
BY ANDREW ATWAL
andrew.atwal@yankton.net

The Yankton School District (YSD)
school board heard a report Monday
night on the Lewis and Clark and YSD
drug and alcohol counselor and the ef-
fects that is having on students in YSD. 

School board officials also approved a
change to the open enrollment policy of
YSD to comply with a new state law.

Tiffany Kashas, who is employed by
Lewis and Clark Behavioral Health, has
been working full-time at Yankton High
School (YHS) and Yankton Middle School
(YMS) as a drug and alcohol counselor.

When officials were discussing chang-
ing the curriculum and hiring a counselor

for the district, they realized they needed
to address three areas: having a partner-
ship between community members and
YSD, having the funding in place to hire a
counselor and implementing evidence-
based practices in the district.

“We have made substantial progress in
each of those three areas,” said Dr. Tom
Stanage, CEO of Lewis and Clark Behav-
ioral Health.

Funding for the counselor was pro-
vided through a grant. As the program
continues to evolve, officials from YSD
and Lewis and Clark will hold weekly
meetings.
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Unsold Area Deer
Licenses Pulled 

From P&D Staff Reports

Several reports of smoky haze
popped up in the Yankton area Mon-
day — and as the old saying goes,
where there’s smoke, there’s fire ... 

But in this case, the fire was more
than 1,000 miles to the west.

Yankton Assistant Fire Chief Larry
Nickles said residents reported seeing
and smelling smoke. In fact, the
Lesterville Fire Department was
paged because of a suspected fire.

But the smoke is coming from

Idaho, Nickles said, where wildfires
have been causing problems all sum-
mer.

“We contacted the National
Weather Service. Apparently, the wind
was just right and blew it our way.”

Nickles said one woman nine miles
west of Lesterville called the fire de-
partment. She even had a hose out to
battle the potential blaze.

“It’s smoky enough that area resi-
dents are asking if they should be tak-
ing precautions in case it got worse,”
Nickles said.

BY RANDY DOCKENDORF
randy.dockendorf@yankton.net

In the wake of soaring deer
deaths, the South Dakota Game,
Fish and Parks Department has
removed all unsold licenses from
deer hunting units in six area
counties.

Secretary Jeff Vonk took the
action after receiving authority
from the GF&P Commission last
week. The action affects Bon
Homme, Hutchinson, Yankton,
Clay, Union and Charles Mix coun-
ties.

Yankton County conservation
officer Sam Schelhaas has seen
and heard firsthand the number
of deer deaths across southeast
South Dakota. The outbreak has
worsened over the past month,
with most cases attributed to Epi-
zootic Hemorrhagic Disease
(EHD) or a similar disease known
as bluetongue.

EHD is common in white-tailed
deer and is typically detected in
late summer or early fall. The
virus is spread by a biting midge
and causes extensive internal
hemorrhaging. EHD is not infec-
tious to human beings.

“We’re receiving reports of
hundreds of dead deer in Yankton
County and each of our surround-
ing counties. It’s gotten worse in
recent weeks. We just added an-
other eight to 10 deer (last Fri-
day),” he said.

“We easily have a minimum
700 deaths. I would say we’re
looking at upwards of 1,000 or
more — and that’s just southeast
South Dakota, and just the ones
that are reported. It could be a lot
worse.”

Nebraska, including the north-
east region, has also reported
massive deer losses, Schelhaas
said.

On its Facebook page, the Ne-
braska Game and Parks Commis-
sion reported 4,768 total deer
mortalities as of Sept. 28. Knox
and Cedar counties each reported
109-444 deer deaths, while Dixon
County reported 51-108 deaths.

In South Dakota, Vonk said he
recommended removing the un-
sold licenses based on his depart-
ment’s monitoring of deer deaths.

The GF&P Commission took
emergency action at last Thurs-
day’s meeting in Deadwood. The
commission authorized Vonk to
reduce immediately the number
of licenses available prior to the
second drawing of the East River
deer hunting season.

The GF&P has conducted sur-
veillance and taken reports of
dead deer across many counties
in southeast and south-central
parts of the state, according to a
news release. GF&P is also using
aerial flights to help determine
the severity of deer mortalities.
The action has helped determine
the severity of this year’s EHD
and bluetongue outbreak.

In response, the GF&P is taking

These mule deer on an Aurora County hillside west of Mitchell detect the presence of others.
While mule deer can contract Epizootic Hemorrhagic Disease (EHD) or bluetongue, the cur-
rent outbreak has hit white-tail deer. The soaring number of deer deaths in southeast South

Dakota has led state Game, Fish and Parks (GF&P) Secretary Jeff Vonk to remove all unsold
licenses from deer hunting units in six area counties, including Yankton County.

Western Smoke Haunts Area

More Than 1,000 Deer Dead In SE South Dakota

Dr. Tom Stanage, clinical psy-
chologist and executive director
of Lewis & Clark Behavioral
Health Services of Yankton dis-
cusses the history and success
of the Yankton Impact program
while speaking at the annual
Mental Illness Awareness Week
Candlelight Vigil at Trinity
Lutheran Church in Yankton
Monday night. The annual vigil
aims to promote better under-
standing of mental illness and
mental health in the community.
The vigil is sponsored by the
Yankton chapter of the National
Alliance on Mental Illness
(NAMI). (Kelly Hertz/P&D)
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School Board Hears Report
On YSD Counselor Impact 

BY DEREK BARTOS
derek.bartos@yankton.net

Necessary improvements to Yankton’s mu-
nicipal water treatment system will cost ap-
proximately $28 million, $9 million more than
previously thought, the Yankton City Commis-
sion was told at its meeting Monday night.

HDR Inc., an architectural, engineering
and consulting firm, has been studying Yank-
ton’s treatment system and presented its
findings at the meeting.

HDR representatives told the commission
that the current system will not meet future
needs with Yankton’s current rate of growth,
and recommended actions that included re-
placing the surface water intake near the
Discovery Bridge with collector wells, up-
grading the newer of the city’s two water
plants (which is 40 years old) and decom-
missioning and replacing the older plant,
which has been in service for 80 years. Con-
verting from a lime treatment system to a
membrane system was also discussed.

While the proposals varied depending on
the systems used, the estimated cost for
each was roughly $28 million with similar
operating costs and future expenditures.
The additional $9 million in costs are a re-
sult of the damage done to the current water
intake during the high water flows that oc-
curred last year.

Interim City Manager Al Viereck said that
while the upgrades are expensive, they are
necessary given the increase in Yankton’s
water usage.

“In September we were 45 percent higher
than the same time period last year,” he
said. “And, remember, last year we had
flooding, but we really had drought within
our community beginning in June ... as far as
the moisture we were receiving ... And year
to date, we’re up almost 32 percent.”

With the needs Yankton faces, HDR’s
Mike Coleman suggested that steps should
immediately be taken to upgrade the exist-
ing water treatment plant for necessary
service, as well as perform testing for the
collector wells. A new water treatment plant

City Commission

Water Treatment Options Turn Costly
Estimates Come In $9 Million Higher Than Previously Believed
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