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Film
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“It’s the cow capital of South Dakota. It
has golden corn fields. It sets the whole
atmosphere and mood of the love story
we're trying to tell between these two
people. It felt like Yankton was the best
place to shoot it.”

Alliata is hesitant to give away too
many details of the story.

“It started over spring break of last
year, when Amy, Julie (Amsberry of Yank-
ton) and I were talking,” she said. “We
were thinking about a decision that a
man has to make in a moment on a road.
We had an image in our minds that in-
spired the rest of the story. We didn’t
know how we wanted it to play out, and
then it kind of took the form of a re-told
myth of Orpheus and Eurydice that felt
the most natural to us.”

In the Greek tale of Orpheus and Eury-
dice, Orpheus must have Charon, the fer-
ryman of Hades, carry him across the
rivers Styx and Acheron to the under-
world so he can find his dead wife and
bring her back to the land of the living.

The film has Will (played by Wuestew-
ald) deciding whether to live his life with-
out the namesake of the story, Emily
(who is played by King), or to join her in
the afterlife.

Alliata had worked with Wuestewald,
a 2001 Yankton High School graduate who
focuses on stage acting in Denver, on a
previous short film project and wanted to
work with him again. She also had King, a
2004 Yankton High School graduate who
acts on the stage in Minneapolis, in mind
when writing the role of Emily, despite
never having worked with her previously.

King said she was flattered to have the
role written for her.

Added Wuestewald, “Yana is a fantas-
tic director. She caters to everybody on
the set. I think some directors focus their
energy in one direction at times. Yana
seems to take care of every situation at
the same time, and it’s pretty impressive
to watch. She makes sure everybody is
doing their job, and she’s also making
sure that everybody is comfortable with
what is happening.”

What brought all this talent together?
At one time or another, Miner taught
each of them. During her time at Yankton
Middle School, she instructed Wuestew-
ald, King and other members of the film
crew. And it was while teaching at La
Pietra, the Hawaii School for Girls, that
Miner met Hawaiian native Alliata.

“I know I'm the common denominator
in the process (of their meeting), but
what made this film is talent,” Miner said.
“From my perspective, it’s cool to say, ‘I
know that one, that one and that one.’
That'’s fun. But it would be quite a stretch
of the imagination to think [ have much of
anything to do with their talent.”

King and Wuestewald expressed admi-
ration for Miner and a happiness to be
working in their hometown.

“I think Amy has had such a big influ-
ence on all of us at different times in our
lives,” King said. “It’s an honor to come
back and do something with her and then
to build a new creative environment with
people. It’s nice that it's at home and
showcasing a little bit of our lovely land-
scape and bringing excitement to the
town.”

“There is something about working
where you grew up,” added Wuestewald.
“l didn’t imagine I would ever do it, but
it’s nice to do something here.”

During the three-day shoot, filming was
done at Avera Sacred Heart Hospital; the
home of Miner’s parents, Jim and Celia
Miner; and along Chalkstone Road on the
western edge of Yankton.

Part of the filming had to be done at

night, and rain Saturday evening delayed
completion until the early hours of Sunday
morning.

Other than that, Alliata said the shoot
went smoothly.

“There are always technical difficulties,
but the performances of the actors have
not failed me once,” she stated. “It’s very
comforting, and I feel like [ have it too
good. How did so many things fall into
place so perfectly?”

More than a dozen people, many flown
in from Los Angeles, assisted with the film.
Funding for the project was assembled by
Kickstarter, a website that provides a plat-
form for artists, designers, filmmakers,
musicians, journalists and other creative
types to seek donations.

Now, Alliata is back in Los Angeles to
edit the film, which must be complete by
December.

Miner had more immediate concerns
on her mind.

“We'll have my parent’s house cleaned
up before they get back from their trip to
Europe!” she promised.

Those involved have found the film ex-
perience so far to be inspiring.

“I'm in the arts, and we all know that
the arts in Yankton, in South Dakota and
across the country have taken a hit, so it’s
really exciting to see people who are not
learning, teaching or consider the arts as
extracurricular,” Miner said. “We lots of
times think it is just some extra or fun, but
these are people who are dedicated artists
making a living and building their lives
around the idea of art.”

Alliata said she hopes to have a Yank-
ton premiere of the film once it is finished.

She also wants to work with Miner and
Amsberry again on future film projects.

