
thanks to several Big Ten Confer-
ence transfers on that side of the
ball.

USD is coming off a season-best
247 rushing yards, led by 153 from
Marcus Sims, in last week’s victory,

meaning something will have to
give today.

“I imagine it’ll be a battle of
wills there,” Meierkort said.
“They’ll load the box on us, like
most teams do, and we have to fig-
ure out a way to get that extra hat
out.

“Whether it’s play-action pass
or our option game, one thing we
have going for us is that our quar-
terback is very mobile, so we’ll
have to use that to our advantage.”

Quarterback Dante Warren has
completed 59.8 percent of his
passes (61-of-102) of this season,
for 823 yards and six touchdowns
— with seven interceptions. He
has also proven dangerous again
with his feet this season, rushing
for 270 yards and five touchdowns.

“They are a very experienced
team, with a very good quarter-
back who’s very athletic, and they
can cause you problems,” Spack
said. “Offensively, they don’t have

many flaws.”
In the case of Illinois State, the

Redbirds boast their own threat in
the run game.

Running back Ashton Leggett
averages 113.5 yards on the
ground, and his total of 681 yards
ranks third in the MVFC and 12th
nationally. He ran for a career-high
178 yards in last Saturday’s win at
Missouri State.

Defensively, Illinois State has
held opposing offenses in check on

the ground. The Redbirds have al-
lowed over 100 yards rushing
twice this season (164 to
Youngstown State and 124 to North
Dakota State).

Spack, who also serves as de-
fensive coordinator, has brought
with him a tough style from his
days as defensive coordinator at
FBS Purdue, Meierkort said.

“They’re big, physical kids up
front,” he said. “From watching
them play, they’re playing like his

(Spack) old Purdue defenses.”
Not only will the Coyotes be

searching for their first road win of
the season, they will attempt to do
so on Illinois State’s homecoming.

“They’re a team that plays on
emotion,” Meierkort said. “This
week is their homecoming, so
they’ll have some people in the
stands and they’ll be excited to
play.”
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GAME DAY
3 p.m., Hancock Stadium (9,500), Normal, Ill.

Radio: 102.7 FM, 1450 AM, 91.1 FM

THE UNIVERSITY OF SOUTH DAKOTA AT ILLINOIS STATE

Date Opponent USD Opp
Sept. 3 at Air Force 20 37
Sept. 10 Eastern Washington 30 17
Sept. 17 Northwestern Oklahoma State 48 10
Sept. 24 at Wisconsin 10 59
Oct. 1 Lindenwood 30 0
Oct. 8 Southern Utah 24 19
Oct. 15 at Illinois State (3 p.m.)
Oct. 22 UC Davis (4 p.m.)
Oct. 29 at Cal Poly (8:05 p.m.)
Nov. 12 Missouri S&T (noon)
Nov. 19 at North Dakota (1 p.m.)

SCHEDULES USD STAT LEADERS

PREDICTION

STANDINGS

MATCHUPS

CONDITIONS

ONLINE

PROBABLE STARTERS

Series: First Meeting

GAME DAY
6 p.m., Coughlin-Alumni Stadium (15,000), Brookings

Radio: 570 AM; Online Video: ESPN3.com

Series: UNI 26-17-2; Last Meeting: UNI 24, SDSU 14 (2010)
COYOTES
4-2 (1-0 Great West)

Date Opponent ISU Opp
Sept. 1 at Eastern Illinois 26 33
Sept. 10 Morehead State 52 21
Sept. 17 at Youngstown State 27 34
Sept. 24 South Dakota State 20 17
Oct. 1 at North Dakota state 10 20
Oct. 8 at Missouri State 38 13
Oct. 15 South Dakota (3 p.m.)
Oct. 22 Indiana State (1 p.m.)
Oct. 29 at Southern Illinois (2:30 p.m.)
Nov. 5 Western Illinois (1 p.m.)
Nov. 19 Northern Iowa (11 a.m.)

