
BY BOB CHRISTIE
Associated Press

PHOENIX — The U.S. Border Pa-
trol agent killed last week in a
shooting in southern Arizona ap-
parently opened fire on two fellow
agents thinking they were armed
smugglers and was killed when
they returned fire, the head of the
Border Patrol agents’ union said
Sunday.

The two sets of agents ap-
proached an area where a sensor
had been activated early Tuesday
from different directions early
Tuesday and encountered each
other in an area of heavy brush,
National Border Patrol Council
president George McCubbin said. 

Agent Nicholas Ivie apparently
opened fire first and wounded one
of the other agents but was killed
in the return fire.

“I don’t know what it was he
saw or heard that triggered this
whole event,” McCubbin said. “Un-
fortunately it resulted in his death
and another agent injured.”

Acting Cochise County Sheriff

Rod Rothrock confirmed the sce-
nario but would not say if Ivie was
the first to shoot, saying that was
up to the federal agencies in-
volved.

The new details add to a FBI
statement Friday that the shooting
appeared to be a friendly fire inci-
dent that involved no one but the
agents. 

Sensors are set up in different
areas along the U.S.-Mexico border
to detect smugglers or illegal immi-
grants, with Border Patrol agents
responding when they’re set off.
The shooting occurred in a rugged
hilly area about five miles north of
the border near Bisbee, Ariz., an
area known for illegal trafficking.  

McCubbin and Rothrock both
said the two sets of agents knew
the others were heading to the
area on foot but apparently didn’t
know they were so close. McCub-
bin said he’d been briefed by the
agency, while Rothrock’s agency
has been involved with the investi-
gation.

“It was dark, very, very rugged
terrain, and what they could see of

each other was further obscured
by the fact that there was brush
and cacti and stuff like that be-
tween them,” Rothrock said. “I
have no doubt that these agents
were in as heightened a state of
alert as you can get due to the
proximity to the border and the
history of trafficking in that area.”

Rothrock said that when the
agents spotted each other in the
dark, “they apparently took defen-
sive postures, which was probably
interpreted as aggressive postures.
Like readying your weapons, for
example.”

Ivie, 30, died at the scene, and
one of the other agents was
wounded but has since been re-
leased from the hospital.

In the immediate aftermath of
the shooting, the Border Patrol
and other federal and local agen-
cies flooded the area with person-
nel looking for who they believed
were assailants who had attacked
the agents.

“That was the initial reports
from the beginning,” McCubbin
said. “That was the reason for the
saturation manhunt there. They
even had permission to fly into

Mexico. They were seeking people
out. What this was based on, we’d
have to assume it was based on
the initial statements given by the
agents on the scene.”

Two people suspected of being
involved in the shooting were ar-
rested by the Mexican government
but were apparently not involved
at all.

“They had a couple of people in
custody but other than being in
the area, there was no evidence
putting them there at the scene,”
McCubbin said. “They could have
been guides, they could have been
scouts, and those type of folks typ-
ically go back and forth all the time
anyway.”

Rothrock said he believed the
agents’ actions were “appropriate
and in accordance with their train-
ing had they, in fact, been engaging
people involved in illegal activities.
Unfortunately, they weren’t engag-
ing people involved in illegal activi-
ties, they were engaging each
other.”

Rothrock said a death investiga-
tion report will be sent to the
Cochise County Attorney’s Office
for review as a matter of routine.
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CALENDAR
C O M M U N I T Y

The COMMUNITY CALENDAR appears each Monday and Thursday.
Contributions to this list of upcoming events are welcome and should be sub-
mitted two weeks before the event. Submissions MUST be typewritten or legi-
bly printed and include the name and phone number of a contact person.
Send items to P&D Calendar, 319 Walnut, Yankton, SD 57078, or email to
news@yankton.net.

MONDAY
Line Dancing, 9:30 a.m., The Center, 605-665-4685
Quilting, 9:30 a.m.-3 p.m., The Center, 605-665-4685
Exercise, 11 a.m., The Center, 605-665-4685
Daily Reprieve, noon, open meeting non-smoking, 1019 W 9th St.
Interchange, noon, Minerva’s Bar and Grill, 605-660-8849.
Cribbage, 1 p.m., The Center, 605-665-4685
Pinochle, 12:45 p.m., The Center, 605-665-4685
Whist, 12:45 p.m., The Center, 605-665-4685
Hand & Foot Cards, 1 p.m., The Center, 605-665-4685
River City Harmony Sweet Adelines, 6:30 p.m., First United Methodist

Church, 11th and Cedar, 605-661-7162
Divorce Care, 7 p.m., Calvary Baptist Church
Divorce Care For Kids, 7 p.m., Calvary Baptist Church
Daily Reprieve, 7 p.m., closed meeting non-smoking, 1019 W 9th St. 

