
NEW YORK (AP) — The Oc-
cupy Wall Street movement has
close to $300,000, as well as stor-
age space loaded with donated
supplies in lower Manhattan. It
stared down city officials to hang
on to its makeshift headquarters,
showed its muscle Saturday with
a big Times Square demonstra-
tion and found legions of ac-
tivists demonstrating in
solidarity across the country and
around the world. 

Could this be the peak for
loosely organized protesters,
united less by a common cause
than by revulsion to what they
consider unbridled corporate
greed? Or are they just getting
started? 

There are signs of confidence,
but also signs of tension among
the demonstrators at Zuccotti
Park, the epicenter of the move-
ment that began a month ago
Monday. They have trouble
agreeing on things like whether
someone can bring in a sleeping
bag, and show little sign of unit-
ing on any policy issues. Some
protesters eventually want the
movement to rally around a goal,

while others insist that isn’t the
point.

“We’re moving fast, without a
hierarchical structure and lots of
gears turning,” said Justin
Strekal, a college student and po-
litical organizer who traveled
from Cleveland to New York to
help. “... Egos are clashing, but
this is participatory democracy
in a little park.”

Even if the protesters were
barred from camping in Zuccotti
Park, as the property owner and
the city briefly threatened to do
last week, the movement would
continue, Strekal said. He said ac-
tivists were working with legal
experts to identify alternate sites

where the risk of getting kicked
out would be relatively low.

Wall Street protesters are in-
tent on hanging on to the mo-
mentum they gained from
Saturday’s worldwide demonstra-
tions, which drew hundreds of
thousands of people, mostly in
the U.S. and Europe. They’re fill-
ing a cavernous space a block
from Wall Street with donated
goods to help sustain their
nearly month-long occupation of
a private park nearby.

They’ve amassed mounds of
blankets, pillows, sleeping bags,
cans of food, medical and hy-
gienic supplies — even oddities
like a box of knitting wool and 20

pairs of swimming goggles (to
shield protesters from pepper-
spray attacks). Supporters are
shipping about 300 boxes a day,
Strekal said.

The space was donated by the
United Federation of Teachers,
which has offices in the building.

Close to $300,000 in cash also
has been donated, through the
movement’s website and by peo-
ple who give money in person at
the park, said Bill Dobbs, a press
liaison for the movement. The
movement has an account at
Amalgamated Bank, which bills
itself as “the only 100 percent
union-owned bank in the United
States.”  
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Iran’s Supreme Leader Warns United States  

TEHRAN, Iran (AP) — Iran’s supreme leader warned the United
States on Sunday that any measures taken against Tehran over an
alleged plot to assassinate the Saudi ambassador to Washington
would elicit a “resolute” response.

Two men, including a member of the Iranian special foreign ac-
tions unit known as the Quds Force, have been charged in New
York federal court with conspiring to kill the Saudi diplomat, Adel
Al-Jubeir. U.S. officials have said no one was ever in any immediate
danger from the plot.

“If U.S. officials have some delusions, (they must) know that any
unsuitable act, whether political or security, will meet a resolute re-
sponse from the Iranian nation,” state TV quoted Supreme Leader
Ayatollah Ali Khamenei as saying.

Iran also demanded that a diplomat be allowed to visit one of
the men in prison.

Khamenei’s comments may reflect Iranian concerns that Wash-
ington would use the Al-Jubeir case to ratchet up sanctions and re-
cruit international allies to try to further isolate Tehran.

Union To Advisers: Study Post Office Future
WASHINGTON (AP) — The post office’s largest union said Sunday

it is hiring its own financial consultants to study the future of the fi-
nancially strapped agency.

The National Association of Letter Carriers said it is hiring the in-
vestment bank Lazard Group LLC and former White House adviser
Ron Bloom as consultants on the future of the post office. Bloom is a
former assistant to President Barack Obama for manufacturing pol-
icy.

The Postal Service lost $8 billion in 2010 and the picture is likely
to be worse when details of fiscal 2011 are released next month. The
agency has proposed cutting mail delivery to five days a week, clos-
ing thousands of offices and cutting its staff by as many as 200,000.

“The nation’s letter carriers are committed to preserving six-day-
a-week universal services to every address in every village, town and
city in the nation,” said Fredric V. Rolando, president of the 280,000-
member union.

Rolando said the cost of the consulting services will depend on
how extensive the work has to be, and added it will focus on the
long-term success of the post office. He said the union will also con-
tinue to work with Congress and postal management.

Libyans Bulldoze Walls Of Gadhafi Compound 
TRIPOLI, Libya (AP) — Libyan revolutionary forces bulldozed

the green walls surrounding Moammar Gadhafi’s main Tripoli com-
pound on Sunday, saying it was time “to tear down this symbol of
tyranny.”

The sprawling, fortress-like compound known as Bab al-Aziziya
has long been hated by Libyans who feared to even walk nearby
during Gadhafi’s more than four decades in power and its capture
was seen as a turning point in the civil war as revolutionaries over-
ran the capital in late August.

Ahmad Ghargory, commander of a revolutionary brigade, said
the area will be turned into a public park accessible to all Libyans.

“It’s the revolutionary decision to tear down this symbol of
tyranny,” Ghargory said. “We were busy with the war, but now we
have the space to do this.”

Already, the courtyard in front of Gadhafi’s former house, which
he used for many fiery speeches trying to rally supporters during
the uprising, has been turned into a weekly pet market. Tripoli resi-
dents roam the premises as if at a museum, with vendors selling
revolutionary flags and other souvenirs.