COYOTE OFFENSE
Pos No Name Ht Wt Yr
QB 2 Dante Warren 6-0 201 Sr
RB 20 Chris Ganious 5-7 190 Sr
FB 87 Quintin McMartin 6-1 234 Jr
WR 17 Will Powell 6-1 206 Jr
WR 1 Dustin Nowotny 6-3 215 Sr
RT 78 R.J. Polley 6-6 320 Sr
RG 64 Brent Johnson 6-5 309 Sr
C 69 Tim Ross 6-2 286 Jr
LG 74 Matt Porisch 6-7 294 Sr
LT 76 Tom Compton 6-6 314 Sr
TE 84 Jay Burns 6-4 245 Jr

COYOTE DEFENSE
Pos No Name Ht Wt Yr
DE 11 Tyler Starr 6-5 236 So
NG 96 Jesse Weisbrod 6-5 277 Sr
DT 91 David Giese 6-3 280 Jr
DE 29 Andrew Meier 6-4 228 Sr
LB 43 Darius Hogans 6-1 215 Jr
LB 44 Adam Broders 6-2 227 Sr
LB 42 Shea Williams 6-2 224 Sr
SS 8 Shane Potter 6-2 207 Sr
FS 26 Aaron Swift 5-8 164 So
CB 12 Alphonso Valdez 5-9 177 Jr
CB 10 Marquis Butler 6-1 191 Sr

REDBIRDS OFFENSE
Pos No Name Ht Wt Yr
LT 56 Cody White 6-5 315 Sr
LG 74 Nick Bledsoe 6-1 295 Sr
C 51 Cal McCarthy 6-2 285 Sr
RG 61 Keenan Wimbley 6-2 295 Sr
RT 60 Milton Owens 6-2 320 Sr
TE 17 Brandon Venson 6-3 245 Sr
WR 12 Tyrone Walker 5-11 200 Jr
WR 85 Lechein Neblett 6-0 175 RFr
WR 11 Matt Younger 6-2 180 So
QB 13 Matt Brown 6-4 215 Jr
RB 5 Ashton Leggett 5-11 230 Sr

REDBIRDS DEFENSE
Pos No Name Ht Wt Yr
DE 4 Nate Palmer 6-3 220 Jr
DT 55 Eric Brunner 6-2 285 Sr
DT 92 Albert Sparks 6-3 330 So
DE 35 Colton Underwood 6-4 245 So
SLB 3 Evan Frierson 6-2 230 Jr
MLB 34 Josh Howe 6-0 235 Sr
WLB 23 Austin Davis 6-1 220 Jr
CB 24 Mike Banks 5-7 195 Fr
SS 14 Matt Goldsmith 6-1 190 So
FS 7 Ben Erickson 6-1 195 Jr
CB 21 Otis Merrill 5-11 185 Sr

RUSHING
Att Yds Avg Long TD

Marcus Sims 72 456 6.3 53 3
Chris Ganious 77 316 4.1 26 1
Dante Warren 68 270 4.0 62 5
COYOTES 257 1,150 4.5 62 9
Opponents 199 798 4.0 80 9

PASSING
Com Att Yds Int TD

Dante Warren 61 102 823 7 6
COYOTES 78 126 964 7 9
Opponents 139 208 1,477 6 9

RECEIVING
No Yds Avg Long TD

Will Powell 20 336 16.8 45 2
Dustin Nowotny 17 139 8.2 14 2
Jeremy Blount 16 283 20.2 50 3
COYOTES 78 964 12.4 50 9
Opponents 139 1,477 10.6 59 9

PLACE KICKING
EPm EPa FGm FGa Long

Kevin Robb 18 19 10 11 40

PUNTING
No Avg. Long In20

Cole Zwiefelhofer 26 42.3 72 7

DEFENSIVE LEADERS
Tack TFL Sack INT FR

Adam Broders 54 5 3 — —
Shane Potter 41 2 — 1 —
Shea Williams 36 3 1 — —
Darius Hogans 32 1 — — 1
Tyler Starr 31 14 10 — 1
Andrew Meier 12 2 1 — —
COYOTES 465 41 23 6 5
Opponents 424 33 19 7 0

