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actions to reduce harvest. The agency is
also encouraging hunters to visit early
with landowners to determine local im-
pacts and opportunities.

“The deer die-offs reported have
been local in nature for many areas and
not evenly distributed across each
county,” Vonk said in the release. “Be-
cause the impact of EHD can vary, it is
essential that hunters check with their
local landowner on the status of the
deer herd on properties they hunt.”

The GF&P is still actively monitoring
the deer herd throughout the state,
Vonk said.

“We are grateful for the cooperation
we have received from landowners and
hunters,” he said. “We have a common
goal of doing what is best for our deer
herd, and we will continue to evaluate
additional reports and take further
proactive measures if necessary.”

Hunters have been given the option
of turning in their deer licenses if they
feel it is in their best interest to cancel
their hunting plans. The license and as-

sociated tags must be returned to the
GF&P licensing office before the start of
that respective season. If applicable,
GF&P will reinstate hunter preference
points for the first drawing.

“Reports of dead deer are coming
from across the state, and in some in-
stances landowners are telling tradition-
ally hosted hunters that opportunities
will be limited,” Vonk said. “With that in
mind, GF&P is notifying deer hunters
that they can voluntarily return a deer li-
cense for any season prior to the start of
that respective season and receive a full
refund.”

This year’s East River deer season
runs from Nov. 17 to Dec. 2. The archery
deer season runs from Sept. 22 to Jan.
15, and the archery antlerless deer sea-
son runs from Jan. 1-15, 2013.

Hunters desiring a refund for a deer
license should send their license, includ-
ing all associated tags, to: GF&P Licens-
ing Office; 20641 SD Highway 1806; Fort
Pierre, SD 57532.

In Yankton County, Schelhaas has re-
ceived reports of dead deer mostly in
the James River corridor and in the
Turkey Creek area around Volin and
Irene.

“The deer seem to be found by
water,” he said. “We saw that (at the

start of the outbreak), and we're still
seeing it.”

Many deer exhibit no clinical signs
and appear perfectly healthy, according
to a GF&P news release. Other deer may
have symptoms such as respiratory dis-
tress, fever and swelling of the tongue.

With highly virulent strains of the
virus, deer can be dead within 1-3 days.
In an attempt to combat the high fever,
affected deer are often found in low-
lying areas or near rivers, ponds and
other waters.

Schelhaas still encourages the public
to report dead deer on their property or
elsewhere. He fears the actual number of
dead deer may be much higher than
what is reported.

“Alot of farmers might notice some-
thing, but they are busy harvesting their
crops and will bring it up later,” he said.
“Or we may have someone who notices
a deer but isn’t interested in hunting or
reporting it.”

Then, there are the dead deer who re-
main undetected altogether, the game
warden said.

“Nobody knows what the magic num-
ber is,” he said. “What percentage of (dis-
eased) deer are we finding?”

The southeast region of South Dakota
has been hit particularly hard, Schelhaas
said.

“Other counties are similar, if not
worse than us,” he said. “Bon Homme is a
comparable county (to Yankton) in size
and acreage, but it’s a little bit different
geographically. Bon Homme County has
far more reported deer than I have.”

Hutchinson County has been consid-
ered one of the hardest hit counties for
EHD and bluetongue, receiving a great
deal of statewide attention, Schelhaas
said.

The number of Hutchinson County’s
deer lost to this year’s disease repre-
sents a large percentage of its deer pop-
ulation, the game warden said. Last year,
Hutchinson County harvested 650 deer
with its hunting seasons, he said.

The degree of EHD intensity varies
within each county, Schelhaas said.

“Even within Yankton County, some
landowners are out looking weekly and
not finding anything. Then there are lots
of deer in other parts of the county,” he
said. “We do have trail cameras which
have been utilized in helping locate dead
deer.”

Schelhaas remains hopeful the EHD
and bluetongue outbreak ends in the near
future. The diseases have taken their toll,
but he remains confident the deer popu-
lation will rebound fairly soon.

“It might take a year or two (to restore
their numbers). We might need to cut
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back on the tag numbers and restrict
some hunting. We need to back off for a
few years,” he said. “But deer are re-
silient. With the help of sportsmen, and
getting everybody involved, we can get
back (the deer) numbers.

“We’re asking people to use common
sense in protecting what we all have for
deer.”

To report sick or dead deer, contact
the GF&P office in Pierre at (605) 773-
5913 or a conservation officer.

