
From P&D Staff Reports

PIERRE — A Wagner man facing
charges in connection with the death of
a child on July 4 has pleaded guilty to
drug charges.

A press release from the South
Dakota attorney general’s office said
Taylor Cournoyer, 21, entered a plea of
guilty Wednesday to one count of pos-
session of a controlled substance,
methamphetamine, a class 4 felony pun-
ishable by up to 10 years imprisonment
and/or a $20,000 fine; and one count of
keeping a place for use or sale of con-
trolled substances, a class 5 felony pun-
ishable by up to 5 years imprisonment
and/or $10,000. 

Cournoyer also admitted to a Part II
Information for Habitual Offender expos-
ing him to an elevated sentence of 25
years incarceration and a $50,000 fine.
Charges stem from an incident that oc-
curred on July 4, 2012, involving the
death of a 2 year-old child, RieLee
Lovell.

Charges against Laurie Cournoyer,
28, Wagner, are still pending. She has
been charged with one count of abuse or
cruelty to a minor as a felony, a class 3
felony punishable by up to 15 years im-
prisonment and/or a $30,000 fine and
failure to notify law enforcement of the
death of a child, a class 5 felony punish-
able by up to five years and/or a $10,000
fine. 

According to court papers, Laurie
Cournoyer provided information to law
enforcement that she and Taylor
Cournoyer had used methamphetamine
and marijuana on July 3. Based on inter-

views and other information gathered
throughout the investigation, authorities
determined the incident leading to
RieLee Lovell’s death may have oc-
curred in the early morning hours of
July 3.

Laurie Cournoyer called 911 concern-
ing the child, according to court papers.

A search warrant was issued, and
items collected as evidence included a
marijuana pipe, a pill bottle containing
white pills with no prescription label,
and two hypodermic needs located in
the trash can, according to court
records. Authorities noted Laurie
Cournoyer suffers from diabetes and
may use the needles for insulin pur-
poses. The exact content of the pill bot-
tle and two needles had not yet been
determined.

Both Cournoyers indicated they had
difficulty remembering the last time they
had seen the toddler alive, according to
court records.

Five other children in the Cournoy-
ers’ care at the house were taken to the
Wagner Police Department.

According to Charles Mix County
court records, the Cournoyers faced nu-
merous charges, including five counts of
abuse of or cruelty to a minor, with four
of the counts a Class 3 felony and one
count a Class 4 felony; three drug-re-
lated charges and one count of keeping a
place for the use or sale of controlled
substances, a Class 5 felony.

In August, the couple pleaded not
guilty to the charges.

Sentencing for Taylor Cournoyer is
scheduled for Nov. 29 in Charles Mix
County.

BY JEREMY HOECK
jeremy.hoeck@yankton.net

The prospect of moving a home football game 60
miles away has brought up predicted — and unfore-
seen — challenges for the University of South Dakota
this week.

With three days remaining before Saturday night’s
Missouri Valley football game between USD and de-
fending national champion North Dakota State at
Howard Wood Field in Sioux Falls, logistics are still
being ironed out to move the game from Vermillion.

The process is new to everyone, according to
David Herbster, USD senior associate athletic director
for external relations.

“The one thing about having a game in the Dome is
that you’re comfortable and you know where exactly

everything is,” Herbster said Wednesday. “We know
where the problem areas are and where bottle-necks
occur.”

Howard Wood Field, on the other hand, is a differ-
ent story.

The last time USD played there was in 2007 against
Augustana, but the complex underwent $6.5 million in
renovations prior to this fall — complete with a new
scoreboard, new bleachers, field turf and a new three-
level press box.

Those are only some of the details USD has been
planning for, operations manager Gary Madsen said.

“It’s actually going to be a road game for us, be-
cause everything is new,” he said. “I’ve been up there
for games and played up there before, but a lot of our
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BY DEREK BARTOS
derek.bartos@yankton.net

CROFTON, Neb. — While the federal
government plays a vital role in the nation’s
progress, it must be careful with the depth
of its involvement, Nebraska District 3 Rep.
Adrian Smith told Crofton High School stu-
dents Wednesday afternoon.

Smith spoke with approximately 30 gov-
ernment students at the school about the
government’s involvement in a variety of is-
sues, including health care, education and
agriculture.

