
BY RICK SLATTERY
Pastor Calvary Baptist Church

What if we are wrong? What
if the things we are exhausting
all our energies pursuing end in
banquets of smoke and celebra-
tions of emptiness? What if the
desires we are feeding never ac-
complish anything beyond
dredging up a stronger ache for
more that can never be satis-
fied? What if even the good
goals we pursue like job secu-
rity or a healthy family or satis-
fying leisure time are still good
but ultimately misdirected?
Wouldn’t it be the cruelest of
endings if we reached the end of
our lives and discovered that
the path we chose to travel
ended at a dead end... a blank
wall... a worthless conclusion?
Even if we found out that we

were close, failure is
still failure. And how
would you know until
you got to the end of
life? Wouldn’t that be
the ultimate betrayal? 

But what if the Cre-
ator of this existence
pointed out the even-
tually emptiness of
these pursuits? What
if the Supreme De-
signer of life clearly
pointed in the one di-
rection that would
lead to fullness, peace
and completion? And would you
believe if I told you that this Di-
vine Craftsmen did just that?
The Bible reads that Jesus “is
the image of the invisible God...
by him all things were created,
in heaven and in earth, visible
and invisible... all things were

created through him
and for him... and in
him all things hold to-
gether.” (Colossians
1:15-17) Our passions,
our desires and our
being is created for
Christ. It should be no
surprise to look
around and see movie
stars and pro athletes
arrested and divorced
and suicidal yet again.
The pursuit of money
and fame and power
and prestige is a black

hole that can never be fed to
satisfaction. In addition, we
were not created to center our
lives around such things. God
calls from every corner of cre-
ation and shouts from even
human instruments that He ex-
ists and wants to be the center

of the only best desire... a desire
for knowing Him. Our lives will
never end in success without
Christ as our object of pursuit
and God demands nothing but
this. 

The Good News is that while
breath remains, God pleas.
“Come to me, all who labor and
are heavy laden, and I will give
you rest.” (Matthew 11:28) But
let us not think for a moment
that this is the plea of a God
that needs us. This is not the
call of a jellyfish Christ. His love
is part of His holiness and
majesty. There is an end to life
and Christ’s call pleas while
there is still breath but not after.
Our God is not silent. He is the
fulfillment of our desires.  
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Gayville-Volin Church Fall Supper Oct. 6

GAYVILLE — The Gayville-Volin United Methodist Church is holding
its Fall Supper at the Gayville Community Center on Saturday, Oct. 6,
running from 5-7:30 p.m.

The menu includes Swiss steak, herbed potatoes, corn, dinner roll,
pie and drink. There will also be hot dogs, beans, chips, dessert and
drink available for children and for a reduced price.

There will also be a craft and food bazaar.
Tickets can be purchased by any church member.

GriefShare Meetings Starting Monday
The death of a loved one is a powerful, disruptive experience for

which we are never fully prepared. The aftershock can turn our lives
upside down. GriefShare is designed to give you the information and
support you need to survive the tumult of grief.

GriefShare begins on Monday, Oct. 8. Thirteen weekly support meet-
ings will be held at Calvary Baptist Church, 2407 Broadway, Yankton,
from 7-8:30 p.m. The group is open to any individual or couple in the
community who has lost a loved one and feels they would benefit from
the teaching and support this kind of group offers

GriefShare includes a DVD featuring some of the nation’s foremost
experts on grief recovery topics. Each session is combined with a grief
support group discussion time that allows group participants to talk
about the content of the seminar and about how they are dealing with
the death of their loved one.

If you have any questions or would like to receive a brochure about
GriefShare, call Pastor Rick Slattery at Calvary Baptist Church at 605-
665-5594. Or, you can stop by the church, 2407 Broadway, and pick up a
brochure at the Information Center in the church lobby Monday
through Friday from 8 a.m. to 5:30 p.m. 

Rosary Rally For Religious Freedom Set
A Rosary rally for religiious freedom will be held at noon on Sat-

urday, Oct. 13, at the Knights of Columbus Hall, 2700 Broadway Ave.
in Yankton. 