In southeast South Dakota, contact
Schelhaas at (605) 668-2987 or contact
one of the following game wardens:
Brian Humphrey, Hutchinson and Turner
counties, at (605) 387-5603; Jeff Martin,
Charles Mix and Douglas counties, at
(605) 337-2488; Todd Crownover, Bon
Homme County, at (605) 589-4208; and
Tony Stokely, Clay and southern Union
counties, at (605) 677-6950.

For more information on the EHD
virus, visit online at
http://gfp.sd.gov/wildlife/diseases/epi-
zootic-hemorrhagic-disease.aspx.

You can follow Randy Dockendorf on
Twitter at twitter.com/RDockendorf
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THE ODD LIFE OF TIMOTHY GREEN
DIGITAL UP AND RUNNING!
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Columbus 3.

BREAKFAST

THIS SUNDAY

Tripp, SD
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<SSl ldle Hour Theatre

8:30 a.m.-12:30 p.m.

Pancakes, Rolls, Eggs,
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Juice or Coffee
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L Thirsty Thursday

5:00-9:00pm

| Yesterday s Cage

2216 Broadway, Yankton

Wings and
Bottle Beers

402-394-1547
or 507-530-0587

Th

Open Thurs.-Fri.-Sat. at 5:30 e
1-402-388-2400
www.theargohotel.com A%O

email: argo@gpcom.net  CROFTON, NE

Serving 5:30-8:00

3 On The Road

Regular Menu 5:30-8:00

Saturday

+ Oakland @ Atlanta

h )
shown ony on Kansas City @ Tampa Bay

NFLTICKET-
available
atBen’s))

* Indianapolis @ New York

+ Cincinnati @ Cleveland
Detroit @ Philadelphia

* St Louis @ Miami

* Dallas @ Baltimore

(late games)

+ Buffalo @ Arizona

Bingo Wed. at 7:00pm
Sunday at 6:30pm
Happy Hour M-F 4:30-7:30

* New England @ Seattle
* New York @ San Francisco
(Night Games)
Minnesota @ Washington
Green Bay @ Houston

Chislic Served Last
Wednesday of Each Month

Monday 10/15
Denver @ San Diego

222 W. 3rd, Yankton ¢ 260-4844

First United Methodist Church 11t & cedar
Soup Kitchen & Country Store

Wednesday, October 17th
11:00am-7:00pm
Serving: Homemade Taverns,
Soups & Pies

Home baked goods, canned goods, crafts,
fresh vegetables, jam, jellies & home sewn items.

OHIYA CASINO & BINGO

5 Miles East of Niobrara, NE or 23 Miles West of Crofton, NE

667-7262

SIGEL PARISH

Ohiya Player’s Club OPEN 10AM-10PM

Monday & Wednesday - 10pts for $10.00
Earn Your First 10pts of the Day
and Get $10 in Free Play! 11AM to 5PM

OHIYA RESTAURANT
October 13th Dinner Buffet $10.50
Chicken & Ham
October 14th All Day Buffet $10.50
Chicken & Roast Beef

Thursday, Friday & Saturday
$16 Pays $50, $7 X-tra Packet
Warm-Ups 6:00PM

Regular Session 6:30PM

S OUPIMIVEHIEN]
Sunday, Oct. 14th » 11AM-3:30PM

(10 miles novth of Yankton on Hwy. 81
to Lesterville Road, then 1 mile West)

MENU
o Chicken Noodle Soup,
Potato Soup, Chili, Chili Dogs,
Hot Dogs, Pies & Desserts
FEATURING:

*Bake Walk e Raffle
Sponsored by Sigel Altar Society

CASINO
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The Tradition Returns in 2012 ...

with Special Guest
Michael Johnson WE DELIVER
THURSDAY,
DECEMBER 20
7:30 P.M.
THE DAKOTA THEATRE NOW at the Dakota 328 Walnut Street, Yankton YANKTON MALL
328 WALNUT STREET, YANKTON, SOUTH DAKOTA Theatre Box Office! Lok SR/ =/
CALL 605-665-4711 FOR RESERVATIONS fla o ke Advar i so PEZ A 665 -2 52 5
VISIT US AT WWW.LCTCYANKTON.COM OR ON FACEBOOK AT FACEBOOK.CON@LCTCYANKTON LCTC@midconetwork.com | Day of Show $30 * Reserved Seating *




