmates and 18 federal inmates in
September,  with  a  total  of  7,734
inmate  meals  served.  Income
from  the  24-7  program  was
$5,991.00 in September.

EMS: Emergency  Medical  Ser-
vices  monthly  report  for October
2015 listed 144 total calls. Year to
date  Yankton  County  EMS  has
collected  $639,824  and  spent
$725,345.  

Auditor/Treasurer: The  Audi-
tor's  Monthly Settlement with  the
Treasurer  as  of  October,  2015
showed  Total  Cash  of
$887,956.61.  The  General  Fund
was $5,385,714.57; Special Funds
were  $1,575,632.54;  and  Trust
and  Agency  Funds  were
$6,555,387.58  adding to  a Grand
Total of General Ledger Cash and
Investments of $13,516,734.69. A
detailed  report is  on file  with the
County Auditor.

MI  Income: The  MI  Illness  in-
come  for  October  2015  was
$10,003.01.   

Action  154C: A  motion  was
made by  Kettering  and seconded
by  Bodenstedt  to  adjourn.  All
present voted aye; motion carried.

The next  regular  meeting  will  be
Tuesday, December 1, 2015.

Todd Woods, Chairman
Yankton County Commission

ATTEST:
Karen  Faerber, Deputy  County
Auditor
Published  once  at  the  total  ap-
proximate cost of $205.21.
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WASHINGTON — Within 
six years of arriving in Boise, 
Idaho, Iraqi refugee Salam 
Bunyan — forced from his 
Baghdad home for working 
alongside the U.S. military 
— realized his version of the 
American dream by opening a 
restaurant.

It was the culmination of 
17 years of culinary experi-
ence in Iraq, a Jordan refugee 
camp and Boise. He named 
the Middle Eastern restaurant 
The Goodness Land.

“Business is very good,” 
Bunyan said of the restau-
rant’s success over the past 
year. “I have big support in 
the community.”

Bunyan’s story is emblem-
atic of the give-and-take many 
seeking asylum in the United 
States experience. Though 
the safety and financial sup-
port provided by their new 
home grants refugees the op-
portunity to build new lives, 
the communities in which 
they resettled often reap the 
economic benefits that come 
with an expanded tax base, 
supplemented workforce and 
greater diversity of busi-
nesses — like The Goodness 
Land.

“Refugees over time tend 
to contribute to growth and 
economic vitality in any 
community, and we certainly 
feel that in Boise,” said Patty 
Haller, assistant director of 
the Idaho Office for Refugees. 
“Most Boiseans see refugees 
in our community as a very 
positive influence.”

As the national debate 
over admitting Syrian refu-
gees continues, many econo-
mists and refugee advocates 
across the nation fear that 
public officials are missing 
a point: Although refugees 
require a minimal amount of 
cash assistance to get them 
on their feet, their rapid 
integration into the work-
place and atypical upward 
mobility have been shown 
to boost economic growth 
and employment rates for 
the nations that offer them 
legal residence — the United 
States among them.

“Even though initially they 
get public support, in most 
cases they lose that and rely 
quickly on work,” said Randy 
Capps, director of research 
for U.S. programs at the Mi-
gration Policy Institute. “It’s 
a strength of the U.S. system 
and of the economy.”

Through rapid integration 
into the workforce, refugees 
began contributing to the 
economy faster than any 
other class of immigrant. 
Eighty percent of refugees 
find jobs in their first few 
months in the country, said 
Noah Gottschalk, senior 
policy adviser for Oxfam.

That is mostly thanks 
to the refugee resettlement 
agencies handling their cases, 
which make it a point to find 
each new arrival employment 
within 90 days.

“Because of their assis-
tance in that process, they’re 
very quickly able to become 
productive members of soci-
ety contributing back into the 
economy,” Gottschalk said.

The paychecks earned in 
their first months of employ-
ment mean they pay taxes, 
contributing back to the tax 
base that helped get them on 
their feet.

Zeze Rwasama, director 
of the College of Southern 
Idaho’s Refugee Center, gave 
the example of a refugee who 
found work at a local dairy 

plant. Although the agency 
spent $2,600 to help resettle 
him, the man’s annual salary 
of $26,000 meant he paid 
$4,800 in taxes in the first 
year.

“Looking at how much 
money we spend resettling a 
refugee and how much they 
pay into the tax fund, it’s 
not comparable,” Rwasama 
said. “If refugees weren’t 
self-sufficient, that would 
be a problem, but that’s not 
what’s happening.”

The economic benefits 
aren’t just at the federal level, 
either.

