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Bachmann N.H. Staff Quits Her Campaign

EXETER, N.H. (AP) — Republican presidential candidate
Michele Bachmann is losing her New Hampshire staff. As many as
five staffers formally left Bachmann’s campaign this week, two peo-
ple with direct knowledge of the situation said Friday. They re-
quested anonymity because they were not authorized to disclose
internal workings of the campaign.

Bachmann spokeswoman Alice Stewart disputed reports of a
staff shakeup, saying: “We have a great team in New Hampshire. We
haven'’t been notified that anyone’s left the campaign.”

Still, Stewart said that she hadn’t been able to reach the top
New Hampshire staff to confirm they were still on board. She said
she had reached some junior staffers who didn’t say they were
leaving.

Campaign finance reports show that Bachmann, who has fallen
in polls and struggled to raise money, had five paid staff in New
Hampshire as recently as late September.

The Republican presidential contender has largely ignored the
first-in-the-nation primary state in recent months. She has been fo-
cused on lowa and South Carolina, where her social conservative
message has more appeal.

Florida Sen. Rubio Denies Embellishing Story

MIAMI (AP) — In Florida, where Cuba and Fidel Castro can be
highly combustible political issues, Republican Sen. Marco Rubio is
defending himself against allegations he embellished his family’s
story in saying his parents left the island after Castro came to
power.

So far, prominent members of the Cuban American community
are standing by him, including the head of one of Miami’s oldest
and most respected exile groups, who said Friday he is willing to
give the rising GOP star a pass.

The 40-year-old freshman senator has always publicly identified
with the exile community and has a strong following within it.
Rubio’s biography on his Senate website says he was “born in
Miami to Cuban-born parents who come to America following Fidel
Castro’s takeover.” And in a campaign ad last year, he said: “As the
son of exiles, | understand what it means to lose the gift of free-
dom.”

But The Washington Post reported that Rubio’s parents actually
left Cuba in 1956, nearly three years before Castro seized power in
a revolution against dictator Fulgencia Batista. Rubio’s father was a
store security guard when he and his wife left, according to Rubio’s
staff, and came to the U.S. for economic reasons.

Rubio responded to the story with a statement saying his par-
ents had tried to return to Cuba in March 1961 but quickly left be-
cause they did not want to live under communism.

Social Security Boosts Lifeline For Seniors

WEST PALM BEACH, Fla. (AP) — For some, the just-announced
increase in Social Security checks amounts to an extra meal out, a
little more cash for clothes or a new pair of shoes, some added
comfort in retirement. For Elizabeth Davis, it’s a crucial boost to
the only thing keeping her afloat.

The 71-year-old Miami woman grew up picking cotton on her
family’s South Carolina farm, raised four children and has worked
all her life, even now at a preschool. She is divorced, and her small
401k account “went down the drain,” she said. So she counts the
days to the third Wednesday of each month, when her $668 Social
Security check arrives, and she is able to pay her bills.

“I could live a little better,” she said of the 3.6 percent raise an-
nounced this week, the first in two years. “I don’t have anything to
look forward to until that check every month.”

The reaction the cost-of-living adjustment has garnered illumi-
nates the divide between the rich and poor among America’s old-
est residents. Social Security represents a staggering share of
income for lower- and middle-class seniors — made evident just
this week in a new government report — and for whom any in-
crease can make a world of difference. For upper-income seniors,
it’s simply a nice plus.

Starting in January, 55 million Social Security recipients will get
increases averaging $39 a month, or about $467 a year. In Decem-
ber, more than 8 million people who receive Supplemental Security
Income, the disability program for the poor, will get increases aver-
aging $18 a month, or about $216 a year.

Prosecutors: 4-Decade Case Has Obstacles

HOUSTON (AP) — An elderly woman with an oxygen tank next
to her sat in a Texas courtroom Friday after her four-decade run as
a fugitive accused of murdering her husband by dousing him with
hot grease came to an end.

Mary Ann Rivera made her first court appearance since being
returned to Houston this week from Georgia, where she had been
living since fleeing a murder charge in the October 1970 death of
her husband, Cruz Rivera.

The 76-year-old, wearing an orange prison uniform and breath-
ing in oxygen from a plastic tube that snaked from her nose and
around her ears to a green tank on wheels, sat in a jury box with
several other prisoners while her case was reset to Nov. 15. She
will remain jailed without bond.

Rivera’s friends and neighbors have said her various health is-
sues include heart, back and breathing problems. Her health re-
quired that she be driven and not flown back to Houston.