“I think Amy touches every single soul
she comes in contact with. She has been a
huge influence on my life,” Alliata said.
“There is such a great amount of trust. [
feel like I am doing what I really want to do
because of her.”
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But money is still the bottom line,” she
said. “And Hildegard has a lot to say
about that.”

Maxwell added that she has gone to
great lengths to ensure Hildegard’s
story is presented as accurately as
possible.

“I portray her through her own
words,” she said. “I went back through
all the old sources — her letters, her
books — and I tried to weave together a
script to really give people a sense of
who she was and what her message
was.”

Accompanying herself on authentic
medieval instruments, Maxwell will per-
form seven of Hildegard’s original
songs.

“All the songs I sing are her songs, so
it’s very authentic,” she said.

Detail is also given to the scenery,
Maxwell said.

“I make sure all my props and my
sets look authentic, so that when people
see the show, they're back in the 12th
century with me,” she said.

Maxwell added that while historical
accuracy is important, she also makes
sure the performance isn’t “too heavy.”

“I keep some humor in it,” she said.
“I want people to enjoy themselves.”

In addition to her stage performance,
Maxwell will share slides and anecdotes
in her presentation, “Finding Hildegard,”
at 7:15 p.m. Wednesday, Oct. 26, in the
Chapter Room at Sacred Heart
Monastery.

“I take people with me on my journey
of how [ embodied this character, be-
cause you can'’t just read about some-
body; you sort of have to crawl into
their skin,” she said. “You have to get in
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touch with their soul, their spirit, their
energy.”

Maxwell will talk about her journey
to Germany, where she visited several
places Hildegard had once been.

“It was one of the most amazing
things I ever did,” she said.

Maxwell has performed on the stages
of major orchestras including Chicago
Symphony, Berlin Radio Orchestra,
Cleveland and Toronto (Raymond Lep-
pard conducting), and Seattle. Her oper-
atic engagements include San Francisco
(Placido Domingo conducting), Cincin-
nati Opera, Hungarian State Opera,
Netherlands Opera (with Nicholas Har-
nancourt), Strasbourg, Lyon, Toulouse,
and recital halls across the United
States and in 27 foreign countries.

She has also performed cabaret and
one-woman shows in New York City and
made her European cabaret debut in
2006 at the International Theater, Frank-
furt, Germany.

As to why she chose to do a perform-
ance about Hildegard, Maxwell said she
wasn't sure.

“I think she kind of picked me,”
Maxwell said. “One day [ woke up and
said, ‘I think [ need to write a play about
Hildegard.” And it all just opened up.”

Maxwell added that she has been ex-
tremely pleased with the results of her
performances.

“I've been totally gratified by peo-
ple’s responses to this show,” she said.
“And it’s not just me. It goes way be-
yond me — like God is using me as a ve-
hicle to bring this wonderful person to
the audience so that they can get to
know her and be uplifted by her and be
touched by her music. I'm very honored
to be doing it.”

This Benedictine Lecture perform-
ance is sponsored by Mount Marty Col-
lege, Mother of God Monastery, Sacred
Heart Monastery and the Benedictine In-
stitute for Leadership, Ethics and Social
Justice. It is free and open to the public.
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Saturday, Oct. 22
Wausa Auditorium

Prices (includes tax):
Adults $10.00
$12.00 at the door
Children: Ages 5-10 $5.00

Ticket Sales Contact: Doug Johnson, 402-586-2266,
email: doug.johnson@wausabank.com

Serving From 5:00-8:00pm
Group #1: 5:00-6:00
Group #2: 6:00-7:00
Group #3: 7:00-8:00 groups time)

(please
specify

Don’t Miss Our
All-You-Can-Eat
Broasted Chicken
& Pollock Buffet
With Salad Bar
Every
Wednesday
5 to 9pm

Joe's
Substation

Rural Lesterville < 605-364-7414

C)sA

ClJatthelake.com for menu’s, events & bands * 402-388-4267

Weigan Rd., NE side of the lake + 10 miles north of Crofton - 11 miles southwest of Yankton
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Fall
Specials

parly

Open Thurs.-Fri.-Sat. at 5:30

1-402-388-2400

www.theargohotel.com

Enjoy the Fall
Season with
Our NeW~‘r

and Fall Decor
Plan your holiday

in the NEW

Sandra’s Brickskellar.
OPENING SOON!