SECOND MONDAY
Yankton Diabetes Support Group, 1 p.m., Benedictine Center, AVSHH,

605-668-8000 ext. 456
Yankton School Board Meeting, 5:30 p.m., YSD Administration Building,

2410 West City Limits Road, 605-665-3998
Yankton Area Writers Club, 7 p.m., Books & Beans, downtown Yankton,

605-664-6582
Tri-State Old Iron Association Meeting, 7 p.m., JoDeans Restaurant,

605-665-9785.
Yankton City Commission, 7 p.m., RTEC, 1200 W. 21st Street
YHS Booster Club Meeting, 7:30 p.m., Summit Activities Center Meeting

Room, 605-665-4640

TUESDAY
Table Tennis, 8:30 a.m., The Center, 605-665-4685
Yankton Community Forum, 8:30 a.m. coffee, 9 a.m. meeting at Hill-

crest, 605-664-5832
Ladies Pool, 10 a.m., The Center, 605-665-4685
Weight Watchers, 10:30 a.m., 413 W. 15th Street. Weigh in 1/2 hour be-

fore.
Yankton Alanon, noon, non-smoking session, 1019 W 9th Street
Nurse, 12:30-3:30 p.m., The Center, 605-665-4685
Pinochle, 12:45 p.m., The Center, 605-665-4685
Bingo, 7-9 p.m., The Center, 605-665-4685. (Open to the public)
Open Billiards, 7-9 p.m., The Center, 605-665-4685
Yankton Alcoholics Anonymous STEP Sessions, 7 p.m. and 8:30 p.m..

1019 W. 9th St. 
Vermillion Unity Alcoholics Anonymous, 7:30 p.m., closed session,

Trinity Lutheran Church at 816 E Clark St. Vermillion.
Vermillion Alcoholics Anonymous, 8 p.m., non-smoking closed session,

16 1/2 Court St. Vermillion

SECOND TUESDAY
Alzheimer’s Care Givers Support Group, 5 p.m., The Center, 605-665-

4685
VFW Auxiliary, 7:30 p.m., 209 Cedar Street

WEDNESDAY
Line Dancing, 9:30 a.m., The Center, 605-665-4685
Nurse, 10 a.m.-noon, The Center, 605-665-4685
Quilting, 10 a.m.-3 p.m., The Center, 605-665-4685
Exercise, 11 a.m., The Center, 605-665-4685
Daily Reprieve, noon, non-smoking open session, 1019 W. 9th St.
Whist, 12:45 p.m., The Center, 605-665-4685
SHIINE, 1-4 p.m., The Center, 605-665-4685
Yankton Alcoholics Anonymous, 7:30 p.m., non-smoking session, 1019

W. 9th St.
Springfield Footprints, 7:30 p.m.,non-smoking open session, Catholic

church, Springfield

SECOND WEDNESDAY
Partnership Bridge, 1 p.m., The Center, 605-665-4685
Antique Auto Club, 7 p.m., The Center, 605-665-4685

THIRD WEDNESDAY
Partnership Bridge, 1 p.m., The Center, 605-665-4685

Tickets $20.00
(includes lunch and program)

PROCEEDS BENEFIT:
SD All Women Count
_________________

All tickets must be purchased in
advance or by mail by October 9th

Make checks payable to:
WOMEN’S HEALTH FORUM

c/o Avera Sacred Heart Cancer Center
1115 W. 9th St. • Yankton, SD 57078

Phone: (605) 668-8850

Tickets also available at:
First Dakota National Bank

Downtown & North
Rexall Drug

Avera Sacred Heart Cancer Center
Yankton Medical Clinic, P.C.

_________________

SPONSORED BY:

Avera Sacred Heart Hospital
First Dakota National Bank

Yankton HyVee
Yankton Medical Clinic, P.C.

OUR EMCEE, MARY J. MILROY, M.D., FACS
Board Certified Surgeon, Specializing in Breast Surgery

Yankton Medical Clinic, P.C.