ISU STAT LEADERS

RUSHING
Att Yds Avg Long TD

Ashton Leggett 130 681 5.2 75 7
Cliffton Gordon 30 153 5.1 50 1
Darrelynn Dunn 21 131 6.2 25 1
REDBIRDS 227 1,116 4.9 75 9
Opponents 194 411 2.1 34 5

PASSING
Com Att Yds Int TD

Matt Brown 120 183 1,306 5 12
REDBIRDS 123 188 1,315 5 12
Opponents 122 187 1,601 2 12

RECEIVING
No Yds Avg Long TD

Tyron Walker 34 439 12.9 64 6
Lechein Neblett 23 243 10.6 33 0
Marvon Sanders 22 281 12.8 73 2
REDBIRDS 123 1,315 10.7 73 12
Opponents 122 1,601 13.1 91 12

PLACE KICKING
EPm EPa FGm FGa Long

Nick Aussieker 21 23 4 9 27

PUNTING
No Avg. Long In20

Patrick Wright 28 38.9 55 9

DEFENSIVE LEADERS
Tack TFL Sack INT FR

Josh Howe 48 3 — — —
Evan Frierson 36 8 3 — 1
Eric Brunner 28 8 4 — 3
Nate Palmer 26 5 5 — 1
Colton Underwood 24 5.5 4 — —
Ben Ericksen 15 2 — — 3
REDBIRDS 419 48 20 2 9
Opponents 476 20 3 5 6

ILLINOIS ST.
3-3 (2-2 MVFC)

JAMES D. CIMBUREK/P&D
South Dakota linebacker Adam Broders (44) celebrates after
a big play during the Coyotes’ victory over Lindenwood on Oct. 1.
Broders, a senior from Bloomfield, Neb., had 17 tackles and
earned Great West Conference Player of the Week honors this past
week, and will be a key for USD again today against Illinois State.

After relying on the defense in a win over
Southern Utah, the Coyotes get back to lean-
ing heavily on their offense, which again re-
sponds to the call.

USD 27, ISU 20

GWC All
South Dakota 1-0 4-2
North Dakota 1-0 4-2
Cal Poly 0-0 2-3
UC Davis 0-0 1-4
Southern Utah 0-2 3-3

Outdoors, Field Turf. A great afternoon for
football and for Illinois State’s homecoming, with
sun and highs in the low 60s.

The Press & Dakotan’s Jeremy Hoeck
does a live chat during every Coyote home
game. Find it online at 
www.yankton.net/coyotegameday. Com-
plete coverage will be available in Monday’s
Press & Dakotan.

COYOTE OFFENSE VS. ISU DEFENSE
The Coyotes’ dual rushing threat will meet tough competition, as the Red-

birds rank third in FCS in opponents’ rushing yards per game (68.5) while the
Coyotes have pounded out nearly 200 yards a game on the ground. But Dante
Warren’s mobility may be enough to keep the Redbirds at bay

COYOTE DEFENSE VS. ISU OFFENSE
This will be decided in the trenches. USD has made 41 tackles for loss and

23 sacks (14 TFL and 10 sacks for Tyler Starr alone), but faces an ISU squad
that has allowed just three sacks in six games. The Redbirds have also rushed
for 1,116 yards and QB Matt Brown has thrown for 1,306 yards while completing
nearly two-thirds of his passes.

SPECIAL TEAMS
USD sophomore kicker Kevin Robb is 10-11 in field goals and 18-19 in PATs,

while punter Cole Zwiefelhofer averages 42.3 yards per attempt. ISU cannot
match the Coyotes at kicker or punter, but are break-even in the return depart-
ment.

INTANGIBLES
ISU is 2-0 at home, including a big win over Missouri State three weeks ago.

The Redbirds are celebrating homecoming, meaning that players and fans will be
amped up for the game.

