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Pope Brings Message To African Republic

BANGUI, Central African Republic (AP) — Flanked by Vati-
can bodyguards in flak jackets and machine-gun-toting U.N.
peacekeepers, Pope Francis plunged Sunday into conflict-
wracked Central African Republic and urged the country’s
Christian and Muslim factions to lay down their weapons
and instead arm themselves with peace and forgiveness.

Francis issued the appeal from the altar of Bangui’s cathe-
dral after arriving in the badly-divided capital on the final leg
of his three-nation African tour.

Schoolgirls dressed in the yellow and white of the Holy
See flag and women wearing traditional African fabric
dresses emblazoned with the pope’s face joined government
and church authorities to welcome Francis at Bangui airport
amid tight security.

Cheering crowds lined his motorcade route — about five
kilometers (three miles) of it in his open-sided popemobile.
The crowds swelled again at a displacement camp, where
children sang him songs of welcome and held up hand-made
signs saying “Peace,” “Love” and “Unity.”

“My wish for you, and for all Central Africans, is peace,”
Francis told the nearly 4,000 residents in the St. Sauveur
church camp. With the help of a Sango translator, he then led
them in a chant: “We are all brothers. We are all brothers.”

Paris Attack Marks New Global War

PARIS (AP) — The wave of suicide bombers and gun-
men who terrorized Paris marked a new stage in the war
against extremism that will leave no country in the world
untouched, Iraq’s foreign minister said Sunday.

In an interview with The Associated Press, Foreign Min-
ister Ibrahim al-Jaafari said Iraq has long known that Islamic
State extremists posed a fundamental danger and the Nov.
13 attacks on innocent people enjoying a night out were a
demonstration to the West of the Islamic State group’s deter-
mination to sow fear by killing as many people as possible.
A total of 130 people died and hundreds were injured in the
attacks on the Bataclan concert venue, bars and restaurants,
and the national stadiums.

“The world took too long to react against Daesh and al-
Qaida. In 2004, 11 years ago, I said terrorism had no religion,
had no country, had no particular beliefs. And in 2012, [ said
that we were in a third world war. Now, you will see that no
country can live in peace, quietly,” al-Jaafari said, using the
Arabic acronym for the group, which he said has nothing to
do with Islam.

Al-Jaafari spoke on the sidelines of international climate
negotiations, which is bringing together more than 140 world
leaders. He said the decision to attend the global confer-
ence was a sign of solidarity and trust in France’s ability to
protect people at the highest level.

Now, he said, countries must take initiative against the

group.

Info Released Of Officer Shooting Boy

CLEVELAND (AP) — Prosecutors in Ohio on Saturday
released a frame-by-frame analysis of the surveillance cam-
era footage first made public a year ago that shows a white
Cleveland police officer fatally shooting a black 12-year-old
boy who had a pellet gun.

The additional images taken from surveillance video at a
recreation center where Tamir Rice was shot and killed don’t

‘No More Baby Parts’: Reclusive
Suspect’s Words Draw Focus

BY SADIE GURMAN
Associated Press

COLORADO SPRINGS, Colo.
— Robert Lewis Dear told
authorities “no more baby
parts” after being arrested for
the shooting of a Colorado
Planned Parenthood clinic, ac-
cording to a law enforcement
official, part of a rambling
statement that investigators
are parsing to understand the
reasoning behind an assault
that left three dead.

Colorado Springs police
on Sunday said they would
not disclose any information
on the motive for the attack, a
move that guarantees further
speculation over the intention
of Dear, whom acquaintances
described as an odd, reclusive
loner, as he prepares for his
initial appearance in state
court on Monday.

Planned Parenthood cited
witnesses as saying the gun-
man was motivated by his
opposition to abortion. He
killed a police officer and two
civilians who were accompa-
nying separate friends to the
clinic: Jennifer Markovsky, 36,
a mother of two and Ke’Arre
Stewart, 29, an Iraq War vet-
eran and father of two.

The law enforcement of-
ficial who recounted Dear’s
statement spoke on condition
of anonymity because the
official was not allowed to
publicly discuss the ongoing
investigation. The official said
the “no more baby parts” com-
ment was among a number
of statements he made to
authorities after his arrest,
making it difficult to know his
specific motivation.