The

email: argo@gpcom.net  CROFTON, NE

2007 Broadway, Yankton

Buffet

Kitchen
. Closed
EXP reSS.Dellvery Bingo Wed. at 7:00pm
O Ayallable Sunday at 6:30pm
(City of Yankton) Happy Hour M-F 4:30-7:30

OPEN ALL YEAR!
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UNDER NEW OWNERSHIP
SINCE JUNE 1,2011

RESTAURANT
DINE IN $ TAKE OUT

Open 11am-2:30pm, 4pm-9pm

All You Can Eat
Lunch & Dinner

2070k

7 Days A Week!

$15 minimum for FREE Delivery

605.260.1688

VEW...~
209 Cedar
OPEN TO THE PUBLIC

Wednesday & Sunday
5-7pm — Cooks Choice
Thursday
6-7pm — Domestic Beers
$1.50
5-7pm — Hamburger/

Friday
Chicken Fried Steak

or Menu
Serving 5:30-8:00

Saturday
Las Vegas Night ~ No Band

Chislic Served Last
Wednesday of Each Month

,
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Thursday
October 20"

MONDAY: 16 0z. Ribeye wih Salad Bar $12.95
TUESDAY: Taco 99¢

WEDNESDAY: 16 0z. Ribeye with Salad Bar $12.95
THURSDAY: Hamburgers $1.00

FRIDAY: Supreme Seafood Buffet $13.95

HIiLDEGARD OF BINGEN

AND THE

LiviING LiGHT

A one woman musical portra‘ya] of the life of 12th century
German nun, healer, writer and composer Hildcgard von Bingen
"fﬁ-.._h__»\-ritren and perfomed by Linn Maxwell

designed and directed by Erv Raible

SATURDAY: Supreme Seafood Buffet with Prime Rib $13.95 :
BREAKFAST BUFFET EVERY SATURDAY & SUNDAY SAM &
Trondhjem Lutheran Church/AFLC

44926 300th St.,Volin — 8 miles north of WNAX Towers, 4 miles east
& 1/2 mile north or 4 miles west and 3 1/2 miles south of Irene, SD

12th Annual
Soup Kitchen Country Stove

;: Thursday, October 27 at 7:30 PM

g " \ Marian Auditorium, Mount Marty College
i N

& Reception following performance
- i Event is free and open to the public

KITCHEN 11am-7pm

at the Moose Lodge _Door

Proceeds go to the Cramer Kenyon House<, PRIZES!
Sponsored by the Royal Neighbors of America

]

Wednesday, October 26, 7:15
“Finding Hildegard”
Maxwell speaks about Bingen, Germany and
how she came to embrace Hildegard.
Chapter Room - Sacred Heart Monastery
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M MOUNT MARTY

COLLEGE

Saturday, Oct. 22, 2011
Serving from 5-8 p.m.

Menu: Chicken Dumpling Soup,
Taverns, Vegetable Beef Soup, Pies,
Chili Soup, Beverages, Milk, FREE Coffee

* Carry Outs Welcome *
Free Will Donations

Utica Annual Harvest Ball
Utica City, Hall Utica, SD
Saturday, October 22 « 9PM-1AM

Enjoy a Great Time With Your Friends Two Steppin’
and Rockin’ Rollin To The Outback Band!

1105 W. 8th St, Yankton, SD | 1-855-MtMarty | wv

THE LEwis AND CLARK THEATRE COMPANY
AND JODEAN’S PRESENT

A HALLOWEEN
SUSPENSE THRILLER

FREDERICK KNOTT
= 2

The Lewss & Ciar THeaTRE Company
PResnTs

ET R
DIRECTED By

RANDY AND
SUE FIELDS

Justi

|
top in before the game:
| Tlfesdgy, Wednesday & Now Friday
| L 5:00 pm - 7:30 pm

THURSDAY, FRIDAY, AND SATURDAY
PERFORMANCES 7:30 P.M.
SUNDAY MATINEE 2 P.M,

Saturday November 5th, 2011
7:30 pm
RESERVED SEATING AVAILABLE
Advance tickets: $20
At the Door: $25
For More Information or Ticket Reservations
Please Call or Stop in at
The Dakota Theatre
328 Walnut St
605-665-4711
Monday thru Friday 12 Noon—5 pm

opE NIGHT O

2101 Broadway | Yankton, SD
(605) 665-2525

DAKOTA THEATRE | YANKTON, SOUTH DAKOTA
605-665-4711
ApuLTs $12, CHILDREN $6