Prosecutor Tina Ansari said the age of the case and possible
witness issues could present some obstacles as authorities pro-
ceed in bringing Rivera to trial.

Yellen predicts stronger second half growth

WASHINGTON (AP) — The No. 2 official on the Federal Reserve
says economic growth will end “noticeably stronger” in the second
half of this year, but she says the central bank still needs to keep
its policy options open to provide more support to the economy if
necessary.

Federal Reserve Vice Chairman Janet Yellen said in a speech in
Denver on Friday that oil and other commodity prices are falling
and supply disruptions caused by Japan’s natural disasters are eas-
ing. But she said the economy is still facing numerous problems.

Yellen said the central bank may need to consider more bond
purchases to lower interest rates, but she said such an effort
should be considered only if the economy required “significantly
greater” help than the Fed is now providing.

LIBYA

Gadhafi Put On Dlsplay In Freezer

BY KIM GAMEL AND RAMI AL-SHAHEIBI
Associated Press

MISRATA, Libya — Moammar Gadhafi’s
blood-streaked body was on display in a com-
mercial freezer at a shopping center Friday as
Libyan authorities argued about what to do
with his remains and questions deepened over
official accounts of the longtime dictator’s
death. New video emerged of his violent,
chaotic last moments, showing fighters beat-
ing him as they drag him away.

Nearly every aspect of Thursday’s killing of
Gadhafi was mired in confusion, a sign of the
difficulties ahead for Libya. Its new rulers are
disorganized, its people embittered and di-
vided. But the ruling National Transitional
Council said it would declare the country’s lib-
eration on Saturday, the starting point for a
timetable that calls for a new interim govern-
ment within a month and elections within
eight months.

The top U.N. rights chief raised concerns
that Gadhafi may have been shot to death
after being captured alive. The fate of his body
seemed tied up in squabbles among Libya’s
factions, as fighters from Misrata — a city bru-
tally besieged by Gadhafi’s forces during the
civil war — seemed to claim ownership of it,
forcing the delay of a planned burial Friday.

Also muddled was the fate of Seif al-Islam
Gadhafi, the only Gadhafi son who stayed in
Libya and reportedly survived after his fa-
ther’s Aug. 21 ouster. It appeared Friday that
he was still at large: some government minis-
ters had said he was wounded and in custody
in a hospital in the city of Zlitan, but a military
official at the hospital, Hakim al-Kisher, denied
he was there.

In Misrata, residents crowded into long
lines to get a chance to view the body of Gad-
hafi, which was laid out on a mattress on the
floor of an emptied-out vegetable and onions
freezer at a local shopping center. The body
had apparently been stowed in the freezer in
an attempt to keep it out of the public eye, but
once the location was known, that intention
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Libyan people celebrate the death of the Libyan fallen leader Moammar Gadhafi in Tripoli, Libya,
October 20, 2011. Mahmoud Jibril, head of the Libyan National Transitional Council's executive
committee, confirmed Thursday that former Libyan leader Moammar Gadhafi was killed in gun

battle in his hometown Sirte.

was swept away in the overwhelming desire of
residents to see the man they so deeply de-
spised.

Men, women and children filed in to take
their picture with the body. The site’s guards
had even organized separate visiting hours for
families and single men.

“We want to see the dog,” some chanted.

Gadhafi’s 69-year-old body was stripped to
the waist, his torso and arms streaked with
dried blood. Bullet wounds in the chest, ab-
domen and left side of the head were visible.

The bloody siege of Misrata over the sum-
mer instilled a particularly virulent hatred of
Gadhafi there — a hatred now mixed with
pride because he was captured and killed by

fighters from the city.

New video posted on Facebook showed
revolutionary fighters dragging a confused-
looking Gadhafi up the hill to their vehicles
after his capture and less than an hour before
he was killed. The young men scream “Moam-
mar, you dog!” as their former leader wipes at
blood covering the left side of his head, neck
and left shoulder.

Gadhafi gestures to the young men to be
patient, and says “What’s going on?” as he
wipes fresh blood from his temple and glances
at his palm. A young fighter later is shown car-
rying a boot and screaming, “This is Moam-
mar’s shoe! This is Moammar’s shoe! Victory!
Victory!”
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Republican presidential candidate Herman Cain signs autographs during
a rally outside the Michigan Central Station in Detroit, Michigan, Friday,

October 21, 2011.