Still, U.S. Attorney John
Walsh said investigators have
been in touch with lawyers
from the Justice Department’s
Civil Rights and National
Security divisions, suggesting

officials could pursue federal
charges in addition to state
homicide ones. One possible
avenue is the 1994 Freedom
of Access to Clinic Entrances
Act, which makes it a crime
to injure or intimidate clinic
patients and employees.

The attack thrust the clinic
to the center of the debate
over Planned Parenthood,
which was reignited in July
when anti-abortion activists
released undercover video
they said showed the group’s
personnel negotiating the sale
of fetal organs.

Planned Parenthood has
denied seeking any payments
beyond legally permitted reim-
bursement costs for donating
the organs to researchers.
Still, the National Abortion
Federation says it has since
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An unidentified victim is transported from the Colorado Springs tactical vehicle to an
ambulance after a gunman opened fire at a Planned Parenthood facility on Centennial
Boulevard in Colorado Springs, Colo., on Friday. The gunman was captured alive.

seen a rise in threats at clinics
nationwide.

Vicki Cowart, the regional
head of Planned Parenthood,
said Sunday on ABC’s “This
Week” that the organization
has faced hateful speech.

“I can’t believe that this
isn’t contributing to some
folks, mentally unwell or not,
thinking that it’s OK to — to
target Planned Parenthood or
to target abortion providers,”
she said.

Colorado Gov. John Hicken-
looper on CNN’s State of the
Union called the attack “a
form of terrorism” and said
people need to be mindful of
“inflammatory rhetoric.”

Anti-abortion activists,
part of a group called the
Center for Medical Progress,
denounced the “barbaric kill-

ing spree in Colorado Springs
by a violent madman” and
offered prayers for the dead
and wounded and for their
families.

Cowart said the gunman
“broke in” to the clinic Friday
but didn’t get past a locked
door leading to the main part
of the facility. She said there
was no armed security when
the shooting began.

He later surrendered to
police after an hours long
standoff.

Nine other people were
hospitalized, including five
officers. Cowart said all 15
clinic employees survived and
worked hard to make sure eve-
ryone else got into safe spaces
and stayed quiet.

appear to contain any new or substantive information. The
new footage was released in the “spirit of openness,” said
Cuyahoga County Prosecutor Tim McGinty.

The analysis also doesn’t show whether Tamir, as police
officials have maintained, was reaching into his waistband
for the pellet gun when then-rookie patrolman Timothy
Loehmann shot him less than two seconds after getting out

of the car.

The enhancement by a video expert will be presented to
a grand jury that will decide if Loehmann or his field train-
ing officer should be charged criminally for Tamir’s death.
Loehmann shot Tamir outside Cudell Recreation Center on

Nov. 22, 2014.

Saturday’s release of the enhancement comes the same
day that attorneys for the boy’s family asked the prosecutor
to allow their use-of-force experts to testify before the grand
jury. The request follows the release of reports by use-of-
force experts hired by prosecutors that concluded the shoot-
ing was justified because the officers had no way of knowing
that Tamir’s pellet gun wasn't a real firearm.

HIV Positive Man Says His Dog Saved Him

CHICAGO (AP) — Rob Garofalo was devastated. He'd
built his medical and research career on helping young AIDS
patients. Then he learned that he, too, was HIV-positive. The
news came after he'd already survived kidney cancer and a

breakup with his longtime partner.

Try as he might, the doctor could not heal himself, at least

not emotionally.

“I couldn’t afford myself the same compassion that I'd
spent a career teaching other people to have,” says Garofalo,
who heads the adolescent medicine division at Lurie Chil-
dren’s Hospital of Chicago. At first, he told almost no one
about his HIV status — not even his own elderly mother, who
sensed that her son was struggling mightily during a Christ-

mas visit in 2010.

“You can tell me that everything is OK, but it’s not,” she
said, cupping her hands around her son’s face at the end of his

trip to his native New Jersey.

Garofalo recalls crying on much of the flight home to
Chicago in a catharsis that led him to an unexpected decision,
one that helped him in ways no human could and ultimately
led him to a new role in the HIV community.