Quick Hitters
■ UNI quarterback Tirrell Rennie has

rushed for nearly 500 yards and passed for
825 yards this season, earning him a spot
on the Walter Payton Award watch list. He is
one of four FCS quarterbacks not to have
thrown an interception in 2011.

■ SDSU quarterbck Austin Sumner,
thrust into the starting lineup after Thomas
O’Brien left the team, has increased his of-
fensive output in each of his three starts, in-
cluding a 22-35, 345-yard, 4 TD
performance in the Jacks’ win over
Youngstown State.

■ UNI is looking for its first 4-0 start to
conference play since 2007, when the Pan-
thers finished 6-0 in the league. The Pan-
thers have won four of five meetings with
SDSU.

■ SDSU will celebrate Military Appreci-
ation Night in conjunction with the game. All
veterans and current service  members with
a valid military I.D., copy of their DD Form
214 or with a DAV, VA, VFW or American
Legion membership card can pick up their
two free tickets on the day of the game at
Gate 6 of Coughlin-Alumni Stadium. Imme-
diate family members of military personnel
currently serving away from home will be al-
lowed to sign in for more than two tickets.

■ SDSU will also induct its 2011 class

for its Jackrabbit Sports Hall of Fame during
on-campus ceremonies today. Honorees in-
clude Armour native Jeff Tiefenthaler (foot-
ball, track and field), as well as Dave Lane
(baseball), Stan Opp (wrestling) and Audrey
(Stavrum) Riggs (cross country, track and
field).

Key Matchup
SDSU OFFENSE VS. UNI DEFENSE:

Austin Sumner, Tyrel Kool and the Jacks’ of-
fense will have their hands full against a
Panthers defense that has allowed just
three offensive touchdowns in three MVFC
games. The Panthers boast two players on
the Buck Buchanan Award watch list, defen-
sive tackle Ben Boothby and linebacker L.J.
Fort.

MVFC Standings

Conf All
Northern Iowa 3-0 4-1
North Dakota State 2-0 5-0
Indiana State 2-1 4-2
Illinois State 2-2 3-3
Western Illinois 1-1 2-3
Southern Illinois 1-2 2-3
Youngstown State 1-2 2-3
South Dakota State 1-2 2-4
Missouri State 0-3 0-6

GAME DAY
Bye Week: Next Game Oct. 22 at Minnesota

Radio: 93.1 FM; TV: ABC

Quick Hitters
■ Nebraska posted its biggest come-

back in school history last Saturday, rallying
from 21 points down to beat Ohio State 34-
27.

■ Nebraska’s Jared Crick will miss the
rest of the season after he was diagnosed
with a torn pectoral muscle. Crick, a senior
defensive tackle, ranks eighth on Ne-
braska’s career sacks with 20, including 9.5
in 2009 and 2010. He also has 35 career
tackles for loss and 167 career tackles. He
was a first-team all-Big 12 selection each of
the past two seasons.

■ Nebraska’s Rex Burkhead (119
yards) and Taylor Martinez (102 yards) com-
bined to give the Huskers a pair of 100-yard
rushing efforts for the 69th time in school
history. Burkhead’s 119 yards came on a ca-
reer-high 26 carries and including 96 yards
in the fourth quarter.

■ Minnesota, Nebraska’s next oppo-
nent, is also off this week. The Gophers will

come in with a 1-5 record, including a 37-24
loss to FCS North Dakota State. Minnesota
has been outscored 103-17 in its two Big
Ten contests.

■ Nebraska is coming off a loss in its
conference opener for the second time in
four years but only the third time in 37.