Once refugees are em-
ployed, they are able to pay 
rent, buy groceries, and oth-
erwise are consumers in the 
communities that have wel-
comed them. That provides 
an often much-needed boost 
to local economies, some-
thing cities across the nation 
are coming to appreciate.

According to a study by 
Chmura Economics & Analyt-
ics that focused on Cleveland, 
refugee service organizations 
spent $4.8 million resettling 
refugees in that area in 2012. 
That number was vastly over-
shadowed by the economic 
impact those same refugees 
were calculated to have on 
the area — about $48 million.

Once they’re financially 
stable, refugees enjoy a level 
of prosperity unmatched by 
other immigrant classes.

In a 2004 study, Kalena 
Cortes, then a postdoctoral 
fellow at Princeton Universi-
ty, found that over a decade, 
refugees had earned 20 per-
cent more, worked 4 percent 
more hours, and improved 
their English skills more 
than their economic migrant 
counterparts.

The discrepancy is 
likely the result of a refugee’s 
unique life experiences, said 
Alex Nowrasteh, an immigra-
tion policy analyst for the 
Cato Institute, a Washington-
based think tank. Having 
been denied every other 
option available to them, he 

said, those who seek asylum 
are often more than ready to 
throw themselves headfirst 
into whatever opportunities 
they may be granted.

“Refugees are more likely 
to work, more likely to work 
more hours, and more likely 
to see poverty reduction than 
similarly skilled Americans,” 
Nowrasteh said. “They’re 
more upwardly mobile than 
other immigrants or natives, 
just because they start at 
such a low level and many 
are interested in putting 
down firm roots in their new 
country.”

“A lot of economic mi-
grants to the U.S. have the 
option of returning home” 
Nowrasteh said. Refugees do 
not have that option. So they 
have to make that permanent 
investment — learning Eng-
lish, getting an education.”

Syrian refugees in par-
ticular may be even better 
equipped to make that 
investment than others, data 
show. Coming from a country 
with relatively high education 
rates, Syrians are more likely 
than other immigrants to 
have high school, college and 
graduate degrees, Capps said.

“Prior to the war, Syria 
had high levels of education, 
which shows in the popula-
tion of Syrian immigrants 

residing in the U.S. now,” 
Capps said. “We don’t expect 
the profile of a Syrian refugee 
to be any different.”

Forty percent of Syrian 
immigrants have college de-
grees, while only 30 percent 
of immigrants overall do, 
Capps said.

Forty-nine percent of Syr-
ian immigrants hold profes-
sional jobs, while foreign-
born Americans overall hold 
38 percent, Capps said.

“It means there’s a good 
chance they’ll do well here.”

For proof, experts invite 
Americans to look elsewhere. 
Although the United States 
has accepted only a trickle 
of Syrian refugees — less 
than 2,000 so far, too small a 
percentage of the population 
to draw conclusions at home 
— European countries who 
have welcomed higher num-
bers of the asylum seekers 
have already seen economic 
benefits.

The European Commis-
sion’s fall economic forecasts, 
for example, calculate that 
the 3 million refugee arrivals 
expected before the end of 
2016 will produce increases 
in annual gross domestic 
product growth ranging from 
0.2 to 0.5 percent, while also 
serving to “translate into ad-
ditional employment.”

That is perhaps illustrated 
best in Turkey, where more 
than 1.8 million Syrians have 
been resettled already. As a 
result, the World Bank has 
reported the creation of 
new, higher-wage jobs that 
allowed for the “occasional 
upgrading of Turkish work-
ers.”

“What’s happening in 
Turkey where a decent 
number (of Syrians) have 
been allowed to work and 
start businesses is key to 
fleshing out what’s going to 
happen in the United States,” 
Nowrasteh said. “The wages 
of many mid- and high-skilled 
Turkish workers were pushed 
up because the Syrians oc-
cupied the jobs at the bottom 
of the labor market.”

Just two months ago, 
Bunyan’s restaurant — with 
others in the Boise Interna-
tional Market where it was 
located — burned down. But 
despite the setback, Bunyan 
is making strides forward, 
saving money and looking for 
a new location. He credits his 
ability to do so to the local 
community, which he says 
supports him at every turn.

“Every day people call me 
and tell me they want to do 
anything they can to help,” 
Bunyan said. “I don’t see any-
one who doesn’t help me.”

Refugees Settle Quickly And   
Grow The Economy, Experts Say
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Salam Bunyan worked as a chef in five-star hotels before coming to Boise, Idaho, in 2008 as a refugee. He’s now the 
owner and chef at The Goodness Land, which serves Iraqi/Middle Eastern cuisine. His menu, currently at 85 dishes, is 
about to increase to 100 dishes — plus specials, of course.  

protection and due process — 
rights also guaranteed under 
the federal Indian Civil Rights 
Act. Her lawyer, Sonia Martinez, 
said tribal members could have 
a persuasive argument against 
gay-marriage bans if their tribe 
incorporated federal constitu-
tional rights into tribal laws, 
which she says is the case on 
the Ak-Chin reservation.