Cain Tweaks 9-9-9 Tax
Plan To Allow Exemptions

BY PHILIP ELLIOTT
Associated Press

DETROIT — Republican presi-
dential hopeful Herman Cain on
Friday redefined his tax plan to
exclude the poorest Americans
and to allow some deductions,
abandoning the zero-exemption
feature of his “9-9-9” proposal
that helped win headlines but
would have meant a tax increase
for 4 out of 5 Americans.

After sharp criticism over his
one-size-fits-all plan from Repub-
licans and Democrats alike, Cain
proposed no income taxes for
Americans living at or below the
poverty line. He also proposed
exemptions for businesses in-
vesting in “opportunity zones” as
a way to give an economic jolt to
rundown neighborhoods such as
the one he visited in hard-hit De-
troit.

Standing in front of a massive

abandoned train depot with bro-
ken windows and barbed wire,
Cain blamed regulation for the
crumbling of the nation’s cities.

“When [ look at this building
behind me, [ see opportunity — if
we get capital gains out of the
way. There are a lot of people in
this country that have money,
and capital gains is a wall be-
tween people with money and
people with ideas,” Cain told re-
porters after a campaign speech.
“Because taxes and regulations
have gotten so bad, people with
money don’t want to take risks.”

Cain said America needs to
renew its optimism and take
those risks.

“I believe the American people
are saying they want to move this
shining city on a hill back to the
top of the hill where it belongs,”
he said, borrowing some of Presi-
dent Ronald Reagan’s favorite
rhetoric.
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AP-GfK Poll:
Of Public Back Protests

BY LAURIE KELLMAN
Associated Press

WASHINGTON — More than
one-third of the country sup-
ports the Wall Street protests,
and even more — 58 percent —
say they are furious about
America’s politics.

The number of angry people
is growing as deep reservoirs of
resentment grip the country,
according to the latest Associ-
ated Press-GiK poll.

Some 37 percent of people
back the protests that have
spread from New York to cities
across the country and abroad,
one of the first snapshots of
how the public views the “Oc-
cupy Wall Street” movement. A
majority of those protest sup-
porters are Democrats, but the
anger about politics in general
is much more widespread, the
poll indicates.

“They’ve got reasons to be
upset, they've got reasons to
protest, but they’re protesting
against the wrong people,” Jan
Jarrell, 54, a retired school cus-
todian from Leesville, S.C., says
of the New York demonstrators.
“They need to go to Washing-
ton, to Congress and the White
House. They're the ones com-
ing up with all the rules.”

“Occupy Wall Street” has
been called the liberal counter-
point to conservative-libertar-
ian tea party, which injected a
huge dose of enthusiasm into
the Republican Party and
helped it win the House and
make gains in the Senate last
fall.

While the troubled economy
is at the root of anger at both
government and business lead-

37 Percent

ers, there’s a key difference.
Tea party activists generally
argue that government is the
problem, and they advocate for
free markets. The Wall Street
protesters generally say that
government can provide some
solutions and the free market
has run amok.

Of the Americans who sup-
port the Wall Street protests, 64
percent in the poll are Democ-
rats, while 22 percent are inde-
pendents and just 14 percent
are Republicans. The protest
backers are more likely to ap-
prove of President Barack
Obama and more likely to dis-
approve of Congress than are
people who don’t support the
demonstrations.

More generally, many more
Americans — 58 percent — say
they are furious about the
country’s politics than did in
January, when 49 percent said
they felt that way. What’s more,
nearly nine in 10 say they are
frustrated with politics and
nearly the same say they are
disappointed, findings that sug-
gest people are deeply resentful
of the political bickering over
such basic government respon-
sibilities as passing a federal
budget and raising the nation’s
debt limit.

This wrath spreads across
political lines, with about six in
10 Democrats, Republicans and
independents saying politics
makes them angry.

Fewer are hopeful about pol-
itics than when the year began,
47 percent down from 60 per-
cent. Only 17 percent of respon-
dents say they feel proud or
inspired.

National Karastan Month
Semi Annual

save on every gorgeous Karastan rug.
Every pattern. Every color. Com in today

FURNITURE
&FLOORING

~ “Your Home’s Best friend” =~

S

and Save. Sales ends on *10/317 /‘1.1; 0y

Sales Event

Since 1928
karastan.com

109 E. 3rd, Yankton, SD
605-665-4416 * 800-798-4663
~M-F 10-6, Sat. 10-5 e Closed Sundays
Evemngs byappemtment