Many of the students’ questions cen-
tered around their concerns about Oba-
macare, which Smith said should be
repealed.

“It’s such a massive bill, that it creates

new layers of bureaucracy, and we already
had enough before that,” he said. “You look
at the cost of health care, and the more the
government has gotten involved, the more
expensive it has become. That’s why we
need to take a step back and say, ‘Let’s
make sure that the government doesn’t
come between the patient and their
doctor.’”

The congressman said the country
would be better off if it had consumer-
based health care, where the government is
more concerned about consumers than
“controlling how things go.”

“Getting more people to buy health in-
surance is what we want — not because of
the heavy hand of government fining peo-
ple ... but because it’s a good idea,” he said.

Smith also expressed his concerns

about the federal government’s involve-
ment in education, particularly with testing.

“We have a pretty good system here in
Nebraska, and I think we have a lot to be
proud of, and we want to take advantage of
that,” he said. “I don’t like it when the fed-
eral government meddles in a local district,
in a local classroom — when the federal
government says, ‘Here’s what the tests are
going to be.’

“We want to entrust local school dis-
tricts with their trained teachers to do
what’s best for their students, rather than
the federal government constantly mandat-
ing this and mandating that.”

Smith mentioned that he has also heard
complaints from numerous students about
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The intersection of 21st and Broadway turned into a quagmire early Wednesday when a side-dump trailer lost a load of agricultural lime
it was carrying. The incident occurred at approximately 12:30 p.m. The cleanup required city crews to bring in tractors and sweepers
to remove the doughy substance. The accident and cleanup snarled traffic in the area early in the afternoon. 

BY ANDREW ATWAL
andrew.atwal@yankton.net

As the number of whooping cough
cases continue to increase, officials
across the region are urging parents to
make sure they are immunized and that
their children are immunized as well.

So far, there have been more than 50
cases of the whooping cough reported in
South Dakota as of Oct. 3. However,
neighboring states have experienced out-
breaks far worse than South Dakota has
seen.

So far this year there have been more
than 4,000 cases of the cough in Min-

nesota and Iowa has seen around 1,000
cases. As of late August there were about
120 confirmed cases in Nebraska.

“Based on these numbers, we know
we’re seeing a lot of the disease across
the region,” said Colleen Winter, director
of Health and Medical Services for the
South Dakota Department of Health
(DOH). “There are a variety of reasons
we’ve seen an outbreak. There is more
awareness and better testing, more circu-
lation of the disease and some people are
building up an immunity to the vaccine.”

The whooping cough vaccine, which
is recommended for children, is said to
be about 90 percent effective for those

that get all the required doses. The Cen-
ters for Disease Control (CDC) is working
to discover why the protection seems to
decline over time.

“We want to make sure that people get
the full course of the vaccine to make
sure they are adequately protected,” Win-
ter said. “We want to protect our most
vulnerable population, which are babies
and infants.”

Winter added that people who are
most exposed to the unimmunized popu-
lation should also be vaccinated. The
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SIOUX FALLS — Consider it
Black Friday for hunters.

Sure, the day before South
Dakota’s pheasant opener doesn’t
result in lines around the corner
or incite customers to trample
over each other to grab low-
priced orange vests, but it’s still
something of a shopping event for
avid hunters.

“It’s what I call our tan-and-
blaze Christmas,” said Mike Fox,
general manager of Cabela’s in
Mitchell. “Without doubt, it’s the
best day of the year for us.”

South Dakota’s pheasant sea-
son, which opens Saturday and
runs through Jan. 6, is expected
to draw thousands of hunters.
Most are likely to have a good
year, with an estimated 18 per-
cent more birds than last year.

“Any time we have a mild win-
ter, we almost always follow that
up with an increase in population,
just because we have better win-
ter survivability by those hens,”
said Travis Runia, senior upland
game biologist with the South
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The North Dakota State defense celebrates a big play during a
2010 football game against the University of South Dakota in
Fargo, N.D. The two teams will meet Saturday at Howard Wood
Field for a 6 p.m. Missouri Valley Football Conference game,
one that was moved from the DakotaDome in Vermillion. FOOTBALL | PAGE 7
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Nebraska District 3 Rep. Adrian Smith
speaks to Crofton High School students
Wednesday. Smith discussed a variety of
topics, including health care, education
and agriculture.
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