This coincides with the anniversary of the “Miracle of the Sun”
at Fatima that occurred on Oct. 13, 1917, and is sponsored by the
Yankton Catholic Respect Life. 

A Rosary will be prayed together followed by refreshments. All
people wanting to pray for religious freedom are invited to attend.

Swiss Steak Dinner Slated For St. Helena
ST. HELENA, Neb. — The St. Helena Catholic Order of Foresters

is holding its annual Swiss Steak Dinner on Sunday, Oct. 14, at Im-
maculate Conception Hall, St. Helena, Neb. Dinner will be served
from 10:30 a.m.-1 p.m.

The menu features Swiss steak served with mashed potatoes,
choice of vegetable, salads, dinner roll, and dessert.  

Proceeds from the dinner will go towards replacing the siren in
St. Helena.

For more information, contact Victor Paltz at 402-357-2163 or
fullhouse@gpcom.net.

Sigel Parish Soup Kitchen Planned
The Sigel Parish Soup Kitchen will be held Sunday, Oct. 14, at

Sigel Church on the Lesterville Road north of Yankton. Serving runs
from 11 a.m.-3:30 p.m.

The menu includes assorted soups, pies and desserts. There will
also be a bake walk and raffles.

This event is sponsored by the Sigel Altar Society.

First UMC Holding Soup Kitchen Event
The First United Methodist Church of Yankton is having a Soup

Kitchen and Country Store event on Wednesday, Oct. 17, running
from 11 a.m.-7 p.m. The event is being held at 207 West 11th Street
(11th and Cedar) in Yankton.

They will be serving homemade taverns, soups and pies. They
will also have homemade baked goods, jams, jellies, canned goods,
fresh vegetables, crafts, and home sewn items that will be available
in the country store. 
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 Garden of Memories Cemetery
 2901 Douglas • Yankton • 605-665-3644
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 Call Larry Leader
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 Plumbing Service
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 665-4322
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 Asphalt Maintenance
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 (605) 665-8106

 Call Doug 
 or Chris

 Commercial 
 & 

 Residential

 (605) 665-2895

 Koranda
 Well Company, LLC

 Well Drilling & Repair
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 605-463-2244
 42719 307th St., Tabor 319 Walnut, Yankton, SD • 665-7811

 P RESS & D AKOTAN
 Y ANKTON  D AILY

 319 Walnut • Yankton, SD
 665-7811

 P RESS &
 Y ANKTON  D AILY

 D AKOTAN

 1600 E. 39th St., Yankton 
 •Commercial •Residential •Farm Wiring

 •Prompt Service •Quality Work •Competitive Prices
 New Construction or Remodeling

 Home: 665-6612 • Mobile: 661-1040

 Harry 
 Lane
 Electrical 
 Contractor

 Stevens 
 Construction, 

 Inc.
 (402) 388-2477

 Crofton, NE

Abundant Life

ABUNDANT LIFE MINISTRIES,
Pastors Butch and Barbara Hladky,  
517 Burleigh, Yankton.  665-0889. 
Open for prayer daily. FRI  Shabbat 
Service 6pm Youth Service 7pm. 
SUN. 10am Worship. 

Alliance of Renewal

Churches

LIVING WATER CHRISTIAN FEL-
LOWSHIP,Sun. 10am Yankton 
Middle School (2000 Mulberry) 
Weds. 7pm Prayer. David Olson, 
pastor. (605)260-2138.

Assembly of God

First Assembly of God, 801 W 
25th. (605)665-6362 (office). SUN. 
10 am: Bible teaching sermons 
WED. 6:30pm Midweek service and 
Bible study for all ages. www.yank-
tonassembly.com

Baptist

ANTIOCH BAPTIST CHURCH,
221 W. 3rd, Kevin Caskey, pastor, 
665-0066. SUN. 9:30am Sunday 
School, 10:45pm Preaching Serv-
ice, 4pm Afternoon Service. THU. 
7pm Preaching & Prayer Service.