At Least 66 Killed By Landslides And Flooding 
SAN SALVADOR, El Salvador (AP) — Central American authori-

ties said on Sunday that at least 66 people had died in six days of
heavy rains that caused landslides, floods and bridge failures
throughout the region. Officials ordered evacuations as the rain
was expected to continue.

El Salvador’s director of civil protection, Jorge Melendez, said in
a news conference that at least 24 people had died in the country,
most of them buried in their houses by landslides.

The country is in a state of alert and preparing for “major disas-
ters,” Melendez said.

Authorities were evacuating people from the area around a vol-
cano near the capital of San Salvador, where hundreds died in land-
slides in 1982.

Melendez said flooding had closed a major highway in the coun-
try’s west and destroyed a bridge. In the eastern state of San
Miguel, water overflowed from the Rio Grande river and had inun-
dated large expanses of farmlands.

BY BRETT ZONGKER
Associated Press

WASHINGTON — For many who helped dedi-
cate the new Martin Luther King Jr. Memorial on
Sunday, the towering granite monument is a stark
reminder that the civil rights leader’s dream of so-
cial and economic justice has yet to be realized. 

In many ways, the ceremony was a passing of
the torch to a younger generation with speeches
marked by fierce rhetoric over the nation’s eco-
nomic disparities. 

Thousands gathered at the memorial site,
some as early as 5 a.m., to hear President Barack
Obama, King’s children and other civil rights lead-
ers. Speaker after speaker invoked King’s “I Have
a Dream” speech from 1963 to challenge others to
carry on his fight. 

“Yes, my father had a dream. It was a dream,
he said, that was deeply embedded in the Ameri-
can dream,” said King’s son Martin Luther King III.
“The problem is the American dream of 50 years
ago ... has turned into a nightmare for millions”
who have lost their jobs and homes. 

The nation has “lost its soul,” he said, when it
tolerates such vast economic disparities, teen bul-
lying, and having more people of color in prison
than in college.

His sister, the Rev. Bernice King, reminded the
crowd that just before her father’s assassination
in 1968, he was mobilizing a poor people’s cam-
paign to occupy the nation’s capital until the eco-
nomic system changed. 

She said the postponement of an earlier ded-
ication because of Hurricane Irene that was
planned on Aug. 28, the 48th anniversary of her
father’s “Dream” speech, may have been an act
of God.

“Perhaps the postponement was a divine in-
terruption to remind us of a King that moved us
beyond the dream of racial justice to the action
and work of economic justice,” she said. “Per-
haps God wanted us to move beyond the
‘dream’ into action.”

Other speakers included union leaders, the

Rev. Jesse Jackson and Andrew Young, the former
Atlanta mayor and U.N. ambassador who was an
aide to King. Young urged the crowd to vote for a
president who has their interests at heart.

Actress Cicely Tyson said her contemporaries
are passing the fight on to a new generation. She
passed the microphone to 12-year-old Amandla
Stenberg. The girl recalled learning about the civil
rights movement in school and named four young
girls killed in a 1963 church bombing in Birming-
ham, Ala.

“As Dr. King said at their funeral, ‘They
didn’t live long lives, but they lived meaningful
lives,”’ Amandla said. “I plan to live a meaning-
ful life, too.”

Some looked to Obama to carry on King’s
legacy. 

Street vendors nearby sold framed photo-
graphs edited to depict King and the nation’s first

black president conversing together in the Oval
Office, along with a wide swath of buttons,
posters and other souvenirs showing King and
Obama.  

U.S. Rep. John Lewis of Georgia said Obama’s
election was “just a down payment” on King’s
dream. “We’re not there yet,” he said. 

About 1.5 million people are estimated to have
visited the memorial’s 30-foot-tall statue of King
and its granite walls where 14 of his quotations
are carved in stone since it opened in August. The
memorial is the first on the National Mall honor-
ing a black leader. 

The sculpture of King with his arms crossed
appears to emerge from a stone extracted from a
mountain. It was carved by Chinese artist Lei
Yixin. The design was inspired by a line from the
“Dream” speech: “Out of the mountain of despair,
a stone of hope.”

MLK Memorial Dedicated In D.C.

Occupy Wall Street Shows Some Muscle
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Attendees hold a photograph of the Rev. Martin Luther King, Jr. during a dedication ceremony at
the Martin Luther King Memorial on the National Mall Sunday in Washington, D.C. 

Cain’s Ties To
Koch Brothers’

Group Scrutinized
IOWA CITY, Iowa (AP) — Repub-

lican presidential hopeful Herman
Cain has cast himself as the out-
sider, the pizza magnate with real-
world experience who will bring
fresh ideas to the nation’s capital.
But Cain’s economic ideas, support
and organization have close ties to
two billionaire brothers who
bankroll right-leaning causes
through their group Americans for
Prosperity.

Cain’s campaign manager and a
number of aides have worked for
Americans for Prosperity, or AFP,
the advocacy group founded with
support from billionaire brothers
Charles and David Koch, which lob-
bies for lower taxes and less gov-
ernment regulation and spending.
Cain credits a businessman who
served on an AFP advisory board
with helping devise his “9-9-9” plan
to rewrite the nation’s tax code.
And his years of speaking at AFP
events have given the businessman
and radio host a network of loyal
grassroots fans.

The once little-known business-
man’s political activities are getting
fresh scrutiny these days since he
soared to the top of some national
polls.

His links to the Koch brothers
could undercut his outsider, non-po-
litical image among people who de-
test politics as usual and candidates
connected with the party machine.