“Women’s Health Screenings are Easier
than Airport Screenings”

by Jill F. Sternquist, M.D., Board Eligible Obstetrician
& Gynecologist at Yankton Medical Clinic, P.C.

“Making Molehills out of Mountains”
by Amy Mines, Breast Cancer Survivor

Monday, October 15, 2012
BEST WESTERN KELLY INN, YANKTON, SD

Doors open at 11:30AM – Lunch will be served at noon – Forum begins at noon

2012

  Pancake Supper Pancake Supper Pancake Supper
 Wednesda y , October   1 0, 2 0 1 2   •   4:3 0 – 7pm

  $ 5 00 $ 5 00 $ 5 00

 All you can eat Pancakes & French Toast
     Single serving: eggs, sausage or bacon

 900 Whiting Dr.  •  665 – 4685  Open to the public

 Yankton Mall

B IRTHS

GRACELYN EELLS
Jeremy Eells and Stephanie

Budihas announce the birth of
Gracelyn Nicole Eells, who was
born Sept. 24, 2012, in Yankton.
She weighed 6 pounds, 14
ounces.

She joins a brother, Skyler
Thomas, 5.

Grandparents are Shery and
Robert Budihas of Mission Hill,
Larry Brewer of Sioux Falls and
Tisha Hofer of Volin. 

Great-grandparents are
Marylin and Clarence Voudry of
Vermillion.

BAPTISTE COUROYER JR.
Baptiste Cournoyer and Mys-

tic Archambeau, Wagner, wish to
announce the birth of their son,
Baptiste Couroyer Jr., born Sept.
25, 2012, at 11:14 p.m. He
weighed 8 pounds, 5 ounces and

was 19 3/4 long. 
He joins siblings Aaliyah, 14

and Pesancio, 11. 
Grandparents are Pearl

Cournoyer, Marty, and Jamie Ar-
chambeau, Wagner. Great-Grand-
parents are the late Vivian
Gullikson, Wagner, and the late
Louie Archambeau, Lake Andes.

MADILYN NELSEN
Amy Conrad and Jody Nelsen

of Viborg wish to announce the
birth of their daughter, Madilyn
Nelsen, born April 27, 2012, at
3:15 p.m. Madilyn weighed 7 lbs.
15 ounces and was 20 inches
long. 

She joins siblings, Brittney
Conrad, 11, and Liliana Nelsen, 3. 

Grandparents are Darla and
Lee Conrad, Yankton, and Carol
and Robert Nelsen, Viborg.

B IRTHDAYS
ELLA BERTSCH

Ella Bertsch of Menno will be
celebrating her 90th birthday on
Oct. 16, 2012. Her children,
grandchildren and great-grand-
children would like to celebrate
her day with a card shower.
Cards may be sent to P.O. Box
473, Menno, S.D. 57045. She has 8
grandchildren and 8 great-grand-
children.

BETTY ADAM
The children of

Betty Adam invite
you to celebrate
in her turning 80
years young. Join
us at JoDeans in
Yankton for an
Open House on
Oct. 14 from 1-3
p.m. No gifts
please. Adam

Obama Raises Calif. Cash For Race’s Last Month
BY JOSH LEDERMAN AND
STEVE PEOPLES
Associated Press

WASHINGTON — Fresh off his
strongest fundraising month this
year, President Barack Obama is
looking to raise millions of dol-
lars from celebrities and wealthy
donors in California with just one
month left in a tightening race.

The two-day swing through
the solidly Democratic state
highlights the critical role that
fundraising will play in the cam-
paign’s final weeks as Obama and
his Republican rival, Mitt Rom-
ney, escalate their barrage of tel-
evision ads in competitive states
like Ohio. The president is to re-
turn there Tuesday.

Romney, campaigning in up-
for-grabs Florida, sought to build
on the momentum from a debate
performance last week that even
Democrats conceded was “mas-
terful.” The Republican told a
crowd of about 12,000 in Port St.
Lucie that he had enjoyed him-
self, ticking off a list of Obama
shortcomings he said he had ex-
posed during the first debate.

“Now of course, days later,
we’re hearing his excuses,” Rom-
ney said. “And next January we’ll
be watching him leave the White
House for the last time.”

As Romney finished speaking
spoke, someone in the crowd of
supporters behind him held up a
giant Israeli flag alongside
smaller American flags, under-
scoring the amplified role that
foreign affairs and the Middle
East is playing as the presidential
race draws to a close. Romney
on Monday plans a major foreign
policy address at the Virginia Mil-
itary Institute, intended to throw
Obama back on his heels over

his handling of unrest in Libya
and elsewhere.