BETHEL BAPTIST CHURCH, 303 
Ohio St., Wakonda. Mike Lindsay, 
pastor, (605)759-5020. SUNDAY 
Worship. 11:00a.m. evening 
6:00pm WEDNESDAY Bible Study 
12Noon.

HARVEST INDEPENDENT BAP-
TIST, 100 W. 3rd, Mission Hill. Pas-
tor Nathan Martin, 668-0708 (ch.) 
665-1481 (home). SUN. 9:30am 
SS. 10:30am Worship. 5:30pm 
Worship. WED. 7:00pm Worship.

Baptist

CALVARY BAPTIST CHURCH,
SUNDAY: 9:00 Sunday School for 
all ages, 10:30 Worship Service. 
MONDAY: Service broadcast 
7:30pm Channels 3 & 98. 
WEDNESDAY 6:30pm AWANA, 
7-8th Grade Youth Group: 7:00pm 
9-12th Youth Group, Adult Bible 
Study. Pastor Jon Cooke, Associ-
ate Pastor Rick Slattery, Youth 
Pastor Jeremy Nelson. 
www.cbchurch.com 2407 Broad-
way, (605)665-5594.

YANKTON BAPTIST CHURCH,
SBC, Pastor Matt Green, 607 East 
15th St., Yankton, 665-7587. SUN. 
9:30am Bible study, SS; 10:45am 
Worship. WED. 7pm Midweek serv-
ice.

Bible Church

GRACE BIBLE CHURCH, 10:30 
am Sundays Call Pastor Joel Finck 
for more information. 
(605)760-4701.

Catholic

HOLY FAMILY CHURCH OF CE-
DAR COUNTY (Sacred Heart), Wy-
not, NE. Rev. Eric Olsen. 
(402)357-2400.  Mass times, Sun-
days  9am.

HOLY FAMILY CHURCH OF CE-
DAR COUNTY (Immaculate Con-
ception), St. Helena, NE. Rev. Eric 
Olsen. (402)357-2400. Mass:   Sat-
urdays 5pm.

HOLY FAMILY CHURCH OF CE-
DAR COUNTY (Sts. Peter & Paul),  
Bow Valley, NE. Rev. Eric Olsen 
(402)357-2400. Mass: Sundays, 
11am.

MOUNT MARTY COLLEGE,
Peace Chapel, MMC campus. 
SUN. 10am Mass with the Sisters 
in the Bishop Marty Chapel. Public 
is welcome to attend.

SACRED HEART, 509 Capital, 
Yankton, Rev. Mark Lichter pastor. 
665-3655 (office). SAT. 4:30pm 
Mass. SUN. 8am, 9:30am, 11am 
Mass. THUR. 12:30pm, 2:30pm 
and 7:30pm Confessions.

ST. AGNES PARISH: SIGEL, rural 
Utica. SAT. 5pm Mass, confessions 
1/2 hour before Mass.Father Daniel 
Moris.

ST. ANDREWʼS CATHOLIC 
CHURCH, Bloomfield, NE. Fr. Mi-
chael Schmitz SUN. Mass: 
10:30am; TUE. Mass: 8am; THUR. 
Mass: 7pm. Confessions: THUR. 
6:30-6:55pm.

Catholic

ST. BENEDICT CATHOLIC
CHURCH, 1500 St. Benedict Drive, 
Yankton, Father Ken Lulf,  
664-6214 (church). Masses: SAT. 
5pm. SUN. 8:30am&10:30am.

ST. BONIFACE CATHOLIC
CHURCH, Menominee, Neb., Rev. 
David Fulton, pastor. SUN. 8:30am 
Mass.

ST. BONIFACE CHURCH, rural 
Freeman/Idylewilde. September 
WEEKEND Mass Sundays @ 
10:30 am
www.stbonifacesd.parishesonline.com

ST. COLUMBA CHURCH, rural 
Irene/Mayfield. WEEKEND Mass 
Time, Sundays @ 9:00 a.m.