The Ak-Chin Indian Commu-
nity wouldn’t comment directly 
on Pablo’s lawsuit but said 
marriage laws are a matter for 
the tribe to decide, not the U.S. 
Supreme Court.

“Whether our current 
law stays the same or needs 
to change, it must still be 
addressed in a manner that 
best promotes and protects 
the community’s sovereignty 
and right of self-governance, 
and best reflects the culture, 
tradition, and morals of the 
community and all of its 
members within the confines 
of our laws,” read a statement 
provided to The Associated 
Press.

Change for some tribes 
came easily.

The Central Council Tlingit 
& Haida Indian Tribes of Alaska 
enacted a marriage statute in 
March to expand court servic-
es. Chief Justice Debra O’Gara 
said leaders talked more about 
whether to allow members of 
the same clan to marry than 
members of the same sex.

“There was very little con-
troversy over the same gender 
aspect because everybody be-
lieved it should be open,” she 
said. “Whoever our citizens are 
should have the same rights as 
everyone else.”

Navajo Nation lawmaker 
Otto Tso said he would expect 
a heated debate on the tribe’s 
marriage laws that likely will 
be brought forth by tribal 
members. One of them, Alray 
Nelson, has been outspoken 
about the Navajo Nation’s ban 
on gay marriage, but he knows 
he doesn’t have support from 
enough lawmakers to get it 
overturned.

“They’re going to get our 
attention, and I’m all about lis-
tening, hearing them out, hear 
the concerns,” Tso said.

Fred Urbina, general coun-
sel for the Pascua Yaqui Tribe 
in southern Arizona, said he 
suspects the tribe’s laws that 
are silent on gay marriage will 
be questioned in the context 
of benefits and insurance for 
employee spouses.

Pablo and her son moved 
in with Tara Roy-Pablo and her 
children in Phoenix after she 
discovered the tribe wouldn’t 
provide insurance to her entire 
family and she risked arrest if 
they stayed in her tribal home.

Cleo Pablo said she’s never 
felt unwelcome in the tribal 
community where she works as 
a probation officer but doesn’t 
believe she should be treated 
differently under the law.

“As Native people in the 
community, we’re taught to 
stand in the background, not 
create waves,” she said. “I’ve 
done the opposite. People 
know who I am, who I was. I 
wouldn’t rock the boat. It gets 
to the point if you don’t say 
anything, nothing is going to 
change.”
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CLEVELAND (AP) — A 
19-year-old was arrested 
Friday in the fatal shooting of 
a 5-month-old girl who was 
in the backseat of a car while 
her mother and grandmother 
drove to a grocery store last 
month for birthday cake sup-
plies, authorities said.

“It helps a lot to just 
know that somebody’s being 
held accountable,” Beatrice 
Wakefield, the grandmother 
of Aavielle Wakefield, said in 
a phone interview.

Members of a fugitive task 
force led by the U.S. Mar-
shals Service arrested Davon 
Holmes on Cleveland’s east 
side within an hour of police 
obtaining an aggravated 
murder warrant. Cleveland 
police issued a statement 
that said homicide detec-
tives identified Holmes using 
multiple tips from the public 
to Crimestoppers. Police 
haven’t said why someone 
might have shot at the car. A 
police spokeswoman said Fri-
day that homicide detectives 
were interviewing Holmes.

At a news conference the 

day after the Oct. 1 shooting, 
an emotional Police Chief 
Calvin Williams announced 
that a $25,000 reward was 
being offered for information 
about the slaying. Aavielle 
was the third young child 
fatally shot in Cleveland in a 
four-week period.

Online court records 
don’t indicate whether 
Holmes has an attorney. A 
second man who lived near 
the shooting scene was ar-
rested Friday on suspicion of 
tampering with evidence.

Aavielle was shot once in 
the chest as she sat in the 
backseat of a car driven by 
her mother, Ieshia. Aavielle’s 
8-year-old sister was also in 
the car, along with Beatrice 
Wakefield. The car was 
struck by multiple rounds of 
gunfire but only Aavielle was 
injured.

Beatrice Wakefield said 
she’s thankful for the ar-
rest. “I’m just glad they got 
somebody and it didn’t take 
years,” she said.

Cleveland Man Arrested In Fatal 
Shooting Of 5-Month-Old Girl