Big Ten Standings

Legends Division Conf All
Michigan 2-0 6-0
Michigan State 1-0 4-1
Nebraska 1-1 5-1
Iowa 0-1 3-2
Northwestern 0-2 2-3
Minnesota 0-2 1-5

Leaders Division Conf All
Illinois 2-0 6-0
Penn State 2-0 5-1
Wisconsin 1-0 5-0
Purdue 1-0 3-2
Ohio State 0-2 3-3
Indiana 0-2 1-5

Coyotes
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 Log on Now through December 10th

 http:// play2win.upickem.net

 Limited time offer…

    FALL SEASON PASS
 Individual – $ 1 50
          Couple – $200

 GOOD FOR
 GREEN FEES ONLY

 Good thru  1 1 / 30  66 8 – 5205
 Golf Course

 AND  MONGOLIAN  GRILL

  (605)260-8888

 KING BUFFET
 3013 N. Broadway, Yankton (East of Wal-Mart) 

 Over 65 Items On Our Lunch 
 & Dinner Buffet Including 
 Sushi & Mongolian BBQ! 

 Carry-Out & Catering Available

 NO MSG

 Now Serving 
 Roast Beef On 

 The Buffet!

 406 Broadway, Yankton • 665-5032 • www.yanktonpaintanddecorating.com
 Yankton Paint & Decorating

 Get   ‘em   to   Go!

 N. Hwy 81 • 665–6394

 Game Day  WINGS
 $20 99 $20 99 $20 99

        50        50     50 for for for

 How it Works!
 Players pick winning teams of the 15 games offered each week! Players 
 guess scores of the ‘biggest’ game as weekly tiebreakers! National weekly 
 and overall prizes to be given. There will also be a weekly local winner who 
 will get a $25 check to be used at participating businesses. 
 (Option of dividing the weekly check into (2) $12.50 checks.)

 Weekly National Prizes Include: Fatheads

 Overall National Prize is a  Trip to Hawaii
 How to win the grill! 
 There are a total of 34 College Bowl games played annually. 
 Players compete by making predictions on the outcome of the Bowl Games. 
 Contest includes all 34 Bowl games. Most games are worth 1 point. 
 BCS games are worth 6 points. National prizes will be given away. 

 P RESS & D AKOTAN
 Y ANKTON  D AILY

 Search it on Facebook! 

 One GRAND PRIZE winner who participates locally will win the Traeger Lil’ Tex Elite Pellet Grill! 

 Enter the

 Trying to tackle 
 your weight?

 We can help.

 300 W. 23rd St., Yankton•605-665-133 2
 Your One Stop Shop
 Featuring: Candy, Pop, Gasoline, Dairy, 
 Ice Cream, Cigarettes, Beer,  
 Off Sale Liquor Sales
 SD Powerball & Video Lottery

 ROADRUNNER
 Convenience Store

 On Sale This Week!

 Play on your mobile phone! 

 2100 Broadway, Yankton • 665-7808
 WINE & SPIRITS

 Makers Mark
 Bourbon

 $ 20 97
 750 ML

 WEEKEND SPECIAL!  Prices good thru 
 Monday 10/17/11

 Features a multi-position digital 
 thermometer control, upgraded wheels, 
 and a durable powder coat finish! 

 Want a Chance to Win 
 A Traeger Lil’ Tex Elite

 ($800 Value)

 Karen Dolejsi   of Yankton
 She won a $25 check to Roadrunner

 She picked 14 correct games out of 15!

 Play2Win College Football Frenzy Online!

 CONGRATULATIONS 

 Saturday, Oct. 29

 DAILY SPECIALS!
 Sunday:  Bloody Marys $5.00
 Monday:  $2.00 Large 

 Domestic Drinks
 Tuesday:  $2.00 Well Drinks

 Wednesday:  Domestic Taps ~ 
 $1.25 Small, $3.25 Large

 Thursday:  $2 Mystery Shot
 Friday:  “Buck”et Night
 Saturday:  Live Music ~ Mike & Jay

 UNDER NEW 
 OWNERSHIP

 Formerly 
 Robbie’s 

 Little Casino

 304 W. 3rd, 
 Yankton

 Captain 
 Morgan

 FALL CARPET SALE!

 On Sale Now!

 $ 27 99
 1.75 Ltr

 Come Have A Spook-tacular Time!

 HALLOWEEN PARTY!
 COSTUME CONTEST!