ST. GEORGE CHURCH, Scotland, 
SD. WEEKEND Mass Time Satur-
days @5:00 pm.
www.Parishesonline.com/stgeorges
cotlandsd

ST. JOHN THE BAPTIST CATHO-
LIC, Lesterville. SUN. 10:30am 
Mass. Father Daniel Moris.

ST. JOHN THE BAPTIST CATHO-
LIC, Fordyce, Neb. Rev. David Ful-
ton. SUN. 10:30am Mass.

ST. JOSEPHʼS CATHOLIC 
CHURCH, Constance, Neb., Fr. 
David Fulton, pastor. SAT. Mass: 
7:30pm.

ST. PATRICKʼS CATHOLIC, Wak-
onda, Rev.  Scott Trayner, 
624-2697. SUN. 8:30am Mass.

ST. ROSE OF LIMA, Crofton, Neb. 
Fr. Michael Schmitz. SAT. Mass: 
8:00am & 5:30pm. SUN. Mass: 
8:30am. WED/FRI Masses: 
8:15am. Confessions: WED. 
11am-11:30am, SAT. 5-5:20pm.

ST. WENCESLAUS, Tabor, 
(605)463-2336. Father Daniel Mo-
ris. SAT. 7pm Mass. SUN. 8:30am 
Mass.

THE HOUSE OF MARY SHRINE, 
6-mi. W. Yankton, Hwy.52. Masses: 
Monday 8:30 through October. 
Masses Saturday 9:00 every Satur-
day. Rosary Sunday 4:00. Rosary 
4:00.  Open 7 days a week for 
prayer. thehouseofmaryshrine.org

Christian

KINGSWAY CHRISTIAN 
Church,19th&Burleigh, 665-6317. 
Joseph Mason, Pastor. 9am-SS; 
Worship 10:15am. Wed.- 7pm Kids 
for Christ/Adult Bible Study. 
www.kingswaychristianyankton.org

Church of Christ

CHURCH OF CHRIST, 1114 West 
12th, Yankton, 665-6379. SUN. 
9:30am Bible study; classes for all 
ages. 10:30am Worship.

Church of Jesus

Christ

CHURCH OF JESUS CHRIST 
LATTER-DAY SAINTS, 2300 
Douglas, Yankton. Michael Maxwell 
(402)586-2645 Family History Ctr 
665-0901. SUN. 10am Sacrament 
meeting.

Episcopal

CHRIST EPISCOPAL CHURCH,
517 Douglas, Yankton. Rev. James 
Pearson, (605)665-2456. Sunday 
9:00am Serenity 10:15am Holy 
Eucharist Wednesday Noon Holy 
Eucharist.

Evangelical

Cornerstone Evangelical Church,
Pastor Oliver Omanson, Stewart 
Elementary School; Morning Serv-
ice 10 a.m. Wednesday College Bi-
ble Study 1306 Maple Street. Mike 
Stevens 665-8750.

EMMANUEL CHURCH Contact 
Pastor Dan (605)760-2052.   YMS, 
2000 Mulberry, Worship Service, 
Sunday 9:30am  www.emmanuely-
ankton.com (605)665-0404. 

Lutheran

CHRIST THE KING LUTHERAN  
CHURCH NALC: 305 W. 25th, 
Yankton, 665-8848. Rev. Dani Jo 
Ninke. SUN: 8:30am & 10:45 Wor-
ship, 9:45 Sunday School.

FAITH UNITED LUTHERAN, 
44874 303rd St., Volin SD 57072, 
(605)267-2277.  SUN. Worship 
Services 9:30am.  Children’s Edu-
cation WED. Evening (WOW) 
6:30-7:30pm.

FIRST AMERICAN LUTHERAN 
CHURCH, AFLC 300 S. Carpenter 
St., Tripp. (605)935-6941 9:30am 
Sunday School; SUN. 10:45 Wor-
ship  firsthope@santel.net

GAYVILLE-BERGEN LUTHERAN 
Pastor Ralph Egbert. 
(605)267-4342 (church) Church: 
9:00am-GLC Worship, 10:15-SS, 
9:15am-BLC SS, 10:30am-BLC 
Worship.