Shopping
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asking shoppers different
questions, which has led it
to report numbers that vary
significantly from those it’s
gotten in previous years.

The moves are significant
because retail experts, inves-
tors and economists look
to the group’s Thanksgiving
weekend numbers to provide
an indication of the mood of
consumers heading into the
holiday shopping season, a
period of historically strong
spending.

The retail group on Sunday
said more than 151 million
people shopped in stores
or online over the weekend,
according to a survey of 4,281
shoppers. That compares with
133.7 million last year, but the
group said those figures are
not comparable because of its
change in methodology.

It also estimated that
spending per person was
$299.60. That’s below the
nearly $381 figure last year,
but the group also said this
year’s spending number is not
comparable to those in previ-
ous years.

The data, without year-
over-year comparisons, paints
an incomplete picture of the
behavior and spending of U.S.
shoppers over the weekend.
But overall, the group sticks
by its pre-Black Friday predic-
tion that sales in November

and December will rise 3.7 per-
cent to $630.5 billion. That’s
below last year’s 4.1 percent
growth.

Year-over-year growth is
getting increasingly harder
to come by, as the week-
end crowds proved. Mall of
America, the nation’s largest
shopping mall, said visits on
Thanksgiving and Black Friday,
were about even with last year.

“It’s no longer the crazy
rush when doors open,” said
Dan Jasper, a Mall of America
spokesman

Business was brisk but
not overwhelming at a Macy’s
in Kansas City, Missouri at
10 a.m. on Friday as a cold,
steady drizzle fell. No lines
had more than a few custom-
ers.

In Denver early on Black
Friday, the crowds were
similarly thin. In a strip mall
that included Kmart, every
store was open, but the only
one with a shopper inside was
Starbucks.

Kevin Sandoval had
never gone shopping on Black
Friday, but he was lured by a
Sam’s Club TV deal — $100 off
a 55-inch television.

Loading his car in the near-
empty parking lot, Sandoval
said he was in and out of the
store in about 15 minutes. He
expected a crowd, but found
just a handful of other shop-
pers.

“There was no one here,”
he said. “This is a hidden gem
now, coming out to shop on
Black Friday.”

Trump Drops Event With Black Pastors After Some Object

BY JILL COLVIN
Associated Press

JERSEY CITY, N.J. — Republican
presidential candidate Donald Trump has
cancelled a press conference in which his
campaign said he would be endorsed by
as many as 100 black evangelical religious
leaders. Many of those invited to the event
say they had no intention of endorsing the
billionaire businessman and former reality
television star.

“It’s a miscommunication,” said Dar-
rell Scott, the senior pastor of New Spirit
Revival Center in Cleveland Heights, Ohio,
who has helped to arrange meetings be-
tween Trump and black pastors in recent
months. Trump’s campaign “thought it
was going to be a press conference for an
endorsement when it wasn’t,” Scott said
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Sunday in an interview.

Trump campaign spokeswoman Hope
Hicks said in an email that Trump would
still be holding a private meeting with the
group on Monday before departing for a
rally in Georgia. She did not respond to ad-
ditional questions about the cancellation.

Trump has been courting the support
of evangelical black clergy members as he
works to broaden his appeal in a crowded
Republican field. He has held several meet-
ings with pastors from across the country
in recent months.

His campaign issued a press release
last week that read: “Mr. Trump will be
joined by a coalition of 100 African-Ameri-
can evangelical pastors and religious lead-
ers who will endorse the GOP front-runner
after a private meeting at Trump Tower.”

Scott estimated that more than 100
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preachers would nonetheless be meeting
with Trump on Monday, despite criticism
in an open letter in Ebony magazine from
more than 100 black religious leaders.

In the letter, the group wrote that
“Trump’s racially inaccurate, insensitive
and incendiary rhetoric should give those
charged with the care of the spirits and
souls of black people great pause.” They
also expressed concern that the meeting
on Monday would “give Trump the appear-
ance of legitimacy among those who follow
your leadership and respect your position
as clergy.”

Earlier this month, a black protester
was roughed up by Trump supporters at a
rally in Birmingham, Alabama. Trump said
after the incident, “Maybe he should have
been roughed up because it was absolute-
ly disgusting what he was doing.”
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