Obama campaign spokes-
woman Jennifer Psaki, dismissing
what she called Romney’s fourth
or fifth attempt to explain his
global intentions, said the bar is
high for Romney to convince vot-
ers he’s prepared to be com-
mander in chief.

“We are not going to be lec-
tured by someone who’s been an
unmitigated disaster on foreign
policy every time he sticks his
toe in the foreign policy waters,”
Psaki said aboard Air Force One
as Obama made his way to Cali-
fornia.

Even as Romney sought to
reap further rewards from his de-
bate performance, a string of
good news for the president
threatened to steal the former
Massachusetts governor’s spot-
light.

A jobs report Friday showing
unemployment at the lowest lev-
els of Obama’s presidency was
quickly followed Saturday by a
fundraising report showing
Obama and Democrats had
raised $181 million in September.
It was their best fundraising
month of the campaign, but fell
short of their record $190 million
raised in September 2008 as the
president campaigned for his
first term.

Romney’s campaign has not
released its report for the month,
and Republicans sought to down-
play Obama’s financial advan-
tage. The party’s national
chairman, Reince Priebus, said
he had been counting all along
on being outraised by Obama
and Democrats.

“This isn’t going to come
down to money. This is going to
come down to heart,” Priebus

said. “We’ll beat them on the
ground, and we’ll have all the
money we need to be competi-
tive.”

After trailing Romney in the
money race for most of the sum-
mer, Obama is back on top and
pulling out all the stops to keep it
that way. In what will be his final
fundraising trip out West this
election, Obama is enlisting his
celebrity pals — from actors to
singers to chefs — to donate to
his campaign and encourage
their fans to do the same.

In one event alone, a late-
night soiree high above the Los
Angeles skyline, Obama expected
to rake in $3.75 million. Wolfgang
Puck’s WP24 in the Ritz-Carlton
hotel will host the $25,000-per-
person event for about 150 sup-
porters.

Former President Bill Clinton
was to join Obama earlier Sunday
for a more intimate gathering
with elite, longtime donors at the
home of entertainment mogul
Jeffrey Katzenberg. Then on to
the main event: A star-studded
concert at the Nokia Theatre
with entertainment by actor
George Clooney and musical
guests Stevie Wonder, Jon Bon
Jovi and Katy Perry.

As Obama played for California
cash, his surrogates took to the
talk shows to pound the theme
that Romney’s success in last
week’s debate was propped up
entirely by dishonesty.

The president “was a little
taken aback at the brazenness
with which Gov. Romney walked
away from so many of the posi-
tions on which he’s run, walked
away from his record,” said David
Axelrod, a top Obama strategist.
“That’s something we’re going to
have to make an adjustment for in

these subsequent debates.”
At the same time, Ann Romney

was working to soften her hus-
band’s image, a frequent refrain
as Romney’s campaign seeks to
broaden his support among cen-
trist voters in the race’s final
weeks. Introducing her husband
on Sunday, Mrs. Romney called
him “a good and decent person”
who had helped others through-
out his life. 

“Now we’re going to get a
chance for him to really care for
others, because we’re going to
have the chance to see him get
people back to work again,” she
said. 

Both campaigns were prepping
their running mates for Thurs-
day’s vice presidential debate —
and working to keep expectations
low lest their candidate underper-
form.

On Sunday Priebus called Vice
President Joe Biden “a gifted ora-
tor,” while former House Speaker
Newt Gingrich, R-Ga., who chal-
lenged Romney in the GOP pri-
mary, suggested Paul Ryan would
hold back on any hostility out of
respect for Biden’s status as a
senior statesman.

While in California, the only of-
ficial presidential business for
Obama comes Monday in Keene,
Calif., where he will designate as a
national monument the home of
Latino leader Cesar Chavez, the
founder of the United Farmwork-
ers Union who died in 1993. 

Yet even that move has politi-
cal overtones, resonating with
some Hispanic voters — a crucial
bloc in Obama’s 2008 coalition
and a critical component of his
2012 plan to keep Romney at bay.

Priebus spoke on CNN’s “State
of the Union.” Axelrod spoke on
CBS’ “Face the Nation” and Gin-
grich on NBC’s “Meet the Press.”

U.S. Border Agents Opened Fire On Each Other