HOPE LUTHERAN CHURCH,
AFLC 200 South Wilson, Delmont. 
(605)935-6941. SUN 9am Worship. 
10am Sunday school. 
firsthope@santel.net 

Lutheran

Martinus Lutheran Church, Utica. 
Pastor Dean Schroeder Sunday Di-
vine Service 10:30am 
(605)589-3195
www.MartinusLutheran.org

OUR REDEEMER LUTHERAN, ru-
ral Irene. 263-3724. SUN. 9am 
Worship.

OUR SAVIORʼS LUTHERAN,
LCMC/NALC,  Menno. Pastor 
Theresa Jacobson Office 
605-387-5241 Worship 9am, 
Brunch, SS 10:20am Wednesday 
Lenten Services at Grace, 7:30pm 

OUR SAVIORʼS LUTHERAN,
LCMS, 12th and Elm, Springfield. 
Rev. Kenneth Johnson, pastor. 
SUN. 8am Worship. 9am SS. 
THUR. 7pm Adult Bible study.

Prince of Peace Lutheran Church,  
Wisconsin Synod, 201 E. 25th 
Street, Yankton. Pastor Christian 
Sulzle, (605) 665-4793. Sunday 
9:15 am Worship; 10:15 am Bible 
Study.1

South Dakota Lutheran Church 
Missouri Synod, MAIN STREET 
LIVING television program, 10a.m. 
(CST) on KDLT-NBC; and 11a.m. 
(CST) on KAUN-PAX; and 10a.m. 
(MST) on KKRA-PAX.

St. John Lutheran Church, Tyn-
dall. Pastor Dean Schroeder. Sun-
day Divine Service: 8:30am 
(605)589-3195.
www.StJohnsTyndallLCMS.org 

ST. JOHNʼS LUTHERAN 
CHURCH (LCMS), 1009 Jackson. 
David Gunderson, Pastor. SUN. 
8am Worship, 9:15am Education 
Hour, 10:30am Worship.

TRINITY LUTHERAN CHURCH, 
403 Broadway, Yankton, 665-7415. 
Worship: Saturday-5:30, 
Sunday-8:15./10:45 a.m.; SS, 
classes,  Coffee 
fellowship-9:30a.m.

TRINITY LUTHERAN CHURCH,
Hartington/Crofton, NE, Amanda 
Jertson pastor; (402)254-6606. 
SUN. 9am Worship (Hartington), 
10am SS (Hartington), 11am Wor-
ship (Crofton).

TRONDHJEM LUTHERAN 
CHURCH (AFLC), rural Volin. 
263-3841. SUN. 9:15am; 10:30am 
Worship. 

VANGEN LUTHERAN CHURCH,
Mission Hill. 665-5426. Worship 
9:30am. 

Non-Denominational

FAITH ALIVE, 501 Cedar St.,   
Yankton. 665-4797. Contemporary 
Worship & Family Values. SUN: 
10am  service. WED. 7pm Care-
Cells “Small Groups For Building 
Relationships” Various  Locations.

GLORY CHRISTIAN CENTER,
901 E 11th St.  Yankton. Gail 
Ryken, pastor, 665-2369. SUN. 
10am Service. WED. 6pm Prayer. 
GC School, call (605)665-1988.

Presbyterian

PEACE PRESBYTERIAN 
(PC/USA), 206 E. 31st. 665-0448. 
Rev. Dr. Nelson Stone & Rev. Mar-
ilyn Stone. Sun-10am worship, Cof-
fee to follow. SS for kids 10:30am. 
Aired at 8pm Fri. on Ch. 3 & 98.

Reformed

RIVERVIEW REFORMED, 17th St. 
& Burleigh, Rev. Rodney Veld-
huizen, pastor. 665-9204. SUN. 
9:30am Worship, 10:15am SS. 
WED. Youth group & adult choir.

Seventh-Day

SEVENTH-DAY ADVENTIST, 722
Locust St., Yankton, 665-1032,  
Worship Services: Saturday 
9:30am & 11am. Pastor Nick Os-
born (605)760-7791. Yankton Fruit 
Program. yanktonfruitprogram.org

United Church

CONGREGATIONAL UNITED 
CHURCH OF CHRIST, Newcastle, 
Neb., 303 Highway 12, Rev. Gary 
Kimm, pastor. SAT. 6PM Church 
school, 7PM Worship. Second 
THUR. 2PM Ladies Aid.

FIRST CONGREGATIONAL 
UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST, 
301 W. Franklin, Hartington, NE, 
(402) 254-6563 or 664-5310, Rev. 
Gary Kimm, pastor. SUN. 8:15am 
Church school, 9am Worship.

PILGRIM CONGREGATIONAL 
UCC, 103 S. Elm St., Coleridge, 
Neb., (402) 283-4824 or 664-5310, 
Rev. Gary Kimm, pastor. SUN. 
9:30am Church School, 10:30am 
Worship.

UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST,
(Congregational) 210 West 5th St., 
Yankton. (605)665-7320 Dr. Rich-
ard W. Jensen, Pastor. SUN.-10am 
Worship, 11am-Fellowship, 
11:05am Church School. 

UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST, 
Crofton, Neb., 412 W. Main St., 
(402)388-4124, Pastor Les Par-
menter. SUN. 10:00am Worship.

United Methodist

FIRST UNITED METHODIST, 
Yankton. Rev. Ron Johnson Pas-
tor. 665-2991. Sunday, Contempo-
rary Worship 9:00; Trad. 10:30. 
Childcare 8:45-11:45. 8:30 UM 
Hour, KYNT.

GAYVILLE-VOLIN UNITED METH-
ODIST, Rick Pittenger, pastor. 
624-2179.   9am Worship Service. 
10:00am Sunday School.

WAKONDA, IRENE, VIBORG,
UNITED METHODIST, Pastor Mark 
Gronseth. SUN. 8:30am Worship at 
Wakonda; 9:45am Worship at 
Irene; 11am Worship at Viborg.

KYNT 1450 AM

Radio

KYNT 1450 AM Radio SAT. 
10:30am “Saturday Morning Live.” 
SUN. 8:30am United Methodist 
Hour. 9:05am “God’s Good News.” 
9:30am St. John’s Lutheran Church

WNAX 570 AM Radio

WNAX 570 AM Radio. Lutheran 
Shows-6:30am, 8am, 11am. Wings 
of Healing-7:30am. Words of Hope 
8:30am. Prov. Ref. Church-8:45am. 
Voice of Prop.-9:30am. Hr. of Hope 
10am.ChristianCrusaders-10:30am.

MIX 106 FM Radio

CLASSIC HITS 106 KVHT FM Ra-
dio SUN.-THUR. 10:05PM “Family 
Radio Rosary” with Bishop Robert 
Carlson.

ESPN Radio 1570

ESPN RADIO 1570 SUN. 10:30AM 
Trinity Lutheran Church, Vermillion, 
worship.

Knology

KNOLOGY. MON. 6:30pm St. 
John’s Lutheran; 7:30pm Calvary 
Baptist. TUE. 6:30pm Trinity Lu-
theran. WED. 6:30pm Antioch Bap-
tist; 7:30pm Grace Bible. THUR. 
8pm Assembly of God. FRI. 7pm 
United Church of Christ; 8pm 
Peace Presbyterian.
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JERUSALEM — If the Messiah
descends from the Mount of
Olives as foretold in the Bible,
America’s two biggest Christian
broadcasters are well-positioned
to cover it live thanks to recent
acquisitions of adjacent
Jerusalem studios on a hill over-
looking the Old City.

Texas-based Daystar Televi-
sion Network already beams a 24-
hour-a-day live webcam from its
terrace. Not to be outdone, Costa
Mesa, Calif.-based Trinity Broad-
casting Network last month
bought the building next door.

The dueling studios are part of
an aggressive push by U.S. evan-
gelical broadcasters seeking to
gain a stronger foothold in the
holy city. Their presence not only
offers boasting rights with Ameri-
can viewers and contributors, but
also — and more controversially
— a platform for spreading the
gospel of Jesus Christ to Jews in
Israel.

In addition to its new multi-
story building, TBN is negotiating
with Israel’s Yes satellite televi-
sion provider to secure a full-time
home for its evangelical Shalom
TV channel.

Daystar already airs its Eng-
lish-language programming in Is-
rael with dedicated channels on
both Yes and cable provider HOT
Telecommunications Systems,

claiming to be the first Christian
evangelical broadcaster to trans-
mit a gospel message to Israeli tel-
evision sets 24 hours a day.

“The main thing we want to do
is help sponsor what we call Mes-
sianic Jews, or Jews that have re-
ceived Jesus Christ as their
Messiah,” said TBN cofounder
Paul Crouch, who recently
wrapped up a tour of Israel with
1,800 TBN supporters, most of
them from America. “We want to
do some Hebrew language pro-
grams to reach out to Jews and
entice them to read the word of
God and become what we call a
completed Jew.”

Such proselytizing angers Or-
thodox Jewish groups who say it
threatens the character of the
Jewish state.

Christian proselytizing is legal
in Israel, though the government
has at times restricted and dis-
couraged the practice; members
of the Jewish faith do not seek to
convert those of other faiths.

“One of the things I find offen-
sive is that they are bragging
about their missionary work,”
said Ellen Horowitz, research di-
rector at Jewish Israel, a grass-
roots group created in 2008 to
track and counteract Christian
missionaries in Israel. “They’re ac-
tually very in-your-face about it.”

Horowitz said proselytizing is a
touchy subject in Israel. “Our peo-
ple have been through the
wringer already with either perse-

cution or assimilation,” she said.
“Now people finally get to a Jew-
ish nation and someone pushes a
copy of the New Testament in He-
brew at them. A sensitive line is
being crossed.”

When Daystar debuted in Is-
rael in 2006, it created such a pub-
lic uproar that the channel was
temporarily suspended from the
HOT network. It was restored
after a court challenge.

Since then, Christian evangeli-
cal groups have quietly and
steadily expanded their footprint
in Jerusalem.

Last spring, evangelist organ-
izer Mike Evans began soliciting
donations from U.S. supporters
for his $10 million purchase of a
building in Jerusalem’s city cen-
ter, where he plans to open a facil-
ity devoted to Christian
evangelism.

In July, American missionary
Rick Ridings, a nephew of Crouch
who operates a walk-in prayer
center near Mt. Zion, hosted sev-
eral hundred Israeli youths at a
three-day gospel music and
prayer festival in Tel Aviv.

Crouch said TBN, whose re-
cently purchased building houses
the Los Angeles Times Jerusalem
bureau, is striving to promote
Christianity in Israel, where the
faith is sometimes overshadowed
by the struggle between Judaism
and Islam. Trinity Broadcasting al-
ready is one of the world’s largest
religious broadcasters, with 18

networks in seven languages.
“Christianity is not repre-

sented in Israel as well as it
could,” he said. “We hope to
equalize that and give Christianity
a better platform.”

The latest inroads by evangeli-
cal Christians have not triggered
the backlash that occurred in
2006 when Daystar went on the
air. In fact, Crouch said TBN’s
biggest obstacle in Jerusalem so
far is rival Daystar, which he said
tried to block TBN’s Shalom Chan-
nel from airing on the Yes
satellite.

“They raised a stink,” Crouch
said. “I guess some of our Chris-
tian brothers don’t want the
competition.”

A Yes spokeswoman said talks
with TBN are ongoing and a final
deal had not been reached.
Daystar officials declined to com-
ment, but said in a statement that
the company “loves and appreci-
ates Israel.”

Some Israelis are welcoming
members of the American evan-
gelical community as strategic
partners, both politically and
economically.

In addition to becoming the
fastest-growing segment of Israel’s
tourism market, U.S. evangelicals
tend to be staunchly pro-Israel,
lobbying in Washington on the Is-
raeli government’s behalf on such
matters as the Palestinian conflict
or West Bank settlement
construction.

U.S. Broadcasters Ready For Messiah In Jerusalem


